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ZHITE A VT MS. DANVERS -- 
BECALISE THE FOREM MIMSELE 
WADO BE THE FIRST TO ADWT 
HE NEEDS YOUR ELE. 

ÇA? - 


THE SERLÍLL SIPINEOS 


CNE POINTIN MY | 

Dl FAVOR,AT LEAST--My 

FOWER'S ALOTS/RONGER À 

NOW THAN WHEN WE LAST 4 
FOUGHT. MY FLAME : 


Prove, vou renTA A NE 


P »W casné Barre ZA. monrors ERA 
é FOR MY POWERS DO E 7/E ESTILE..., » 
CÍ MORE THAN MC — das 


fo. 
ITHAS 


BETWEEN HIS WORLD 
AND OURS WITH A MON- 
SIROUS ENERGY 
SEM. 


OH, YEAH Z IF YOU'RE e THE GAST DOES NOT 
SO HOT; JELY, HOW S /MAITER, CHILD -- 
COME YOU'VE MEIA VS o, THERE 15 ONLY THE 
BEEN BEATEN 2º ! É ESENT. 


WHEREIN T 
SHALL 24, 

MY ANTI-MATTER 

BLASTS AGAINST 

“THE full FORCE 


j 


m "WES + da de DUE 


———————— 


WI TELE! HAVE VOU FORGOTTEN 
THAT WHILE YOU HAVE BUT COME 
FOWER--I HAVE HAN 24 PRE FINAL 


VICTOR Y fis 


AND T CA 4; 
Ss (GP TETCI WITH MINE: 
THEM MEL; 


E 


4 


PY ND 


FHUINE TST 
ONING AT ME! 
ves” 


Ra 
= 
Cr 
Na 


hd 


SS 


CAPPAIN Pemocker, you REST N Den'r Do AN',. BROTHER, 
EA ISHE-?? LÁ - 1/7, SPIDEY! sis 
E > < FOR PITY'S 
IM... MEIVE, FAL. : SAKE, YOU'RE 
BARELY SHOCK SET TO cnveman- 
OF PUNCH...NEARLY 
FOME ME. L 


go 
«ERA Eos 


THIS. STAY... 
à ALiprrivE.. 


y 


HE'S NOT AS BAD AS HE Y SPIDEY.. YOU'RE GOING 
LOOKS, JUST BANCED UP , ANEPER THE SKRULL, AREN'T 
A BIT, WITH REST, HELL YOU? DESPITE WHAT THE 

S NEW TORCH SAID. SPIDEY, HE 
WAS AYGH IT =, E. 


FAILED ME, THE PRIZE 
1 SEEK |5 ABOARD THAT 
AQUA VEsSEL. 


-—FROM YOUR 
CRS ITEEL? ANE 
EROKEN BODY? 


7/17 
THE SPIRIT, 
SKRULLY. GEL 
YOU HAVE TO 


HELP IT, 
BUNKIE! 


HAVE TO 
| DARE ITS 


o aAY 
VAND LET ALITURE TAKE (TE COURSE. 


Es: 


“ey L8 
WORRED! "RG 


PRI LP VA) 


FOR A (HOMENT, 

IT LOOKS LIKE 

SPDEy = PELE 

(TP OFE, AND 
THEN... 


BY ALL THE 
GUARDIANS OF 
MUl TETE 

E Pr 


-- PRE SUIRER- 
SARL WILL BE 


JNi£ete! 


N 
% 
=» 


ES 


FINALL 

a VE , EN E um 
ZTE SMCEX AND ME. MARVEL TONINE FORCES TO FACE THE SLUPER-SKRULL IN A BATTLE 
ROXME THAT RANGES CENTRAL RAIL YARPS TO THE SIBATUE DE CISERTY-- BLILD- 
ING TO THE SURPRISE ENVING OF Pit YEAR. BE HERE IN SO DAYS FOR e 


AL TEL ARO TE CAS es 


MARVEL COMICS GROUPES 


54 SPIDER 
o! by IMTANEE 


Ss e 
de a E 
Es OF Ti 
IM j E owERe li FOU 
Ade) á FA AM: 


JÁ “ PÉ da = 


fui SOIDEV nº MS BAABRWEL!=7OGETHER!. 


CHRIS CLAREMONT / JOHN GYRNE / PAVE HUNT Piá COSTANZA, LETTERER /4RCHIE GOCODWIN 
ALTHOR, ARTIST INKER 


ad) | 


DAVE HUNT, COLORIST EDITOR, 


A TM NOT REALLY )/ALL TM DOING IS KEEPING JE] Won no! eripev's ON PIS 
FPRYUNOS TO, SG YOU OCCEUMVELD UNTIL. JA OWA DOWN THERE AND 
SKRULLY, XL. SOME GVCH POWERED À DOESN'T EVEN AMOU (7. 
La pe A HELP ARRIVES. 
; ra A == 


pá 


Ze E 
/ CENTRAL CAN'T 
e E AVENGERS 
 -hoscoy: 


LT VZZ 


) 
KU (A 1, AR 


WHAT HAPPENED ? His 

FLAME BLAST PETERED 

OUT BEFORE IT EVEN 

GOT NEAR ME! HOHEY FELLA, AC- 
TION'S SUPPOSED TO 
SPEAK LOUDER THAN 
WORDS, REMEMBER ? 


ANIS VE 
pes s4s 


Z 
a 


Ad Ay your 
E casgri> 


so MT THE À ACROSS THE 
CREEPANDHIT 2 INFINITE , AN 
A ISTERO) 


HIM GARD? 
HAVE THIS GOCP 
SOMETHINGE'S , A SHOT AT HIM f 
MAERECTING AM 
THE SKRULL'S ; 
FLAME POWER-- 


pre sm 


= 
AAA 
== 


E S=<7 
E 


E 


4 


e 


NO POCUS ABOUT XY pit 
errenari ras DERA ES =! 
N Cera Te da : 


|) 


PN 
Mi 


cs 
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SFPIDEY LOOKS 


IS... FHAT THE BEAM THAT 

GIVES SKRULLY HIS GO 

POMWERS --? FROM HIS 

FGRONEWORLD 212 CRIPES, 

THE ENERGY NEEDED TO 
PULL 72747 OFF... 


“AND THE SUPER-SARULL! ” 


SO... IT IS NOT A WEAPON 

OR AN ATTACK AT ALL, 

ONLY AN ACC/DENT: BUT 
EVEN SO, ONE THAT WILL 


COST ME DEMRCX... 


WITH ELDRITCH 
FIRE, + 


| WHILE ABOVE comerem > é 
THE ELECTRIC THE CVERHEAD A 


WIRE GRID 
PERPE w 
ENCE LHELID BETWEEN 
THE BEAM... sá 


NY ruaT GENERATOR --! THE YZ 
SKRULL BEAM IS ALREADY 
PUSHING IT WAY BEYOND ITS 
SAFETY CUTE: ru 


AIMOSPHERE. .« 


IF SKRULLY 
BLASTS /T-! 


4 


a 
et 
E 
(CM 
firtao; 


L OUEHT TO BE 7MANKELL FOR GLAD TO SEE vou Maze À 
SNA, FAVORS, THOLIGH, SKRULLY (77 WALL -CRAWLER., 


BI" 
IE, Es 
HOW CAN A Á (0 


BODY ERT SO A SURNED His way 
MUCH AND STILL : OUT OF HERE 


E > - THROUGH THE 
ad N BODESOFMY 
IN MEN. 


ALL RIGHT, T'LL AND SPIDEY-- THIS IS 
RÁDIO THE CHOPPER ONE TOME vo. 
PILOT TO TAKE YOU 


ME TO HAVE 
my MERD 
à EXIANINED. À 


FRANSI TIC: ABOUT --OFE ON A TEN-DAY CARVSBEAN NOT 4 

MISSILE, 

DANIEL -— 
AGAZINE, SRAB- 

dado, A BRIEF, WELL-EARNED VACA - 


(IT LEAST, THAT 
WAS THE (DEM. 


BRITISH REGISTRY, 
CATEST IN A LINE 
OFNOSLE 


Z. 
VESSELS -- 


AND JUST INSIDE THAT HULL NO MATTER. MY 7RY/- 
NA TOURIST CABIN ASSIGNED | | SCANNER HAS LED 
TO TOSLAM RUBIN -- A ME TOTHE BeZE 1 

MADISON AVENUE ANTIQUE SEEK, WITH THE 

DERLER -- AND HIS WIFE... S7RONGEST READ- 

J INES T'VE EVER SEEN. 
MY ENTRA 


NCE 
RENDERED THESE 
HUMANS GNICON - 
SC/0US. 


, 


» .. musT 
BE HIDDEN 
é ANSIDE. 
LED ME TO Xe 
THIS CLAY 
FIGURINE. THE SZARS! 


ALA PO THE 
GIVE DANIEL O THE SCBER HLIMANS S77LL 
- THE SC/R.. SARUEL, OONS wi 
PRIVE. NOW THAT I d BATILEZ 
I CAN 
A 


o 


FOR THIS TINY GEM IS THE € MANAGED TO » THAT'S 


, “ 
E See AD |) J ppm h| LA; UI; VI 
wZ Ú »N ol 


Vá 
, YET YOU WEAR 


--ISA SOUE- á 
DEE HARE 


FOR SARULLS A 


a 


CO sa 


ZA! EMOTIONS 
PING NY MIND, 
'TLETME 


>) 


AT LEAST | 
( THAT LAST PUNCH 
CLEEGRED Ny 
HEAD WHATEVER 
my sREE HERITAGE 


Q 
ITMAKES 
O SENSE THAT TH 
o SKRULL [5 MOST 


R 
D 
nêS 
NU, 


[nd 


AUT HUM p THEN GA UMPEORTUNATELS.. VP MAIT! AS T HIT 
HIT HIM AGAIN! p HIM, SOMETHING 
STAY OUT OF A FELL. 
REACH 2 Ss a 
By THE 


A BAD MISTAKE, 
MS. MARVEL. AND 
IN VOC CASE... 


: e 
. POSSIBLY À 
FATAL ONE. 


TOOK IT MEAD.. ON? HALA,IM 
LUCKY TO BE,,, ML/VE, MANAGED 
TO HOLD ON... TO CRYSTAL... 


«e BUT, 
HEADING 
STRAIGHT FOR... 


S/ATUE OR 
LIBERTK.. 


mail 


++ CAN'T TURN--CAN'T 


mM MANG ON, 
EVEN MOVE! DON'T /Á MAR-VELL! T'LL 
THINK I CAN SURVIVE, ,, GET YOU DOWN 
ANBACT. ; INCMEBVECES 
a , STRAIN'S 
Ge12e) INCREDIBLE-- 
VA 
M 
/ 
Pesto! | 
H 
ati q 
NR, 
Za 
À dm 
S,T / cost 
MANTEL 
TOBEA £007 
s 8. 
SOMETHING... id É 
GCRAÁBEELD A 
“e” 
UPS/E-NSE| |4 FEW MINUTES LATER, AFTER SPIDEY BUT YOU EL HAVE TO KEEP NV 
BANS AND ME. MARVEL HAVE ANTROLDECELD THE SKRULL OCCURVED UNTIL 
PAL -- THEMSELVES ANP COMIPAREDP NOTES... T'M READY, SPIDER-MAN! 
MEy 202 SJ CAN YOU DO /7 2 
A WE HAVEN'T MUCH Z4ME. AS is EE 


SOON AS THE SKRULL REALIZES Ri 
Z'VE GOT THE CRYSTAL, HE'LL ; 
T CALL BE MF 7ER ME WITH A 


IN á TO VENGEINCE. 
TM A [a YOUR 
77,7 ARA À | DESCRIPTION OF 

im VD THE EMFECT 


yYoU'RE| | THAT ELECTRIC 


ca!| | Senasp 
RI! w 
TRIGUES ME... À ' 
X 
» Gi? (THE TERM 
MA MA ernamany e 
FRIEND, rã 
A 
BUT Rr 
vou'vE 607T / s 
EN / Ss 
o: . y A - = - 
[Ed] ) 7 ARE «1 AND TM AFRAID 
of PN SE mes éne 


(Se (DEM IN VOLVED. 


"NO RIDONE?” 


WHERE /5 SHE?! 
WHERE IS MS, 
MARVEL 2? 


By THE E HITHERE. 
LEGCKR NELA, REMEMBER 
T HAVE S/00: MEF 


TEM 
CAN 


= FELUGEM” 


E 


MY TRI-SCANNER 
INDICATES THE 
CRYSTAL IE STILL 
so 
SME. 4 


ABQARIO THIS 


Y HEY, SKRULLY ANYONE 
EVER TELL YOU ABOUT 
YOUR MVE-TRACK MINO? 


So come AND | |... 7) IV 
GET IT: 
Raw Ss 


| () 1) 


9, 
õ, 
o 


E 
q 


uz 
, 


NED -- 

SKRULLYS FOLLOW- | 
INS ME ATO THE SG 
SHIP, WHERE MY e 
Wacl-CRAWLING 5 BETTER GET THE LEAD 
ABILITIES AND ; 7? THAT WAS A LITTLE 
AGILITY.. 3 700 CLOSE FOR. 

' SÍ COMFORT 


I WANT THE 
CRYSTAL, 
HUMAN / 


THEN AGAIN, WE RE ' 
ASSUMI VE THE SKRULL 
WON'T Risk LaAsmW6 His E 
CRYSTAL IN THE ATLANTIC À 
By SIMPLY SLASTINE É 
THE SHIP APART 

AROUND US. 


ZA] FROM THE SOUNES 
OF THINGS, SPIDEy & 
LEADING THE SKRULL 

AMERRY CHASE. 


AND MAKE 


VO MISTAKE -— 
LISEITOR NOT, 
Hr (s WAR . 


INTO THE SHI 
THEY SO, TH 
LESS CHANC 


IT WON'T BE G9SY EVEN THOUGH 
T'LL BE RUNNING THE ZUEL POWER 
OF THE SHIP'S GENERATORS 
THROUIGH THE GRID, A BEAM 
CAPABLE OF SPANNING /NTER- 
GALACTIC SIGACE WON'T BE 
HELD BACK FOR £LONG. 


HOPEFULLY, THIS GRIP IM 
WEAVING WILL DUPLICATE 
WHAT HAPPENED IN THE 

TRAIN YARDS ON A MUCH 
CARGER -- YET MORE 
CONCENTRATEL - - 
SCALE. 


A 
Ed 


| WITH THE SEEMINGLY 
IL TLESS POWER OF 

THAT BROADCAST GEAM 
BEHIND HIM, THE SKRULL 
IS MORE THAN A MATCH 
FOR ANY LONE 


SUPER-HERO. 
272 


OUR FEST GET 
IS TO TRY TO JAM 
THE BEAM, CUTTINS 
THE SKRULL'S POWER 
BACK TOA LEVEL 


OF COURSE, IF THE AVENGERS WERE 
To SHOW UP IN THE NEXT FEW MINUTES, 
LIFE WOLULD BE MARVELOECS . 


V BRIEFLY, CAPTAIN, 
SPIDER-MAN AND T ARE 
TRYING TO STOP ONE OF 


THE ZEMDL/EST MENACES 
OUR WORLD HAS EVER 


ANOVA» 


ANDIF T HAVE TO 
SACRIFICE MY LIFE, 
SOOEY “GS LIFE, YOUR 
SHIP AND YOUR PASSEN- 
GERS TO S/00 THE 
SKRULL , CAPTAIN-— 


| VOU! VOuNne 
WOMAN! WHAT 4 
ARE YOU DOING 

TO MS! SN 


Ho-Hum. ANOTHER AND TO THINK, FOR 
HE FAS IM MISSING 


MANCS --! GROPING 
FOR ME! TI GUESS 
SKRULLY DIDN'T WANT 
TO GET His FEET 
DIRTY. 


WROTE 
=” THE'MOMANCE 
OF THE SEA, T'LL 
BETH VER 


E NE 
= MADED THROUGH 
DD. A LINER'S 


LI 
BULGES. 


LOOSE 
THIS HANDY 
CAM 


a 


A 


AS / 
EAR à 


INCNVEMIECE, 
TOO. T'VE DONE 
| a REA 


PE GAME (5 


ANDEL, 


ZTE 


VARACHNIO, 
IF YOU PLEASE. 
WE SPIDER - 


TYPES ARE 
SENSITIVE 
SOULS. 


OF ALL YOLI HUMANS, ONLY 
REED RICHARDS HAD THE 
GENILIS TO OVERCOME MY 

POWERS --AND MUCA HAS 

CHANGED SINCE THEN. 


YOU ARE BUT A 
LONE WOMAN 
NASQUERADING. 
SA RIR OR 
LOOK! EVEN YOUR 
COMPANION 4 
DESERTS 


WON'T YOU STEP 
INTO MY BARLOR--? 


-<s 


NO L--I CAN'T GO 
THROUGH WITH THis, 


GETOUT OF 
HERE, SPIDEY! 
THE HATCH 
BEHIND YO (Ac 


Ca 


CRYSTAL, 


H 
JAKE IT FROM 
YOUR CORPSE. 


WOMAN, IF YOU 
THINK TO 7842 
ME HERE, YOU 
ARE A LOCE 


SWITCH! 


LJ 
THEN T SHALL 


ITTLEEITICiT TA 


[Zn THAT INSTANT, EL THE CLINER E LIGHTS 
EO OUT, THE GREAT SHIP GONG DEMO N 

THE WATER AS ALL THE FOWER OF HER 

ENGINES, ER ELECTRIC GENERATORS-- RR 


I DONT BELIEVE IT! 

SOME KIND OF MONSTROS 
ENERGY BEAM , APPEARING 
OVER THE GRID... 


-8 CHANNELED INTO THE 
GRIP FATTERN LAID OUT 
ABOVE HER DECK . 


(9 MOMENT LATER, | 
IT'S AS IF THE SUN 
HAD BEEN REBORN 


ZA a 
= VS 
GS E ON EARTH» AA 

e - Ea 198/47) |) 
é uniao * . 
e a SBACE... a | 


QU? 


My PLAN 'S 
WORKING! 


AS 
X 
X 


my erRIDS “E 
| TAMMING 
THE BROAD - 


CAST BEAM. 
YOU'RE 
WEAKENING » 
SkKRULL / 


| WALKED INTO 7/4947 ONG, 
i ALL RIGHT. I'VE A SUPDEN, Ê 
2 FEELING THIS IS GOING 


4 
| TO BE MARDER THAN 
1 THOUGHT. 2 as 
| BUT LM COMMITTED ; A ge 
VE GOT É YOUR STRENGTH 
RELP THE ia a a) s DOES NO7 IMPRESS )| 


| KEEP THE SKRULL IN 
| THIS 40EO “TIL ] ME, WOMAN - — 
THE cRys7al st Ni É 
| REACHES (Ve, 
|CRITICALITY. x” 

E ES 

Da "tam 

| THIS CAR IA & No No 
| OUGHT TO , , À 
| Scom : 
HIM DOWN | 


ABIT. o 


--FOR EVEN 


SCMWE OF THE BEAM'S ENERGY 
15 ALREADY SLIPPING PAST 
“THE GRID, TRIEGERING THE 
CRYSTAL'S WARP MATRIX-- 


q 


-—-MOST OF HIS AR7/- 
FERAL PONERS INTO 
REME CNES! FOR ALL 
My KREE ABILITIES, TI 
S7VEL CAN'T MATCH 
HIM! HEMAY KILL ME 
BEFORE WE CAN 
SPRING THE TRAP/ 


EHOW, YEARS 


OF EXPOSURE 
TO THE BROADCAST 
BEAM MUST HAVE 
FRANSFORMED -- 


ALL THE CRYSTAL NEEDS TO COMPLETE 


=-RIVIN E 
THE CRYSTAL TO 
THROW EVER = 
ZHUN'E AROU ne 


TUR 


.. NAMELY, THE LAMMED- A 


THE PROCESS IS A SUDDEN, MASSIVE S CA, NEAR-INFINITE POWER 


INFLUX OF «u 
ENERGY, d/ À — 


Wit THE SPEED OR 
7HOC GT, THE BROADCAST 
BEAM ENVELOLRS THE 
STARTLED SUPER-SKRULL 
q hd & 
E) e 


«« ALOODINE HIM WITH 
“MORE RAW FOWER THAN 
HE E EVER FELT. FLOOONE 
THE CRISTAL, AS WELL. 


OF THE SKRULL'S BEAM-- 
SUDDENLY RELEASED: 


SO GADEY, SKRULL -— 
THEN Siqrde (7 


2 ed 


THE GEM FLARES SIAR-BRIGHT; 
ENEREY LASHINE OUT ACROSS THE ME 
FOLD, TWSINE TIME AND SZAcE AR 
APART AS THE VERY AZQUSRIC eder 
OF THE UNIVERSE (£ (MOMENT- ; so adote 
ARC RESRBED . Ê 
mas OR AN INSTANT; EM 
; A CELESTIAL É 
GATEWAY OPENS,.. 


«AND THEN, IT CLOSES . 


THE CRYSTAL OPENED A 
Door 


A MVEL/ON FACETE N SHE SMILES... THEN SIVERENS IN V 
GY INTO "MARPSPACE ” ION 


WITH A MILLIO ALARM AS THE IMAGES SEEM TO 
SEPARATE AMAGES / CHANGE BEFORE HER EYES, ONE 
OF MS. MARVEL: / AFTER THE OTHER += 5 


LM STILL NOTSURE NNE 
How TSURVVED | 
ITHER TIME, 


SIRANGEST OF ALL, IN HER 


SAND, THE CRYSTAL FEELS 
ALMOST. ALIVE. AND, OR 
SUPREMOR HELP HER - - 
HUNERY ! No 
b; BE TIM Ne 


SISEEIISA 
FOR (IS. MARVEL , A MYSTERY --TO BE UN - mass 
É , if, RAVELLED IN HER CIVN' MAE. FOR SIDE; 4 
O SECOND MEETING WITH (RON FIST, THE ELVINO WEAPON 
O BE MERE/N BO FOR DANNY RANDIS EIRTHRAY AND PER- 
SGUIE HAPS, THE NIGHT OF IRON FIST 'S MUDE, 


MIGHT OF THE DRAGON!” 


SPIDEY, SO BEAU - 
ZHUECIL NT TAKES 
YOUR GIREATA, 


* o 


QT 


MN TA ATT VE er 
E a | A A 
ANO) 


ya 
E 
Res 


TE 


PBS A 
4 


Slôn Lee 7HE MOST FANTASTICO SOTh (SSUE OF ALL! 


How MLICH MORE 
OF THIS IS THERE 


li AT, 
Ac mm 


[mr 


Po 
ENS) 


p= 
ans o 


=! 
ad 


a € : f j à 
EE etançe S 
—— 1X 

e Saes AA 4 BS: 


SEE] ANALYZING 
) Wa 74 
, NOW, 
S LI | ima 
JOE JIM NOVAK, LETTERER ROGER TIM DEDICATED TO STAN 
SINNOTT STERN  SHOOTER VACK KIRBY-- 
S  EMBELLISHMENT AMOLLY COLORIST | EDITOR EPITOR-IN-CHIEFE WE SXARTES IT ALL! 


BEATS ME HOW You * YA ALREADY KNOW 
CAN FIND ANY VORE RR MORE ABOUT My INNAR 
gi THAT TIN ANZUVO! 

IN, , 


E 


THESE LATEST TESTS REMEMBER HOW, WHEN 
METHING YOU FIRST BECAME 


5 (A 
ES ar, 
NA 


WELL, THAT WAS YOUR BODY TRYING 
TO SHED THE £FFECTS OF THE 

COSMIC RAYS, JUST AS MINE 
FINALLY DID. 


XFE &I7B-197 Mu 
CWHEW)-- ROG, 


SO EVEN YOUR BASIC 
APPEARANCE HAS 

BEEN CONSTANTLY 
CHANGINGS... 


"FROM SOMETHING 
ÁKIN TO DINOSALIR 
HIDE... 


WELL, BEN-- T'M 
THAT AFRAID MY STUDIES 
OBVIOUS2, SHOW THAT YOUR 


CURED YOU AS YOU “ 
WERE YEARS AGO -- UNDERSTAND, À 


I LINDERSTAND le ANOTHER 


" 
TAN' ALL BECAIE DO | CER N aa Es Á 
ia EEN) EA EO, o 17 Ne - 


by 
aa” dé 


ABA 


ra LA ty ne , 
IF THIS WOULDA WORKED JUST SET THE 
ON ME INTHE BAST, T'LL «nem esco DIAL FOR ACOUPLE 
GIVE IT TO ME IN THE OF MONTHS AFTER 
PAST/ OUR JOYRIPE 
IN REEP'S 
um PD sam COURTESY OF ROCKET... 
DOC DOOM'S — [É 
e 


AND LET / FUNNY. T'VE 'CEPT.Z AIN'T MOVIN! AT ALL, ESTO! TIM 
THE TIME-* RIDDEN THIS IT'S THE PLATFORM THAT'S SOMEWHEN ELSE/ 
PLATFORM qu A DOZEN el ld WHEN IT GETS TO 

' TI OP-- 


TUE 


8 ú 
' ! T - 
DISPLACER. » º 4 ; 


1] njalal 


MO TIM STILL 
O) IN THE BAXTER 
BUILDING -- BUT 
pe BEFORE THE 5 


E rossmad FF MOVED IN, 


AH, WELL! DON'T 
HAVE TIME FOR--! 


WLIZZAT € 


JUST WHAT WELL, WELL! REED! 
you AND YOUR-- WOULDN'T T LOYE TO 

AH--COLLEAGUES SEE HIS FACE IF T-- 
ARE LOOKING 


FOR, DR. 
RICHARDS/ 


A 
q 


(em 


CERTAIN THE CONSTRUCTION 
IS SOUND? WE CANNOT 
RISK ANY ACCIDENTS! 


WAIT! THAT 
NOISE-- THE 
ELEVATOR! / 


THE COAST LOOKS 
CLEAR. T'LL JUST--/ 


A 


“A Rh É 
a Vi tmmaát 


GAH! WILLIN 
KNow PEACE Z 


je 


E /) a 
FUNNY di Tra 
HERE IN YEARS. a 


TWO STORIES ABOVE, IN À N 
DARRENED APARTMENT... 
ANO 


N 
ANN 


PERHAPS SUSAN IS é 
RIGHT. PERHAPS T 
SHOULD STOP 

BLAMING REED 

FOR--! : WA 


(Ny 


«A LONELY MAN SITS WITH THOUEHTE 
FEW MORTALS COULO LUNDPERSTAND. 


os UNHAND HER, A 
É YOU MONSTER! 
; LET GO ia My ( TLIRN, MONSTER! 


TURN AND ACE 
ME! 


ASS 
o PCC 
(e) / A; 


Um: (a 


Eira 
Ravi 


WHATEVER 

YOU ARE 
TRYING, YOU 
SHALL NOT 

SUCCEED! 


nda 
BAI 
S 
2 
À 
EN 
DA vu 
U 
Q 
t 
2 
5 
S 
Ea 
q 


LOCKED FOREVER INTO = 
DS MIND OF BENJAMIN GRIMM... 


HE RISES TO FACE... 
Eis 


.. AS SLOWLY--LINSTEADILY = - 


UK > N 


4 
! El “a 
| T 
À 


HOLY... WAS I REALLY HOLP ON, PAL. NT AM NOT YOUR 
E YOU AN' ME'S )“paL!, MONSTER. I 
D GOTTA TALK LÁ AM THE THINGS 
THROTTLE REED! ) 7 
O ! 
So (9) 
EN (6) 


Re 
UC a é 


a 


5) “PA 
», JU 
S A 


” 
“A 


dis 


Cá 


y 


<ú 


As 
|5$ 


7 a 


E 


KER-RIPES / |5 THAT 
Z THE 


EALLY ME 
IN HIS 
VOICE -- TH 


E 
EITTERNESS! 
O, 


Dá 


A 


I WOULD GIVE 
coL To 


pi 
Rs 
N 


TRÁSHES, 


(À pa 
=ÇÃ dl 
E? 
7 HE 
o a 
CAR. 7 
A x É 


WAIT! HOLD IT! LLSSENM 
TA ME, WILLYA 2 


PON'T 
MOCKk ME, 
a MONSTER 


j : : 
p : Rin J BN 
ad a? od Hj é Es, y 


NOW, SAY NO MORE! 
DON'T TEMPT ME TO 
FORGET MY STRENGTH. 
You WOULD NoT 
SURVIVE IT. 


GET ANY 
LEVERAGE! 


a 
o 


É ; Va" 


| s 


ZM THE 
THINS/ TIM 
VOL, FROM 
THE FUTURE! 


“DOC LOQM E?" YOU 
EXPECT MÊ TO BELIEVE 
BALL 


--HE'S 
NEVER a 
HEARD 
OF 

HIM! j 

a : 


NOBOOY HOLDS : 
THE THING, ç 


Ig: 


N 

ec Me dO 

Pp NE di 
NDA BEE qua 
NO Reto, 


IT 


5 
— MPOSSIBLE! 

NV Z MUST BE 
DREAMING! 


ANT tua 
EO! "| 
Sae 
A k 

A a 


SÁ 
a é ds 
(sá 
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Marvel Team-Up :61-62 and Marvel Two-In-One *50 were John Byme's first major Fantastic Four-related works. 
Several months later, he was tapped to become the series” new regular penciler. Byme's first issue was 209, the 
middle chapter of a sweeping 11-part epic. 


Previously, in Fantastic Four 204-208... 


The surprise arrival of the Xandarian queen Adora at the Baxter Building put the Fantastic Four up against a 
shapeshifting Skrull assassin. Learning of the Xandarians” plight, the team decided to travel to the Andromeda 
galaxy to confront the Skrulls before their far-reaching plans imperiled the Earth. Meanwhile, the Human Torch 
encountered old flame Frankie Raye, who snubbed him; subsequently, while the rest of the FF traveled to Xandar, 
Johnny stayed behind on Earth to reconcile his life. Mr. Fantastic, the Invisible Woman and the Thing assisted the 
Xandarians against the Skrulls, but were captured and shot with a metabolic booster designed to age them at an 
incredibly rapid rate. With three days to live before dying of old age, the FF managed to escape and commandeer 
a Skrull starship. On Earth, the Human Torch teamed up with Spider-Man to fight the Monocle, who was actually 
in the employ of the criminal scientists known as the Enclave. Back in the Andromeda galaxy, the Champions 
of Xandar mistakenly shot down the FFºs ship im space, but saved them once they realized their error, and the 
Human Torch transported from Earth to join his teammates shortly thereafter. The powerful Earth being known 
as the Sphinx, who had been traveling with the Champions, sought the Xandarian Worldmind, a hive intellect that 
contained the knowledge of all deceased Xandarians. By absorbing this knowledge, the Sphinx gained virtually 
limitless power, and easily defeated both the Fantastic Four and the Champions. As the Sphinx left to destroy the 
Earth, Mr. Fantastic announced their need to find the only being in the universe capable of stopping the Sphinx 
... the world-devourer Galactus! 
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Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 
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HOLDING... WE'LL BE AGING RAY AFFECTING 
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WHAT TRIEDTO 
PERFORATE ME! 
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FLYIN' BUGS! 


£ a 
KA 
ZA 


|  vER 
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EVEN WITH HALF MY EVER-LOVIN' 
STRENGTH, I CAN STILL SMASH 
ME A FEW FLYIN' COCKROACHES -- 


CAREFUL, 

NOW, WE'RE 

NOT AT FULL 
POWER! 


MY CONCERN ISN'T OVER YOUR 
ABILITY, BEN-- IT'S THE FATE 
OF THE EARTH ! 


BUT, AS A WEAK AND PANED REED 
RICHARDS WENDS HIS WAY AROUND 
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IT'S OF NO USE, 
REED ! THEY'RE 
BREAKING THRU 
MY SHIELDS! 
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WE'VE NO IDEA HOW LONG IT 
WILL TAKE THE SPHINX TO REACHIT... 


NO IDEA 
WHAT HE'LL 
DO ONCE HE'S 


THERE! 
AS IMPORTANT 
AS THIS MAY 
BE TO YOU, AN 
ENTIRE 
PLANET 
NEEDS US! 


JUST SAID 
THERE, 
MISTER-- À 
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IDONT THINK N HEADSTRONG 
IT WAS “T LEADER ALONE! 
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I KNOW THAT, SUE -- 
EVEN JOHNNY'S FLAME- NO! I'VE 
BURSTS DON'T SLOW BEEN AN V/ THEY'VE BEEN 
THEM DOWN -- WalT! UTTER SLOWING US 
FOOL! DOWN! LOOK 
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SCREEN 1 


THEY'VE BEEN 
KEEPING US BUSY 
WHILE THEIR 
LEADER IS 
HEADING FOR THE 
NOVA SHIP! 


OF COURSE ! 
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ÚUODENLY; 


VIR. FANTASTIOS 
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BODY SPREADS 
WIDE AND THIN -- 


BUT, IF THEY 
SUCCEE. 


--AND, WITH PRACTICED 

EASE, HE BLANKETS THE 

ASTONISHED ALIENS WITHIN 
HIS PLABLE FORM ! 


NOW, BEN--NOW! KEEP YER SHIRT 
HURRY BEFORE ON, STRETCHO! N 
I GOT YA! 


I HAVE NO 
OTHER 
CHOICE, 

BEN! DO 

YOUR BEST! 


YOU DID IT! THEY'RE 
UNCONSCIOUS... 
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AM 1 TOO LATE? THE 
ALIEN IS ALREADY 
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SLIDING SHUT! 


WHEN YA GOT YER 
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WHEREVER YER 
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ALIENZ 
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YOU CAN'T LIVE YOUR LIFE WONDERING WHAT | SOMETHIN'! TELLS ME NUTS-AN'-BOLTS 
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Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 
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AND SUCDENCY Tilt ANTASTIO 
FOLIR GECIRRY INTO WELL - 
OLED ACTIONS 


WISH I WAS AS CONGICENT 
AS T SOUND. BUT T 
DON'T WANT SUSIE 
T'WORRY NONE/ 


4 
SHE GOT ENUFE 
ON HER MIND WHAT 
WITH US GROWIN 
CEDER BY 
THE MINNIT-- 


DAYS BEFORE 
THE £. 4 DIES 
FAL AGE! À 


ONE SOU GA AWAY, FOR 
EVERY ONE T DEFLECT -- 


JUST BROAY SON... HERBIE-- 
NOTIFY BEN AND SUE TO GET 
BACK IN HERE --AND QUICKLY/ 


PRAy AND WAIT, THAT S MEL 
THEY EVER HAVE VE DO... 
TM GETTING S/KCK OFIT/ 


THERE S TOO 
MANY A THESE 


? LET THAT SECOND-RATE 

RZ-D2 BLOW HIS TIN-WHISTLE 

FROM HERE TA ALPHA CENTAURI 
FERALLI CARE! 


FERGET IT, ETRETEH! WITHOUT ME MAKIN' À 


THE IF WE TAKE OFF és 
FUPID--! THROUGH HyPER- k 1 LIKE RESGIE JACKSON, YOU'LL MEVER 
BOTHOF SPACE WITH YOU = LAST LONG ENOUGH TA MAKE THE 
YOU -- GET OUTSIDE, YOU'LL a SPACE JUMP! 
BE COS7 TOUS . ” “o E 
a +. ; O 'sves,ZTANTAL VE 
THAT IMPORTANT- — 


FOREVER? : 
a 7 Se coTTA 
REACH GALACTUS 
AN' GET IM TA 
SAVE THE EARTH! 
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Le DON'TDO BUT I GOTTA! ALL 
PA THIS, BEN/ THE EARTH STANDS 
TA LOSE IS A BIS; 
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= A ME BLOW. 
E UR NELÊ Vie E CSS 
— HIMBELF W H ' 
(9 . & Have TO! 
IL a N NY NA 
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CE 
CE 


JOHNNY” SE Td 
WHERE ARE NOR TO SAVE MY 
YOU GOING: LM A PRIENCT, 
Fa SUE. WHERE 


NO TIME TO PUT ON A SPACE 

SUIT. SO ONCE I BLOW 
OPEN THE HATCH, T'LL 

a HAVE a 


TOOLATE...THE |, + 
HATCH ISBLOWIN' 9 


K HUH? WHATIN BLAZES? 

Kd THESHIPS STARTIN'TA 

BUTBLE ALL AROUN*- 
ovo! 


THERE HE ; 
GOES -- SHOOTIN 
OUITINTO THE 
VACUILI-- CRNDES! 


e s GONN, 
“So Sr cdétow 


vo 


AIN'T NO Way HE 'S GONNA MAKE 
IT. FIRST BREATH HE TAKES, AN' 
THAT'LL BE ALL SHE WROTE / 5 


GA, 


ITANY SEC... fa 


FILLS UP WITH OXYEEN 
BEFORE JOHNNY 
GIVES OUT/ 


SET “IM Back 
INSIDE, QUICK 


" HESNOTOPENIN GOTT 
HISEYES! FEELS |) maKEIT! 
KINDA LUME! 
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HEY Z FEEL "IM STIRRIN/ HIS 
CHEST'S BEGINNIN'TA MEMVE! 


GOTTA KEEP THIS 
UR... GOTTA Maki 
IM BREATHE... 
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Mae 
VA HEALMOST GOT 


HIMSELF AVLLED CAUSE THANKS 
AME... T AIN'T NEVER TO YOU, 
GONNA FERGET IT... BUDDY... 


My CAECELATIONS MUST BE 
ACCURATE, SUE, IF THEY AREN'T, 
WE CAN OVERSHOOS CALACTUS' 
POSITION BYMORE THAN A 
PYCOUNSANED GARSECS! MH 


VOCIRSCCVES. 
5 WERE CA 


REED, LOOK! IT'S 
GAEMACTUS 
SAO 


RIGHT. TIVE 
BEEN HERE MM 
BEFORE/ 


WAY BACK IN EL FÉdG, -- MW, 


AT THAT MOMENT ME “TO SAVE UM, TH 
LET FORTH WiTH A 


50, You WUZ. RISHT TRY TO REMEMBER, 
ALL ALONG, HOW'O YOU 1) BEN. GALACTLUIS 
KNOW GALLY WASN'T WAS ABOARD HIS 
PLUSHIN UP DAISIES SHIP HIS MACHINES 
h LIKE WE ALL THOUGHTZ” WERE ABSORBING 
CRGANICENEREY 
SS FROM THE PLANET POPPURX. 


INTO A HUGE, PUL — 
SATINE ERAM. ++ 


Pe WORLO dE WAS 
Z CONMSECNUNE “AS 
HSV TASTVO PRO /755.-- MARY, ; CILENE UBS 


“THEN, FINALLY INTO ARM - 
LESS INORGANIO ENERGY 
WiiCht NOLILO NORMALLY DIS - 
SIBATE THROEA THE CINIVERSE-- 
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LL WERE/TNOT FOR 
THE EACT THAT HIS 


WITH THE ENEREY EROM 
PORPUR 


VilhS INORCANIE PRESENCE WAS CONTAINED,,.!T COMBINED mm" + I 


UifiE WAS, SIMPLY PL T-- € 
RECREMTEC! * 
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WITH POPPUPS ORGANIC ENEREY.., THEN, SCOWLY LT MUST HAVE 
sds PE TAa iria es RETURNED TO (TS NORMAL, ORGANIC 
TATE... 


!, ANDONCE THAT 

CHANCE WAS MADE, 

GALACTUS MACHINES 
INTECRATEL 
Mi BEING... 


AWRIGHT, T'LL BUY THAT, BUT À SO WHY DIDN'T xa 
IT STILL DON'T EXPLAIN HOW TELL LIS THAT 
soc KNEW HE WUZ BACK! : BEFORE Now? 


AFTER OUR FIRST ENCOUNTER | 
WITH GALACTLUIS, 1 C| 

A WARNING SIGNAL 
ATTUNED TO HIS ALIEN 


ETABOLISM. 


GALACTUS | AN 
ENIGMA, SUE, YOU CAN'T Em 
PREDICT HIS ACTIONS. AM 


/ gur wirHour His Vi 
INCREDIBLE POWER, 
THERE IS NO Way 
FOR LIS TO DEFEAT 
THE RE-vVITAL - 
IZEO SDAUNK! 
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ij 
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“ONCE THE SEANX ABSORBEO 
THE ANCNLEDEL OF THE EIVING 
MM, RS CE XANDAR, ONCE 
ME CAINED THE OWNER THAT 
ANOMLEDEE GAVE MIM -— 


TOCOMPELCATE KNOCK IT OFF, YA SO '& My EMASHIN'ITTY- 
BLASTED TIN-CAN! T UU BITTY WISE-MOUTH 
DON'T WANNA HEAR TA SMITHEREENS, SO 
SHUDDUP! 


S/R, TERMINATON 
OELIFE FLNCTIONS 
ARE NOT CON - 
A 70 7uREE vice ace S/DERED GORY 
a) 7 DIGEERENT RATES | THEY AREA MOST 
; MMATURAL 
OCCURRENCE... 


REED! GALACTUS SHIP IS BUT WE AIN'T GOT THE 
INCREDIBLY MUDE. IT TIME. REMEMBER 
THAT, HIGH-POCKETS, 


KES THE 


Z gs E 
VEN, SUE SUDDENLY FALTERS, L DON'T WANT TO 
ANE. LEAVE YOU ALONE, 
SUE/ -ITiS ; j 


WHAT'S WRONG? JNOTHING... T'M 
YOU LOOK -- JUST PURE... 
Et: IT'S HARD FOR 

pr ME TO CONTINUE... 


LETMEREST HERE... 
YOU THREE GO ON 
ALONE, 
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I USED TA BE/ 
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AN'T BET YER NOT 
WE DO? ya E GONNA TELL LIS WHaT 
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A AN' READY? 
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E THINGS 'BOUT 
ida KEEPIN'US IN | 
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STAND Back, I'LL BLAST THAT 


THINSAMABOB IN HALF WITH N STILL SIGANDUAN 
A FIREBALL! ) re THERE yAkKkIN'Z 


4 is É 
a WHAT S THIS 
VN/488 Di CHICKEN OUTEIT 
MM fo COMIN/TO WHEN 
4a VORA A GUY'S GOTTA 
A. SAVE HIMSELF 
É SR FROM BEIN ao 
j SWALLOWED 
id 


A SPACE 
MOOVERMATIC! 


ARE YOU YEAH,YEMH TEvEN VeaLacrusIScoNNa W 

IEHT, ) GOT WAXEDAN'POLISHED — HAFTA HIREA GAL TA 

NZ7 FER MY TROUBLES, ONLY COME IN AN'SwEEP 
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Gizmo! ” 
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WITH LEEGSUIRE, NR. R! 


FEEL SO WEak... DON'T KNOW 
IFI CAN GOON FOR MUCH 


: SYVLL, THE DISTAEE MEMBER OE 
Sa «o WHICH MEANS..) io DOES ER TOS, AND... 
s. IMAY NOT LIVE 
LONGER... > LONG ENOUGH 
q TO EVER SEE MY 
HOW | ; 
CAN I TELL REED 
MY FAMILY HAS 
MEMAXS DIED 


I'LL REACH 
THEEND OF 
MY NATURAL 

| LIFESPAN LONG 
BEFORE REED 
OR BEN... sé 


LA 
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T SAWSLUE ZREMELING INTHERE-- | Ra IT'S WORKING LAD! 
ANDI HAVE À MALINCA 1 KNOW WHATS SOS ( CALACTUS NEVER 
BOTHERING HER. as < ANTICIBATED 
RE TROUBLE ABOARD 
| ad THIS sHIP/ 


SEEM 
INSICNTES - 
CANTO 


HE MAY HAVE CHOSEN TO IGNORE AS, BUT LET'S 
SEE HIM IGNORE A WILD ANIMAL SPAMPEDE ! 


a TO DIRECT THEM INTO GALACTLIS S 


'SLIKEALL GRAVITY GS 


BEEN SHUT OFF/ ETA 


JOHNNY! PROD THEM FORWARD! WE'VE NV HEX! WHAT'S GOING ON? 
N IT 


Mia 
CTA A NE 
NE 27 


ci! 
x 


VMA” 


+ CA CAN CALISE THE 
E cosmos TO 
PREMBLE 


1) vou ARE LESS THEN A 
PF MORE IN MINE EXE- AND 
YET, YOU FEEL FREE TO 


SHOULD T NOT 
HAVE DONE 
AWAY WITH JOU 


Has NOT GALACTLIS 


ALLOWED YOU TO E/VE WHEN 
A SIMPLE FLICK OF MY EYELID COULD 
BRING ON INSTANTANECUS DEMTA ? 


“You REQUEST THE ASSISTANCE 


WHY THEN DO YOU V SPEAK QUICKLY LITTLE / 
FEEL YOU MAY ONES, EXPLAIN YOUR — OF ONE YOU PESPISE ? HMM, 
INGADE MY PRIVACY. SELVES NOW. YOU ALMOST ANTRIGUE MNE! 

ENDIANCER GO ON, HUMAN 

v + 


ALMOST 
RIVALS YOUR 
OWN... 
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IF WE'RE TOY 7 THE srriNx Mar RENO Val | wHaga? WE HOPSCOTCH HALF 
SURVIVE, AWARE OFTHE YOUR WORLD FROM END- WAY ACROSS THE GALAXY JUST 
EVENTS TRAN- TO-ENDFORALL T FER YOU TO TELL LIS TA GET 
SPIRING ON EARTH. CARE. CosT? 
INDEED, AM T NOT 
GALACTUIS, TO THLIS, FOR NOW, 
WHOM ALL IS FOR ALWAYS, 


KNOWLEDGE? MY ANSWER TO 
SOU IS-MNO? + 
A PL 


NOT YET, 
JOHNNY, GALACTUS, 
T HAVE A AROS! TON 


IN WHICH CASE 7 RESERVE 
THE RIGHT TO RESCINO 
THAT VOW, ; 


HELP LIS DEFEAT THE SPHINX, 
AND YOU ARE FREE TO ATTACK 
à THE EARTH ONCE AGAIN, 


REED/ WHAT ARE 
YOL SAVING? HOW 
CAN YOU TRADE 
ORE ONE MENACE FOR 
IVIN 
ENERGIES' 


EXTRACTED MY 
VOW NEVER 


b 
PON'T M 
INTERFERE, 
SUE. T KNOW 
WHAT LI AM DOING, 


AND THOLISH T--TO 
WHOM NOTHING |& 
UNKNOWN-- AM AWARE 
OF YOUR HUMAN FRUGACA- 
CRY, THOUGH T FULLY 
COMPREHEND YOU WILL 
STILL ATTEMPT TO 
BREVENT ME FROM 
DRAINING THE EARTH 'S 
ENERSY--Z ACCEPT 
OUR PROOSITION.:! 


YOUR WORDS 4NTEREST ME, 
HUMAN... TO CONQUER THAT 

WHICH HAS SLIPPED THROUGH 
MY GRASP 7EMPTS ME. 


BUT, BEFORE 1 TRAVEL 
TO YOUR EARTH, YOU 
MUST FIRST COMPLETE 
A MISSION FOR 
GALACTUS ! 


I HAVE NEED OF A NEW MERALO 
-- ONE WHO WILL LEAD My way 
THROUGH THE COSMOS, WHO WILL 
GUIDE M$ PATH TO YOUR PLANET 
AND TO A THOUSAND OTHER SUCH 


THIS HERALD HAS ALREADY 
BEEN CYOSEN... BUT YOU 
MUST BRING HIM TOME... 


SUCCEED, AND 1 SHALL Vá FAIL, AND IT PROMISE 
DEFEAT THIS SPHINX g SOL AND YOUR 


FOR You. 
NS SO SPEAkS 
EALACTUS! SO 


MENT GALACTUS * ' 
is SEM TE RE DI REBRDO i; 
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O dm EU, Era = 


LIGHT SUDDENLY SHIMMERS INTO VIEW 
ia CARRYING FOUR SOMENHAT STARTLED 
BUT ANX/OLUS PASSENGERS. . 


KANSAS. 
ANYMORE! 


KANSAS [5 MORE THAN THREE THOUSAND PARSECS FROM HERE, DON'T GIMME THAT LINE, 
MISTER-- ALL I REMEMBER 
MERBIE:! IT AIN'T BAD . IS, (T WUZ YOU WHO SOLO 
ENUFF THAT THE BIG G em THE EARTH DOWN THE 
HADDA SEND US HALF- Seje River! 
WAY ACROSS THE aguS -+ 
BLAMED UNIVERSE -- 


KNOCK IT OFF, BEN. WE'VE GOTA , 
MISSION AHEAD OF US... REMEMBER? 


a I CAN'T TELL VT WOULD NEVER KNOWINGINGLY 
WOTTA YA MEAN BY RELEASIN/GALACTUS FROM YOU THAT BEN... ENDANGER THE EARTH... YOU'VE 
HIS VOW NEVER TO ATTACK THE EARTH, IN EX- SOT TO BELIEVE NE. 
CHANGE FOR HIM PUTTIN'THE KIBBOSH ON THE 
SPHINX? 


IT IS FOR 
EARTH'S SAKE 
THATI'M WILLING 
TO HELP GALACTUS 
ACQUIRE A NEW 
MERALD. 


SANE YOUR FLAMES, JOHNNY... I'VE A 
HUNCH WE'LL NEED YOU AT FULL POWER! 


So HOW ARE WE W 
SUPPOSEDTA FIND 
GALACTUS' NEW 
HERALOD IF WE 
DON'T GO 
SEARCHIN' 


YOU THREE GO ARGUE... IM GONNA 
SCOUT THIS ROCK QUARRY AND SEE IF 
I CAN PICK UP ANY LEADS ON THE 
DUDE GALACTUS WANTS US TO FIND, 


GALACTUS 
WILL LEAD 
US TO HIM. 


MOVE IT... RUN! wHoO ARE 

Eveadção pi, 
LCOKS LIKE As E ; nd ARE THEY 
wi AFTER You? 
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Ata 
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4 PN BAN, ya E = )=352A * THoueuTs. ESCAPE BEFORE-- 
Pi (ou wo! (rs Too UP THERE, REED-- 
LATE,.. THEY'VE THEY LOOK LIKE 
STONE 


CA 


FOUND US... WERE 
POOMED! A 
1 


+ 7 
HEY! T DON'T LIKE THE pa ' WELL, LET 'EM | : BEN--DON'T! 
WAY THEY'RE CHARGIN? No. " à TRY-- WITH HALF , Ah THEY MAY BE-- 
H THOSE / > Dor 1, THEIR INSIDES-- Ao 
/ CN OU TSIDE! 
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THEY'RE TRYIN' 
TA ZAP us! 


BD! PULL ANY 


ps PUNCHES! 
, S) Ea 
f COME ON-- 
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No! vo MOVE 17! b 
OT ATTACK > E 
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THE WAR-MEN! 
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“8 + nl if 
$s (7 Nu ANT 
UIP = 
ACHINE GOD) 


SUT EVEN AS REED RICHARDS FORCES HIS 
7Ó STRETCH BEYOND ALL LIMITS OF ENDURANCE. 
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USA NE 


WiTH ALL HS AWESOME POWER THE RAMPAGING THING 
PLUNGES INTO THE ATTACKING ROBOTIC HORDE AND. - - 


S 
ás 


DNS 
MNE N 
a: 


BESIDES WHICH, WE 
HAVEN'T THE TIME TO 
WASTE HERE... WEVE 


THAT ROBOT'S 
LEVELLING [TS 


y 
E CANT 
POSsSIBLY MISS 
AT POINT- BLANK 
RANGE! 


WHAT ELSE WOULD THAT JUNKHEAP 
BE AIMING AT THAT I COULDN'T SEE? 


BUT WHAT ABOUT 
REED AND BEN? 
ARE THEY --*? 


ABLE TO SHAKE OFF 
THE EFFECTS! 


YOU DO THAT 2 
WE WERE TRYING 
TO SAVE YOU! 


MENT FOR RESISTING THE WAR- 
MEN (S TORTURE AND DEATH-- 


SUE! YOU CAN BREATHE 
EASY-- L'VE SLAGGEOD 
THIS CREEP! 


JOHNNY? HOW DID YOU 
KNOW HE WAS GOING 
TO FIRE AT ME 7 


THEY WERE ALREADY WEAKENED 
By THE SKRULL'S METABOLIC 
AGING RAYL 


BLAST IT, SIS... 
THIS SEEMS LIKE 
SUCH A HOPELESS 
ASSIGNMENT, EVEN 
IF WE FIND GALAC- 
TUS' HERALD, EVEN 
tF GALACTUS CAN 
SAVE THE EARTH 

FROM THE SPHINX'S 

REVENGE-- 


-- BUT THE PUNISH- 
MENT FOR DES7ROY- 


ING THEM [S 
CONSIDERABLY 
à WORSE? 


--HOW CAN WE POSSIBLY 
REVERSE THE SKRULL'S 


AGING RAY IN TIM-- 


dA 


ANO, SHORTLY... 


ON YOUR FEET, 
CREATURE...OR 


UGH! WHA HOPPEN? 


BEN! REED! 
YOU'RE 
BOTH ALIVE! A 


PLACES 1 

DIPN'T EVEN 

KNOW 1 HAD 
PLACES! 


BUT ONCE 1 GET MY STRENGTH * 


BACK, I'M TURNIN' YOU INTA A 
CRUMPLED UP SGAROINE CAN! 


FIGGERS! WERE BEIN' 

LED TO OUR DEATAS, 

AND YER JUST i 
INTERESTED (N THE 
ARCHITECTURE! 


N --OR THE ABSOLUTE 
DUMBEST! 


[T SHALL BE TYROS WHO DETERMINES 
YOUR FATE, AND CONCEIVES YOUR ' 
SLOW AND TORTUOUS EXECUTION! 


TYROS WILL 
SEE YOU 
NOW. ENTER. 


SUDDENLY, TH GREAT STONE DOOR 


CAN IT, q 


CHONDERHEAD..- 
T'M MOVIN'IT. 


BEFORE THEM GRINDS OPEN, REVEALING.. 


GREAT SCOTT! 

IT LOOKS AS IF 

[TE BEEN CARVED 
o 


TOFA 
SINGLE STONE! 


GOOD GRIEF -- 
LOOK AT THEIR 
Cciryi 


TYROS THE 
TERRIBLE! 


YOU MUST MUMBLE THE ONE 
CALLED TYROS BEFORE DE - 
LIVERING HIM UNTO ME! 


HiGH-PockeTS! you 
MM EAR THAT? 
GALACTUS JUST-- 


WE ALL HEARD 

HIS TELE- 

PATHIC COMMAND, 
BEN. 


GALACTUS SENT US GREETINGS, ALIENS, TYROS WELCOMES YOU TO 
ON AN IMPOSSIBLE THE COURT OF TERRAN. COME! ENJOY THE 
QUEST! HE KNOWS CREATURE COMPORTS THAT I SHALL PROVIDE YOU! 
OUR POWERS ARE AT 
co ul , AFTER ALL, ONCE I AM 
E pe Z THROUGH as you, (T 
= | Es SHALL BE IMPOSSIBLE 
A Sadia EA FOR YoU TO EVER ENJOY 
ANYTHING DGAIN ! 


THAT, WE NOT ONLY 

HAVE TO SUCCESS- 
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TAKE ON HIS ENTIRE 
ARMY. 
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HMMMA ...T MIGHT -- EVEN ONE AS WRINKLED YOU WILLZ AND HOW DO 
SPARE YOU, WOMAN... - MITH AGE AS YOU APPEAR TO BE. you EXPECT To DO 
I HAVE ALWAYS k So, FOOL -- 
APPRECIATED A 7 PERHAPS 1 SHALL 
BEAUTIFUL FEMALE-- PERMIT YOU TO LIVE, NS -- WHEN Z HOLD 
E PROVIDED YOU JOIN GET AWAY Nº THE POWER TO 
SET vER MAY COURT AND HAREM! FROM HIM, R INSTANTLY 
SLIMEY MTTS BEN! TLL À 
; HANDLE = 


AN" EVEN THOUGH T'M NOT you ARE A CRETIN! | TYROS WIELDS ALL THE POWER 
NEARLY THE THING T OU ARE NOT EVEN ON TERRAN! AND TYROS WILL 
USEDTA BE-- a Ee TAME YOU WITH CASE! 


--T'M STILL MOREN 
A MATCH FOR THE 
CRUDOY LIKES 

OF you? 
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VIRES! HE SLAMMED 
ME BACK WITH HIS 
LITTLE PINKY/ 


A ai 
HE COULD DESTROY US 
WITH A GLANCE... 
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--« PROVIDING 
HE C 
SEE US! 


[T'S NO GOOD. TYROS 
(S STRONGER THAN 


WE ARE NOW... 


AND THOUGH T HAD 
WISHED TO EXAMINE 
= YOU, TI SHALL FOREGO 
A THAT EXCRUCIATING 
PLEASURE - - 


REED/ JOHNNY! BEN! T'VE 
DISTRACTED HIM! NOW ITS 
EN UP TO YOU! 
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SUES LITTLE TRICK GIVES ME 
THE TIME T NEED TO BURN FREE 
OF THESE RESTRAINTS. 


YOU IGNITE 
INTO ZZAME? 


CMON! LETS 
GET RID OF 
THIS CREEP/ 
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FOR YOURSELF, 
UGLY. 
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HUH? LOOKIT “1M! ONE MINNIT HES A BIGSHOT, 
AN' NOW HES CRINGIN' IN FEAR/ o 


WAITASEC! HES STARTIN' 
TA GLOW WEIRD LIKE/ 


SPEAK UP, 
UGLY-- WHAT'S 
 GOIN' ON? 


[HEY LOOKIT IM! SUDDENLY VES 
REAL SCARED” MEBBE THE BIG, 


BAD TYROS DON'T WANNA GO 
OFF TA GALACTUS-LAND! 


A 9! VM DON'T SWEAT IT 


MEATHEAD! GALLY 


EEN 
(ya 


E 


ALIENS, PLEASE ACCEPT BOTH OUR 
THANKS AND OUR APOLOGIES-..YOU 


HAVE GIVEN OUR PEOPLE FREEDOM, 


AND WE SHALL NEVER FORGET 
YOU FOR THAT” 


KNOCK IT OFF WITH 
YER ABE LINCOLN ROUTINE. 
WE GOTTA GET GOIN! 


STAND BACK, BEN-- THIS MUST BE GALACTUSS DOING! 


HUHZ OH... T SEE 


WHAT YA MEAN, BIG- 


DOME! T CLOBBERED 

THE BOZO SO NOW 

THE BIG'S' [5 GONNA 
COLLECT IM! 


you've DONE Vº 

(T/YOUNVE 

DEFEATED 
TYROS! 


YOU? HOW 
DID YOU 


GET PAST 
HIS GUARDS 2 


I FEEL GALACTUS PULLIN' US BACK TA ria 
Z/ 


7 “q 7 
rareweit, ny Wycan vem... 
FRIENDS... YOU 
SHALL NEVER BE 
FORGOTTEN 
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AWRIGHT, HOTSHOT; Ma: A 
WE DID If. WE REA 
BROUGHT YA THE A R 
BROOMSTICK “A THE " 
WICKED WITCH OF 7 NAS 

THE WEST! s fe; 
& 


: So HOWZABOUT 
GIVIN' US WHAT 
WE CAME a 4 
FOR? () 
= ses! 1 $ 


7 siLENCE, 
H 


UMAN. 
GALACTUS (5 
AWARE OF 
WHAT MUST 
BE DONE. 
BUT THERE 
MUST ALSO BE 
PRIORITIES! 


WE DID WHAT YOU ASKED FOR GALACTUS. NOW YOU RS) DID 1 NOT COMMANO 


CAN'T DELAY ANY LONGER. YOU'VE GOT TO HELP US 


YOU TO SILENCE, HUMAN? 


HERALO FROM THIS 
DESPOT. 


THAT WHICH I HAVE BESTOWED | / FIRST THERE WAS CREATED 
ONLY THRICE BEFORE SHALL THE SZVER SURFER, VE 
BE GRANTED TO TYROS! WHOSE POWER WAS 
2 INSPIRED BY THE 


IDERS OF THE É IN COSMIC BATTLE. IN THE ETERNAL NIGHT 
SEAS! > k OF SPACE! 


IN HIS MEMORY T DID 
CONSTRUCT A ROBOT 
RECREATION WHICH YOU 
FOUR DID DESTROY 


THE SURFER, HE FROM THE MAZER. 
GABRIEL, MASTER OF THE 4/8, AND 
FINALLY FIRELORD, HE WHO COM- 
MANDED THE LIVING ZZ AME: 


SUCH HAVE T 

CREATED MY AND SQ, THERE 

HERALDS AFTER 

THE NATURAL 

UNIVERSAL 

ELEMENTS! BE GIVEN TO 
TYROS TO 
COMMAND! 


METAMORBHOS!ZING YOU, FOOL ! MOLDING YOU INTO A CREATURE WHO CAN SPAN THE ENDLESS CHASMS OF 
SPACE, WHO CAN GUIDE ME TO THE WORLDS TI MUST CONVSUME IN ORDER TO EXIST! 


ja, | 
Y, 


ii by 


A "gcHoLo Now THE s2w À 
| MERALD OF GALACTUS: 


EEE 


j 


GOT AND BECOME 
A THING OFZEGEND! 


LORD OF THE LAND, 
MASTER OF THE EARTH 
AND GROUND! 


“OBSERVE: WITU 
BUT A WAVE OF 
HIS TRANSFORMED 


OWELS OF 
THIS LONG-DEAD 
WOR 


VTHE EARTH SHIFTS AND HEAVES AND BOWS TO HIS 
POWERFUL COMMAND! HE IS MASTER OF THE ROCK AND 
LOAM, HE |S MOLDER OF THE MOUNTAINS AND THE MARL! 


“--OR, WITH YET ONE FURTHER WAVE, HE MAY CRUMBLE 
THAT MOUNT TO SO MUCH ASH AND DUST! 


SS / | 
Was 


Rm RN 
K 
N W 


ma 
! 

1 
), 


Var 


“BEHOLD HIS AWE- 
SOME MAGNIFICENCE... 
BEHOLD THE POWER 
OF TERRAX, HE WHOSE 
SPECTACULAR STRENGTH 


RD] 15 SECOND ONLY TO 
E GatncTus HIMSELE! 


“HE MAY SOAR 
THROUGH THE EMPTI- 
NESS OF SPACE, 
STANDING AS A 
PROUD MONARCH 
ON HIS FLYING 
THRONE OF STONE! 


| 


“THEY ARE HIS 
TO CONTROL-- 


BUT, WAIT! “BEHOLO HIM NOW! WITH HIS COSMIC AXE IN HIS HAND, TERRAX IS 
THERE IS INVINCIBLES! 


ONE DETAIL 
LeFT To 
COMPLETE! 


“FoR,WITH THIS 
AXE, HE CAN 
CLEÁVE THE 
Cosmic STRATUM 
E 


“NOW, HERALD, 


THEN IT WAS NOT ENOUGH TO HAVE THE EARTH- 
RETURN TO GALACTUS GALACTUS: 


MEN HUMBLE YOU. YOU WHO WERE ONCE THE SOLE 


OUVE GIVEN 
TO WHOM ALL IS E e VOICE OF POWER CANNOT YET COMPREHEND 
POWER AND ALL IS M RX 


NO LONGER 
E oSnqrE AN CONTROL 
ME! 


É m, 
ta 
bd CHAFF 
BEFORE THE 


SCYTHE! 


THE CONCEPT OF SERVING ANOTHER! 


a 


BUT I AM PREPARED FOR YOUR TREACHERY 
INDEED, HAVE NOT TWO OF MY PREVIOUS HERALDS 
REBELLED AGAINST THEIR FORMER MASTER? 
BUT FROM YOU, TERRAX, T SHALL BROOK 


" “ 
NO REVOLT. YOU MAY HAVE THE POWER -- BUT GALACTUS [5 S7/LL YOUR YOU ARE TERRAX, BUT, WITH LITTLE 
nes ? | MASTER! CALACTUS WHO HAS MÓRE THAN A BLINK OF AN EYE 
Sale PL  TUROUGH ol VEINE GRANTED YOU POWER CAN JUST AS| | YOU GAN BE A LOWLY, CRAWLING 
EASILY REMOVE [71 INSECT-- 


“--OR,YOU CAN BE DISSOLVED INTO 

NOTHING MORE THAN EMERGY TO 

BE DISPERSED THROUGHOUT THIS 
EXPANDING COSMOS! 


| 
| 


YOUR POWER, GREAT 
GALACTUS! YOU ARE 
THE ALL. MY EXISTENCE 
1S YOURS! TAM 
YOURS, AND YOU MAY 
DO WITH ME AS 

vou wisH! 


AND, WITH ONE FINAL THOUGHT, x VERY GOOD, HERALD, PERHAPS YOU AMONGST 
YOU CAN BE REASSEMIBLED ALL MY HERALOS WILL SERVE ME AS I HAVE 
INTO TERRAX ONCE AGAIN. ALWAYS WISHED TO BE SERVED. 


ALWAYS BEFORE MY HERALDS HAVE BEEN YET, GALACTUS IS 

MEN OF MORAL! TY! ANO THUS THEIR ABOVE MERE MORALITY.. 

MORAL NATURES HAVE FORCED THEM TO GALACTUS |5 AMORAL . 
BETRAY GALACTUS WHO THEY SERVED! GALACTUS DOES WHAT 


HE MUST DO IN ORDER 


TO SURVIVE ! 


RA 


PrRbEd! 


AND NOW, HUMANS, COME WITH ME. YOU HAVE 
COMPLETED YOUR PART OF THE BARGAIN, AND 
GALACTUS CAN NOT DO LESS THAN COMPLETE HIS! 


E ES 
z 


VORACIOUS 
HUNGER! 


= 


EPILOGUE: 


ON THE MOON, 
OVERLOOKING 

E 7H€ GREAT 
LOOMING BALL 
KNOWN AS 
EARTH, A SOLI- 
7ARY FIGURE 
STANDS SILENT 
AND OBSERVES... 


IT [5 ALMOST 

7/ME NOW. THE 
SPHINX HAS MADE 
HIS BASE UPON THE 
EARTH.-. AND THE 
GREAT GALACTUS 
COMES SPEEDING 

TO DO BATTLE 
E WITH HIM. 


ALL THAT 
HAVE AWAITED 
THESE PAST WEEKS 
NOW FINALLY COMES 
TO ERUITION! AND 
THAT WHICH WILL 
TRANSPIRE SHALL 
BE WRITTEN IN THE 
ANNALS OF ALL 
THAT WILL COME. 


THERE SHALL COME THE 
GREATEST" COSMIC BATTLE 
EVER TO BE WITNESSED 
sy Jana GOD é AGAINST Goo 
ND THE E SLENDER 
FATE TEETERS IN THE ORI MALE 
BALANCE. ACTION. AND YET, 
RR THERE WILL BE 
SORROW WHEN 
THE BATTLE 
IS DONE... 


ALL THIS SHALL 
HAPPEN, AND au N 


FOR EARTH, FAIR TERRA, 
ABOVE ALL THE OTHER 
WORLDS IT HAVE WATCHED 


"BE BORN AND DIE, ONLY 


EARTH HAS TRULY 
INTRIGUED ME. 


L SHALL 
MMOURN 


[TS 
PASSING! À 


MBATILE PETER TITANS 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 


space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 


StTm Leg 


Bites: THE LINA |U UU, 


I AM CALLED -- ZE INATEMER, IT HAS BEEN MY RACE S TASK TO OBSERVE THE 
LIVES OF ALL CREATURES WHO DWELL WITHIN OUR EXPANDING UNIVERSE, THUIS, HEAR ME NOW, 
CITIZENS OF EARTH-- TONIGHT YOUR TROUBLED WORLD SHALL BECOME 4 WAR-TORN BACKDROP TO 
AN ALREADY PRE-DESTINED STRUGELE / 


WITNESS, TOO, THE AWESOME 
PLANET- SHAKING ENERGY 
nur IS POSSESSED By THE 
IN LLED ONLY-- 
FOR EVERY WAR THERE ; : e SE Ina/ Ro? Preee 
7 MUST BE OPPOSING FORCES! : E o qa 
WITNESS THE WORLD - d « : 

DOMINATING POWER OF 

GIULACTELS, LED BY HIS 
HERALD, HE WHO |S KNOWN 
AS PERIRAX PHHE PPUVIER 


JOE SINNOT O production 


COSTANZA, fetlers I1M SHOOTER, 
E SAFFORD colws consultirig ed. 


E 


LONG AGO IT WAS PREDESTINED THAT THESE 
THREE MIGHTY BEINGS BE DRAWN INTO CONFLICT, 
WHILE T, WHO CAN DO NO MORE THAN OBSERVE, 
MUST SIMPLY NOTE ALL THAT TRANSPIRES 
IN MY COSMIC LOG OF KNOWLEDEE 
TO FULLY COMPREHEND ALL THAT SHALL 
OCCUR, ONE MUST FIRST LEARN WHAT . 


HAS ALREADY HAPPENED... 


THE WORLD? 


A GIRL -— 
APPEARING 


Z 


ZA 
E, 


VÁ 


/ se 
700 CATE/> A 


ITS A SAREUEL 


CREELO! HE'S AFTER 
THAT SPACE GAL! 


“THE THREE VALIANT TEAM MEMBERS NÃo 
JTONED HER SOON FOUND THEMSELVES 


CIOICURED By THE SAVAGE SIRULLS AND 
FORCED JO ARTAKE IN A TRIAL WHICH MOCRED 


“WITH THIS STRANGE SKRULL 
DEFEMTED, THE ALIEN GIRL, 
PRINCESS ADORA, SUZERAIN OR 
THE IZANET ANDAR, CONVINCED 
THE FANTASTIC FOUR TO MD IN 
MMER PLANET (Ss WAR AGAINST TH 
ALL LS 
CTHEIR FOVER DUMUNIGHERD BY THEIR EVER - 
INCREASING ACIN O, THE FANTASTICO UA ANE 
THERE WAS ONLY ONE ENE CABASLE CEENCAGINS 


THE SINISTER SPHINX IN BATTLE: 


IN THREE OF YOUR 
EARTH DAYS, YOU 


AND SO, NOW THE 
EARTH STANDS 
DELENSELESS 
AGAINST TWIN 
MENACES-- d 


WILL IT SURVIVE? 
WILL IT PERISH AS 
COUNTLESS WORLOS 


HAVE PERISHED BEFORE? 


THAT LI DONOT NOW 


OF THE BAXTER 
KNOW... 


BUILDING WHERE SCIENTIST REED 


RICHARDS STRUSGLED TO LEARN 


2 
THE ORIGIN OF A STRANGE VA MOMENT MORE, AND Td REASON 


FOR THEE GIRLS CONSTERNAGTVON ds 
CANE QUITE EVIDENT.:? 
“BUT THE TOY OR RELINION COULD NOT 
LIGHTEN Tide PRRAGELY TINAT WAS SOON TO 


SEGALL THEM ALL: 
p= a 
3 JA 


; 
“GMACTUS, ; 
PEVOURER 
OEWORLAS! 


HELP US DEFEAT 
THE SPHINX AND TILL 
RELINQUISH THE 
vVow MADE you 
TAKE NEVER TO 


“MITH THE A/D COEANCTHER SUPER HERO GROLP ANOUN 
AS FHSE NEW CSANIZLOANS,, THE FANTASTIC EXIR 
VD TIE SKRULLL NAOMEWORLO AND RETLIENED TO 


"PRVEN MAD 


YEAH, SIS, 
WITH SUCH FONWER, 
THE SPHINKX DE - ATTACK THE 
CIOED ON A EARTH ANEW/ 
DEADLY ACTION: 
LIKE YOU, 
I MUST SIMPLY 


IT WAS GETTING 
ABITCECNVELY 


HANEGINGS AROUND 
HE WOLDO RETURN 


ROM ABOARP TI 
CHAMPIONS" STAR - 7O THE PLANET 
SHIP CAME TH OE HIS BURT - - 
AND THEN ie 
WAND PESTROY 
LA 


TO TAP THE (DOER 


CE MANDAR S 
LEGENDIRS LVINAS 


CAM TERS 


IME EARTIILINE “E SHOCKINE REQUEST STARTLED 
EVEN ME, YET ONCE Z FVERCED MIS UINCONSCIOLIS 


MUNDO TENDER STOOO 11S FLANCE MCTIVON, 


“AND WITH THE TERRISLE KNONLEDEE ME GAINED, 
MESUMNINEL TO FINSELE PE POMVERS COF 
TIE CNTVERSE! 


MVEW SEORk (SAQUE CITE TOM AEETISORA CE GUIDE VEROES. TELS, (TT OUALD dRE ASSUVMED 7riia 


SE MPUES TADEDP POUACE WOOD BE INCIRELD TO TH DIZAMATO PRESENCE OE ONE MORE 
FLYING STRANCER, . 


/ GU) Ez 
5/8 
77 


E 


iii 


WITH THAT 4X, HE SURE ISN'T YOUR PUNY WEAPONRY |S 
HERE FOR A 72 /S7 NOTHING WHEN COMPARED 
HOUND WITH THE AWESOME 


YOU THERE! SET 
DOWN HERE OR 
TLLSGOCT:” 


YOU WISH, 
HUMAN / 


Ar ts COSMIC AX GRIPPED FIRMLY IN A MIGHTY 
MMAND, TERIRAX WMIRLS IT ABNE HS STONES EAD. 


PREN, IN AN ARROGANT 
DISPLAY OE POWER, 


WARD TOWARD Til 
BAVEMENT AT THE 
SPEED OF LIGHT: 


SUDPENCS, THE 
GROUND RUPTLRES 


BENEATH THE 
FRIGHTENED 
CITIZENS' FEET, 


FERRAX CONTROLS TÁ VERY 
ELEMENTS OE THE EARTH ITSELE 17 
COBEXS NS EVERY CONVAND, AND BRINSS 
TERRISLE DEVASTATION TO WSAATEVER 
HE WISHES! 


THEN, WidleN ALL LOOKS [Ti GRINMEST 5 
NOT AT ALL NICE, TERRY-- 
WE DIDN'T CROSS HALF A 
UNIVERSE JUST FOR SOC 


Vá 


£ 


1” ua” store? 
HE'S SMASHIN 
INTA THE GROUND/ 


PHE ANSWER (E EVIDENT A MOMENT 
LATER AS A MOUNTAIN - SIZEO SifADOW 
CROGSES MALE CEMANHATTAN ISLAND... 


GALACTERS!? T / 
WAS MERELY TRYING TO 
PEGRECS NY ABILITIES 
BEFORE OUR BATTLE 
WITH THE SPHINX / 


VAU RAT ILE “2 YOURS IS MERELY TO SEEK OUT YOU FOUR: SEEK OUT THE 
WORLDS FOR ME TO SATE MY HUNGER UPON AND HG ZOMS YOU REQUIRE, DO 
TO ANNOUNCE THE CAMINO OF GALACTUS / WHAT YOU MUST, THEN MARESIA! 


you DO NOT ENGAGSE YEAH, vEaH.WE'RE ; 
IN BATTLE UNLESS GALACTUS GOIN/ SO HOW ABOLT | WHaTsS 
WILLS IT SO! á DOIN' US A FAVOR ; 
AN' SH T CI. 


WHILE WE WERE BATTLING an CG ICANHEAR | [UNLESS.,. ES.” THERE 
TERRAX, THE SKRULLS' AGING HER HEARTBEAT.. ONE POSSIBLE HOPE! 
BUT ITS SO GRUNT. e 


RAY May FINALLY Have e 
AMCLEL HER! ALMOST PP Z 
2 INAUDIBLE IFI CANKEEP 


HER ALIVE IN THIS 
CRYONICS 


CHAMBER-- 
NE 
SA 


SHE'S DYING IN 


MY ARMS, AND T 
CAN'T DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT! 


"-PERHAPS T CAN BLIY ENOUGH TIME TO NOT ONLY WILL SUE, ! IT'S AL MY QU 


PERFECT À CURE FOR THE SKRULLS” BEN AND T DIE, BUT TI LUREDGALACTLUIS 
THE MORLL WILL HERE... AND T may BE 


METABOLIC BOOSTER! À 
Ç À | GowiTH Us! MY WORLD'S MURDERER! 


WHAT AM I TALKING ABOUT? 
THAT MAY TAKE L2GYiS... AND 

TVE ONLY GOT MOURS NS — 
BEFORE 1 SLccumB as WELL num [e 


me 


WHAT DOT DO? IFT 

PERISH BEFORE THE SPHINX T DON'T KNOW, 
IS STOPPED, NOBODY WILL Wi SON, I JUST 
BELEFT TO STOP GALACTUS * DON'T KNOW, 


ricHarDE! Wá 
WE HAVE NO 
TIME TO WASTE, 
A TAN'T FAR suseg HAVE YOU 
ES <HOULD/A BEEN THE LOCATED OUR 
ONE iz LIVE THE Z PREY?HE HAS 


THERE 5 SOMETHING TI CON'T 
UNDERSTAND, TM CEDER 
THAN SUE... WHY IS SHE THE 


SHE DIDN'T WANT 
TO 779EM ABOLIT IT, 
REED, BUT, OUR 
PARENTS -- 


AS 
SE 
e 


-— Ss 


SEHINK, SIR, EIS IN 
PERENE! QUADRANT NINE? 
WHAT ARE 
1 sou DoING 1 DON'T UNDER- 
HERE? STAND... YOU'RE 
" NOT PROGRAMMED 
FOR INDEPENDENT 


ais pda Tira Ná O Va É 
; CIA 
k A VB 


E 
Ee 
J=E=) EF 


; EMO 
mm 
ig FERGET THAT TIN FASTER WE PUT THE KIBBOSH 
Ay (/ EMMA RN CREEP WE GOTTA | ON THE SPHINX, THE FASTER 
DS ey fo 4 — WS BA MOVE OUR BUTTS! A WE CAN TRY 'N SAVE SUSIE! 


ST gustHavE NV Berore HE DESTROYS NE NOW, HERALD-- GO!” 
TO SECOND THE EARTH, THESPHINX | HURRY TO OUR PREV, AND 
CHECK HERBIES RETURNED TOTHE LAND HE'S ANNOUNCE TO HIM THAT 
FINDING... GREAT  THATSEINNEDP SM! GONE DEATH COMES RIDNG 
SCOTT” QUADRANT BACK TO THE COSMIC WIND / 


NINE--OF COURSE / Issue; EGVEIS, 
pias 
WE SHOULD HAVE A 


GUESSED! GI 


7 


eai E 1800/94): DD] sacas 


== 


YOU THREE SHALL NOW JOYN AND PE THE AIR AMETIREAT AND E ANY CE THEM MAD 
MM A CEPE TOMAR DISTANT EGYPT; LAGGED BEMIND THEY 


THE SILENT BAXTER WOLLD HAVE NOTICED À 
opta Ao a BULDINE SUDDENLY MACHINE SUDDENCY 
comes MEIVE... SHIMNMER AND CHANCE, ., 


SHALL BEMOTAINE TO PREVENT 
GALACTUS FROM FEEDING UPON YOUR 
PLANET'S ENERGIES! 


= 


Tbon'TiiKe QU 
THEWAY HE SAYS 
THAT, BIG- BRAIN, 


YOU BETTER HAVE 
SOME PLAN LIPYER 
NOGSIN TA SIZE "IM! 


"TZ MET STILL HAVE DESTROVED a 

THEY'RE GONE... AND THE IAN TASTVE POUR - — “THEY LEFT ME FOR DEAD ON 
ITSEEMS MY SECOND- THE BAXTER BLILOING FLOOR, BUT 
ARY MIKSSIONY MIGHT MY SKULL CREATORS MAD PLAN — 
SUCCEED WITHOUT NED WELL . AS SOON ASTHE 

MY INTERFERENCE! FANTASTIC FOUR LEFT ME ALONE -- 


a 4 
NG 


“MAD NOT REED RICHAROS SONE- 
How SENSED WHAT Z was AND 
MANAGED TO SHRNET CIRCUIT ME! 


ONCE REPOWERED, T MADE MY may 
TO RICHARDE ' COMPUTERS WHERE Z 
BEGAN MY MVES/ON, WITHIN HOURS T 
MAD SUCCEEDED - -EARTH 'S PRIMARY 
PELENSE SECRENS WERE MINE... 


WHEN WE ARE READY 
FOR EARTH 'S INvVASION, 
THIS PETTY LITTLE 
PLANET WILL NOT 
BEABLE TO 
DEFEND 
ITSELF? 


THE SKRULL EMPIRE WILL CONTROL |] 
ONE MORE WORLD -- 


-- AND NEITHER YOU NOR 
YOUR RAPIDLY DYING COM- 
PATRIOTS WILL LIFT A 
HAND AGAINST US! 


LAND ALL AY 
INFORMATION 
WAS RELAVED 
TO THE SIR L 
HIGH Command! 


sT 


ul 
a L 


EGYPT: FOR MORE JHAN THIRTY DYNASTIES, FOR MORE “OW MANY MiELENNIA AGO WAS /T WHEN THE 
THAN PAREE THA USANDO XEGRS, TS SNVALE NATION” HEBREW PROBHET MOSES, STOOO BEFORE GREAT 
SIDOD SUPREME AND MIGHT Y NONE COMO RIVAL [TS RAMSBES AND SIOQRE NTO UM... 
SELENDOR IN Till ARTES AND SCIENCES ! NONE COMO TES NO, MOSES. 
BREACA 175 FOWERELIL DEFENSES AND ATRACK WiTHlour Wlf PHARAOH OFALL Wi THEYAREM SEGVES, 
TERRIBLE RETIRIBUTION ! ESVPT- LET MY And AND WITH THEIR SWEAT 
fls) AND BLOOD T SHALL 
Vo FEEL THESE TI WOULDFEELN ( Mi) di BUILD GREAT 


SANDS ONCEMORE MRE WEREIT 1 | dar MONUMEN TES! 
BENEATH My FEET... NOT FOR THE , 
TO GAZE OUT AT EMA STLL-FAINFUL 
THIS LAND T Was MEMORIES ! é 
| 


ONCE APINAS ED 
FROM... 


li 


NEVER , RAMSES ! SO, YOUR GCD IS “TZ TOSSED DOWN MY STAFE WHICH BECAME A 
YOU SHALL ONLY BUILD ) MORE POWERFUL THAN WREITHINE SNAKE, SO DID MOSES, BUT...” 
A MONUMENT TO MEL THEGODS OF 
Ace RE! THEGOD | EGYPT, EH? PERHARS OBSERVE, ) 7MUCKkS! THATS 
OF ISRAEL WILL MAKE / WE SHOULD SEE, ALL YOU'VE 
CERTAIN OF THAT” à MOSES, SHOWN ME... 
: GET OU 7 MOSES-- 

AND TAKE >OUR 


ARANISES SUMMONED ME, M/S ChiltIE WIZARD 7O 
CONERONT THE HEBREN, AND TOUS T COMO 
SEE THE DIVINE FOWER THAT WAS Mis, STLL TZ 
CEBEVELD MY PARAM... 


1 SHALL LEME, AMAS Cera “HOW LONE Z TRUOGED TRE! 
RAMSES... FOR - YOU WEREMY ( THE TORRID DESERT T ST7EL DO 
NOW, BUT YOU CHIEF SORCERER, WU NOT KNOW, BANS, MONTHS VEARS 
SHALL NOT BE YET YOU GAMLED RAN TOGETHER LE TSE ENDLESS 
THROUGH WITH || Fon tdd : ME! FROM THIS É BURNINE SANDS BENEATA MY 
ME UNTIL YOU DD Ne) MOMENT FORTH, NAKED EEE... 
HAVE LETMY ) : YOU ARE RAN - 
PEOPLE GO/ ! ASI FROM THE 
LANDOFTHE NILE/ 


LEAVE NOW, FRALID, 
BEFORE T HAVE DOU 
SEA 


"TELTITIOMY FORENEID, AND 
SUPDPENLS T WAS NO LONCER 
MLIMVAN! SUDDENLY Z WAS SOME - 
TÁNE DIFFERENT, SOMETHING 
SREAT.. SOME MUINT COWEREUL! 


“THE FOWEREM SUN LREINDEL ME, 
THE ENDLESS Es Ec e 
SKIN, EILEGACHNEL NY LESS. VET, 

S7Ll TZ STACCGERED ON, 


“THE TEMPLE BECKONED METO 
ENTER, AND SO, CALTIOUSLY, 
Z DID, THEN THRNICH AN AMBER 
HAZE, T SOMENCW SAW 17... 
/TELOWED LIKE A FIRE IN THE 


EIN 


“Z REACHED OUT TO THE BLIRN- 
ING TEWEL, TOOK TINTO MY HANDS 
AND SOMEHOW [TT SOR E TO ME, 


BECOME - - PIE SIDPVINX! 
TR TT Ar 


“THEN AND THERE, T AD N 
N 


"T WAS AN LIIMORTAL , ONE OR THE CODS THEMSELVES “ ANO LIKE A GOD TZ WALKED THEROAD OF 
MIM AN MISTER, ALTERINE T SEULGTLY FLAMNE 4 WITH DESTINIES, LEADINE MAN IN ERULITLESES 

q 

(g 


CRCLES, 


EN Ni du 


O 5.745 1124 crosresser somerow 1 mas CHANGED. 
MY IMMORTAL Li GSECAVME GMOLLOW? WATT LONGED 


DN] FOR WASN'T AMOR TAL!TY BUT AN END TO MY 
ETERNAL EXISTENCE, 


“MY JEWEL CE LIEE-- MY 
-S7CNE-- WOLLO NOTLET 
ME DIE, TÁLIS DID 1 TAKE LEAVE 
CE MAN AND BANISH MYGELE TO 
THE SNOW-CAPRED MIMALAYAS, 


r$ õ” 
“ONMY WANDERINES Z MAD HEARD 
OEA SFRANGER. ., ONE WHOSE 
POWERS EXIALED MY CWN,. BELOW 
ME, GENERATIONS BASSED BEFORE 
Z FOLNO MIS HIDDEN SANCTORUM! 


WELCOME, ME-WHO-1S-NAMED-- SEANX Ty SAGE, THEN TELL ME PATI DUAS, NNGATY OE 
ORACLE OF ALL THAT 18 TRUE, BID YOU ENTER MY My FUTURE, THE CILTIMNATE TRUTH (E RAREL 

MME! ORACLE! T WISH SOUENT; YET; GAZEINTO Witar 
TO KNOW IT NOW! SA WAS ONCE A FACE -- 


SAYSE ANOVS ALL, 
«Y MIEATY ONE, Piz NOS 
YOUR OR/EINS, YOUR 
STRUESLES, YOUR 
HOFES, AND... HOLIR 

DESTINY 


PEER INTO THE INFINITE BLACKNESE WHICH NO! NO.” SAYSE CANNOT LE, MIGHT Y ONE, 
IS NON A MURO OF WHATEVER SOC TURN AWAY, ZAMMERELS A AURRONE, A 
DARES STARE AT IT FAKER! YOU CONDUIT Tilt WidiCil ANS SEE 
LOCK AT lr” VOURGSELE REFLECTED. 

ME (E YOU 

DARE, ANDO N YOU SPEAK WITH RIDDLES 

SEE YOUR a AND FALSE WORDS! YOU 

FEL TEe É SEEK TO PACGUENT 
REVEMLED! RATHER THAN EN- 
LIGHTEN ME/ 


SEGINK, NO MAITTER YOUR POWER, 


NOMATTER YOUR RACE. ,. WIATEVER YOU DO, Meto Tr» 


PERHAPS THEN, FALSE ORACLE, 
VE, YOUR DESTINY Wit OUT 


YOU SHOULD Lag FOR YOUR 
LIES! 


AM OU ANNE 


DESTROY THE ES na 


FAILED BEFORE I'VE 
BESUN! 


WHAT YOU 
SHOW MEMUST 
BE ALTERABLE! 


PT CALDNOMORE MILL SAVGE THAN T COMO DESTROY MNSELE VET EGCA IME Z GAZED INTO 17497 
MELLISH VOO THAT WAS ONCE À FACE - — 


' 
“-ZSWoRE 
AGAIN AND AGAIN 
THAT Z WOULD 
ESCAPE THE 
DAMNABLE FATE 
HEAD REVEALED 
TOME. 


FOR CENTURIES LT APAILEL NM QUEST, UNTIL T LEIAENED TE EXISTENCE OF A COSMIC SECRET 
WHICH WAS LNKNOWINELS POSSESSED BY A CHLO WHO CALLED HIMSELE NOVA 


ROS THIS STRIPLINE T 
LEIRNED OR ANOTHER WOoRLO, 
ONE CALLED MANDAR... 


"uiOW SIRRANGE 7 IS NOW TO 
THINK T NAS FOOL ENOUSM 


TO WANT TO DIE! . 


LONCEZT RECENED THlizPNERS 
THAT INFORMATION PROVIDED - — 


má 


“o TANEW MY 
DESTINY WAS NOT 
IN SUICIDE -- BUT 
IN THE TOTAL 
B Ce om 
gl) 422 THOSE WHO 
) UERE MY 
INFERIOR 


ME: 


“ ANDOFTHAT PLANET E CIVING 
COMPUTERS WHICH CONTAINED 
THE ANSWER Z SOUEHT TO 
END MY ETERNAL L/FE FOR — 
EVER ” 


"FORONCE T ABSORBED 
THE INEFORMATON THE LIVING 
COMPUTERS SPENED FORT - - 


= 
E. *R AO wim THE POWER THAT NOW COURSES THROLIGH ME, I HAVE E 
a CUM BECOMELIKEA GOD! WTHBUTA MAVE OF MY HAND, A ÁS ; od 


º WORLD |S DESTROYED / 


we q 
E " WITH BUT THE MEREST THOUGHT, THE 
Q É MOST CASUAL WHIM, A GALAXY MAY MALD ” 
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THIS WORLD », 
EARTH WHICH Has 
BEEN My RISON Vai 

FOR ALL TOO MANY 
YEARS MUST BE 

PESTROV EL... BUT, 

BEFORE THAT IS 

DONE -— 


--THERE IS ONE 
FINAL GLORY T 
MUST RECREATE/ 


THIS LAND IN WHICH T WAS RA : BEFORE THIS . Cao “ELSE, OM, EREAT LAND AND BEconE var E Ea Ez ae 
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] . . Ea Rio . à x » “o x + . . 
FOR FAR TOO . Dad j 
7 LONGHAS THE 7) ae 
E Sccey Truar 


.. 


. USE, EGO - PSOE of 
E MES T Eva ANvevv na 


+» MANDO FROM Tilda 
DESERT SAND GS 

ELILT A SINEDOMN 
EMT FOR GODS 


SOMNX! BEHOLD | | THEN... THEN THEN YOU KNOW HOW FOWERELIL 
THE HARBINGER GALACTEAS Z AM, SPHINX! YOU KNOW THAT 
T CAN DESTROY 


OF YOUR Doom! MAS COME? 
BLAST SAYSE YOU AS EASILY AS 


AND HIS PRE- CAN GALACTLIS! 
DESTINIES! 


WHAT ARE 
YOU GIBBERING 
ABOUT, YOU 
Foo? HOW 
DID YOU KNOW 
THAT TERRAX 
IS HERALO 
TOTHEGSREAT 
GALACTLUIS 7? 


AA 
* PUNY ONE, THERE 
Ê IS LITTLE THE SPHINX 


1 KNOW THAT YOU NEED ONLY 
BE SQUAS VEL TO BE DONE THIS TIME T CAN 
AWAY WITH ! CREISAS YOU 
| LIKE THEINSECT 
YOU ARE! 


I AM GALACTUS/ 
TI HAVE COME TO 
THIS PLANET 

TO DESTROY VOU! 


ExISTS/ 


LEAVE THIS 
WORLD TOME, 
ETAR-STALKER! 
FIND SOME OTHER 


THE STAR- 

SPANNING 

HIP LANDS 

ONCE MORE, SOON, THE 
GREAT SILVER 

DOOR SHALL 

SLIDE OPEN 
AND REVEAL-- 


| EEE 
E = 
y -- ME NM LEEDS 
LBIN THE STARS 
DIEMISELVES? 


ITS VERY S7ZSSOENNESS IN DYING SHALL MAKE 
IT TASTE EVER MORE SWEET! 
< INRIDDLES,.. BUT 


THEY WILL NOT 
HELP IN SAVING 
OU, 
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E; 


BLT ALL T 


NEED IS ONE IS ONLY TIME 


FOR BI7 72” 


a O lda ITENES US FAME, OLD AND T CAN'T DELAY INMY 
í FRIEND... AND THAT'S ALL WORK,.. NOT EVEN FOR 4 
1 DIDIT, REED! THAT IS ON OUR SIDE, MOMENT! 


I'VE SET UPTHE 


I NEED EVERY FREE 
MOMENT T CAN GATHER. 


ONCE 
GALACTUS 


RED 
FOR Him! 


AND HE SHALL DESTROY 
YOU -- vom: 
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Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 


space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 
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Script / edits 


EXPLANATIONS: MM: THE 

WORLD» DEVOURING SALACTUS 

(6 ABOUT TO ENGAGE /N A 

WIN NEI - TARE-ALL STRUEGLE 

WITH THE POWER - MAD 

SEMINX, THE PRIZE: THE 
EARTH (TSELF/ 
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E: REED RICHARDS, IS WIFE, 
SUE, AND THE ORANÇE - SKINNED 
BEN GRIMM ARE RAFPIDLY AGINE, 
THE RESULTS OF THE SERULL “= 
METABOLIC BOOSTER. 


STRETCHO/ 
WE GOT 


C*: TERRAX, POWERFUL NEW 
HERALD OF GALACTUS, 
CONERONTE THE REMAINING 
MEMBERS OF THE GANTASTIC 
FOUR ABOARDP GALACTUS" 
STARSHIR HIS OBJECT: THEIR 
TOTAL ANNIHILATION, 


THE STORY - 
MEEPON 
TURNING! 


PERRAX E DARK EXES GLOW WITH FERAL FIRE. |T WAS a 
DAYS AGO WHEN HIS MATER, GALACTUS, SENT E o db as 
THE MAIN TIASTVE MRLIR TO HS WORLD TO CAPTURE | E NITHSTAND THE 
RISORS OF SAVAGE 
SPACE ITSELF. 


Merss? NY ENAZZIEST 
PUNCH ANY AIN'T EVEN 
+ BLINKIN'/ WIMATGIVES 2, 


VAO 
N EM 


I STILL COME À 

YOU FOR HUMBLING 

ME BEFORE MY 
FEOPLE/ 


PHOCES WRACKED WITH CRIPELINE BAN, REED 
RYICIAROS SUDDENLY SIRETCES ORNARD. 


THAT WILL BE ENOUGH, * HE'S NOT HERE TO 
TERRAX-- GALACTUS ATTACK CS 
HAS COME TO EARTH Ê 

AT OUR BEQUEST-- 


AND TI MEAN 

TO 24% YOU 
BACK FOR 
THAT DEED-- 


BUT IT WAS YOUR 
MASTER WHO--Lgh” 


BEN AND REED ARE TOO WEAIx 


Fin STEEL TENDRILS TELESCORE 
TO FIGHT yYOLI, STONEY-- TOWARD TWO METALL/IC CONTAINERS... 


SUDDENLY THE HNERINE 

COMPUTER SFINS ON ITE EYROS 
AS MINI -ROCKETS PROPEL 7 
TOWARD A DISTANT DOOR, .. 


THE REALITY OF OUR 
THE MADNESS HAS CONFRONTATION INSTILLS ME 
LEFT ME NOW, WITH RENEWED PASSION: 
GALACTUS, IT 
MUNAYS DOES | $ THE vicious 
AT THIS S CIRCLE MUST BE 
BROKEN--NOWN:! 


BUT PUZZLES AND CONLINDRUMS 
ARENOT THE PROVINCE OF 
GALACTUIS, HE WHOSE POWER 
HAS LEVELED WORLDS/ 
£ 


<< 
ALACTUS HAS TRAVELED V 
W IS WORLD TO DESTROY WMM 


YOUR HOPES, YOUR VIEWS, 
YOUR FERVENT WISHES HOLD 
NO MEANING OR INTEREST 


“IL AM GALACTUS! T 

THRIVE ON THE LIFE- 

GIVING ENERGIES OF 
THOSE WORLDS T 
AM FORCED TO 


AA 
/ ; 
TOME, LITTLE 
ELSEMATTERS! 
AND THE LEAST 


OFALL--sOU/ 
, 


YOU,THEN TAKE ITS 
EARTHLY ENERGIES AS 


MM ERM TABLEAU: TWO FIGURES STAND TALL AND POWERFUL OVER THE ANCIENT SANDS OEMATESTIC 
EGYPT, FLOATINE PYRANMVOS, CONSTRUCTED BY THE SOMBER SEHINK FUMNSELF LEND AWE TO THE EVENTS 
WHICH NtiST TRANSFIRE.. . 


ONCEMORE YOU | 
pes NEORES, 
í 


fi LÁ 
ANA 
ER a 


HOW OFTEN HAVE T HEARD 
THAT POMPOUS SPEECH, 
WORLD-EATER? HOW MANY 
TIMES HAVE T STARED INTO 
YOUR DEEP BROODING EYES? 


AHH, WELL... ONCE AGAIN 

THERE CAN BE NO ALTERNA - 

TIVE PATH. ONCE AGAIN, AS 

ALWAYS BEFORE, THE ONLY 
FUTURE IS IN -— 


BATTL 
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SULPPENLY, THE TRANGUIL SKY ERLETS IN A 
ELAZE OF ONNIFOTENT FURY; AS ONE, THESE TU 
GODS UNLEASH TENS INEXTINCUISHABLE FOWER, 


NO, MY ENIGMATIC FRIEND, TI SHALL 
REMAIN, MY FOWER IS INDIS - 
PLITABLE 


BEYOND COUNTING | UM. =; 
SHALL DEAL WITH  |m, / 
o. 


FOR,N TRUTH, 
SPHINX, THAT ag 

IS ALL YOU Vá 
REALLY ARE! ' 


e 
O) 


RES THAT WE SHALL SOON 
q SEE, GALACTUS/ PR, 
088: Das, ; 
Pia 4 | 
| Va 
bh) | 
Tt ) 7 
a A “ 


o 


Na vá á 
: BAN 
a 2/2007 15 FOREMEAL, 
His cocada as Sd 
Vá SIE BLAZES ; 
WITH LINE TERED ENERGY q 
S renda HS FONER À 
pigs dági ANO ne 
EARTH tda ga 
= E 
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IN PEV Z 
se NG 
; NO, GALACTUS, Th LN 
THAT ATTACK 
WAS A MERE 
) DIVERSA - 


tw 
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e BA) h | k f q 
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F so, 
sPHI Nx, pipa 
E THINK £ESS 
T HAD? 
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1) ' == 
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GLENCE RECLAME THE ACRID 

DESERT LAND AS ONE TALE 

FIGURE STANDS PROULD, STARIME 

INTO THE DEERB DARK TUNNEL 

WHICH STRETCHES BEFORE UM 

LIKE SOME VORAC/OLIS EBON 
MA... 


HE EARTH AS SWVALLOWED UIP GALACTUS, AND 
THE SPIHINX SURVEXS HIS SINISTER HANDIWORK.. 


MALAS TIL, 
SPHINX! 


How many 
TIMES CAN YOU 


Y Do T AM FOWER INCARNATE! | 
TO GALACTUS, NOTHING 


IS IMPOSSIBLE | 


15 THE SPUNX'E ANCUSHED SCREAM ECHDES FOR MILES (IN EVERY EURECTION, WVE RETONN ANOTHER 
Es 


LEAVE THE REST MY STRENGTH LIES 

UP TO YOURS WITHIN ME... AND I STILL 

TRULY? POSSESS MORE THAN 

Sa. ENOLIGH FOWER TO DEAL 

INCREDIBL WITH CRETINS SUCH AS 
POWER! À 


NY a 
E Ma) 


mv 
CL SEAD 


| À NO, BEN... DON'T 
SAY IT. DON'T 
EVEN THINK IT/ 


q 


AA 


NO! 1 caN'T ACCEPT SORRY SIR, 1 W4s com- ] 
THAT, THERE'S Gemars BLETING WORK ON THIS DEVICE 
A WAY-- [É YOU SEARCH YOU BEGAN, T THOLSMT- — ; 

LONG AND HARD ENOUGH! 


USE YOUR GRAPPLING HOOKS... 
CARRY BEN BACK TO THE 
BAXTER BUILDING BEFORE 

IT'S TOO LATE! 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING HERE? 


INDEED 
DO, S/R, 
GOCP Lucr! 


SURRENDER AND MISTER, YOLYRE OLUTTA YOUR ! 
YOUR DEATH WILL EVER-LOVIN' GOCIRD ! Zé 
BE MERCIFULLY , 
SWIFT! 


JUST MAKES ME 
EVEN MORE 
DETERMINED TO 
STOP YOL! THAN 
BEFORE! 


YOU CANNOT HELP THEM, STRIPLING. 
THE WOMAN |6 ALREADY DOWNED -- 


STRETCHING 
FRIEND CANNCT 
BE LONG x 
BEHIND THEM À NOT NECESSARILY 
BoTH! TERRY--IF WHAT IL 
THINK IS TRUE/ 


STARSHIP AS 
MLICH AS T 
POSSIBLY CAN! 


IT TAKES MORE THAN 
YOU ARE CAFABLE OF, 
FOOL. T HAVE THE 
POWER TO SOAR 


GOTTA TRY A CMON, BLABBER- 
NOVA BLAST... MOUTH--LET'S SEE 
HEAT UP THIS WHAT IT TAKES TO 
KNOCK YOU DOWN! 


THROLIGH SUNS? 


THAT'S WHAT I WAS HOPING 
FOR, HANDSOME -- 'CAUSE 
FRANKLY ROCKS -- 


Sra: 
q 


THer were N 
WORKING 

OVERTIME 

TO KEEP THE 


TERRX.. JUSTIN 
CASE YOU DIDN'T 


THAT WON'T 
HOLD HIM 


MEANS IGOTTA 


EO movE--AND 
AST 


I'VE BEEN 
CONMVLAINING 
THAT L NEVER HAVE 
ENOUGH TO DO AROUND 
THE F.F-WELL THATS 


INHAT? YOU SHATTERED THE ZEMPERATURE 
CONTROL CINSTS! ICE IS POURING OVER ME! 


1 NOTICED THE 
PIPES HAD CONDEN- 
SATION FORMING OVER 
THEM--REALIZED T 
WAS MAKING IT 


I CAN AETER THE COMPON- 

ENTS OF My BODY TO ACCEPT 

ALL THE MEAT YOL CAN 
FOSSIBLY MUSTER! 


RIGHT NOW, THE FATE OF 
THE FANTASTIC FOUR RESTS 
SQUARELY ON THE SHOULDE; 
OF THE HUMAN ad 


CRE AQ BLAZINE COMET, THE MAIMAN TORCA SOARES 
THROIEH THE MILES -LONE ETARSHIP; HIS ONLY 
CONCERN, THE FATE DE MIS ERVENDS . 


GALACTUS! 
CAN YOU NOT SEE WE ARE TOO 
EVENLY MATCHED 7 WHy THEN 


THERE ARE GALAXIES | WORLDS TEEMING WITH RAW, 
RIPE FOR YOUR SEETHING ENERGY THAT 
PLUCKINGS / AWAIT YOUR INSATIABLE 


GALACTUS HUNGERS FOR THIS ONE 
WORLD WHICH HAS FOR SO VERY 
LONG DEFIED MY WILLY 


BUT I SHALL 
WAIT NO MORE! 


SURELY THIS WORLD, REBUKEIT, 
EARTH, CAN NOT HAVE LETTHIS 
ANY MOLE ON PLANET FALL 
YOU. TO THE 
SPHINX! 


7a) 


IT AMTHEALL! 
MINE ISTHE SOLE 
PROVIDENCE ! MINE I& 


A AMTHE POWER. 
p, 


Rod Ed 
pm Mis 
Po sm UI) o 
THIS WORLO, EARTH, Tae = 
SHALL BE MINE. / 
n AND IF T MUST 
/ BESPROS 
/ A FLEA TO 
Eres 
Ema MP, A 


--SO SALE TIE 
Ds” 


j 
) 


A WORLO MAY TELETER IN TE 
BALANCE, BLTIN FARAWNAY NEW 
YORK CITY, LIFE CONTINCIES ON, 
UNAWARE OF THE COSNVC BATTLE 
BEINE WACED GALES PLANET AWAY. 


SWETLY, THEMOBILE COMPUTER 
ENTERS THE BAXTER BUILDING 
AND MAKES ITS WAY TO THE 
CRYOGENTE CHRAMBER NHERE 


SUE RICHARDS LIES FROZEN IN 
SITE. 


q 


A MOMENT LATER, BEMITANYN 
ERIMM LIES BES/DE HER, ME 
FEELS THE COOLING TETE OF 
FREEZINE GAS NUM MIS 
REMA/NINGE SENSES . 
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MRE IS NOW IN SEUSIZENDED 
ANITA AND AS UNAMARE 
OF DEEZS THAT SMALL SOON 
BE BRENINE. 


aires 
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manh 
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RSS TV S294 NX! YOU SHARE 

FHE THE FOLLY OFALL 

N ESYPT/AN | YOUR LOWLY SPECIES. 
SANDS... | YOU BELIEVE THAT 

POWER ITSELF MAKES 


| 


AND YOU, ONCE- 
POWERFUL SPHINX-- 


EVEN GALACIUS (5 
No Goo: 
MY PATIENCE HAS REACHED 


AN END) MY TOLERANCE 
FOR YOUR ACTIONS IS 
ONE / 


ONE A ae A 


/ 
WHOM ALL IS 
POSSIBLE, EVEN 
GALACTUS WHOSE 
EVERY FASSING 
WHIM BECCMES 
REALITY -- 


THIS WORLD'S 


Ae 


W 
gs 


LONGER 
BROOK ANY 
DELAY IN THE al? 
RAVAGING OF =! 


ZAM GALACTELS:! 2 
AN PE MEC 
[A / 
I WILLNO ( Ú 


ENERGIES. 


se 


AS 
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I HAVE SAIDNOTHING...L MERELVAURROR 
YOUR SOUL... IT SIMPLY SHOW YOU YOUR FaTE! 
BUT MY FATE... 4 


-- AND YOU HAVE A MY DESTINY, IS 
SEEN YOUR TOO MURRISLE, 
FUTURE DESTINY 


SPHINX,.. 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW BY NOW... 
NO MAN 
ESCAPES HIS 


ENC EM! GALACTUS IS NOT SEGINX! YOU WHO HAVE 
INTERESTED IN THIS DIALOGUE! LVISBAINED YOUR IMMOR- 
TALITY,. YOU WHO HAVE 
SOLIGHT TO END YOUR 
ETERNAL LIFE-- 


--YOU NEGARN FORA PEACEFUL 
DEATH! BUT YOU HAVE NOT 
EMENED SUCH A FATE! 


| 


BEM, SPHINX-— 
4 1 HAVE RETURNED YOU TO 
GALACTUIS MUST ! THE VERY MOMENT BEFORE 
DO WHAT GALACTUS YOU DISCOVERED THE 
MUSTDO... |) u : MYSTIC RIA STONE: 


NOW YOU SHALL BE FORCED TOS A YOU SHALLONCEMORE VW” AND THEN--THEN YOU SHALL BE 
REPRACE ALL YOUR STEPS / DISCOVER THE STONE, ONCE FORCED TO RELZEAT THAT TORTURE 
MORE YOLI SHALL BECOME ,. TIME AND TIME AGAIN-- 


| g!| “ IMMORTAL, ONCE MORE YOU THROLKSHOUT ALL ETERNITY/ 


SHALL LIVE FOR FIVE 
THOUSAND TORTUROUS 


THUS THE CREATURE 
WHO HATES His 
IMMORTAL LIFE 
MALIST NOW IXNOW 
HECAN MEVER 
HOPE TO DIE / 


Roo 
PIXX 
ladeada dada ai o 


50 BE IT. THUS ENDS THE THREAT OF THE IT IS TRUE, GALACTUS.,. YOUR FATE IS SEALED, 
SPHINX-- HIMSEL F LOST TO MERCILESS FATE. I SHOULD KNOW 


WHAT OF YOU, GREAT | YOU? THE WATCHER? 
GALACTUS,,. DO YOU | WHY ARE YOU HERE ? 
WISH TO GAZE INTO 

THE FACE OF SAYGE 

AND SEE Eae 

DESTINY 

REFLECTED 7? 


ay, 
= 1 
y 
MY DESTINY... 
MY FATE... IS 


ALREADY SEALED., 


Í TODO AS T . 
EO MUST, GALACTLIS... TO 
OBSERVE ALL THINGS 


f) OF COSMIC CON- 
; sequence cá 
T HAVE WATCHED 
YOUR BATTLE WITH THE 
SPHINX,..T HAVE LOGGED 


ITALLINMY COSMIC BOOK 
OF KNOWLEDGE... | 


AND NOW,..NOW T HAVE COME NOT ONLY BIG-DOME, 
TO WATCH YOUR DELEAT! - WATCHER -- 


-- YOU GOTTA 
MADNESS IS THIS, REMEMBER THE 
OBSERVER? TO FF. IS STILL IN 
GALACTUS, THERE / GALACTUS, THERE KICKING! 
CAN BE NO SUCH YOU WILL NOT 
CONCEPT AS SUCCEEO IN É Y ; 
ABSORBING THIS Es - Tá THE 
WORLD'S ENERGIES, ; “ ULTIMATE 
MULHER? 
THE ONLY 
WEAPON 
WHICH COULD 
DESTROY ME? 


GALACTUS 7 


FROM YOUR 
$; 


GALACTUS -- T 
»ou RECONSTRUCTED 
YOURSELF a THE WEAPON 
SHALL SEE eee aee DDR FROM YOUR 

TO THAT / asso E Fe OWN 


MACHINERY! 


THUGS AT LAST DOES YOUR / pj WHEN YOU! FIRST REVOKED THE PLEDGSE yYOL! ONCE 
HUMAN TREACHERY BARE MADE ME SPEAK, T WAITED TO LEARN HOW YOU 
ITSELF, N WOULD PREVENT MY RAVAGING OF YOUR WORLD/ 


em Sd j , N PERHAPS TI GRANTED you TOO 
( MLICH INSENUITY, HUMAN -- BUT 
YOU CANNOT BELIEVE THAT T 
WILL ACCEPT YOUR WORD AS 
TO YOUR NULLIFIER'S POWER! 


BELIEVE WHATEVER 
YOU WISH TO, 
GALACTUS -- BUT 
WHAT T HAVE HERE 
CAN STOP YOU -— 


OR, YOLI CAN LEAVE 
THIS WORLD ALONE NOW-- 
NO ATTACK MADE... NO 
DEFEAT... WE ARE BACK 

TO SQUARE ONE. 


TI FINDIT TI CANNOT BE CERTAIN BLIT THIS THE PLEDGE HAS BEEN ENDED. 
IMPOSSIBLE TO IF YOLI SPEAK THE TRUTH-- MUCH TI DO GALACTUS |S FREE TO ATTACK 
READ YOUR KNOW, HUMAN: — THIS WORLD AT ANY MOMENT, 
THOUIGHTS,,, SOME- WE ARE NOT 
THING SLOChkS E ON EQUAL AND, PERHAPS 
YOUR MIND FROM PER = TERMS, TI SHALL,, 
MY PROBES. = a 


«BUTATAY ONCE AGAIN YOUR WORLD | | ONE DAY HENCE-- GALACTUS 
DISCRETION... HAS BEEN SRÁRED GALACTUS AN SHALL RETURN / 
NOT yYOURS. COSMIC HUNGER. WN 


AND WHEN 

HEDOES, THE 

EARTH SHALL 

MOST SURELY 
DIE/ 


REED/ HE'S GONE/ TI ALMOST 
CAN'T BELIEVE THAT! HOW 
DID YOU BUILD ANOTHER 
NULLIFIER SO QUICKLY 7 


How COULD YOU BE SURE 
GALACTUS HAD THE 
MACHINERY AVAILABLE 


1 DIDN'T, 
JOHNNY, 


YOUR LEADER KNEW GALACTUS 
COULD NOT READ HIS THOLUGHTS,., 


BECALISE 1 WAS ALREADY 
MONITORING THEM! 
“E CONSTANT PROBING 


CREATED AN ANTER - 
PERENCE CALACTUS 


COULD NOT PENETRATE! =» 


=. 


IE My PRESENCE HERE SWAvED 

GALACTUS FROM DESTROVING 

YOUR WORLD, THAT, TOO, Was, 
NOT INTERFERENCE. 


GALACTUIS WAS NOT YET 
PBATED TO CONSUME YOUR 
WORLD... TO TELL HIM THUS 
WAS ONLY TRUTH,.. AND 
AGAIN NOT INTERFERENCE, 


SOMETHING TELLS 
ME YOU WERE STILL 
GENCING THE 
WATCHER RULES.., 
JUSTA LITTLE 


NOT THAT IM 
OGTECTING, 
MIND YOU... 


E THIS NULLIFIER WAS 


A SAM... AN 
EMPTY STEEL SHELL 
AND NOTHING MORE, 


HIM ? HOW COULD YOU TAKE 
THAT CHANCE WITH THE EARTH? 
IF HE HAD BEEN ABLE TO 


THE EVENTE BREWING 
WERE OF SLICH 
COSMIC IMPORTANCE 
THAT My PRESENCE 
WAS DEMANDED! TO 
FULLY COMPREHEND 
THOSE EVENTS, L 
DEEMED IT NECES- 
SARY TO FOLLOW ALL 
THAT OCCURRED 
THROUGH THE EYES 
OFONE OF ITS 
PARTICIPANTE! 


ONCE MORE...1 DIDMY 
DUTY., NOTHING LESS. 


D-- 


YET, CAN ONE HELP IT IF 
ONES MERE BO - 
SENCE CANCREATE 
AMORE FLEASANT 
CONCLUSION TO AN 
OTHERWISE SOMBER 
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Scriots/edits | pencils finish 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 
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CESSA ZAIES 
JOMNNY STORM 'S TEARS DO | 
W EREELY NOM, AND ETR 
MS MUPELED CRIES ECHO 


TIA (SÁ 
SA MALLS CETHE MOTO VR 
2) HEADQUARTERS OF THE | 
/GANTASTIC FOUR, 


Red e 
à a Se 


MS 1 AUONE FOR THE 
FIRET TIME IN HIS epa = 


CR TOINNY ES FAMILY 
AL, sa jATC- 


WHEN THAT BLASTED SARLMLL 
SHOT YOU WITH THAT AG/NG 
AIY, TI SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
THERE... MAYBE TOGETHER WE 
COULD HAVE S7ADREL HIM 


HOLD IT... 
JUSTHOLD 
ITTHERE ONE 


(= 


== 
DP” SUE REED AND BEN 
WERE TURNED OLD... 
DIDN'T AGE 
NATURALLY-- 


TM SABEM MR. STORM, 
] BUT MR. STARK ISN'T ANYWHERE 


NEAR... FRANKLY, TI DON'T 


EVEN KNOW HOW TO REACH 


Hi 


STILL, REED ALWAYS SAID THERE 
WAS SOMEONE ELSE JUST AS 
BRILLIANT, JUST AS — 


HELLO 7 THIS IS 


REED WOULD 
KNOW WHAT 
TODOIFHE 

COULO SPEAK. 
BUT T DARE NOT 
REMOVE HIM FROM 
THAT CHAMBER... 
NOT EVEN FOR 
AN INSTANT, 


IT'S URGE 
SPEAK wiTH 


GENIUS, .. PROBABLY 

OUT GALLAVANTING 

WITH SOME PRETTY 

GIRL, IFI KNOW MY 
yBoy: 


| 
CA 
Al 
CA 
A 
” 
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HIS BODYGUARD, 


NNS 


AND THAT MEANS, * 
À AveNcERS 
Eos? 


IRON MAN, KNOWS 
WHERE HE'S GONE 


JARVIS,IM 
LOOKING FOR 
TONY STARK, 


IMSORRY SIR, JARVY, IF YOU'VE POINTED 
BUT THE AVENGERS MEIN THE RIGHT DIRECTION, 
HAVE ALL GONE TM GONNA BRINGYOU 4 
q BACK A BIG, FAT 
COCORIES 


NOME TS, SIR, 
IMALLERGIC 
TO NUTS! 


Mia root! 


(| FUNNY, T THOUGHT T 
HAD HEARD SOMETHING ” WHATEVER 
ABOUT STARK AND 
SHIELD ATOCAS 


k OR SOMETHING. 


WELL, WELL, SHOULD T * 
TAKE OFF MY HAT AN” 


THERE HE IS, TORCH-- DOWN THERE, 
THE ONE FOINTIN' TO THE OZHVERS. 


THAT ROOM E FILLED WITH 
RADIO ACTIVE WASTE... 
STARK 'S TRYIN" TA 

FIND SOME WAY TA 
CONVERT IT TO FUEL-- 


WELL, TELL HIM 
TM HERE. IT'S 


--NOT |F STARK IS 
ABOARD SHIELD 'S 
FLYING HOVER 


-- ANDNOT |F HE 
CAN FIND SOME 
WAY TOMAKE SUE, 
REED AND BEN 


STARK 'S INVOLVED wiTH 720 
PRORITY SECRET STUFF, 
BLIT SOU GOT CLEGARANCE, 
S'COME ON... T'LL SHOW you 
WHY HE AIN'T GOIN'APIIMERE! 


TANOW WHAT 
YA TOLD ME, TORCH-- 
BUT THERE AIN'T NO 
WAY STARK CAN GET 
OLITTA THAT ROOM 
WITHOUT BECON - 
FAMINATION... 


7 /AND THAT MISTER, 


TAKES 24 HOURS. 


YEAH, NOTHING ANYONE 
CAN DO... EXCEPT 
WATCH MY THREE 
BEST FRIENDS IN 
THE WORLD ZVE, 


IF ANYONE SHOULD 
BE DYING, IT'S ME! 


THERE'S NO 
JUSTICE IN 


FROM 
EXTINCTION! 


UNLESS -- OF COURSE--! N 
THE ALIEN RACE--THE 


T 
——— 
Cs 


rr 


GO” TO KNOW HOW TO Ai 
REVERSE THE EFFECTE E 


ES 


WHO NEVER 
PULLS HIS 


LOOKS LIKEIM KB 
GONNA FAL N 
FOR THE vERY RR 


LAST TIME! , 
CAN'T YOU SEND SOMEMNE 


INCESS ADORA-- * YOU'VE GOT TO B TO THE SKRUILL WORLD -— 
ANK THE LORD HELPME...OU'VE NV THERE IS CAN'T YOU HORCE THEM 
T'S YOU/ GOT TO HELP MY ANY CURE, DO SONETHUNE MOR 
FRIENDS! IT'S THE DONOT NE AT ALL? à 
SKRULL AGING RAY-- : 


THERE'S NV 
GOT 


e 


MY FRIEND, T 
WOULD, BLIT EVEN 
OW AS WE 


ae 


[RE | AD A pesei AE 
DN FRIEND. A À ; — ES | 


4, 
[e 


res TES ARE DESTROVMVGE 
COR ENEMY... TO DIVERT 74EM 


Now mi Give rude savasE GP RR”. 


SARULLS TIME 
MTTACK ANO DESTROY CRS” 


Il 


Ki 


| 
N 


NF uEcavesE TE E/ViNG É 
COMETER... »” ade 
ELDERS ria ei ss 


q 


I--I'VE GOT TO TAKE THIS 
CALMLY RATIONALLY,, CAN'T 
GO FLYING OFF THE HANDLE-- 


WATT WUIO REED DO NOW, (VARAL 


HE WONDERS,.. REED WOCLLON T N MNVor entre 17 
ENE YIN... REED WILD FIND À /S ALMOST=-— 
WAX... LT WHAT Way? NOV 2 


| 442.50 2EE2/N concen- 
TRATION [6 THE VALINGEST 
MEMBER OF THE CRIME- 


HUNH? T MUST BE YES, YOU YOUNG FOOL--"* MST? YOU DODEED 
VEARING THINES. HERE AND READY TO My OVER LAST 


BUT NOTHING HUMAN 


1 WAS SENT HERE TO 
“ DESTROY/ 


FAS: WITH YOUR 
FOWERS OR WITHOUT 
THEM, IT IS THE SAME/ 


V” vou SEEM SURPRISED, 
| DOG! YOL DIDN'T SUSPECT 
THAT LIKE THE SUPER - 


SKRULL., T HA N 
GIVEN THE ABILITY TO 


/ E 


[= 
“A NT 
| » ISA 
myFLAmES NM 
h ER 


Po : 
HIM... AND HE'S 
USING THE THING'S 
SIRENGTA 


/ 


k 4 SG R Sh 4 
CAUDA | Sã | ANN 
N vm ) N U ) 
mM : 


il N j | 
Paio 
WIRE 


/ 


WU 
NEN 
A (sas 


ú 


MN 2 


NG HEAD 'S 
--WHILE REELING... CAN! 

YOU ARE LITTLE SEE STRAIGHT! 
da JE A 


ELSA AD 


So? 
GO 


FER ENE, ASON ENE MOMENTS, 
THERE 15 SUENCE, BUT THEN, MT 
LAST... 


-- AND TM CERTAINLY | 
ABOUT AS MAD 


a 


BUILDING ) 


san CT 


massa] 


SO THERE'S NOTHING W By THE DOG STAR! YOU IN | 
THIS SIDE 'A THE RETURN o. HAVE RETURNED:!! <|DN ON 
IN AZ? 
* À MAKING MINCEMEAT TOES-- T CAME Back |||bNGa 
a NNW OUTOFTHAT SKRULL O GET , Z/ N / 
da SLIME! NOW DOESN'T THAT VA NU 
Sa : N MAKE YOU FEEL ALL S / N “. 
: IMPORTANT? á ma 


Y 


q q 
OU FOWERLESS LITTLE FOOL, SUB! T TO YOUR g ON JOHNNY, YOU BIS, 
N'T YOLI REALIZE THAT YOU FATE, DOS--ACQUI $ ERE-- STUPID GUMBALL-- 
& AGAINST THE THE ANSWER 'S 
VAGE MIGHT OF THE GREAT 
SKRULL. PRE? 


E 
d FE 
PT mm 
PENAS: 


EN IN LA 
OF YOU ALL THIS 
TIME! 


Mr You VE BEEN BEGGSIN' FOR 
g) A BATTLE, SKRULLY--WELL, 
LÃ E Ad cor RM 


É 
CA 


e 


| 


ER 


THIS TIME YOU'RE ' 
TAKING ON ONE OF 7MY€ 
WAL O GS GREMNTESN 


T--I DIDIT.. STOPPED THAT 
CREEP... AND AFTER THINKING 
T WAS JUST ABOUT GSELESS... HECK, THEY VE, 
; a EVEN POLO ME IM * 
7” MAN: I'VE BEEN AS IMPORTANT TO 
/ SITTING BACK TOO THE FF. AS THEY 
LONG LETTING THE ARE-- BUT IL WAS 
OTHERS DO MY WALLOWING TOO 
THINKING FOR ME! DEEPLY IN SELF- 
. PITY TO EVER 
REALIZE THE 
PRETA”, 


OKAY, CREEP--YOU HAVE GOOD AND THAT MEANS HICH MEANS SUE AND 
THE POWERS TO SURVIVE 7 “HE CAN'T HELP THE OTHERS ARE DOMED À 
THAT FIREBLAST, SO 


MEREVERSE THE TO DIE AFTER ALL! 
START TALKI-— EFFECTS OF THAT q 


BLASTED AGING 


FINALLY 
CLEARING... 


NO! THERE T N WHATEVER THE COMPONENTS 


60-- NOT THINKING OF THAT RAY ARE--THEY'RE 
THINGS THROUGH HERE IN THIS GUN-- THEY 
AGAIN! THAT ROBOT CAN BE ANAEVEEL-- 


T--I THINK SO, REED, DO YOU REMEMBER THAT 


£ WE BATTLED BEFORE YOU LEFT FOR 
XANDAR-=7? 


YOU'RE AMAZINGE, REED, .ONLY IL 


YOU'RE AMAZING ENOUGH TO ANALYZE E 


HOPE 
THAT ROBOT SKRULL'S AGING BOOSTER 


ar 


7; DESIRE 
CARA SAE 
E headache E 


ZÉ PAKES ONLY PUNECTES 
BEFORE THEE EE S SENSE MEMBER 
REVIVES, BL/T TO AN ANXSOUS 
TOANNY STORM, EACH ASSINE 
MINE GEEMS LIME INTERMINABLE 


CENTERVES... 


Tometitir | 
SLAG 


FOR ALL OUR 
SAKES, YOUNGETER-- 
BELIEVE ME--TM 
GOINE TO 7727 


DON'T TELL ME-- 
IT'S HOPELESS/ 


YOU GOT IT, REED. wHaT 

DO YOU WANT METO DO? 
GOOD/ YOU'RE n& 
WEARING THE ECA 


-,. THE SKRULLS,,, HAVE Ro gago DO...DO L DON'T HAVE TO 

RELXUICEL ALL... ALL THEIR GOT TO... BE MICRO-FRACTION 

COMPONENTS TO PARTS... AWEULLY OFF... AND YOU'LL EED. T Wyze DO 

SMALLER THAN CEM, CAREFUL, AESTROX.. OUR DO IT,..? À IT. SO HELPME, 
SON... ONLY HOPE... S0D, T WILL” 


OR LONE TORTURED MIVNENTES, THE TWO SIT 
HUNCHED OVER THE VIRTLIALLY INVISIBLE CIRCLITRY 
SWEAMT FLONS FREEL FROM TOVINNY STOEN SE 


O E 


Sr, 


No 
) 


OF 


. LM, ; 
IA E 


= 


WH-WHAT 


A Ra 


BEFORE H/S MOLSTENED 
EYES. HE DRAWS IN 4 CONS, 
COLD BREATH, THEN... 


Z=-T AED 


LT ANMEL! à 


ANE | | | 
N 


IT ALWAYNS COMES 

DOWN TO THIS, DOESN'T | 

IT-= 2 WHEN THE CHIPS 
R TO BE 


THERE WAS ONLY 
ONE CHANCE TO 2. 
ONLY ONE CHANCE... ONE 


HOPE-- AND IN SOME ARE READY 
MANNER,.. SOMEMORY:- CASHED-- WHEN IT ALL 
LI MUST HAVE DONE DEPENDS ON JOHNNY 


SOMETHING WRONG! STORM a aid THE 


À Z444 


T CAN LIGHT LP THE 
ME, ANYWAY 7 WHY MLS... MEMVEMNS -- BUT IM ; 


CAN'T T EVER DO NOTHING MORE THAN 4 
ANYTHING RIGHT? 7 FU GLORIFIED MTE - 
ME IN THE WORLD -- AND SIPEC” SS 
TVE Bom ema! À ss Y 
) ALL MY LIFE TIVE 
IM SMHALLOW... TAKEN MY LIFEAS A 
ALL SURFACE JOKE. T'VE TREATED 
GLITTER AND FLASH | MY FRIENDS ABCMINABLY.- 
--JUST LIKEMY -- 
STUPID POIS! 


dede” AND TVE JUST COST THE JU 
ONLY FREAE FRIENDS 1 VE 
EVER HAD IN THIS WORLD / 


e 
o 


--WE DONE SO MANY 
THINGS... FOUGHT SO 


«OUR, WORST. TIM THERE'S NO ONE 
MLMVANLS ATMY WORST-- ELSE TO SHIFT 
THAT'S WHY THE ONLY THE BLAME TO 


THERE was à DHecarer 
LAD-- THE SKRULL METABOLIC 
SUCH A 


STER us 
DEGREE THAT IT SIMPLY TOOK 
AWHILE FOR ITS EFFECTS TO am 
WEAR OFF! — YOU AIN'T SUCH A 
=— ! GULURE AFTERALL! 


| 7 
Ny 


ITONT KNOW, 
ABOUT US PUSHIN'UP 
DAISIES, BUT T MOULDN'T 
EEMECSSGI Em? 
Ê Lj 
E LIKE WITHOUT YOU / / À WEREN'T FOR YOU! 


( à ARE 
Kd ARS Ce 
of E dá A Se 

j 


HEY..7/4 KNOW, T FEEL JOHNNY! NOT ONLY DID YOU 
NV EVER-- REVERSE THE SKRULL AGING 
LIKE THERE was RAy-- SOMEHOW vOLI'VE 
HARDLY NOTHIN' T 
| COULDN'T SmasH 


UPIFT WANTED TA! 


--YOUNGER, 
STRONGER -- 

h! MORE V/ZAL 
THAN EVER/ 


Gelo) PP A ; 
107 TOGETHER-- WE RE 

Nr Ande A PEJAM! == EACH MEMBER | 
- , AS IM 


PORTANT AS THE 
oTH 


aí 
a q 
MID 


fas 


BE 2a? vio OBA TO 


«o AANTASTL 
FOUR 


BLASTAAR; 


Ea 


THE LIVING BOMBBURST! 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 


space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 


SLês: THE ZIVANI SG TULE GUDUDME, 
MARV WOLFMAN / JOHN BYRNE «JOE SINNOTT JOE ROSEN //egarroRD / JIM SHOOTER 


CONSULTING EDITOR 
AM ; ; 


Mr ps HT 4 


<. 
=x 


ad 
nd 


OT MUCH WE 


THERES N. 7O THE SCENE BELOW, 
SO LET'S START THE STORY NOW !! 


THAT DEBRIS N 
TO BE 


Has 


s, 
=) 


Ri | 


cy 
pu 
À 


GET 047 OF HERE, RANDOLPH-- 
THESE FLYING CHUNKS COULD 
KtC E YOU IF WE CAN'T HOLD 
THEM ALL BACK! 


est A 


“a 


KEEP YOUR 
HAT ON, REED-- 
> I'VE GOTIT' 


MÁ V AE” STILL, YOU 
ES] WAITEO TOO 

p, LONG TO 
FLAME INTO 


ACTION! 


(6) 


7 WON'T HAPPEN / 
AGAIN, REED-- , 
THE SHOCK OF 
THE EXPLOSION É 
| coriome MA: 


STAND BEHIND ME, Q 


PROFESSOR JAMES 


(T MIGHT BE THE ONLY 


SAKE SPACE LEFT 
IN YOUR LAB. 


NOTHING... NOTHING, 
SUE... JUSTTOOK A EB 
LITTLE MORE OF 
BEATING THAN 1 
EXPECTED. 


GOT THE MINO 
KNOCKED OUT OF 
ME FOR A MOMENT, 
I'LL BE FINE IN 

A MOMENT, 


SCRATCH 
ONE CHUNKA 


ALL MY WORK, ALL 
THOSE YEARS OF 
TOILING... ALL 
GONE... ALL GONE... 


AIN'T ALL 
GONE...FACT 


IS, IT'S 
ALL RIGHT 
HERE. 


7 COURSE, IT MAY TAKE - IM DOS/7/VE 
YA A WHILE TA SORT HONEY...I WAS JUST 
IT ALLALARTS ARE YOU N RATTILED...THATS 
NOT QUITE REED...AND 1 

USED TO BEING ALOLOGIZE. 

THIS YOUNG AGAIN HA THANK GOOD- 
NA NESS YOU FOUR /] 
7 RANDOLPH, I TOLD You E 


WERE HERE-- 
BEFORE TO TAKE BETTER 
SAFEGUAROS... Es 


EE 
RA 
Sy N 
e 
A 


WHO KNOWS WHAT HORRIBLE THINGS 


1 LOOK, JUST GO EASY FROM NOW 

WOULD HAVE HAPPENED HERE WITHOUT ON...YOUR WORK |5 DANGEROUS... 
— "PERHAPS 700 DANGEROUS 
FOR ANY PRIVATE LAB. 4 


EN 


a 


AVEIA 
WHILE THE FE ASSIST PROFESSOR «eoNWHERE A CERTAIN HEAVILY— 
RANDOLPH TAMES IN HIS CLEAN-LE 


--suprenty 
PROTECTED TITANILM STEEL RUBTURES! 
LET US RETURN TO THE GAXTER DOOR -- 
GUILDING... 


aa 


ANTI: MATTER Lo 
REALM CALLEDIA 


e 
STEPS FORTH 
À SOL/TARY 
FIGURE, «. 


À... AND EROM MS 
ETRIDENT GAIT 
A DANGEROUS 

EISURE.. 


I'M SORRY 
THAT GETTING 
TOGETHER AFTER 
ALL THESE YEARS 
HAD TO BE SUCH 
CHAOS-- BUT IT 
WAS GOOD SEE- 

AN ING YOU AGA 


q 


GOODBYE, REED, AND THOUGH 
YOUR ADVICE MAY BE CORRECT, 
I CAN'T STOP My WORK-- 


-- NOT WHEN 
MANKIND'S 
FUTURE MAY 
DEPEND 
ON IT. 


MMeEANwWWiLE...| THIS SET- 


BACK MAY 
HAVE COST ME YEARS, 
REED... YEARS 1 DOUBT 
MANKIND MAY HAVE 
UNLESS T CAN PERFECT 
MY EVOLUTIONARY 
ACCELERATOR... 


SHEESH! 
TRYIN' TA 


STIFFS GLONE 


FER A CHANGE/ 40) 


USAASA 


Za 
GA 


LZ 


WE'LL DO IT AGAIN SOON, + 
RANDOLPH. 


THERE ARE SOME 
FASCINATING 
PROJECTS T'D LIKE 

TO WORK WITH 


RE 
QuE 


PEÃO VESTE 
Nena 
ASS, 
PISO A 


Sa 

Se 
s 
| 


ENO 


“CAUSE YOU JUST 
MAY NOT HAVE ANY, 


HUH? WHO 


BUT I 
ARE YOUT 


DON'T HAVE 
ANY-- T'M 
NOT WITH 
A FOUN- 
DATION! 


(SN 


NE al) EE 


YOU OUGHTTA 


RH 


EVERYONES 


CHANGE US-- 
WHY DON'T YOU 
BIG-DOMES LEAVE 

US POOR WORKIN' 


(RO) 


I ALWAYS HEARD YOU SCIENTIST TYPES 
WERE LOADEO WITH MONEY! 


HOLD IT, BEN-- SOMETHINGS 

NRONG--GETTING A 
PRIORITY ONE SIGNAL 
ON MY BELT-BUCKLE 
MONITOR... WE'VE GOT 


CMON, STRETCHO -- 

QUIT FLAPPIN'YER 

JAaW. WE GOTTA 
GET MOVIN” 


an 
[ROD 


DON'T KNOW ABOUT NO 
FOUNDATION-- BUT 1 KNOW 
YOU GOTTA HAVE MONEY 
-"AN WE'LL GET IT-- 
EVEN IF WE GOTTA 
BEAT IT OUTTA YOU! 


WHAT DO YOU THINK 


IS WRONG, REED? 


PROB'LY 
THE TOILET 


HUH? 
SOMETHIN' 


1 DON'T KNOW, 
JOHNNY-- BUT WE'LL 
FIND OUT SOON 
ENOUGH! 


WE SHOULO 
BE IN THE 
BAXTER 
BUILDING 
IN A MATTER 
OF MINUTES, 


pao /| 
gaze di 


pls 
h 


| 
pn 


mi 


ES FALLING...TOO FAR FROM 
ME TO USE MY POWERS AT 
THEIR FULLEST/ 


REED/ I DON'T 
KNOW IF I CAN 
CATCS HIM 

IN TIME! 


E JOUNNY-- 
MN ARE YOU ALL 
— RIGHT? 


HUH? 

DID IT-- BUT 
HOW? 1 
COULD NEVER 
MANAGE 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS 
AT THAT 
DISTANCE 


DISTANCE 1 HAVE MORE 


STAMINA 
THAN BEFORE... 
L CAN STRETCH 
FURTHER, AND 
1 CAN REMAIN 
STRONGER 
OVER LONGER 
DISTANCES/ 


MAKING 
YOU YOUNGER 


WHEN THAT 
SKRULL RAY 


KNOW AFTER 
T TAKE INVEN- 
TORY, SIS! 


IF IT MADE VOL TWO 
STRONGER, IT MUST'A 
MADE ME ONE NOTCH 
BELOW GALACTUS 
HIMSELF/ 


FOR ALL WE 
KNOW, THE 
PROBLEM MAY 


COMPUTER 
FAILURE / 


MY BRAND-NEW 
BULGIN' Biceps! 


BAH/ you 

AREN'T EVEN 
CLOSE, 

HUMAN FOOL! 


Z AM ha, 
ELASTANR, 
THE ELVIS 
HAS THE POWER Z 
WIELD AT MY VERY 
Pad é PA 


AGE 
pu < “q 
4 ES A AA 


q EN 
VILA; 


EA 
eae cê 


For THATI Swear you HE 
SHALL SUFFER ! ' 


Lt LU 

WHILE BASHFUL, 

BENIVÉ HANGIN 
"ROUND / 


A 
> 
a SA 
WHAT? : ) 
> hab 
- [ USE vouR Ng) SS o ame” 
$ us À£ A SNedy REA 
POWERS ON AU e) 
y 
| ) 


ME, HUMANZ 


a 


cr THIS TIME YER 


FINISHED EVEN N pinta 
fado Raid ONO 
STARTED! 


un mn 3) K 


N 1 À 
Pe PR 
EE SÃE vã 
f ESSA , 
1 


REAL NICE DREAMS, BLASTY-— 

ITS A SHAME THEY HAVEN'T A 

SNOWBALL'S CHANCE OF 
SUCCEEDING 


THIS TIME 
BLASTAAR é 
SHALL RELES S 


YOU ARE FOOLS 
BEYOND BELIEF/ YOU 
THINK ME A MINDLESS 
CREATURE YOU CAN 
EASILY CONQUER ! 


[ITS THE EARTH 
WOMAN'S DOING! 
n— 
< ic N 
1 AM EAR EE = 
FROM MINDLESS, )/ | w | 
HUMAN-- 


«E 


HES 

EXPLODING-- 
RIGHT 

THRU MY 
FLAMES / 


DANGEROUS 
THAN YOU CAN 
POSSIBLY, bo 
SUSPECT! dá 


MY EXPLOSION 
POWERS HAVE 
NEVER FAILED 
ME--T WILL 
DESTROY 
THE FIELD-- 


OH, MO! BLASTAAR |5 


ET POUNDING AT MY FIELD-- | | “q 
IT'S FORCING ME TO q 
CONCENTRATE HARDER | H) ! / 

| AND HARDER TO MAIN- , a ; 
à TAIN ITS STRENGTH-- a G 

EA 


NEVER HAD 
SO MUCH 


RESISTING 
M 


IMPOSSIBLE...TO 
KEEP CONTROL... 
>» IVE 
NEVER 
FELT SO 
MUCH... 
RESISTANCE 
BEFORE-- 


| 


NS 


IM FREE? DO YOU FOOLS 
HEAR METZ A 


Vá HESN BLASTAAR! 
rs 
m he | na y 
peg Ira A 
Sd = N 
2 MA 


YOU MONSTER/ SO HELP ME, HOW? WHEREVER 
IF YOU'VE HARMED HER TILL YOU BLAST ME-- 
SEE YOU'RE DESTROVEO ! 1 CAN LET MY 

BODY S/RETCH... 


RICHAROS ? 
IF HER POWER 
COULDN'T CON- 
TAIN ME-- HOW. 
COULD YOURS? 


vou ARE Y 
AN OVER- 


CONFIDENT 
DOLT! BLASTAAR 
NOT ONLY HAS 
HIS EXPLOSIvE 

powers-- A 


MY SHEER 
STRENGTH 


APART IF 1 
So DE- 
SIRED/ 


ff WHAT? YOU 
p É , | FOOL, YOULL 
THE ONLY THING £AY FOR THIS 
STRONG ABOUT EFFRONTERY/ 
YOU |5 THE id | 
WAY 


É YER LIKE 
A BARN 


THAT AIN'T 
BEEN CLEANED 


ESA 


2) Ee: 


BLASTAAR TUMBLES BACK TONARD THE BAXTER BUILDING WALL, WEILE, HIDDEN IN THE SHADOWS, À SILENT HOVERING 
ROBOT NATCHES NITH AN ENEXPECTED CUR/OSITS. 


THEN, SURREPTITIQUSLY, THE CREATURE 

ANOWN AS HERBIE EXTENOS À 

TELESCOPED TENDRIL TOWARD THE 
WINDOW ACTIVATOR -. 


MEANWHILE, | SORRY, : BLASTAAR 'S RAISING AT THAT 

LIGGUMS, HIS HANDS--HES GOING RANGE, HE 
BUT THE ONLY BOZO ; TO USE HIS EXPLOSIVE ss COULD 
GONNA PAY FOR THIS POWERS ON BEN-- KILL HIM] 
SHINDIG IS Vou: da 


À 
a 
Es 


VE 2 


GREATEST! 


” 


EASY 


HUH2 WHA HoPPENZ 

LI WUZ JUST READY 

TA CLOBBER “IM 
NE! 


YOU OWE ME 


ONE, BLUE-EYES -- 


1 JUST SAVED YOUR 


THICK,ORANGE Y/DE! 


ISN'T EXACTLY 
TO 


DISGUISE/ 


WE CAN'T 
TAKE ANY 
CHANCES -- WE 


DEFEAT HIM 
QUICKLY! 


-- BUT SUCH [5 MY TOTAL 
CONTROL OVER MY EXPLOSIVE 
POWERS THAT IT CAN CREATE 
A SERIES OF MINOR 
EXPLOSIONS -- 


-- ENOUGH 
TO Scow 
DOWN MY 
DESCENT... 
ENOUGH TO 
BRING ME 
SAFELY TO 


BLASTAAR |5 S 
DANGEROUS... AND 
HE SEEMS MORE SELF- 
ASSURED THAN WHEN WE 
LAST BATTLED HIM ! 


INSIPID DOLTS! 
YOU ONLY 
DELAY THE 
INEVITABLE! 


YOU CANNOT 
DEFEAT 
BLASTAAR: 
NOTHING 
THAT LIVES 
IS MIGHTIER 
THAN ME/ 


BLASTAAR S 
ESCAPING 
FROM SIGHT-- 
EXPLODING 


STREET! 


HE WON'T GET 
FAR, REED -- 


[TS ALMOST 
AS IF HES BEEN 
s Faso THENED, 


FRANTIC MOMENTE LATER, REED RICHARDS RETURNS COLURTESY AND E? HEY STRETCHO, PHONE 
TO THE BAXTER EUÍLDINE, WHERE.» WARNING CALL, CALL FER YA... SOUNDS 
E CAPTAIN AMERICA-- LIKE VER SCIENTIST 
AVENGERS HERE, WHAT CAN f] BLASTAAR I5 SOME- 
& WE DO FOR YOU, REED ? WHERE IN THE 
= CiTY...IF YOU RUN 
RS | É e ACROSS HIM -- 
Sê 


PAL, PERFESSER 
JAMES. 


RANDOLPH, PUNKS...BEAT ME... 
WHAT IS IT? TOOK EVERYTHING... 
YOU SOUND 1--1 WANT TO GET 
THEM, REED...GET 1 
THOSE PUNKS....: UH, REED... 
FEEL AWFUL... 


BEN, YOU, SUE 
AND JOHNNY 
TAKE THE 
FANTASTICAR-- 
LOOK FOR 
BLASTAAR-- 


WITHOUT... TM 
IN LA/N, REED... 
TERRÍBLE PAIN. 
THEY SHOULD 
PAY... PAY FOR 


WHAT THEY DID, ga 


GOT TO GET 
TO JAMES' 
LAB BEFORE 
HE GOES OFF 
HALF- 
COCKED! 


DON'T DO 
ANYTHING 
FOOLISH. STAY 
WHERE YOU 
ARE, RANDOLPH-- 
I'LL BE RIGHT 


OOHHHH... ACCELERATOR IS STILL UN- 
TOO MUCH = HAVE CALLED REED... BUT ME! DAMAGED... WITHOUT THE 
COMPUTERS I CAN'T 
CONTROL (T-- 

O 


PAIN... SPITTING HE CAN'T DO ANYTHING... 
Q BUT... IT'S 


UP 6L00D... NO ONE CAN-- y 
/ bi Cuánce -- 


I--1 MUST BE TÁ , 
T] (// 


F I CAN SPEED 
UP MY NATURAL 
RECUPERATION 


2 7 | Be ABLE o MBaÉ 
: L 
=) A A À. MYSELF IN TIME, 


T HOPE LM NOT 1 DON'T THINK HES EVER 


TOO LATE--I DON'T GOTTEN OVER THE WAY EVEN-TEMPEREO... 


KNOW WHAT RANDOLPH HIS MIFE WAS KILLED 
MIGHT BE FOOLISH SEVERAL YEARS BACK... 
ENOUGH TO TRY... 

THIS ATTACK-- 


THE WAY HE KEPT 
TALKING ABOUT 
REVENGE--MIGHT 
HAVE DRIVEN HIM 

TO THE £OGE, 


ALMOST MOUSY ALL 
THE TIME T'VE KNOWN 
HIM -- EVEN BACK 

IN SCHOOL -— 


RANDOLPH WAS ALWAYS E 
ASA 


SEEMED TO 
CIANGE 
SOME AFTER 
HIS WIFE 
DIED... 


AM He gecame 
08 HARDENEO... 
p: BITTER-- 


7 BND 

WHERE THAT 
BITTERNESS 
MIGHT DRIVE 


BUT T THINK 
I'M ABOUT TO 
FIND OUT. 


WHAT? HIS EVOLUTION- ; NOTHING A - UNLESS THE CHAIR WAS 
= ACCELERATOR |S ALL COULD HAVE 7. NO LONGER NEEDED, REED. 
JTUNKED NOW-- BUT (T CAUSED THIS, é ET 
SURVIVED THE UNLESS -- 
EXPLOSION THIS q 
MORNING -— 


= A 
“De. 
% 3 
Lets 


SE”, 


ACCELERATOR TO 
y HEAL ME, REED-- N 
BUT INSTEAD IT 
A EVOLVED ME... NT 
CE 


TM NO LONGER 
SOMETHING FAR 


YOU MIGHT Ny 
SAY, REED-- 
THAT 1 HAVE O ; 
BECOME A 
GOD! p= 
Pe 
[q cm: 


ES 


= vz 
Citar 
IN IN Wit 

eg 


WHAT DO YOU I SEE THINGS 1 NEVER E 1 PICTURE WORLDS 


MEAN A GOD? COULD HAVE DREAMEO IN MY MIND--T CAN 
YOU'VE BECOME BEFORE...1 SEE MORE SEE GALAXIES BEING 
SOMETHING... CLEARLY THAN ANY MAN BORN, AND OTHER 
PERHAPS THE HAS EVER SEEN... GALAXIES DYING... 
NEXT STEP ON 

THE EVOLU- : 


TIONARY 
PLANE-— 
BUT NOT 
A GOD. 


NOT À GOD... 

SURELY TAM 
NOT FAR 
REMOVED, 


RANDOLPH, T WANT TO RUN SOME --TO COMMIT MORE 
7ESTS ON YOU-- DETERMINE LARCENY, T ASSUME. 
EXACTLY WHAT HAS HAPPENED... 
WILL YOU COME WITH ME TO I CANNOT 
THE BAXTER BUILDING? ALLOW THEM 
BuT-- TO SUCCEED, 
1 SEE NO WHAT |5 THIS? 
REASON WHY THOSE THREE WHO 
NOT, REED... ATTACKED ME... 
YOU WERE WHO CAUSED ME TO 
ALWAYS MY SUFFER PAIN-- THEY 
FRIEND...ONE ARE RETURNING-- 
OF THE ZW 
I EVER HAD. 


THEY MUST 
BE ZUNISHED 
FOR WHAT THEY 
HAVE DONE... 
FOR THE MARM 
THEY HAVE 
CAUSED...TO 
THE OMAN T 
HAD SUFFERED. 


DAR AND WHAT'S WRONG WITH 
A... Va ato VAR ME... EVERYTHIN' 


HURTIN- GOIN' GLURRY LL 


| HORTIN' ALL 
B OVER... 


ss 


N 
NS 
in: À 
ER. ES Es 
= aivo: aves 
alivio MARS 
STOP IT, RANDOLPH/! WHAT 
ARE YOU DO/NG TO THEM? 


1 Re JUST 


A 
A 
ve, 


A DR 
BALL MY BUSINESS 
IS DONE... 
“| | | 1] | 
E DR RR O! 


j | 


o 


Z “NOTHING AT ALL 1! 
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Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 
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REED RICHARDS 
MR. FANTASTIC 


THERE'S A STRONG SUS” 

PICION THAT THE COPY- 

WRITER WHO COINED THE 

PHRASE “ELIN CITY" TO 

DESCRIBE NEW YORK HAD 

PN 44D ONE 100 MANY 
MARTÍNIS «+ » 


FOR, AS ANY INFORMED 
CITIZEN OE THE STREETS 
COULD TELL YOL, THERE'S 
MORE MADNESS PER 
A MILE IN MANHATTAN 
THAN ANYWHERE ELSE 
IN THE GOOD OLD 

U.S. OF A.! 


Ao. ORCH, 


HE'S HEADED 


ABOVE TIMES 7 wHO-- | 


mm SQUARE! 4 WHAT I5 TOWARD THE 
Ê fd HEZ/? WHAT BAXTER 
SUSAN RICHARDS | DOES HE 
THE INVISIBLE k 
GIRt ARE 4 
DD Ora 
eo) 


q Ai 4; 


BUT |5 HE--IT-- 
| A FRIEND OF THEFE'S 
OR ANOTHER FOE, OUT 
“TO DESTROY THEM 
AND THE CITY! 


you ASK HIM! ME, IM 
GETTIN' OUTTA HERE! 


HUMANS! HOW LIKE THE LOWER 
ORDERS THEY ARE--MILLING 
LIKE MINDLESS CATTLE, WAL- 
LOWING IN THEIR OWN SELF- 


IT IS HARD TO IASAGINE THAT ONLY LAST 
NIGHT T WAS ONE OF THEM, STRUGGLING 
TO LIFT MYSELF ABOVE THE MIRE 
np AND MISERY. 


mu À | guT My EVOLUTION-ACCELERATOR 
: f CHANGED ALL THAT. NO LONGER 
NEED PROFESSOR RANDOLPH JAMES 
SEEK PERFECTION. AS THE EUTURIST 
T AM NOW PERFECTION INCARNATE. 


a) 
2 


1 


IT 5 TRULY 


HUMANS CAN NO MORE COMPREHEND ME 
THAN AN ANT CAN UNDERSTAND AN ELEPHANT. 


EVEN MY ERSTWHILE COL- 
LEAGUE REED RICHARDS 
VIEWS MY PRESENT STATE 
AS A CONDITION TO BE 
CURED,..NOT EXPLORED. 


LET'S HAVE SOME EUN WITH 
THE EGGHEAD--! HUNH 2/? 
WE--WE'RE FLOATIN'/ 


HEY, BOYS EVER 
AND GIRLS! AS | DOES MAN 
PREY UPON 


FORGOT TO CHANGE 
HI& PARTY CLOTHES“ 


VERMIN WHO BEAT 
BECOME“ RANDOLPH JAMES 
NEAR TO DEATH, 
“ YOLI HAVE BEEN 

PUNISHED. 


YOU-voL 
KILLED THEM! 
YOU'RE À 


--AND AS GNATS THUS, LIKE THE 
YOU SHALL 


BEGONE, 3 
you wHO ARE 
THE WRETCHED 


A 
( AS GNATS YOL 
tp ARE, PLAGUING 
NV) YOUR BETTERS-- 


MONSTER! SOME 
KIND OF HOR- 
RIBLE FIENDY 


YEAH, AND WHAT YOU “ARE” 
|5 GONNA BE BEHIND BARS! 
I SAW WHAT YOU DID TO 
THOSE KIDS--IT WAS HOR- 
RIBLE, NO MATTER WHAT 
THE PROVOCATION! THA 
TAKING YOU IN== 0 4 


--FOR FIRST DEGREE 
SOMETHING! é 


A PEACE ENFORCER-- 
INFORMING ME OF THE 
LEGALITIES By WHICH 

MEN MUST ABIDE? 


BUT THE FUTURIST 

HAS TRANSCENDED 
THE MORAL CODES 
AND STRICTURES 

THAT BIND HOMO 
SAPIENS. T AM 
LAW UNTO ANY- 

SELF. 


STILL, 1 HAVE NO Ne 
DESIRE TO HARM ONE 


wHO MERELY SAFEGUARDS SOME KIND 


«YET NEITHER SHALL 1 FROM YOLIR 
TOLERATE FURTHER INTER- 1 EYES! WHAT ARE 


E ESCICAHL 


I70 77 PRA 


ne 
E 
! 


Pq E mlia 
IN SG DIV VIERA RS 


My | 
[e 
| 


WHAT MWONDERMENT |& 
THIS? A HUMANOID-- 
EXHIBITING SUCH AIGHT 

AS TO DWARF EVEN 
MY EXPLOSIVE 
ENERGIES! 


OR WHAT 
HE 


BLASTAAR 
“THE LIVING 
SOMEBURST 
dE NOT 
SAVAGE 


WE; 
UNLEASHED? 


WiTH THE REMOVAL OL THE POLICEMAN, HE WHO 
WAS ONCE PROF. RANDOLPH JAMES ERASES ALL 
THOUGHTS OF THE ACTION FROM HS MIND. 


Lane PAR 
= Wa] S(/C7 EVENTS ARE TRIVIAL 
Do I7ONE WHO FASmMONS HIM- 
SELF A GOD 


maanis o 


mma (ã rs M 
BUT THERE 15 ANOTHER LURKING IN 
THE SHADOWS WHO (5 EXTREMELY IM- 
PRESSED By ANY DISOLAY OF POWER. 


YET HE WIELDS 
q THEM NAIVELY-- 
AS À CHILD WOULD 
| HEEDLESS OF 
GAIN, WITHOUT 
A GOAL! 


THERE |5 MUCH 1 COULD JZ IF I COULO TRICK THIS SUPER BEING WHO 
HOPE TO GAIN WERE 1 TO DZ CALLS HIMSELF THE FUTURIST INTO ADD- 
POSSESS SUCH POWERS/ e ING HIS MIGHT TO MINE, THEN COULD 
EVER SINCE MY MYSTERIOUS , THE HÚNTED BECOME THE HUNTER-- 
RELEASE FROM THE NEGA- dr é ã o 
TIVE ZONE I HAVE BEEN Jada SN O 3 --AND BANISH THE ÁCCURSED 
A FUGITIVE-- A N FANTASTIC FOUR TO THAT VERY 
O ll N 4 SHADOW REALM WHICH HAD 
( --sKuLaING IN SHADOWS, YA o AN e BEEN MY DREARY HOME! 


WITH SILENT STEALTH BELIED 
Ey AG MASSIVE SIZE, THE LtV- 
ING BOMBBLIRST MOVES AFTER 
THE UNSUSPECTING FUTURIST! 


MEANNHILE, HIGH IN THE SKY THAT IRRESPONSIBILITY HES GOT 
ABOVE MANHATTAN... HAS ALREADY RESULTED IN TO BE FOUND 
THE DEVOLUTION OF THREE «AND FAST! É 
RANDOLPH SAID MEN* NO TELLING WHAT 


BAXTER BUILD- 
7 ING... BUT 
THEN VANISHED! 


HE'D ACCOMPANY HELL DO NEXT! 
ME BACK TO THE -á 
e 


e 


I'M WORRIED. 
HES LIKE À 

CHILD PLAYING 
WITH A NEW H 


Toy TITICICI 
LIKE 
A CHILD, = 
HEGS ALSO Fã = 
IRRESPONSIBLE!) EEE E 


aaa 


*LAST ISSUE. -M. Na 


STRETCHING HIS ELASTIC BODY DOWN FROM THE BAXTER BLILDING'S ROOF, THE LEADER OF THE 
sea FOUR SONS HIS WIFE, SON, BEST FRIENO AND EROTHER-IN-LAW IN THE FE!S COMMANO A 
CENTER «+. MF 

= pa: 
SONS REED/TVE BEEN ON THE HORN ALL NIGHT 


O THE AVENGERS, S.H.l.E.L.D., THE 
SS POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTE 
AIN'T NOBODY SEEN OUR 
OLD BUDDY, BLASTAAR! 


[Gt WERE OUR HUH? yA MEAN 
ONLY PROBLEM ONE AIN'T 


RIGHT NOW, ENOLIGH FOR US? 
BEN! Í p 
à sa”. - 
E ml py (MS 


ITS My BUT WE LEFT HIM JUST LAST Was 
FRIEND EVENING, REED! HE WAS ALL EP 
RANDOLPH JAMES! | RIGHT THEN, DESPITE THE di 


I'M AFRAID HES | FREAK AC- SO 


INCREDIBLY 
FOOLISH! 


“YES, GUE--ANO I THOUGHT TD 
CONVINCED HIM TO HOLD OFE TESTING 
HIS EVOLUTION ACCELERATOR ... 


1 WANTED TO EVOLVE HUMANKIND 
TO ITS NEXT STAGE... BUT WITH THE 
Á DESTRUCTION OF MY COMPLTER 

BANKS, THE ACCELERATOR 
[5 UNCONTROLLABLE! 


Es, 
des 
vo JUST BE THANKEUL 

E YOU WEREN'T KILLED IN 
/ 3, THE EXPLOSION, RANDOLPH! 

“WE HAD TO LEAVE THEN, TO HANDLE ELASTRAR'S “BEATEN ANO BROKEN, RANDOLOH STRUGOLED 

UNFORESEEN EMERGENCE FROM THE NEGATIVE ZONE. BACK INTO HIS LAB, AND SUBJECTED HIMSELE TO 

IN OUR WAKE RANDOLPH WAS ATIACKED BY A THE UNTESTED AND UNCONTROLLED RAYS OF HIS 
GANG OF THUGS... “ EVOLUTION-ACCELERATOR -- 


B-BUT, I TELL you, 
I HAVE NO MONEY! 


1 KNEW 1 HADN'T THE POWER TO FORCE HIM 
TO THE BAXTER BUILDING WHERE A WAY MIGHT 
BE FOUND TO REVERT HIM BACK TO HUMAN--50 
1 HAD HOPED My ACCEL- I TRIED TO REASON WITH HIM, CONVINCE HIM TO 
ERATOR WOULD HEAL ME, COME WITH ME OE HIS OWN FREE WILL! 
REED--BUT INSTEAD IT a E 
EVOLVED ME! YOU MIGHT 
SAY THAT L HAVE BE- 
COME A...60D! 


WE THEN TURNED bis NEW- GREW [MPATIENT 
FOUND POWERS UPON THE «AND VANISHED! 
TALES WHO HAD BENTEN HIM I'VE BEEN SEARCH- 
AND TRANSEORMED THEM ING FOR HIM 
INTO RATS!* ; EVER SINCE! 


GREAT: ÀS IF HAVIN' BLASTAAR ON THE LOOSE 
WASN'T WORRY ENOUGH! NOW WE GOTTA PLAY 
HIDE-AN-SEEK WITH A BUSH 


LEAGUE HIGH- 
EVOLUTIONARY 


I GUESS WE 
DON'T HAVE MLICH CHOICE, 
REED--|F JAMES IS PO- 


THEN WHAT ARE WE 
WAITING FOR? 


FLAME ONE 


SHEESH! THAT 
BLASTED BATTLE- 
CRy AIN'T GOT HALF 


TENTIALLY DANGEROUS. 
<<, 


THE CLASS OF HT's 
[seco BBERIN" TIME" Mas 
; fu 


NY 


DADDY! 1 WANT x 
TO G0 WITH BEN 
AND JOHNNY? 


NO, FRANKLIN! 

I WANT YOU 

TO STAY HERE 
WITH YOUR 


NO, JOHNNY-- 
I DON'T THINK 
WE HAVE ANY 
CHOICE AT ALL! 


FRANTIC SECONOS LATER, ON TH ROOF OF EF 
HEADQUARTERS .. « 
; C'MON, STRETCH/ MATCH- 


HEAD HERE SAYS HES FINISHED 
THE TUNE-UP ON THE NEW 


LA FANTASTICAR'S ENGINE... 
> a 


(ca 


WITH MEZZ BUT REED-- WHAT 
IF YOU AND THE BOYS NEED 
ME OUT THERE? I WON'T LET 
you CuT ME OUT OF 
THE DANGER 


BELIEVE ME, 
SUE--IM NOT/ 
RANDOLPH MAY YET 
SHOW UP HERE, AND 1 
DON'T WANT FRANKLIN 
LEFT ALONE IF HE DOES! 


SO WE 
DON'T HAVE 
TO TAKE THE 
FLYIN'BATHTU 

ASAIN, 


IN THAT 
CASE, REED-- 
ALL RIGHT: 


POWER TO DEVASTATE THIS CITY--AND WE'VE GOT 
TO FIND THEM BOTH BEFORE THEY DO! 


AW, LET THE KID TALK--[T'S 
THE ONLY WAY HE CAN GET UP 
ENOUGH HOT AIR TO KEEP 
HIMSELE FLYIN'? 


ROCKPILE! 50 
FUNNY 1 FORGOT 
TO LALIGH/ 


Also 


BUT; WHILE BEN ANO 
JOHNNY TRADE RETORTE-- 


“THE DUAL OBJECTS OF THEIR SE. 


ARCH ARE EVEN NOW UPON THE VERGE OF MEETING! 


THE STREETS ARE 
EMPTY. THE HUMANS 
HAVE FLED AT My AP- 
PROACH. YET DO T SENSE 
A DIRE, IMMINENT 
EVIL CLOSE AT HAND, 


AMAZING! WITHOUT 
SO MUCH AS A TURN OF 
HIS HEAD HE KNOWS 1 

DRAW NEAR--AND SENSES 


ANY INTENT! Z 
F 


UT THERE MUST BE A VERY WELL, THEN/ IT IS 
WAY TO SHIFT HIS THEY WHO SHALL SERVE 
SUSPICIONS FROM / NI AS MY FOILS/ 
ME TO--! O 
= ) FUTURIST/ 
: - BE ON YOUR 
GUARO! 


EHZ WHAT MANNER 
OF BEING IS THIS 
THAT INTERRUPTS MY 

CONTEMPLATIONSZ? 


I AM BLASTAAR, ONE WHO 


TS cep TE pan 


WHAT DO YOU By My SOUL! AN EXPLOSION NOW, WHILE HIS VAST 
MEAN, CREATURE? SHATTERING THE PAVEMENT INTELLECT SEARCHES 
BEHIND ME! YOU SPOKE 
PLANATION, 1 WILL 


I HAVE NO 
ENEMIES THAT TRUE! I AM ATTACKED/ 
OFFER MINE! 


I AM AWARE 
THE FOOL! HIS THOUGHTS 


OF... 
CLOUDS THAT HE CANNOT 
SEE IT WAS I WHO 
BLASTED THE PAVE- 
MENT BENEATH HIS 
FEET! 


YOU SEE? 

IT WAS THE 
HUMAN TORCH 
WHO STRUCK 

AT YOU! 


AT THE BIDDING 
OF REED RICHARDS 
WHO WOLLD DE- 
STROY US BOTH 
FOR OUR POWER 
WHICH |5 BEYOND 
His COMMAND/ 


THE REED RICHARDS 1 KNEW WHEN 1 WAS A...MAN...WOLLD NEVER PER- 
PETRATE SUCH AN ACT. WE WERE FELLOW SCIENTISTS. THEN AGAIN, MY 
ABILITY WAS NEVER THE EQUAL OF HIS. HE HAD NOTHING TO ENVy! 


BUT NOW YOU POSSESS POWER 
SUCH AS HE CAN NEVER KNOW! 
AND WHAT HE CANNOT HAVE 


7 PROFESSOR JAMES! 


DON'T BELIEVE THAT 
COCKEYED STORY FOR 


que TRYING TO TRICK 
ES you! 


=H JM A MINUTE! BLASTAAR'S mm) 


) 


EST 


YET IT WAS YOU wHO YOU'VE GOTIT É 
STRUCK AT ME WITH A ALL WRONG! IT WAS... 
À FIERY BLAST, YOUTH! MARGGHHE p= 
THEN 1 GUESS I'LL DZ, 
PULL THE PLUG BY 


JOHNNY! THAT 
BOZO-BRAIN JUST 


SMACKED MY GOIN' AFTER THAT FUR- 
FLAMIN' BUDDY FACED “FATHER KNOWS 
RIGHT OUTTA : BEST"! HEADS UP, 
THE AIR, Za YOU GAPIN' APE! 
STRETCHO! Res 
(EA 


RANDOLPH DOESN'T 
KNOW WHAT HE'S DO- 
ING, BEN* HE'S LIKE A 
CHILD--AND BLASTAAR'S 
MANIPULATING HIS CHILDLIKE 
RAGE AGAINST US/ 


COME, you WA [AINCH YOURSELF MINDLESSL 
ORANGE-SKINNED WMA ONTO THE TWIN REEFS OF DE- 
ABNORMALITY ZA STRUCTION EMBODIED BY ZÉ 
/ 


BEN AND JOHNNY ARE DOWN-- BUT, 
OUTSIDE OF HIS INITIAL REACTION TO 
WHAT HE THOLIGHT WAS AN ATTACK, 
RANDOLPH HASN'T REENTERED 
THE FRAY! PERHAPS I CAN 
CONYINCE HIM NOT To! 


RANDOLPH-- 
REED! I'm HERE TO 
HELP YOU! 


How? By DEVOLVING 


ME BACK TO A SECOND- 
RATE SCIENTIST WHOSE 
WORK WAS NEVER ANY 

THREAT To YOUR OWN? 


THE BATTLE GOES BETTER THAN I SOU H] 
HAVE DARED HOPE! MY UNWITTINGLY ALLY ) | 
HAS BROUGHT TWO OF THE FANTASTIC 
FOUR TO THEIR KNEES! THAT LEAVES 


ONLY THE THING! 
8 


PO NOT BOTHER RISING, 
U GARGOYLE/ YOU WILL SOON 
FIND YOURSELF BLASTED 
BACK DOWN AGAIN-- 


“ch PERMANENTLY* 


GS 


; 07 


ga cum 
À 


--I'M GONNA 
DOLE OUT A 
HEALTHY DOUBLE 
DOSE OF DOOM! 


RANDOLPH, YOU RNOW 
THATS NOT TRUE/ 
7 UNGGH! | 


1 KNOW ONLY 
THAT YOU WOULD MAKE 
ME AGAIN THAT WHICH 
I WAS--AND WHICH 1 
NO LONGER HAVE ANY 
De  WiISHTO BE/ 


THERE'S ONLY 
TWO THINGS “PERMA- 
NENT“ IN THIS LIFE, 
BLASTAAR-- TAXES 
AN' DEATHY 


AN”, SINCE YOU - 

PROBABLY AIN'T NEVER 

HAD TO WORRY ABOUT 
BEE TAXES IN THAT ANTI- 
à MATTER UNIVERSE 
YOU COME FROM-- 


SUCH AS I! BUT BLASTAAR 
HAS NO SUCH SCRUPLES! 


BLASTAAR'S GONNA KILL 'SCUSE ME, BLASTAAR ! 

BENVy2! NO WAY! LIFE YOL"RE STANDING RIGHT 

JUST WOULDN'T BE THE 

SAME WITHOUT ANY 

BLUE-EYED BUDDY! TO REPAIR THOSE PESKY 
ER SL POTHOLES |5 TO MELT THE 

ASPHALT AND FILL EM 
BACK IN! 


FLAMING WO 
YOUTH... 
ALIVE 27 


BEFORE THE GOMBASTIC BLASTAAR CAN BAT AN THAT'S ONE BUT THERE'S 
EYE, THE MOLTEN TAR CHURNED UP 8Y THE TORCHS POINT TO THE STILL THE 
FLAME HARDENS OVER MIM LIKE AN ASPHALT GOOD GUYS! a EUTURIST TO 
OVERCOAT! BE DEALT 
WAY TO GO, Ç , 4 WITH / 
MATCHSTICK! 


á 


THE CREATURE WHO SOUGHT THUS, SHALL I SPARE 
TO BEFRIEND ME WAS CORRECT.| | YOUR LIVES, EVEN AS I 
You DO SEEK TO DESTROY FREE THE ONE YOU 
THOSE WHO MANIFEST MORE HAVE IMPRISONED? 
POWER THAN YOURSELVES. S 


Ed BUT 
CAREFULIN RE ms wHAT'S HE 


AT LIGHT ZA À PLANNING 
FROM HIS LAR TO DO...2? 


YOU! ARE FREE, CREATURE 
--AND OUR ENEMIES HAVE 
BEEN TEMPORARILY IM- 
MOBILIZED, WHAT FURTHER 
BOON MAY I GRANT YOU FOR 
OPENING MY EYES TO THE 
TRUTH ABOUT MY FORMER 
FRIENDS? 


IN THEIR HEADQUARTERS 
THERE |5 A PORTAL THAT 
LEADS TO MY UNIVERSE, / 


T E 
MY. REALM THROLIGH 
THAT PORTAL / 


1 WOULD SEE 


IT DESTROYED 
É FOREVER ! 
é 
4 


--1 wOuLD XI cAN REMAIN THE WOMAN AND HER 
NEVER HAVE HERE AND HELP STAND BETWEEN 
RAVAGE THIS | [ENÃES US AND THE PORTAL, 
; Ne. FUTURIST-- BUT 
FOREVER! THEY SHALL 


AMO Tue invisisLE Girts 
PATHETIC FORCE-FIELD 
AN [5 THOUGHT-CONTROLLED 
“AND 1 NEED ONLY 
BLAST AT THE FIELD 
TO HAMMER AT 
HER MIND? 


FRANKLIN, N 
STAY BEHIND 
=, ME! 
Es E NR LOOK! TWO =m 
: LS TRA » FUNNY MEN 
HE LEVITATES US / 
BOTH WITH BUT A 


AS NOTHING COMPARED 
WITH HIS? HAD THE NEGA- 


THERE |5 NO NEED FOR viO- 


To SLEEP! 


THE INNER PORTAL ESn 
REMAINS SHATTERED. SS? 


» (O 
JUST AS My EXPLOSIVE JR 777 
EMERGENCE Emo : ER 


o 


re 


LEFT IT/, 


THAT FOOL, THE FUTURIST, 
THINKS 1 WISH TO PASS 
S3s THROUGH THE PORTAL INTO 
124 THE NEGATIVE ZONE, AND 
ç THEN DESTROY THE 
PORTAL BEHIND ME! 


AS IF I FEARED 
SOME THREAT 
FROM EARTH! 


MOMMAY! WHAT HAVE 


BUT THE FAR STRONGER 
OUTER PORTAL-- WHICH, FOR 
[o 


, SOME 
REASON 1 CANNOT FATH 


M WAS fd 


e LEFT OPEN ALLOWING ME TO 


LEAVE THE NEGATIVE ZONE-- 
IS CLOSED AGAIN! 


IN REALITY T DESIRE THE PORTALS 
DESTRUCTION 50 THAT I CAN PASS 
FROM THE NEGATIVE ZONE TO THIS 
SPHERE AT WILL-- TO STRIKE AND 
DESTROY WHENEVER 1 WISH! 

4 GA 


BuT REED RICHARDS 
HAS BUILT WELL! NOT 
EVEN MY MIGHTIEST 
BOMBBLIRSTS CAN 
FORCE THE OUTER 
PORTAL DOORS! 


H 


/ 


BLUDGEONING, BATTERING [2 
BLASTS OF BLASTAAR! 


TIME AFTER Es ZA THE ALIEN EROM 
AN ANTI-MATTER UNIVERSE HURL HIS POWER 
GA AGAINST TH UNYIELDING BARRIER! 


WET THERE 15 ANOTHER IN THE BAXTER que 
AT THlS MOMENT WHO HAS COME TO ANOW THE 
sia dE dt OF ANGER: 


AND TIME AFTER TIME DOES BLASTAAR CRY our 
IN A FRENZY OE FRUSTRATION ANO RAGE! 


7, = 


| ANO, (Nº THAT ETANT 

PE RICHARDS BE- 

"| Comes pica LESS 
OF A CHILO.. 


RSS 


AE SR ( 
FASÇ 

1.8 WON'T WAKE 

, ” UP! THOSE 

a $ , | MEN MUSTA 

4 | HURT HER 
AV; 

Ai” PÉ 


THEY'LL 
PAY FOR THAT! EB 
T'LLMAKE A 
THEM Pay! 


NO, CREATURE / YOU FEEL Tue 
THOUGHTS OF ONE SMALL BOY? 

1 READ YOUR MIND AS YOU 

BATTERED AWAY AT THE 

BARRIER, BLASTAAR! 1 KNOW 

vou DECEIVED ME INTO 

ATTACKING MY FRIENDS! 


FOR THAT I SHOULD 
METE OUT PUNISHMENT-- 
MY MIND! | |BUT 1 SENSE THAT THAT IS 
IT'S AS IF WHAT THE CHILD IS 
IT WERE ON ALREADY DOING / 
FIRE? | 


ves, MIS EVES! THE EXES CE A CHILD WHO HAS SEEN HIS MOTHER MADE TO SULER THE EXE: 
CF ACHO WHO, IN HS ERIEHT AND CONEUSION, (RRATIONALLY WISHES HE HAD THE FOWER TO 
TO BAY HIS MOTHERS TORMENTERS GACK z 


= Lá NNW E E 
E Se paro imãs o. SEA iz ne | 


CHILD, FERIAPS. 
GUT ExAnaeiN 
RICIIGROS (5 LIGHT 
VEGRS BEYONO 
ORLINARS 


pm 


(CR= 


HE 15 THE SON OE REED ANO SUSAN RICHAROS - - AND 
HAS SUCH. HE /S THE SOLE INHERITOR OE MIS BGRENTS 
COSMICALLY MUTATED GENES. AS SUCH HE MAS THE 


D-DIDIA MY SON HURLED BLASTAAR ACTVATING THE NEGATIVE ZONE ESA 
SEÉ THAT? | 7MROUGAM THE NEGATIVE ZONE MONITOR, REED SEES. - 
| 7 mm > 


E] 


DIDIA SEE |PORTAL AS IF HE WERE WITHOUT TE 
SUBSTANCE AT ALL/ | E 
H 


V THERE HE IS, 
ENTERING THE 
AREA OF MAX- 

IMUM DIS- 


Ca QN 


HE'S DRIFTING 
FURTHER OUT-- 
HIS BoDy's BE- 
COMING TRANS- 
LATED BACk INTO 
ANTI-MATTER/ 


IF WERE LLCKY, WE'VE 
SEEN THE LAST OF 
BLASTAAR / 


HE'S GONE, REED, BE- 

YOND THE RESOLVING 
POWER OF OUR 
MONITORS.! 


WHy, YOU BUBBLE-BRAINED--/ 

WHY DON'TCHA JUST STICK US 

ALL IN AN ANT FARM? THEN IA 

YA CAN WATCH US “PLAY!” / op! 
ALL DAY? 


7 voT ns 
you sEE À Ns 
WHAT'S IS 
HAPPENING 
TO YOU, 
RANDOLPH? 


THERE.” HE'S PAssED 
THROUGH THE DISTORTION 
AREA INTO THE HEART Sri 


HIS MOMENTUM WILL PROPEL HIM FAR 
FROM THE PORTAL TO OUR WORLD 


YES. SHE HAS MERELY AWOKEN FROM A SOUND 

AND RESTFUL SLUMBER WHiCH T INDUCED IN 

HER TO KEEP BLASTAAR FROM HARMING HER 
FURTHER. 


YOU HAIRLESS HYENA./ 
SUE WOULDN'T HAVE 


PERHAPS, BUT 1 SENSED 
THE CHILD'S POWER AND DE- 
SIRED TO SEE IT DISPLAVED? 


YOU'RE CUTTING 
YOURSELF OFF FROM 
MANKIND-- BECOMING 
LESS HUMAN IN YOUR 
CONCERNS WiTH 


PLEASE, RANDOLPH! 

LET ME TRY TO RE- 
CREATE YOUR EVOLUTION 
ACCELERATOR.. TO 
DEVOLVE VOL BEFORE 
IT'S TOO LATE / 


ITIS 
ALREADY... TOO 
LATE... OLD FRIEND 


THINK, REED RICHARDS-- 


CONTEMPLATE A RETURN 
TO MERE MORTALITY, 


I AM NO LONGER A CHILD 
OF THE EARTH, BUT A CHILD 
OF THE COSMOS / PERHAPS IT 
WILL PLEASE YOU TO KNOW 
THAT I SEE À LITTLE OF 
MYSELF IN THE EYES OF 
YOUR SON.” 


ps Nu, 4 


j 3, Wi A 
1 Vê 


SN 


FO 


«FOR IT IS A FAR 
VAST ER WORLD I 60 
TO THAN T derais 
EVER KNOWN. AN 

THE POTENTIAL TO RR 
Low ME EXISTS IN 
ALL HUMANKIND. YOU 

WILL SE 


MH 

ho | 

f It 
| 
| 


GE) q 


HE'S GONE: FOR NX 1-I DON'T 


A MOMENT HE 
SHONE LIKE A STAR... 
AND THEN 
VANISHED.? 


SURE HE'LL TAKE 
YA, SQUIRT? WE 


LAST TIME vou 
ALMOST PUSHED 
HIM HALEWAY 


THINK T'VE 
EVER SEEN 
ANYTHING 

QUITE so... 
BEAUTIFUL / 


WERE YOU WHEN 
THE PIRATES WON 
THE SERIES ?2 


T DON'T SEE HIM 
NO MORE-- BUT, I GOTTA 
ADMIT, FOR A SECOND THERE 
HE WUZ KINDA PRETTY? 


IS MOMMY ALL 
RIGHT? I WAS SO 
SCARED WHEN 
THAT TALL MAN 
HURT vYOU/ 
WHERE IS ME 


wvou MEAN) PERHAPS IT'S 
YOU DON'T | BEST THAT 
REMEMBER | WAy SUE/ LET'S 
ANYTHING LET OUR SON BE 
AFTER...7/ A LITTLE BOM... 
FOR JUST A 
WHILE LONGER * 


FRANKLIN! 
OH, MY 
DARLING/ 


WILL YOU 
TAKE ME TO THE 
PARK, DADDY > 


YOU KNOW, THERE'S 

STILL SOMETHING THAT 

BOTHERS ME ABOUT ALL 
THIS. 


q 
: OH? AND 
me WHAT'S THAT 
MY LOVE? 


WHAT CAUSED 

OUR COMPUTERS TO OPEN 
THE OUTER PORTAL, ALLOWING BLASTAAR 
TO EMERGE FROM THE NEGATIVE ZONE?? 


[40€/217 
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Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 


vs: THIE EV DAS UU SEUDUDUE: 


PRESENTS: 
Be Jor, 
MANTLO 


PEÃO) 
A nd JOE JOHN Bog MARK (4 4A 
GrRNE CC SINNOTT cosTaNnza SHMAREN  GRUENALO 
Zorifer Artists 


rá 
SOOTER 


editor editor-in-chief 


VS di 


Vo 7 
TN. La 


À [ 
3 REED RICHARDS, HOW CAN YOU 
BASEDON A PLOT g O BE SO INSENSITIVE, FACKING OUR 
SUGCESTION By SP | SON OFF TO WHISPER HILL AFTER 
MMARV WOLEMAN é HIS TRAUMATIZING ENCOUNTER 
Do a WITH BLASTARR 7?! FRANKLIN 


NEEDS TO BE WITH HIS PARENTE 
NOW / 


LT JUST CALLED 
AGATHA HARKNESS. 
SHE SAvyS My NEPHEW 'S 
SLEEPING LIKE 4 


WHICH IS 
WHAT T WISH T 
WUZ DON, 
) INSTEADA GÍVIN 
À “IYSELE ORANGE 
HERNIAS/ 


DAMAGE TO 
BAXTER ELILONE 
EXTENEIVE, SIR, 
COMELTINE REBAIR 
SCHEMATIC. 


THANK YOL!, HERBIE, a 
BUT TM WORKING ON SOME Wi 
REPAIR MODIFICATIONS 
» OF MY OWN, 


[5 IN THE SAFEST POSSIBLE HANDS RW --I5 THAT NONE OF US WILL TRULY BE 

WITH AGATHA HARKNESS--THAT'S MB) SAFE HERE INOUR OWN HEADQUARTERS 

BEEN PROVEN TIME AND AGAIN! FA “UNLESS OUR SECURITY SYSTEMS ARE 

BUT WHAT BLASTAAR & ATTACK TOTALLY OVERHALILED, 
HAS CONVINCED ME OF, SUE-- 

HERBIE 'S HELPING ME 
REVISE THEM EVEN AS WE 
EFFECT MAKESHIFT REPAIRS, 


“ 


7/7) 
! : 


es 
Ss 
( 


ABEIRM - 
ATE, 
ass 


Pa 


( 


o 
sã 


E 
REED, YOU'RE SEEMS TO ME I'VE HEARD a 
IMPOSSIBLE/ YOU THIS RECORD BEFORE, ABOLIT 
SURROUND YOUR - HALF A MILLION TIMES, STILL, 
SELF WITH IT'S NICE TO KNOW SOME 
MACHINES THAT THINGS IN LIFE REMAIN 
ECHO EVERY - CONSTANT. 
THING YOU Say! 
BUT YOLI'RE 
FORGETTING 
THE Senar 
FACTOR! YOU THINK T b 
6 ! E onty cer DRESSED 
IF YOU waNT UP FOR SPORTS 
ME, TLL BE CARS, YOU BIG 
AT WHISPER LUG? TONIGHT 
HILL-— WITH À JOHNNY STORM'S 
Á GOIN' DANCING! 


SUE, TM ONLY 
DOING WHAT'S 
BEST/ OH, 
WHAT'S THE 


H, 
MY SEE-GAR BEFORE 
VOL HUSTLE YOUR 


; o mn 
E SURE, BEN, T'LL JUST. - - 
a OFS/ T FORGOT, TI PROMISED 
LT wasN'T , MYSELF THIS WAS GONNA BE A Vl 


ASKINE yOU/ FLAME - FREE EVENING/ SORRY: 


AND, METER TOBNNS STORM MAS LEET. . 


WELL, IF THAT DON'T BEAT ALL! STILL, 
T GUESS THE KID DESERVES A NIGHT 
OFF WITHOUT BEIN' REMINDED OF 
SUPER-HEROIN! HEY STRETCH? ás 


SURE, BEN. 
JUST SET IT 
POWN IN THE 


NEGATIVE Br Eme, 
ZONE FANTASTIC GS 
CONCENTRATION 
/& ELSENHERE 
AT THE MOMENT, 


MINDS OUT THERE IN 
THE TWILIGHT ZONE / 


a 


«UE REASONS ARE WE/ENTY ENOLUES THAT EVEN THilz GARRULOUS BEN CRIMN CARRVES OUT 
MG FRIENDS INSTRUCTIION WITHOUT HIS CLISTOMARS COMPLANINE, 


ALL RIGHT, HERBIE / THAT SHOULD SECURE ONE 
BEN AND T WILL Ss AREA, BUT T WANT YOU TO 
INSTALL THE NEW q AI 2 CONDLICT A COMPLETE sysTEMS 
TIME-LOCK ON THE E É CHECK BY TYING IN TO THE 


NEGATIVE ZONE A R' 
ao ; 7 MAIN COMPUTE 


SYSTEMS 
ChEChk Wict 
CONMVENCE 
IMMEDV/ATELY; 


PL/TTERINE TO TSELE, REED RICHARDE CREATION PMERIGLE -- AN ACRONSMA STANDINE FOR 
AMANDO EXNPER/MENTAL ROBOT LB-TIRE INTEGRATED ELECTIRONICSE-- EALE DOWN 


SILENT CORRIDORS, 
RA | [=== [ea 


AND, OBEVINE TE PROCRAMMINE, !T FLUES 
(TSELF IN, 


HERBIE, FOR ALL THE CHARM MS DESIEN 
MELO FOR THE PRODUCERS CE A SATURDAY 


ARNUAS 


A ELNCIVONINE ANALOE 
COMPUTER, (TE NEMORY 
BANKS À STOREHOUSE 
OF INFORMATION FEDIN 
FROM THE PHENCMENAL 
ELIVING COMPETERS 
OF FAR-CIE XANDAR, 


pq RÃ! 


Vy/7HIN SECONDS, EVERY THINE THERE 1S 
ANOW ABOL'T THE FANTASTIC FOLK 1 
MN OMAN! TO THEIR ROBOT SERVANTO 


ZTE CNLY THEN THAT THE LITTLE LIFELESS 
CONSTRLCT DISENGAGES /TG PROBER - 
ARMS... 


Now, Vorce- 
PROGRAMMED 
BY TE CREATOR, 
REED RICHARD, 
HERBIE ENTERS 
THE MAIN COoM- 
PUTER COMPLEX 
CE THE HEAD - 


... AND FILLS THE CHAMBER 
A WITH A HOLOW AND 
HORRIBLE EMEGHTER! 


vecreevesoce ho 
4 VEEEEE 


/MEANWHILE, MAVING ESCHENED HE FAR-FASTER ELIGHT-VIA- FLAME FOR THE MORE TEDIOUS 
TRANSFORTATNON OE NEW VORK CITY ES SUBNANE, TOGNNS STORM EVENTLUALLS FINDE MINSGELIE 
AT THE STLIPEFSINE SIUENDOO X DISCOTHEQUE... 


na - LOOK, * AW, CMON BABY! 

ALL RIGHT! Ze EN Z ALREADY TOLO WHATSAMATTER, MY company 
GREAT LIGHTS! Ea Es YOU, I DON'T DANCE AIN'T G00D ENOUGH FOR ya? 
GREAT MUSIC! e : = WITH DRUNKS! 

AND LOOK AT e S DacZd 

THAT LOVELY q 


T THINK THAT WELL, IF YOU AIN'T HER 
MIGHT BE SOME- | THANKS, BUT BOYFRIEND, THEN wHAaT 
WHAT OF AN T CAN MAKES YOU THINK YOU 
UNDERSTATE - HANDLE,.. GOT A RIGHT TO 
MENT, FRIEND/ : BUTTINZ/ 


WELL, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, 
THERE S... 7405! 


ME? NO, TM JUST 

APPRECIATIVE OF 
THE LADY'S RIGHT 
TO PRiIvaCcy / 


TM AFRAID THAT V 
STATEMENT GOES FOR 
ME, TOO/ 


; LS 4 
= HEY TM 
Ê SORRY! T WAS 


JUST LEAVIN*/ AR 


BLAST IT, WHAT'D T.,.? 


My ML NE! AND I SWORE 
NOT TO USE IT TONIGHT! 


BUT ITHAS vYOL THOUGHT T WAS 
COSTMEA TURNED OFF By YOU 
GIRLFRIEND LISINE YOUR FLAME- 
OR TWO IN FOWER TO GET RID 
THE PasT/ OF THAT MASHER? 


HEY, I WASN'T TRYING TO IMPRESS YOU WITH 
MACHISMO! MY FLAME JUST SEEMED TO BE 
THE EASIEST WAY TO GET THAT CLOWN TO 
CUT OUT/ T-L DION'T MEAN TO SHOW OFF/ 


YEAH. IT'S NOT LIKE T EVER ASKED TO 


BE THE HUMAN TORCH-- AND IT COMES IN HANDY 
AT TIMES, LIKE WHEN T HAVE TO SAVE THE 


AS 


LT THOUGHT |T-- 
AND YOLI-- WERE 
ABSOLUTELY FANTASTIC! 


108/42 


A 
“y 


BET IT WAS TEVE 
LORME TOGO CN, 
TONNY-- ANO THE 


DAZZIE 


DOESN'T ElKE TO SHE SINES, AND THE Va 
MUSS A PERFORMANCE! /MELSIC (SIN ER -— EE 
THE MUSIC ANDO Tire 
| Peter! 


FLONWINE FROM MER 
N WAVES OF SILVER 
S/BILANCE TO 
VELEIMINATE THEE DANCE 
FLOOR IN A DAZZLINE 
DISELAYS OE DREAMS 
MADE REAL / 


RO. FHuIS THEMESMERIZED JOHNNY STORM 15. 
SS B.. ED 70 THE CIST DE THOSE WHGSE LIVES 
AVE BEEN FOLCHED BY THE DISCO DAZILEIR: 


i MAYBE 

T WAS TOO HARSH 
WITH REED 7? FRANKLIN 
IS SAFE AT WHISPER 


WigicE ils SOMBER SISTER PACES THE FE 'S LIVING 
QUARTERS, LAGUED BY CONSCIENCE... 

/ 
ú 


AND ALL REED'S 
TRYNE TO DO I& 
RESTRUCTURE THE BAXTER 
BUILDING 'S DEFENSES 
SO OUR SON WILL 
NEVER BE ENDANGERED 
By BEING HERE AGAIN! 


// ála 
| 


T[-ITHREW UP 
My FORCE FIELO 
JUST INTIME, AS 
IF SOME INNER 

VOICE WARNED 
ME OF DANCER! 


Hai 


HIS RECENT KIDNAFPING AND BLASTARRS 
ATTACK SHOW HOW EASILY OUR ENEMIES 
CAN STRIKE AT US THROUGH FRANKLIN... 


” HERBIE? YOU'RE NOT 
PROCRAMMED TO ENTER 
OUR PRIVATE QUARTERS/ 


TM SORRY, 
| MAES, RICHARES, 
BUT T HAD TO 
SEE vouw-- 


VOL FONWER TO PROTECT 

PROTECTIVE FIELDS OF 

INVIS/BILITS WILL NOT 

SAVE VOU, NES. RICHARDS! 

T KNOW THE LINVTE QE 
FOLK ABILITY 


PLS VOU TO 
VOL EREAMINE 


H-HE'S RIGHT? 


STRAIN IS UN- 
BEARABLE/ TVE 

GOT TO DROP MY 
FORCE FIELD -- 


-- AND TURN MYSELF INVISIBLE! T Já 
DON'T KNOW WHy-- OR HOW —— 
HERBIE 'S MANAGED TO OVER 
RIDE REED'S PROGRAMMING.» 


..BUT TVEGOTTO 
REACH REED WITH THE 
NEWS THAT OUR ROBOT 
SERVANT HAS TURNED 
AGAINST US! 


A TRL CONVENDABLE EFORT, 
MRS, RICIIAIRIS - — LT LILTUMNATELS 
LTS TIHAAEM VOUM IN VISIBIES TS 
MAY MIDE SOU FROM UINAN EXES -— 


INEVADINE THE INFRARED 
EENSORE YOUR MISBAND BUILT 
INTO MY MECHANISM 


YVES, DR, RICHAROS THOLUGST 17 

BEST TO ARM ME AGAINST ANY 

EVENTUAL/TY-— INCLINE Tre : 

POSSIBIUITS THAT AN ENEMY : 

MET POSSESS YOUR UNIQUE a À 
PONERS = S E ç 


A 


/ 
Aço, 


B-BUT YOU'RE 
NOT PROGRAMMED 
TO ATTACK... 

MANIIEEES 


= 


so 


/NCORRECT, MRE, RICHARDE! T AM 
MOTM FROERAMMED TO DO ANYTHING 
EXCEPT THAT WHICH TZ CHOOSE TODO! 


= 


/ 
É 


iu, 
Covense riram 


AND T CHOOSE TO EE 


FREE OE ANYONE ATTENNPTINE! 


TO /NTEREERE WITH MY 


CONTINUED FLNCTIONINE: THLES, 


IT MUSTUTLIZE THE BAXTER 
BLILDINE E OWN DEFENSES -- 


“e, Ea 
Á 


NY 


SL 
uso 
ZA 


mid E 


+ 


U 
j 
=” 


/ 


RT 


A, 


LR, E 


BETEADA E 4 
neo ra 


-- TO BND, AND EVENTUMALLY 
DESTROY THE FANTASTIC FOUR! 


Cr 


ft 


|| csTivamnaaeth, 


NOW, E YOU 
WILL EXCLISE 
ME; MES, 
RICHARES. .. 


TAKING THE INVISIBLE EIRL E SÍLENCE AS 
ASSENT, THE RENEGADE ROBOT GLIDES OMF! 


INiSESR DONINATED By A GIONE PORTAL... 


ea 


(3, 


LEADING TO THE 


NEGATIVE ZONE! Ná BARRIERS FROM EVER BEING 
/ BREACHED... FROM WITHIN OR WITHOUT! 


ZONE THROLIGH THE BAXTER 


ONLY WE FOUR WILL HAVE 
ACCESS TO THE NEGATIVE . 
BUILDING IN THE FUTURE! 


7 


Á TZ Tá 
SE ca? 


[ES 


--. FROM THAT BLASTED 
MECHANICAL MISTAKE 
YOLI CALL MERRUS - - 


se 
LX” ... AND BENS BEEN 
KH BLASTED THROUGH THE PORTAL 
E INTO THE NEGATIVE ZONE É 


HE'S FAST PLUNSING INTO A == 

UNIVERSE WHERE ALL POSITIVE FTA 
DO MATTER |5 TRANSPOSED INTO 5 À 
ES > i ad 


ed E 4 ANTI-MATTER! PA 


MM say-Hoo! T knew o. Yes: 4 gBEFORETHTTHE * 
E aeco wou.o Toss me ME f .. THIS 
- A LIFELINE! ns 


REED EXPLAINED AT THAT MOMENT, MR. 
ME ONCE! FANTASTIC HAS PROBLEMS 
OE HIS OWN. 


e HERBIE, CEASE HOSTILITIES! 
7 THIS IS À VOICE -OVERRIDE 
YA CONTRADICTING YOUR 
2 


à PRESENT PROGRAMMING! 


YOU ARE 
AMUSINE, 
CREATOR-— 
sr, 


COMPUTER! ONLY 
THING THAT 
BOTHERS ME) 


-- 15 WHY AIN'T REED 
PULLIN"ON THE OTHER Yes 
END OF THIS CABLE o 


e souTODO 
ES. ANYTHING LIKE 
THAT/! 


p= 


ES 


TI CONFESE THAT T GAVE MADE CERTAIN 
MMODIEICATION ES ON MY OWA, CREATOR 


E 37 272/0177; TM GERADO! 
a Sl7, ALON ME TO CLARVES? 


A STORY WILL GUEEICE: À 
THERE ONCE VAS A 
ETARSHP SOARINE 
FME SIMACE. 


!/7 BORE TOMARD DESTINY A GROUO “BLT DR, SUN FLED THAT SHIP 
CALLED THE NMEWY CLATNISON E, AS /7 ABERQACHED THE FOLR- 
A MYISTER/OLS ENTITY ANONN AS SECIIONED WORLD OF XANDAR! 
THE SIVIUNK... ANO A THIRD A WORLD FABLED FOR TE à 
BASSENCER , TH LIVING BRAIN -- LING COMPUTERS 
DE. SUN ES 

ES MERE RESIDES THE 
[D] ANOMLEDEE THE 
| SOMINX SEEKS TO 
POSSESS/ 


NE 


| POWER THAT MUST 
| BELONG TO DOCTOR 
| SUN ALONE 


U 


THE PERMANENT 
LINKAGE DON- 
ATED BY THE 
MASTER 
COMPUTER OF 
XANDAR, INTO 
THE CIRCUITRY 
OF THE BEING 
YOU DUBBED.. 


7 HAVE FORGOTTEN TO THANK VOL, RICHAREDS OU 


SEE, IN MEREINE WITH THE E/VINE COMEBLTERS 7 
CANED VAST INTELLECTLAL FOWER, BLT LLOST ALL 
MOBILITY YOU RESTORED THAT TO ME 


ABTY THAT 
AS THE 
PES/ENER OF 3 
MY HOST BODY À sá 'ROSSESSED' By THE 
VOL CAN ALSO ' MIND OF SOME MADMAN 
DESTROY ME! CALLED POCTOR SUN... 
IARREMH £ 
THUS, TM SURE NO LL AGREE WTH ME THAT 
/T WOLLO ONLY SE PRUDENT TO ELIMINATE 


--ITS GONNA 
YOU AND VOCE CONFEDERATES FIRST... 


BE DONE By 
YERS TRULY// 
HOLD STILL, 


MY ORANGE - 
SKINNED ADVER - 
SARY/T WILL NOT 
SUFFER AT ALL, 
WHILE YOU... 


-YOL!... DREW POWER FROM 


THE BAXTER BUILDING '& OWN A 
ELECTRONIC DEFENSE ns i És 
YSTEMS... TO STUN BEN 7/ NA 
EE E = 2 


d Z HAD MEANT THE 
JOATIOBELETHAL, 
EL7 THE BRUTE (Ss 


PD] /NCREDIELY STRONG! 
ES S72L, MEL! NOT 


DA SURVVE A SECOND “s E nl 
qa y 
a 
j 


CHARGE 
YOU'LL NEVER GET THE 


CHANCE, SUN! YOU MAY 19 BUT THERES 
HAVE BEATEN BEN ) STILL... THE 
LENA 
| FORCA 
| 


NO, RICHARDS, T HIP NOT 
FOREOTTEN THE SOUNCEST 
MEMBER OF THE FANTASTICO 
FOUR) HE RETURN MAS 
BEEN PLANNED FOR / 


BUT, YOU CANNOT HEAR ME/ THE PARALYZINE FOWER OF 
|| MY OLPNELASTE MAS FINALLY NUMNBED YOUR NERVOLIS SIS TEM! 
As | YOU WILL NOT AWAIKEN TO WARN JTOMNNY STVAM OE HIS PERL / 


SUPDENCS.. R jr BUT TVE GOT 
- A JÓB TO DO 
AMME: x /: 


/MOMENTE EARLIER, ON THE 
DANCE FLONR OF THE STUDIO OO 
DISCO. . . 


BETWEEN US, 
JOHNNY, WE 
COULD LIGHT 
UP THE 


OW | 
IT, LADY! 


I VE ONLY BEEN ; NV 7 WHAT POSSIBLE DANGER 
GONE A FEW : THAT MY TEAMMATES 
H y |) COULDN'T HANDLE CAN 
| HH)! HAVE ARISEN IN SO SHORT 
Em A TIME? 


MM) | 


OuURS/ 


ill 
Eh À 
Te), 
SAMA 
UNLESS THIS 
IS BEN'S IDEA 


OF A PRACTICAL 
JOkE/ 


LJ ; D 
bol m 
, y 
EEE) À O 
Z ARA TE, Tl 
apodr/ A = 
AA at, NI (4) nem fl j 
Ned Va [ Hi fl 
/ NA ih 
q o LIT! mas 
E E | 
a 
Na 


BUT IM THE HUMAN TORCH-- 
NOT A BIRTHDAY CANDLE/ 
AND WHOEVER SOUGHT TO 
STOP ME By ATTACKING ME | 
WITH THE BAXTER BUILDING'S 


7 

7 : // OWN DEFENSE SYSTEMS -- 
' 7 
/ 

s 


APPROACH TO 
ADMIT ME! 


psi E À --I5 GOING TO 
+ HH 5 OGOMPRESSED WISH HE HADN'T: 
EEE Ef) |) RCE AIR SUNS EMERGING 

Eta Era II ] FROM THE WALLS -- 


THAT MEANS KER TRYING TO BLOW 
I GOIN THROUGH OUT My FLAME! 
= THE WALL! finda 


ELOMING TO WHITE-HOM NOVA 
INTENSITI, TOMNNY MELTS THE 
MAIRGUNS,.. 


cs ONEY TO GE SUDOENEY SET UPON BY A TET- 
SPRAY OF ELAME-RETARDANT FOAM 


CA AN 
REED AND BEN WERE 


WORKING ON SOUPING - UP 
OUR DEFENSES WHEN T 
LEFT! MAYBE THIS IS THEIR 
WAY OF TESTING THEM 
OUT 2 


BuT IF THEY 
DRAGGED ME 
AWAY FROM 

A BEAUTIFUL 


A VACUUM-BOTTLE SLANMING 
WARNINO, MUS SHUT AROUND ME FROM THE 
FLICAT IS ; | WALLS ON EITHER SIDE/ THE 
ABREPTLY 7 A HEATOFMY PASSING MUST 


MALTED Lo / HAVE ACTIVATED IT-- 
dá, |) , 


E 


--AND IN ITS AIRLESS 


EAsS/.y Avorzivs re FOAM, 
THE TORECIM ELAZES CIPIVARES 
TOMARD TE MAIN LAB AREA. 


YET WHy AM T RECOVERING AT ALL? WHY 
—— DIDN'T DOCTOR SUN JUST SLAY ME WITH 
UNH! HOW LONG D oe EK, HIS NEURO-BLASTS WHILE HE HAD 
HAVE I BEEN 4 e ! 
UNCONSCIOUS? á E 
MINUTES ? 


AND BEN/ SUN SAID HE WAS 
GOING TO GIVE HIM ANOTHER, 
LETHAL JOLT-- YET HE 'S LYING 
HERE STUNNED, BUT ALIVE“ CAN 
JOHNNY HAVE ARRIVED AND 
DEFEATED SUN WHILE WE LAY 
HELPLESS 7? 


NO“ THERE'S SUN NOW, «4H 
WATCHING MY EVERY 


EH? THAT SOUND! IT'S 
COMPUTER CHATTER 

THAT INDICATES HERBIE 'S 
IN HIS “REST” MODE! 


IT CAN ONLY MEAN SUN'S ABANDONED 

CONTROL OF HERBIE ' BUT WHY WOULD 

HE SACRIFICE THE ROBOT 'S MOBILITY 
AND STRIKING POWER? 


VA” Va ” 


OF COURSE! JUST BEFORE HE TURNED ON US, T'D 
SENT HERBIE TO TIE INTO THE BAXTER BUILDING'S 
MAIN COMPUTER --TO MONITOR OUR DEFENSE SYSTEMS! 


MBB 4 


WHy SHOULD SUN FIGHT THE TORCH N 
AS HERBIE -- WHEN HE CAN COMMAND 
EVERY DEFENSIVE WEAPON I'VE 
EVER DEVISED... 


«BY TAKING É 
OVEROUR OWN Ccom- E 
PUTERS! JOHNNY SIN À 

Ho 


DEADLY DANGER! fi 


ELONGATINE HS INCREDIBLS ELASTIC BODY TO A 
THINNESS ALMOST BEYOND BELIEL, REED RYCIIGRES 
DUVES TONÁRIO A TINY COMETER TERMINAL 


a a 
eua 


17 WON'T WORK, RICHARDS! T 

CAN SENSE VOL? PRESENCE 

INSIDE THEE COMPUTER! YOU 

DPESVENED EVEN YOUR THINKING 

MACHINES WITH! THE CARBACITY 
7O DEFENO THEMSELVES! 


HUH? THE 
IMAGE OF A 


IN HERBIE'S 
VOICE ABOUT HOW IT'S 
E GONNA KILL REED/ A 


WE'VE ONE SLIM 
CHANCE TO SURVIVE 
— SUN'S ATTACK! 


3 


D//A. OFE vITAL 

É ciRCUITS 
BEFORE IM 
DETECTED! 


LEASTWAYS 
NOT WHILE 
BENJAMIN TI. GRIMM 


HAS ANYTHING TO 
SAY IN THE 
MATTER! 


MEAN Ante, 
IVSIDE Titdiz 
COMPETER .. 


I'VE MANAGED 
TO SEAL OFF 
MOST OF THE 
SYSTEMS TO 
SUN'S CONTROL, 
OVERRIDING 

HIS COMMANDS! 


BIG BRAIN! RES AND YOU, BEN/ BUT 
YOU'RE ALL raia O WHAT ABOUT DOCTOR 
RIGHT?” - SUN? 


me | 


!F YOU MEAN THAT DISGUSTIN” 
BRAIN WHAT POPPED LP ON THE MONITOR 
! SCREEN, I WALLOPED HIM G00D/ HE WON'T 
BE BOTHERING US NO MORE // 


VECATVE, SIR. TM MFRAID MR. CRUUM MERELY 
DEMOLISHED THE MAN MONITOR ON Welict! WE 
COD HAVE TRACED DOCTOR SEN THIRD THE 
COMPUTER. ço 


EBUTNONT FER, YOU EFRORT TO TRAD 
DR. SUN WITH THE MASTER COML TER 
VE PROVINE ONLY TOO SUCCESNEUIC ! 


HERBIE! 
YOU'RE 
YOURSELF 


AGAIN 


WITH EVERY CIRCLIT 

CLOSED TO HIM, 

ME WILL HAVE ONES 

CNE RACE LEFT 

TO Rei -- BACK 
INTO ME. 


ES, SIR. WHEN DR SUN ABANDONED 
MY CIRECITRA, Z WAS ABLE TO REINSIATE 
MY-— YOAR-- ORIGINAL PROCRAMNINE. 


SHOULD THAT MAPEN, MME VVILE 
FAKE CONTROL OF ME MACA -— 
AND ALL YOUR ELVES WV/LL BE 
N DANCER, 


my Procrammine | mi 
CANNOT ALLOW THAT d 
[iesen 
A 
Ev 
DS E 


5 
VREEEE. 
sv Yy q j/ (, Y” Vga 
MON. 
N< nu / 


WA 
= 


2 na Ss ESA = 
o 4 


; E 

F| coLtL/s/ON Of 
FRIÉNR DVOSITE 
POCARI DIES (6... 
EXROSIVE! 


HERBIE, NO! 
YOU'RE ON A 
COLLISION 
COURSE WITH 


GONE! BOTH HE DID IT FOR US, STRETCH'! YOU 
HERBIE AND HEARD HIM! HE WAS SCARED DOCTOR 
DOCTOR SUN, SUN WOULD TAKE HIM OVER AN” 
DESTROVED TURN HIM AGAINST THE FF 
ALONG WITH AGAIN! , 
OUR CENTRAL 


BEN, YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT HERBIE AS IF 
1 HE HAD HUMAN EMOTIONS. HE DIDN'T. HE WAS 
JUST A MACHINE -- NOT PROGRAMMED FOR 


MEBBE YA BUILT HIM 
BETTER THAN YA KNEW, 
REED/ T THINK HERBIE 
SACRIFICED HIMSELF 

TO SAVE US, 


BUT THE LITTLE SQUIRT 


WAS ALL RIGHT IN 
— THE END, á pe. 


CALLING... 


I-I HATE TO SAY IT, é 


v MES 


ASSIS * 


Ra 
(S 02462 


À Fanfastic 


TEZIN TAS VIC SADUNES 


Eltt MANTLO TOMN BIRNE É TOE SINNOTT JM Novak, LETTERER IM SALICRUP JM SHOOTER 
CO-OPTED WRITER ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE BEN SEAN,COLORIST EDITORIAL TENANT  SUPERINTENDENT 


* 
£L 


= 


NJ 


á | as f; 
Who FLOORS/ TIM 
hp ALMOST TO THE 


/» FANTASTIC FOUR'S 
LIVING 


V QUARTERS ! 


AS THE FAMILIAR FIGURE IN JD / BY À À HE'S MOVIN! NOT POSSESSING A SCHEMATIC 
THE COLORFUL costume J89/ E g AROUND TO THE | LAYOUT OF FANTASTIC FOUR 
CONTINUES HIS CLIME UU? JAN SIDE, TRYIN' TO | HEADQUARTERS, HE WILL HAVE 
THE SIPE OF FE HEAD- RS j FIND THE RIGHT 4 TO RELY ON A 
QUARTERS -- /) à A WINDOW ! VISUAL |, 

O //:/, SIGHTING! 


HOPEFULLY 
BEFORE HIS 
PRESENCE IS 
DETECTED-- 


; ISSO TEMA 
--ByY REED RICHARDS' ALARM SOR ado 
SYETEMS! T CAN'T UNDER 7 A : 
STAND WHY THEY HAVEN'T É NOT THAT TIM 
REACTED TO ME YET! np ASÉ COMPLAINING! 4 


O Pe a Moi 
--THE LESS CHANCE 


A em ; eevataçel e 7 ANY OF THE FANTASTIC 


FOUR WILL HAVE OF 
==HS PAINSTAKINE PROGRESS. 1/8 OBSERVED BY À SEEING THROUGH MY 
TERRIBLE TRIO IN AN AMAZING ANTIGRAVITY CRAFT EN . 


SOUNPLESSCY HOVERING ABOVE / 


FRICHTFLIL FOUR... 

THE TRAPSTER'S 
ALMOST AS GOOD AT SCALIN' WALLS 
AS YOU ARE, PUNK! 'COURSE, YOU 
DO IT NATURALLY, WHILE HE'S 
GOTTA LISE SUCTION-GRIFS... 


BUT CHANCES ARE THE FF 

AIN'T GONNA NOTICE THE 

DIFFERENCE -- NOT 'TIL 
IT'S TOO LATE! 


AND ABOARD THE HOVERCAR OF THE RECENTLY REUNITED 


SANDMAN'E 
TRANSFORMED 
ARM, SMASHES 
AT SPIDERMAN 
WITH THE 
IMPBACT OF A 
SAND -BLASTER, .. 


SENDING HIM REELING INTO LUNCON- 
SCIOUSNESS EVEN AS HIS FADING 

MEMORY HANGS ONTO IMAGES FROM 
EARLIER THIS EVENNG. + 


“ONLY TO FIND HE'P BEEN LURED INTO A TRAP 


bi . A 3 ca fe ds 
NOW, WITH HIM SAFELY UNDER GUARD AND 
UNABLE TO SOUND A WARNING, THE EVIL FF 
ARE COUNTINE ON SYDER-MAN'E FRIEND - 
SHIP WITH THE TORCH-- 
N$ THE HOVERCAR'S MOVING OFF! | |-- WHEN OUR PLAN CALLS 
TIM ON MY OWN NOW/ STILL FOR PUTTING HIM RIGHT 


CAN'T FIGURE WHY 1 HAVEN'T | | BACK TO SLEEP... 
SOUNDED AN ALARM YET.../ PERMANENTLY 


AH, THERE'S THE TORCH / AR 
-- SLEEPING LIKE A LAMB! 

IT'S ALMOST À WASTE 

OF TIME TO WAKE HIM 


WHEN HE'D LEFT HIS COLLEGE CLASS 
VURINE AN EVENING CRUISE TO HEED A 
FLAMING MESSAGE LIRGENTLY ASKINE HIM 
TO MEET THE HUMAN TORCH ATOR THE 
STATUE OF LIBERTY -- 


--7O GAN ACCESS TO 
7HE BAXTER BUILDING 
WA THE TRAPSTER ++ 


MAYBE T 
O SHOULD TAP 
% LOUDER ? HE 
DOESN'T 


ELECTRIC SHOCK 
BLASTED ME AWAY 
FROM THE WINDOW! 
I'M FALLING! 
GONNA DIE! 


FIRE HIS 
WEB-SHOOTERS, 
THAT'S WHAT, 


SS 


PNO! CAN'T 
PANIC! 


WHAT 


WOULD 


T 


HE REAL 


SPIDER- 
? MAN DO? 


GOING ON OUT--€ 
OH, SPIDER-MAN / 
WHAT'S UP, 

W DZ 


THE FIRST HURDLE'S PASSED! 
NOW COMES THE HAIRY PART! 
LUCKILY THIS MASK MUFFLES 
MY NOICE AS THE REAL 
SPIDER-MAN'S MASK DOES HIS! 


HI, STORM! T THOUGHT 
1 SHOULD GET IN TOUCH 
WITH YOU! 


IT'S HIM-- 

THE TORCH-- 

AND HE HASN'T 
SEEN 


THROUGH MY 
DISGUISE ! 


MORNING, T 
SUPPOSE ? 


MY PASTE-COATED SUCTION- 
PLUNGER'S HOLDING --NOT 
AS SECURELY AS SPIDER- 
Mae WEBBINS WOLILD, 


GOOD ENOUGH-- 


--THAT T CAN a 

SWING BACK TO THE 

SIDE OF THE BAXTER 

BUILDING AND GET A q 

FOOTHOLD AGAIN! 

JEEZ, THAT WAS 
CLOSE! 


[Z 
NOW TO TELL IT TO HIM LIKE 
THE WIZARD TOLD IT TO ME“ d 
UNH-UH/ T WAS SUMMONED 
STATUE OF LIBERTY TONIGHT 


By SOMEONE IMITATING YOUR 
FLAME POWERS“ 


PLAYMATES , 
THE 
FRIGHTFUL 
FOUR! 


I BUSTED OUT OF THEIR TRAP-- À | Don't coTrer Ile PLEASANT DREAMS, YOU 


GETTING FLAMING FREAK! HEY! THAT 
DRESSED, WAS EASIER THAN KNOCKING 
STORM, YOU | | OFE PUCKS IN À SHOOTING 
AIN'T À o! GALLERY? ada 


GOING 
NOWHERE / 


BARELY/ BUT T HEARD THEM SAY M 
THAT, AFTER THEY FINISHED 
ME OFF, THEY WERE GUNNING FOR 


THE FF! 
SOUNDS SERIOUS! ALL 
- RIGHT, JUST LET ME GET 
INTO COSTUME / 


THIS IS IT! 
V) HE'S TURNED 
HIS BACK TO | 
ME! 


ALL I GOTTA DO IS BIND AND GAG 
STORM WITH MY “WEB- 
SHOOTERS”, THEN IT'S ON TO 
17 PHASE TWO/ 


FINDING AND HO 
ELIMINATING HIS | : 
LNSUSPECTING 4 til maio | a LAuS4iNE TO mnseLE, 
A | é THE TRAPSTER CRAWLS 
| Rm to OUT ALONE THE 
CEILING -- 


GOTTA 
ADP MORE 
N WEIGHTS ! 


E GOT 


IV TA APPROACH HIM THE 
WAY SPI ; 


DER-MAN WOULD, 


NOT WHAT, 
ROCKHEAD / 
WHO ! 


THAT'S THE IDEA, 
OU ORANGE-SKINNED 
ORANGUTAN / ) 


OPPIN' 
WEIGHTS / 


duro MA 
asa 


you oFF THAT 
MUCH ENSIER / 


NOT THAT (T'S GOING TO BE ALL THAT I WOULPN'T HAVE CREDITED You O --RIGHT INTO 
DIFFICULT OFFING A SIGHTLESS WITH ENOUGH BRAINS TO FIGURE POSITION ! 
LUMMOX WHO CAN'T EVEN SEE A THAT OUT GRIMM” NO, T'IM NOT 

WHAT HE'S FLAILING AT / E SPIDER-MAN ” | 


ma AM 
q 
Es aê 
Eri 
HE'S COMING 
AT ME, LURED BY 
By THE SOUND OF TRAPSTER! BLINDOR 
a MY VOICE -- mi ; NOT, I CAN STILL-- 


e» em g 
EE Sea 


A 


PERFECT! By SMASHING THE 1 DIDN'T THINK | 
CIRCUITRY BEHIND THAT PANEL, THE HE'D BE ABLE É: 
Bi6 GORILLA NOT ONLY KNOCKED g 
OUT THE BAXTER BUILDING'S , 
SECURITY SYSTEMS, BUT HIMSELF 4 


AS WELL | nude 


É [Á 
“0 
Fo 4 
7/7 
| e bm 
AND I KNEW HE WOULD, PROVIDING HE 
FOLLOWED MY INSTRUCTIONS/ ELECTRO, 


MEANWHILE, IN THE LIVING CHAMBER OF 


READ ANP SUE RICHARDS , THE DISTAFE 


MEMBER OF THE FANTASTIC FOUR 
ARISES FROM HER BED AND. 
; REED MUST 

STILL BE 
WORKINS “ 


THAT MAN! HE'S 
PROBABLY REPAIRING 
THE COMPUTERS «dá 
PAMAGED By DR. 
SUN! ua 


THAT MEANS 
WE'RE UNDER 


ATTACK BY THE 


THERE SHE GOES-- 
GS 


TZ COULPN'T 
HOLD HER / TURNIN 


THAT'S THE LONG AN! 
SHORT OF IT, SISTER! 


BELONG TO THE 


INVISIBLE / 


MMMMEE! 


I'D BETTER GO 

REMIND HIM OF 

HIS HUSBANDLY 
DUTIES ? 


A GROAN-- FROM JOHNNY'S Room/ 
MAYBE MY KID BROTHER'S HAVING 
A BAD DREAM-- Z Í 


BOUND--IN PASTE, 

THE TRAPSTER'S 

FAVORITE WEAPON / 

SORRY, SANPMAN / 

I'M AFRAID YOUR 

REACH EXCEEDS 
YOUR GRASP/ 


= | 


=os 


GANDMAN | 


Bu 
THOUGHT WE 
DEFEATED 


AND YOUR 
GRASP CAN BE BUSTED 


OPEN BY AN EXPANDING 
INVISIBLE FORCE SPHERE! À 


NSEE FF 
ANNUAL 15 
CO IM. 
STUPID DAME / MAYBE WE CAN'T MY--! OH, NO! 
SEE HER, BUT WE CANIT HELP Z FORGOT I 
BUT SEE HER NIGHTPRESS 7? 


AND, NOT MADE. 
OF UNSTABLE 
MOLECULES, MY 
NIGHTDRESS 
DOESN'T TURN 


WATCH! YOU ALL 

WANTED TO SEE 

WHAT TEEN 

COULD BRING 

THE FRIGHTFUL 
FOUR / 


-- CARBONIZING THE AIR AND 
IMPRISONINE HER WITHIN A 
SHEATH OF ROCK-HARD, 
ELECTROCARBO ATOMS 


INVISIBLE 
WHEN I DO! 


I'M GLAD 
YOU LIKED 


WELL, T'IM CREATING AN 
ELECTROMAGNETIC STORM 
AROUND THE INVISIBLE GIRL -- 


AS THE SUFER-POWERFUL OUTLAWS BICKER, LET US TURN OUR ATTENTION TO THEIR 
7 Eai THE AMAZINE SPIDERMAN -- 


pi 7 bi Mk A 


a UU Zoo Id 


Vl 
ui, 


ELBOWINE THE CONTROLS, 
SPIDER -MAN REVERSES: THE 
POLARITY OF THE HOVER-CAR 
AND LUNGES alice AS 


AND MAYBE THEV'RE RIGHT / TI 4 
HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO BUST 
FREE OF THE o ndo 7 


-=S7/LL PASTE -SHACKLED, À 
PRIGONER, ON TH DECK OF THE 
WINELESS WIZARDE HOVERCAR ! 


HEy/ MAYBE WHAT 
SHEER MUSCLEPOWER 
THEY'VE LEET CAN'T, AG oanTiE 
ME UNGUARDED À | THE FORCE OF 
WHILE THEY ERAVITY CAN! 
fe TACKLE THE FF! 


RAFDLY INSERTINE HIMSEL F 
BETWEEN THE PROPPINE 
HOVERCAR AND THE ROOF'S 


SURFACE 
THIS MAY BE 


THE PUMBEST STUNT 
TIVE EVER PULLED! THE 
GRAVITATIONAL, PRESSURE CM 
— I$ INTENS 


BUT IM 
HOPING IT 
CRACKS THE 
TRAPSTER'S 
PASTE, BEFORE 
IT CRUSHES ME! 


AS SPIDERMAN CARRIES OUT MIS PESPERATE BID FOR FREEDOM, REED RICHARDS, LEADER OF THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR, WORKS INTENTLY IN HIS LABORATORY, OBLIVIOUS TO THE VAÂNGER GEHIND HIM... 


E E 
THIS |5 IT! NO MORE HE WON'T EvEN SM LOOK AT THE WIZARD 
e Ad VA O 7777 E / 


NEED FOR MY SPIPER KNOo GLOAT ! HE'S WAITED 
MAN DISGUISE/ HIT HIM /, 47 YEARS FOR THIS! 4 


BUT THEN, 


TURN AND FACE TH 
WILL DESTROY yo 


Re e 


nf 
DE 
i uv 


AM 
De 


) 


Ki 


SAVED FROM SER/OUS F THE FRIGHTFUL FOUR, WITH AND IF THEY'VE cOME 


HARM BY HIS QUICK | ELECTRO, THEIR NEWEST MEMBER/ ÍA Sa, QVoTHIS FAR, THEY MUST 
REFLEXES AND HIS THEY MUST HAVE BREACHED THE AU O HAVE ALREADY 
ALIABLE FORM, MR. | TEMPORARY ALARMS WHILE T WAS A ny ENCOUNTERED SUE, 
FANTASTIC SPRINES REPAIRING OUR DAMAGED do Na BEN AND JOHNNY / 
INTO ACTION " DEFENSE SYSTEMS/ á 


YOUR PARTNERS HAVE FALLEN, ; NO G00D, WIZARD! 
RICHARDS ! YOU ARE THE LAST! LUCKY FOR YOU THE 
AND MY ANTI-GRAVITY DISCS, SANDMAN'S ON THE 
WILL EASILY RESTRAIN YOU, é JOB! 


IT'S UP TO ME TO ape THE TRAPSTER'S AND 
THE FANTASTIC, FOUR'S , PASTE EXPANDS AS NOW HE!S 
LAST STAND ; IDO! 1 CAN'T 
, bi STRETCA FREE E 
EVERYBODY Ê 


LALIGHED WHEN 


PINNED YA! 
JUST HOLD 
THAT POSE, 
RICHARDS-- 


T MAY NOT HAVE is (E) = |3 E = 


YOUR GENIUS FOR == 

STRATEGY, = 

WIZARD, BUT E 

T'VE BEEN IN Ei 

THIS BUSINESS é E 


= À 
ENOUGH-- fa -. 4 NO 
> (E 


KNOW F: 
WHAT'LL HAPPEN TON » STUNNED BY BY A NEAR-LETHAL JOLT OF 
AN ENEMY STUCK TO ELECTRICITY CONDUCTEL THROUCH HIS 
A GUPER-CONDUCTIVE SAMA dA ds Raia ot detolndo 
MASS OR MACHINERY ! SA 


AND THAT'S ne THE ROOF p 
FALLS (Nsv4 


SPIDER-MANE! vou LEFT YOUR HOVER- CAR : 
CRASHING THROLIGHS PARKED UPSTAIRS WITH THE EZ 
THE CEILING 2//  & MOTOR RUNNING, WIZARD! À 


TZ THOUGHT T'D RETURN IT AND WELL, YOL! KNOW WHAT 
HELP YOU CONSERVE ENERSY / THEY SAY, WIZ! THE 
SAY, WHY ARE YOU SCOOTING BEST LAID PLANS OF 
OFF 2 AREN'T YOU APPRE- MICE AND MEN, 
CIATIVE Z ETCETERA / 


HAPPEN! I 
HADN'T PLANNED 
ON SPIDER-MAN 

FREEING HIMSELF! 


OH, MERCY ME! WI : T'ILL BLAST HIM OUT 
WHY DON'T YOU OFF THE AIR, SAND 


I'LL GIVE YOU A FIST, WALL - 
CRAWLER! WHA-- Z/ MISSED/ 


THE WIZ AGAINST 
THE WALL / 


STOP! YOU'RE 

UNBALANCING 

MY FLISHT 
GYROS / 


ELECTRO, 

WHILE HE/S 
STEERING 

ME TOWARDS 
THE-- 


YOUR LOVABLE 
LEADER, SPARKS / 


YOU AGAIN, SANDMAN E 
ALL RIGHT ,I STILL 
HAVEN'T FORGOTTEN 


you WON'T 
EVEN BE RECOGNIZABLE 
WHEN Z GET THROUGH 
WITH YOU, WEB-SLINGER/ 


60 1 THINK T'LL 
GET EVEN BY 


SPIDER-MAN SCATTERED THE SAND- 
MAN'S SANDY BoDY ALL OVER THE 
MACHINERY -- DAMPING THE CURRENT 


ELECTRO SENT THROUGH IT TO STUN Sê Ed Eis 


Ene 


MISTER 
FANTÁSTIO 19 
FREE, TOO ? 


THUS WEAKENING 

THE STRENGTH or 

THE TRAPSTER'S 
PASTE / 


WE DON'T NEED THE WIZARP' , === WE'D BETTER START YWHY NOTE THEY 
IT WAS HIS “GENIUS” THAT N COUNTING ON OUR OWN JAIN'T NEVER LET 
GOT US INTO THIS MESS/ RR To GETX ME POWN/ 

US OUT: 


TO ENGULF SPIDER-MAN, THE SANDMAN'S HAD TO 
TRANSFORM HIS BODY IN ITS ENTIRETY TO A 
MASS OF FINE SANDY PARTICLES... 


--AFTER SMOTHERIN!' 
THE WEBHEAD UNDER 
A MOUNTAIN OF SAND! 


- AND T KEEP THIS POWER-VACUUM Na 
AROUND TO SUCK UP ALL KINDS 
OF UNWANTED COSMIC GRIT/ 


3 aê 2 Dose Lea E 
o S 7 TELL 
YOUIVE GOT SOME SENSE OF HUMOR, NV. ey THE THING, SON! 
MR, RICHARDS -- COLLARING THE SINISTER 77 edema] GEN THINKS T 
>) SANDMAN INSIDE A VACULIM CLEANER! ZA NEVER LAUGH! 


YOU'VE JUST LALGHED YOUR |) NO, YOU COULD NEVER BE 

LAST, RICHARDS! TM NO DEFEATED By ANYTHING 50 
PUSHOVER, LIKE THE SIMPLE AS A VACUUM 
SANDMAN ! CLEANER, ELECTRO ! 


TO STOP You 
WOULD TAKE 
SOMETHING AS 
POWERFUL, AS 
DRAMATIC -- 


T --AS À LENGTH 
OF RUBBER ME, YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD 
à FIRE HOSE! SPIDER-MAN ? TOO BAD YOU SEEM 
; aY TO BE ALL WRAPPED UP JUST 
; NOW... S r T 


O ="Y, 


STOP WHAT E MY 
JOKES OR THE 
FIGHTING £ 


GUESS IT WAS 
/ NOW AIN'T THAT 
KICK IN THE HEAD! 


HI THERE, OLD BUDDY! REMEMBER | 


Y 
e 


ie 


4, 
AX) 
2d 


ICAUSE T 


WAS GONNA 


INVITE YOU 
FOR 


NE 


es 
E eeEai 


BUT WHAT OF THE REMAININE MEM- I MAY NOT BE NO GREAT BRAIN SWELL! NOBODY'S 

BER OF THE FRIGHTFLL FOUR ? LIKE THE WIZARD, BUT SEEING EVEN NOTICED T'M 
W NIUS GOT HIM-- GONE! By THE 

RICHARDS AND SPIDER-MAN HAVE 4 

MOPPED UP THE FLOOR WITH À 

THE OTHERS“ THAT LEAVES ME! 


Ga 
--I THINK q 
É I'D RATHER JB 
BE A DOPE, 
EP AND Rec 


THAT [5 WHAT You EE H='S GOTTEN UPEITY SINCE THE OLD DAYS, Y 
CALLED YOURSELF, ISN'T CALLIN' HIMSELF By A FANCY SUPER-VILLAÍN 4 
ITZ PASTE-POT PETE? 


HANDLE LIKE THE TRAPSTER / 


SOME GET BAD HOW 'BOUT YOU, 
CASES OF COSMIC PASTE-POT? vou 
INDIGSESTION, 
OTHERS GET 
SWALLOWED UP 
By THE NEGATIVE 

ZONE-- 


AM gusTEO UP, 
242 840 | AR 


LS 


W 


YOU SEEM TO YAW,IT TAKES MORE THAN A FEW Yyou wonT cer WeZ 
ZILLION VOLTS TO PUT VERS TRULY AWAY WITH THIS! 


HAVE 
RECOVERED, OUTTA THE PICTURE, SLUZY! OOH, /yOU CAN'T HOLD 
NICELY, BEN. LOOKEE HERE! A FLOATIN' FAT- ME WITH This 


THIS... HOSE / 
e nene É É, 


TOO BAD REED DIDN'T 
HAVE A VACUUM CLEANER 
BIG ENOUGH FOR ELECTRO! 
AT LEAST WE CAN'T HEAR 
THE SANDMAN “ 


Im 
q 


q 


) 


+ 


ANO 


WELL, 
EVERYONE'S 
ALL RIGHT, 

I SEE/ 


AND WITHOUT YOUR HELP, 
MR. RICHARDS, YELLOW- 
TACKET AND THE WASP 
MIGHTIVE BECOME THE ONLY 
SUPER-POWERED INSECT HEROES [IN NEW YORK. 


QUARTET IN TOWN! 
AWRIGHT, AWREADY ! 
ENOUGH WITH THE 
MUTUAL ADMIRATION! IT'S 
ALMOST DAWN, Y'KNOW/ 


OUR THANKS, SPIDER-MAN! 
WITHOUT YOUR HELP, THE 
FRIGHTEUL FOUR MIGHT 

HAVE BECOME THE ONLY 


DAWN! ANP T 
LEFT ALL MY STREET 
CLOTHES ON THAT 
PA CIRCLE LINE FERRY! 


STILL RAINING : 

FIGURES! YOU SPEND 

ALL NIGHT FIGHTING 
FOR YOUR LIFE-- 


y 
) 


Na JUST WAIT “TIL THE 
P/ PRISON OFFICIALS 
N N GO TO CHANGE THE 


À FILTER-BA6, WEB-HEAD! 


SOMEBODY WHO'S 

PROBABLY NOT 

SPEAKING TO ME 

ANYMORE , MRS, 

RPA I GOTTA 
O, 


-- AND WHAT DOES IT 

GET YOU? WET SockS, 

AND A HUMDINGER OF 
A HEAD COLD! 


As John Byrne moved on to pencil Captain America, the new writing/penciling team of Doug Moench and Bill 
Sienkiewicz led off FF &219 with a tale wherein the Sub-Mariner's old foe Captain Barracuda found the Proteus 
Horn (from Subby's first modern-era appearance way back in FF 4) and spearheaded a monstrous invasion of 
New York before our heroes and Namor finally captured him and ended his threat. John briefly interrupted the 
new creative team with Fantastic Four &220-221, where he handled both the script and art — his first published 
writing in the FF series — in a story originally intended as a promotional comic. 


SE 


dNOHO SIIWOD TIAHVW OB6LO) 


THE WORLO S 
GREATEST COMIC 
MAGAZINE! 


067224 MARVEL COMICS GROUP: | 


Al | THE WORLOS GREATEST COMIC MAGAZINE! 


Fantaslic 
Four 


REACH FOR 
THESTARS: 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 


STga Les. THE FEZ DS VU SEUDUDRS, 


THOUEHTS OF SOME TURN TO 
SUNNIER CLMES, 
CASE IN POINT... ONE 

SENTAMIN T. GRIMM, BETTER ANOWN AS 
THE THINE ee AND THE LOVE OF HIS 
Polido Aco, BLIND SCULPTRESS, 
ALICIA MASTERS 

THIS IS IT, BABE-- 


WE'RE ON OUR WAY/ JUST 
ANOTHER THREE HOU 


JOHN EYRNE + 
WORDS & PICTURES 
JOE SINNOTT 

RENDERING € 

EMBELLISHMENT 


JM SALICRUR 
EDITOR 
SIM, SHOOTER 
HIGH -POCKETS 


T GOTTA LOOK MORE 
CLOSELY BEFORE I 
PICK UP FARES ! 


I MEAN, [TIS A THRILL 
TO GIVE THE THING AN! 
HIS e EN A 


+. BUT THE FANTASTIC FOUR 
GOT THEMSELVES A LOTTA 
ENEMIES ! WHAT IF ONE 
ATTACKED RIGHT Now 2 


T JUST KNOW Z AIN'T 
COVERED FOR aa 
— KINDA DAMAGE / 


EUT WHILE THE CABBIE BROOOS , M/S PAS- 
SENGERS' THOUGHTS ARE ON A MUCH 
LIGHTER FARE... 

THIS |5 GONNA 


BE THE BEST VACATION 
EVER! NO FANTASTIC 

FOUR... AN' NO HASSLES / 
JUST YOU AN ME, 
AN' THE SUN/ 


HEY! WHATCHA SLOWIN' | 5-SoRRy MR. Q 

DOWN FOR? WE AIN'T | GRIMM. ITAIN'TE 

NOWHERE NEAR THE 4 MY DOIN'! l 
AIRPORT/ HONEST! 


“ay 


| 
*/ 
N 
OH, BEN, IT'S 
GOING TO SE gl mca NT 
WONDERFUL. À va 


EVERYTHING'S 
STOPPED! ALL 
THE TRAFFIC 
HEY! 


THE LIGHTS 
ARE ALL GOING 


OUT, TOO ! 
CDA 
g ZEN 


WHAT'S GOIN' ON? IT CAN'T a NY THEY MUSTA N 

BE A BLACK-OUT. THAT : N BEEN WINCHING IT 
WOULDN'T AFFECT : : UP WHEN THE 
THE CARS... POWER CUT. 


WHAT IN 
SAM HILL?! THE 
CRANE ON THAT CON- 
STRUCTION SITE ON IE IT HITS 
THE NEXT BLOCK... THE STREET, IT 
mm) COULD KILL ALL 
E KINDS OF PEOPLE! 


GOTTA TIME THIS 
JUST RIGHT-- 1 AIN'T 
IN THE HULK'S CLASS 
WHEN IT COMES TO 
INVULNERABILITY 

O 


IF I GRAB 
IT WRONG, IT 
COULD GO RIGHT 
THROUGH ME. 


[THEN ME AN” 
ALICIA BETTER 


ND HER SON, FRANKLIN, .. 


AIN'T NO EIT- 

TING END FOR 

A BLUE-EYED 
IDOL OF 
MILLIONS... 


o e 
E” Mim 


A 
N 


SES 


AND AS THE THING 

BEGINS TO SLOWLY 

LOWER MS WVEIEHTY 
SGUIRDEN... 


a N 


vWE LOOK SLIGHTLY BACK IN TIME ANO A FEW 
sn AWiay TO FIND SUSAN STORM RICHARDS 


WELL, 1 DON'T KNOW = 
ABOUT YOU, YOUNG MAN, VEEE 


BUT LOTSA FUN, 
HUH, MOMMA 2 
LET'S GO SHOPPING 
AGAIN REAL S00N! 


a a ; 
Sa 


MOMMA! VR 
WHAT'S 

HAPPEN- YOU STAY 
ING? 


FRANKLIN. 


MS 


0: 4 
” 


AD 


AND WATCH 
THOSE PACKAGES, 1] 


RB! RA 
a e be 


B: THERE, À NICE,” O 
SOFT, INVISIBLE FORCE- 

; FIELD CUSHION, COURTESY 

Por THE InvisiBLE GIRL! 


5H ON'T 
BE NEEDED HERE. 


AND AS SUSAN RICHARDS HEADS FOR HOME, WE JUST LIKE RIPING 
TURN BACK THE CLOCK ONCE AGAIN, AND LOOK A BIKE, PAL.SOME 
THINGS YOU NEVER / AND YOU KNOW ME. 
FORGET. 1 DON'T TINKER WITH 
HOT-RODS AS MUCH AS 1 


EASTWVARD. » 
«JO A GARAGE ON E 
LONG (StANO. LISED TO, BUT THERE'S 
; STILL ONLY ONE THING 
o ” I LOVE MORE... 


ef 
Sa na = E OH, YEAH? 
E? AN wHaTs HER 
quest, NAME? 


LOST YOUR 
TOUCH, 
JOHNNY. 
BUT BEFORE JOHNNY WHO TURNED 
OUT THE 
LIGHTS? 


STORM CAN MANAGE 
A SNAPPY COMEBACK, 


IT'S RIGHT OVER- 


AT THAT MOMENT, Es 
FROM HIGH ABOVE... Ls HEAD! IF IT CRASHES 

o E NEARBY IT COULD 

e AA KILL DOZENS OF 45 


SOUNDS LIKE 
À SMALL AIR- 
CRAFT ENGINE 


CUTTIN' OUT. Í 


HATE TO BLOW A HOLE IN 
HARRY'S ROOF, BUT... MEX! 


THE POWER!S OUT 

ALL OVER THE 

NEIGHBORHOOP ! 

EVERYTHING 'S 
DARK / 


BUT IIM NOT 
THAT STRONG! 80 
I'LL JUST HAVE 
TO USE MY HEAD... 
ANP MY FLAME ,.. 


FASTER AND EASTER , THEN 
BLAZING YouTH seins RW 
BENEATH THE STRICKEN O 
CRAFT, GENERATING À 
TREMENDO!S LIPORAFT 
70 KEEP IT ALOFT -- 


THE POWERIS COME +... AND THE LIGHTS 
BACK ON. THE TORCH ARE COMING BACK 
SURE SAVED MY SKIN. ON, 


I DON'T KNow 

WHAT CAUSED 

ALL THIS, BUT T 

THINK T KNOW 

WHO CAN TELL 
MÊ / 


SO THINKING , THE 

HUMAN TORCH 
ROCKETS TOWARDS 
MANHATTAN AND... 


«THE BAXTER BUILOING, SPECIFICALLY 
THE LIPPER FIVE FLOORS -- HEADQUARTERS 
OF THE WORLD'S MOST FABULOUS FOUR- 


-- WHAT COULD HAVE CAUSED THAT SUDDEN 
POWER LOSS ? COULD WE BE UNDER SOME 
KIND OF ATTACK ? BY WHom ? 


WAIT-- THAT'S OUR 
PRIORITY CoMM- 
LINK WITH 
AVENGERS 
MANSION ! 


SPECIAL GENERATORS, REED RICHARDS 
FANTASTIC-- 15 À FRUTLESS SEARCA, ,. 


NOTHING / T CAN'T FIND A SINGLE 4M7/8 
FAULT WITH THE GENERATOR OR SA 
THE EMERGENCY, BACK-UP 

SYSTEMS ! ” 


a SS 
BUT IF THE ó, 


MACHINERY ISN'T 
LS: AT FAULT-- 


BUT BEFORE THE 
THOUEHT = pm 


AWRIGHT, 
BIG BRAIN / 
LET'S HEAR YOU 
EXPLAIN WHY 

THE WHOLE 
BLAMED CITY 


MINUTES. 


ciTy ? ARE You 
CERTAIN, BEN 2 
I'D ASSUMED 
IT WAS A 
LOCALIZED 
EFFECT ! 


7 
25 E 


o 


RICHARDS 


HERE! IRON | DR, RICHARDS, YOU'RE AWARE 
OF THE POWER-OUTAGE THE 
CiTY JUST EXPERIENCED? 


NO TIME FOR PLEASANTRIES , 


IT'S JUST A 
MIRACLE NO ONE 
WAS KILLED / 


, WE JUST RECEIVED AN 

EMERGENCY CALL FROM 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

ACCORDING TO THE 

PRESIDENT, THE LOSS 
ER WAS 


CAP HERE HAS BEEN 
IN TOUCH WITH SH.LE.L.D.H) 
AND... WELL, THE CONSENSUS 
IS THAT YOU'RE THE ONLY 
MAN ON EARTH WHO MAY 
I'VE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH TONY BE ABLE TO FIGURE ouUT 
STARK* --BUT FRANKLY, HE!S STUMPED/ WHAT'S GOING ON/ 


XNOT DIFFICULT, SINCE TECHNOCRAT TONY STARK 4S SECRETLY IRON 
MAN! ARKGUPREME MERDQUARTERS INTERNATIONAL ESPIONAGE LAW. 
ENFORCEMENT PiviSION -- TIM. 


I SEE. WELL,T HOPE I CAN LIVE UP 
TO YOUR FAITH IN ME, TRON MAN, I 
PRESUME THAT THE FULL RESOURCES 
OF THE AVENGERS WILL BE y 
DISPOSAL, SHOULD THEY BE 
REQUIRED, 


OF COURSE. 
IRON MAN OUT! 


| SOUNDS LIKE WE 
JUST PULLED ONE 
TALL ORDER, 
STRETCHO. YOU 
THINK WEIRE UP 
To [T 2 


I SHALL, GOOp 
LUCK TO YOU ALL... 
AND GODSPEED 


HMMM... TOTAL ELECTROMAGNETIC 

PYSFUNCTION ON A WORLD SCALE 

WOULD INDICATE SOME SORT OF 
POLAR DISRUPTION ! 


I'M NOT CERTAIN, JOHNNY-- BUT 


WHATEVER IT |$, IT REQUIRES 
IMMEDIATE ACTION! 


E 


o 


REED, DID I HEAR 
THAT RIGHT ? THE 
POWER FAILURE 
WAS ALL OVER 
THE WORLD 2! WHAT 
COULD CAUSE 
SUCH A THING? 


RECONNAISANCE, 
FOR ONE THING ! 
AFTER THAT... 
I'M NOT SURE! À| 


I PRAY WE ARE, 


ALICIA, WILL YOU LOOK 
OLD FRIEND. 


AFTER FRANKLIN FOR LIS 2 


OKAY, REED... ALICIA!S OUT OF EARSHOT, ) 
WHAT WERE YOU HOLDIN'! BACK Z Aa 


MY GRAVEST FEARS, BEN. 
IF I'M RIGHT ABOUT THE 
CAUSE OF THESE POWER 

FAILURES, IT COULD MEAN 
THE END OF CNILIZATION AS 
WE KNOW IT! 


WITHIN MINUTES, PEDESTRIANS ON THE STREET 
FAR BELOW ARE STARTLED BY THE MUTED 
ROAR OF À MIGHTY ROCKET ENGINE, ECHOING 


LIKE SUMMER THUNDER IN PISTANT HILLS, 
OOTS SKYWARD FROM MIDTOWN 


MANHATTAN +++ 


e lTS SPECIALLY- CRAFTED VIBRANHUN 
BAFELES PAMPING THE ROCKET'S. 
NOISE, SO THAT, EVEN THE CLOSEST 
OF WINDOWS (5 BARELY RATTLED ! 


ERON VILA 
Wo s 1 
NAN 

q Va 


ND ON ME LC BM uso A “.-THAT FIRST FLIGHT THE FOUR OF LIS TOOK YEARS AGO 
erp [ef j/ AA WE RODE IN A DIFFERENT ROCKET THEN... A ROCKET 
SA (MN |isPECIALLY DESIGNED BY REED TO TEST HIS NEW STAR- 
=” E. > à DRIVE 7 


POLAR ORBIT AT E] , Tr 
OGEE / Ta k 
! , + À ROCKET THAT 
3 > ) ; ] WASNIT READY FOR 
E ITS MAIDEN FLIGHT, 


(> 
ll 
Za 


BIRD, 1 CAN'T HELP 
REMEMBERING -- 


“REED WAS CONVINCED THAT WE HAD To $NEAK “WE ALL KNEW THE SHIP WASN'T SHIELDED WELL ENOUGH... WE 
A FLIGHT BEFORE AN APPROPRIATIONS cuT- THOUGHT WE KNEW THE RISKS. BUT WE COULD NEVER HAVE 

BACK KILLED HIS FUNDING. AND SUE AND JOHNNY GUESSED WHAT THOSE RAYS WOULD DO TO US, OUT THERE ON 
CAME ALONG TO PROVE HOW SAFE THE DRIVE WAS. 


NES 


THE EDGE OF SPACE, “ 


My HEAD /! IT-- 
(TIS POUNDING 
AS THOUGH IT'S 


De) 


“BUT THE DANGERS OF AN EXPERIMENTAL STAR- 
DRIVE WERE NOTHING COMPARED TO THE Cosmic 
RAY STORM WE RAN INTO? 


vWE NEVER MADE IT TO THE 
STARS... WE JUST BARELY MADE 
IT BACK TO EARTH / SOMEHOW, Z--I!M GRATEFUL | BUT, REED... I FEEL 
THE AUTOPILOT BROUGHT US WE'RE ALL SO STRANGE / THE 
BACK IN ONE PIECE, ALINE! IT WAS COSMIC RAYS «11 
MIGHTY CLOSE! À WHAT DID THEY Do 
To US: 


“THOSE RAYS DID PLENTY! THEY MADE A HUMAN ' ) “AND ME... THEY MADE 
“RUBBER BAND OUTTA REED,.. AN' TURNED SUZIE /) ME A LUMPY ORANGE 
INTO AN INVISIBLE GIRL AND HER BROTHER À) o, ” MONSTER. A THING! 
JOHNNY INTO À HUMAN TORCH / r) Ly LE 


(Cor COURSE, WEIVE CHANGED A LITTLE SINCE THEN. / WE ALL CHANGED, ANº SOMETIMES T 
“YEAH, AN! T KEPT THINK T WOULDIVE GONE MAO, IF NOT 


“SUE LEARNED TO “JOHNNY LEARNED TO CHANGING, Too-- FOR THE LOVE OF A BLIND GIRL... IF 
PROJECT A 277>=s CONTROL HIS FLAME, 50 UNTIL I NOT FOR ALICIA. 
POWERFUL H 1 HE LOOKS LESS LIKE À STARTED To 
INVISIBLE No HUMAN MATCHSTICK, LOOK MORE BEN, WHAT'S 
FORCE-FIELD, ,-+. LIKE A PILE OF WRONG 2 YOU'RE 

e a ORANGE DRIPTING OFF 


ça! VA” ROCKS! 


COURSE. 


SORRY, REED, 
WAS JUST... 
THINKIN!, 


THAT “NORTHERN LIGHTS" EFFECT IS | REED! LOOK AT 

A DIRECT RESULT OF SOME FORCE THE SCANNER / 

TAMPERING WITH THE FIELD FLOW OF / SOMETHING [$ 

THE POLES. THE POWER-OUTS WERE clone WITH us-- 
FAST. 


HOLY cow/ 
WHAT THE 


ANOTHER MANIFESTATION, 


THAT'S WHAT WEIRE 
LOOKING FOR, BEN. 
SOME FORCE IS 
ALTERING THE MAG- 
NETIC FIELDS OF 
THE EARTH, EVEN 
CAUSING THEM TO 
GROW VISIBLE. 


E UNIDENTIFIED craFT! THIS IS THIS IS ! 
VAR CREREINE o RICHARDS Ee THE 
OVERNMENT : ! 
IPENTIPY YOURSELF! CR 


THE FANTASTIC FOUR2 WOW! |WE ARE. SORRY WE 
AM T GLAD TO SEE YOU ON /ENTERED CANADIAN 
THE JOB! I TAKE IT YOU'RE / AIRSPACE WITHOUT 
INVESTIGATING THE CLEARANCE, BUT... 
MAGNETIC PERTERBA- 


a ara 


NO APOLOGIES NECESSARY, 

à ao var estes E 

MY GOVE T = tgê : 
YOUR ASSISTANCE. Ty 


THANKS, WEILL 
7 CONTACT YOUR 
PEOPLE THE 
MOMENT WE 
HAVE ANY 
PERTINENT DATA. 


INTERESTING, MY SENSORS INDICATE THAT 
VINDICATOR'S UNIFORM IS POWERED BY 
ELECTROMAGNETIC RADIATION. IF THERE'D 
aus, BEEN ANOTHER POWER 
Dz. OUTAGE WHILE HE WAS 
PURSUING US, HE COULP 
HAVE FALLEN TO HIS 
DEATH ! HE'S A BRAVE 
MAN 


YEAH, WELL... 
HE!'S SUPPOSED To 
BE A HERO, AIN'T 

HE Z 


AND, IN AN INSTANT, THE 

ERIGHTLY CLAD MAN SHOOTS 

OVER THE HORIZON... BACK 
TOWARPS OTTAWA. 


MER MIGHTY ENGINES 
SUCDENLY STILLED, THE 
| MISSNE YAWS 


SECONOS WHIZ BY, TURNING INTO 
MINUTES, ANO THEN... 
[ 
AY 
| dio 


REED) THE 
CONTROLS AREN'T À] 
RESPONDING |! 


THE POWER'S 
CUT AGAIN ! 


--ANP PLUNGES TOWARDS THE 
FROZEN WASTES BELOW 


| BEN! DO SOMETHING: SUDDENEY, AS IF ON Commy 
YOU'RE A PILOT... ; e N : safa 


THE INERTIA - POWERED E 


YOU T RECENTLY 
INSTALLED THEM! 


GET READY 
NY TO FLY SUE AN! 
REED TO SAFETY, 
KID, THERE'S - 
NOTHING T CAN 
Do, UNLESS 
THIS BIRO 
à GROWS WINGS. à 


Z 7 x ma E 
2 
ANE 


--YOU CAN PAY FOR THE EVEN MITH. Ei HIS GREAT ORANGE PAWS 
TREATMENT OF THE CARDIAC WINGS , THIS nd STRAINING AT THE CONTROLS , 
ARREST I JUST HAD! BABY FLIES | BEN GRIMM FIGHTS TO KEEP 


) IME MISSILÉIS NOSE UPS 
AZ ; «s B P : 


E 


MEANWHILE, 


; HANG ah ; 
AR TIGHT, FOLKS: 


HOWEVER...» 


PEA 


À GEN/ HITTING THAT UR 
OUTCROPPING SLOWED 
US DOWN! : 


SUCCESSFUL | 


| 
ME IS ONLY ||] 
PARTIALLY 
/ 


YEAH, KID, LOOKS LIKE OUR 

LUCK IS STILL GOOD... WE!RE 

GONNA WALK AWAY FROM 
ANOTHER CRASH / 


WITHIN MINUTES... | WE'RE LESS 
THAN A MILE 
FROM THE MAGNETIC NORTH 


COSTUMES WON'T É á 


PROTECTION IN THIS 
COLD, 80... 


BE CAREFUL NOW, 
ALL OF YOU! WE'RE 
EVIDENTLY WITHIN 4 
A FIELD OF MAG- ; 
NETIC POLARITY 
REVERSAL ! . 
THAT MUST 
BE WHAT'S 
CAUSING MY 
SKIN TO 
E NNGLE/ 
Bo e 


T'LL FLAME 

ON AND HAVE 

A QUICK LOOK | 
AROUND, REED! 


SCOWLY, THEY INCH THEIR WAY ACROSS THE TREACHEROUS [CE-FACE, UNTIL... 


RN REED! WHAT IS 
À ALL THAT É fai, 
“a y a 


LL-WEATHER GEAR: WELL, WITH 
My THICK HIDE, I DON'T REALLY 
+ NEED A LI'L SNOWSUIT. 


IT'D JUST 


JOHNNY, MO, UNTIL WE 

DISCOVER WHAT WE!RE 

UP AGAINST, WE MUST 
BE DISCRETE 


AW, NUTS ! THE ESCAPE 
HATCH IS ALL ICED OVER! 


THUS, ÀS THE FOUR MAKE THEIR 
WAY ACROSS THE [CE ON FOOT... 


THE LAST 
READINGS T 


INDICATED A 
CENTER OF 
DISRUPTION 
JUST ovER 
THIS RISE! 


7 LOOKS LIKE LEFT- 
OVERS FROM Za 
EMPIRE STRIKES 

EACKk 


A AHOLE NEARLY HALE À MILE WIDE 

| YAWNS IN THE ICE-CAP-- AND, ALL 

— | ABOUT IT, ARCANE MACHINERY 
PULSES WITH UNGUESSED ENERGIES. 


BUT BEN GRNM'S HEMOR 
FALLS ON DEAF EARS, 
MS THREE PARTNERS 
ARE TOO ENCROSSED 


HEY, WHAT'S 
CRAWLIN! 

OVER THOSE 
MACHINES 2 


--THEY'RE SOME KIND OF LIFE-FORM! AND FROM THE 
LOOK OF THEM, L'D SAY THEY'RE ALIEN TO-THIS PLANET, 


E yeaHZ was THAT your NRRR 
a FIRST CLUE ? y 


THE ICE... IT'S 
TREMBLING! 4 


Pe 


| AS THE EF WATCH, THE 1 
TINY CREATURES CWARM ' 
ACROSS THE STRANGE 
LO MACHINES LIKE OVER- 
E e SIZED ANTE. 


q LOOK! THE ALIENS 
ã a ARE MOVING BACK 
SUA FROM THE macHINES! 


É 7 AM: 
EERIE RADIATION 
BEGINS TO CRACKIL 
ABOLT ITS PEAI-- 


THE TOMIBSTONE OR 
ALL MINKINDS 


EA te 


ja ng Vetadad 


S Bá a 
5 


mn 


Ni mk 
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à SHALLEARTH | 
SURVIVE? 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 


GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 
Sign Les. THE GAZA SG JUL SEUDUUTARA, 


PRESENTS: 


TOWER DF CRISTAL. 
DREAMS DE GLHSS: SE 


“ANO HERE TRES FOUND AN 
ALIEN CREATION Widichd 
THREMTENS TO REVERSE THE 


1T BEGAN WiTh À 

WORLD - WIDE POMER 

EMMEURE UVEIICH INVESTIGATING THE MYSTERIOUS 

AFFECTED Atl ENERGY BLACKOUT, The POLAR TX OR THE (UANETS 
ELECTRICAL DEVICES... FANTASTIC FOUR CAME HERE, TO ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELD 
CARS, PLANES, EVER Y- The ARCTIC NOT FAR FROM 

THING! EARTH S MAGNETIC NORTH POLE-- 


f REED, You 
CAN'T BE 
SERIOUS? 


aa 
q 
Es 


a 


1 WOULÔN'T 

JOKE ABOUT A E 
PE Ear ne 
ON id CA É E /S WHERE 17 
STOP THE PROCESS, dy Abi ENO” [Y 
THAT TOWER COULD 
CONCEIVABLY DESTROY| 

si 


ALL LIFE ON EARTH/” l 
JOHN BXENE, TOE SINHOTT TIM NOVAK , 7 : 
EMBELL SEMENTE EREC] LETTERSETITNLES COLOREMUE GUIDANCEECOUNSEL ADVICE E CONSENT 


WORDS & FORM 


«IN THE SHAVOW 
OF A MILE-HIGH NEN 
TOWER OF ALIEN À 
CRYSTAL ! F 


REAR ow Do we cisur 
BM 4 THING LIKE THAT, 
REED Z 


ps 


CS 
5 =—- 


Esse 
AR 
mu = “ua E 


WEIVE FACED THE LINKNOWN 
e REED! YOU KNOW TIM 
ia E ONLY ONE OF LIS WHo 
SUE,I CAN'T LET YOU 
E na NoccERver PE 
LION'S DEN LIKE THAT! a s 
à WE HAVE No IDEA 
WHAT WEIRE FACING ! 


AAA 
Pd aa 
Le 


VERY WELL. BUT STAY INYISIBLE )oH, DON'T FUSS So, 
AND DONIT PROP YOUR GUARD |REED! TIM PERFECTLY 
FOR AN INSTANT, SUE! AND CAPABLE OF PROTECTING 
IF ANYTHING GOES WRONG--/ MYSELF / 


AND, AS THE INVISIBLE GIRL a THE 5 HAVE 
APPROACHES THE CRYSTAL pre ANE "aro 


ARE FORMINE A 
PROTECTIVE 
CIRCLE AROUND 
THE TOWER'$ 

PERIMETER / 


a 


I JUST WISH 
WAS AS CONFIPENT 
AS I SOUND/ Ê 


THEY'RE S0 SMALL -- ALMOST CUTE 
LOOKING ! IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE 
THAT THEY COULD BE A THREAT/ 


o ) WELL , ANYWAY, * i 
VEM THEY CAN'T í AN ALARM! 
POSSIBLY y SOMEHOW, THEY!VE 
HURT WHAT a A DETECTED SUE/ 
THEY CAN'T : 
SEE / ; 


LET'S Go! 
WE HAVE 


TO DISTRACT 
THEM / 


BUT TRY NOT TO HARM THEM... 

OR THE TOWER, UNTIL WE FIND 

OUT MORE ABOUT How IT 
WORKS / 


N I'LL DO My BEST, STRETCHO -- BUT 

IF THEY GET ROUGH WITH SUZIE, 
THERE'S GONNA BE LITTLE ALIEN 
PANCAKES ALL OVER THE NORTH POLE! 


SUE! WHEREVER YOU ARE--GO 
ON! WEILL TRY TO HOLD THEM! 


I DONIT LIKE THE SOUND OF REED'S 1 HADN'T 

VOICE... THEREIS A TONE OF DREAD IN 2 REALIZED UNTIL NOW 

T THAT I'VE NEVER HEARD BEFORE! + JUST HOW MUCH HE'S 
dead ed THESE 


&! 


BUT T MUSTNIT 
THINK ABOUT IT, I 
HAVE À TASK SET 
OUT FOR ME! 


IF WE'RE EVER 
TO DISCOVER 
WHY THE ALIENS 
BUILT THIS 
TOWER--AND How 


BUT THE WATER 
COULDN'T PosSIBLY 
BE THAT MUCH 
WARMER THAN THE 
AIR AROUND IT, 
LINLESS ... 


BUT...BUT IT'S NOTHING a A WAIT... THE 

MORE THAN IT APPEARS FISSURE IN 

To BE! (TIS JUST A | THE ICE! 

GIANT NEEDLE OF e N o, 
CRYSTAL / * A 


THERE ARE NO VISIBLE 
MECHANISMS INSIDE 
IT... THERE'S JUST 
A STRANGE ENERGY 
TINGLE CRACKLING 
AROUND IT! 


O 
OH... THIS IS 
BEYOND ME! 


4, WISH REED COULD 
AC EXAMINE THIS 


YES! THERE ARE STRANGE 
COLORED LIGHTS, DEEP 
BELOW THE SURFACE / 


as 


AND, ÀS SUSAN RICHARDS MAKES ONE DISCOVERY, THE 
REST OF THE FANTASTIC FOUR 1S ABOUT TO MAKE 
ANOTHER... OF À VERY DIFFERENT SORT! 


BEN, BE CAREFUL! WE HUH? HEY, YOU 

DON'T KNOW WHAT 

THESE CREATURES ARE 
CAPABLE OF DOING4 


Su 
) 


tm 


HOLY COW/ À 
BUNCH OF 'EM 
FUSED TOGETHER D 


GOTTA BE KIDDIN' 
ME, REED / 


BEIN' CAREFUL IS ONE THING, BUT THIS [S 

RIDICULOUS ? YOU DON'T REALLY THINK 

THESE UNDERNOURISHED LI'L MUNCHKINS 
CAN HURT US, Do you Z 


(ese 


ET THIS 
GALOOT / IF SOMEONE 


NTo one Bo APP”  lge 
ONE | po . À SEZ “KLAMTU BARADA 
p = - NICTO,” I'M LEAVIN'Z 


e. 
ABS 
SPAS 
CC SANRAÇA 


= 


feita THE MAMMOTH CREATURE APVANCES ON THE 
DJ 1 WAS AFRAID OF | ROBOTS 2 IN THAT 

THIS... THEY'RE NOT TRUE | CASE, 1 DON'T HAVE 

LIFE FORMS / THEY'RE TO WORRY ABOUT 


SOME KIND OF PLASTOID HURTING THEM! 
ROBOTS ! 


AN 


N 


ALMOST INSTANTLY, AS JF IN RESPONSE 
7O THE TORCH'S CHALLENGE... 


AND, TO JOHNNY STORM'E SURPRISE, À GREAT MANTA -LIKE 
SHAPE, TAKES FORM... LAUNCHING ITSELF OVER HIS FLAME- 
male. 


LET'S SEE How THEY OKAY, GUYS -- TRY FUSING INTO A 
REACT WHEN I ROUND - THIRD-RATE HULK NOW... ANP SEE 
UP A BUNCH OF THEM/ WHERE IT GETS You! 


HERE THEY COME -- JUST | NO, WAIT! THEY'RE TAKING 
LIKE THE ONES THAT ON A DIFFERENT FORM 
ATTACKED THE THING / THAN THE OTHERS / 


REED! THEYI'RE ADAPTING To 
MATCH OUR POWERS! HOW 
CAN WE DEFEAT THEM Z 


NOT FAR AWAY, THE TORCH'S 
SISTER ECHÕES HIS FEARS... 


TH 
AGAINST 


+. AND THAT MEANS DISCOVERING 

JUST WHAT |$ BEHIND THIS TOWER! 

IF I CAN HALT ITS PROCESSES, IT 

BET I'LL FIND A WAy TO STOP THE 
ROBOTS, TOO! 


Hi 
LIGHTS BELOW 
THE WATER ARE 
MY ONLY CLUE,.. 


DON'T HAVE TOO MUCH AIR 
LEFT, IF I CAN JUST FIND 
AN AIR-LOCK OR,,, WAIT! 


THAT STREAM OF 
BUBBLES RISING FROM THAT 


SECTION OF THE SHIP couLD 
BE WHAT TIM LOOKING FOR/ 


rue povs are RR Y ms veto me 

BARELY HOLDING o , 

EIR OWN ; EEE |O CAN TO HELP... 
a RoBoT º 


TO DO WHAT T 


FORMING AN INVISIBLE FORCE-FIELO AROUND HER, 
LIKE A MAKESHIET DIVING BELL, SUE DESCENDS 


THE LIGHTS ARE 
COMING FROM SOME 2 
KIND OF SPACE-SHIP, BUT 
IT'S NOT LIKE ANY, I'VE 

EVER SEEN! 


INCREDIBLE --A FORCE- 
SCREEN AIRLOCK 
THANK GOODNESS, T 
DIDN'T HAVE TO 
FIGURE OUT ANY ALIEN 
CONTROL SYSTEMS... 
AND THERE!S AN 
OXYGEN 
ATMOSPHERE IN 
HERE; 


E E ESA 


BUT WHAT DO T DP 

NOW? THE SHIP SEEMS 
QUIET-— BUT EVERY- 

THING LOOKS SHUT POWN... AS IF 
IT'S WAITING FOR SOMETHING! 


BUT WHAT?! WHAT PURPOSE COULD IT HAVE 

HERE Z? WHY ARE THOSE LITTLE ROBOTS 

DELIBERATELY REVERSING THE EARTH'S 
MAGNETIC POLARITY 2 


HMMM, THIS IS THE AR 
ONLY FULLY ACTIVE AR 
CHAMBER TIVE j: 
SEEN SO FAR. 


THOSE OPEN CASES LOOK LIKE SOME 

KIND OF HIBERNATION TANKS,.. BUT 

NOTHING EVEN REMOTELY HUMAN EVER 
USED THEM / 


PRELUDE To 
SOME KIND OF 
INVASION 2 


EXCELLENT, HUMAN! BUT 
I AM SURPRISED... WE DID 
NOT THINK YOUR RACE HAD 
EVOLVED ENOUGH TO RECOG- 
NIZE À TECHNOLOGICAL 
ARTIFACT ! 


AND AS THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL WHIKLS ABOUT 
IN HORROR - — 


G00D LORD/MORE OF THE 
edi du 

INTO 
IT'S NO GOOD! THIS | 
CREATURE [5 PUMMÉLLING ERAGNIO TENIADEE 
BEN RELENTLESSLY, AND 


JOHNNY WAS RIGHT! THEY'RE 

COUNTERING OUR POWERS WITH 

THE BEST EQUIVALENTS THEY 
CAN FORM! 


tT'S SNARED REED,,, AND 

THIS FLYING FREAK IS 

GOING TO GET ME ANY 
SECOND / 


I HAVE SPEED 
ON My SIDE, BUT 
IT CAN CHANGE 
Eai ini JUST 


SUMMONINE EVERY (OTA OF 
OF AN EXPLODINE SUN! 


V 


, 


OH. NO) THE INDIVIDUAL PIECES ARE 


AM, BUT FO. 
STILL ACTIVE! EVEN BLASTED TO 


HOW LONG * 


EG 


HIS AWESOME FLAME POWER, THE HUMAN TORCH LASHES OUT WITH 


se 


N 
al! 
4. 


SMITHEREENS, IT'IS ATTACKING ME! 4 


--MUMBS... BY CHANGING SHAPE/ IT'S 

ENGULFED ME IN ITE OWN BODY... AND IT'S 

FIREPROOF ! T'LL FLAME-OUT FROM LACK OF 

AIR AND SUFFOCATE IN SECONDS, UNLESS --,! 
O) 


THE FULL FURY 


Z DIDIT! My NOVA-BLAST 
BLEW THE THING TO, 
PIECES -- TIM FREE / 


A 


o 


k 


IM TOO WEAK FOR ANOTHER NOVA-BLAST... AND 
THESE THINGS ARE TIGHTENING ON ME LIKE À VISE: 
4 I CAN'T..BREATHE / 


AND, AS À DARK 
SHROUD OF UN- 
CONSCIOUSNESS 
THREATENS TO 
OVERWHELM 
THE TORCH. +. 


mel THE ALIEN CRAFT BELOW, SUE RICHARDS 
/S MAVING A CLOSE ENCOUNTER OF À DIFRERENT 


KIND. 

WE ARE AWARE 
OF. YOUR 
PRESENCE, 


OUR VISUA 


q 


4 

WHAT IN THE WORLD EO Ca 
ARE THESE THINGS ? D 4 van 
THEY'RE LIKE NO E 
ALIEN RACE TIVE ae 

EVER SEEN ! oa É 

X ' ' 
à toe 
” EN N Ss 
Fonda a 


BUT YOU SEEM 
ABLE TO BLOCK 


L 


PERCEPTION OF 


WE ARE NATIVES OF 
THE FOURTH PLANET OF 
THE STAR YOU CALL 
BETA LYRAE, PLEASE DO 
NOT BE AFRAID, 


THIS MAY BE SOME DECEPTION 
MOUNTED BY ONE OF OUR 
ENEMIES. 


PRIMUS, T DETECT GREAT UNCER- 
TAINTY/ THE EARTHLING 
HAS REALIZED THAT 
WE CAN 
MONITOR ITS 
THOUGHTS, 


SURROUND THE 
CENTER OF 
THOUGHT / 


AT ONCE, PRIMUS. WE 
CANNOT PERCEIVE THE 
CREATURE DIRECTLY, BUT 
WE CAN TRIANGULATE 

ITS POSITION MENTALLY/ 


How CAN A BEING FROM 50 
PRIMITIVE A BIO-SPHERE BE 
AWARE OF ALIEN LIFE-FORMS? 


ALL RIGHT, I “HEARD” THAT / T'LL 
SHOW MYSELF... BUT DON'T TRY 


ANYTHING / ae 


5 
) O 1F you Do, 
ED TILL... T'LL 
PE FILL THIS 
ROOM WITH MY 


FORCEFIELD AND 
SQUASH You ALL! 


“A a, / 
REMARKABLE! 


AND, ONCE AGAIN, ON 
THE SURFACE... 


OKAY, YA TWO-BiT GuMBY JÁ HOLY Cow! T KNOCKED | 
--TIVE HAD ENOUGH! Ae THE CRITTER To 
= E PIECES / 


U 


N 
/ 2 


Léa VER 


Za 


! 
| 


I 


PON'T WORRY ABOUT ME, 
ORCHIE! SOON AS T 


MY GOSH! THE PIECES ALL 
FUSED INTO TINY LITTLE 
CANNONS |” 


I CAN HANDLE 
IMPACTS FROM 


Ses 
ago 7, 


A 16 ALL 
HEY! IT'S oveR VE... 

SOME KINDA ; AN! TIS, 

LIQUID GOOP! : HARDENING - 


BEN, BREAK 
FREE / YOU MUST | 
BREAK FREE / 


RE 


o A 


+ AR 


“. 
“ss 


Las 


HE CAN'T 
REED! THAT 
STUFF STRETCHES 
LIKE RUBBER/ 


ST7/LL, BEN STRUGGLES 
ON, UNTIL 0. 


AND, NOT FAR FROM THE STRICKEN THING... 


am 


OH, MY LORD! HE'S TOPPLING “-- FALL INTO THE WATER / n| 
OVER THE EDGE! HE'S GOING] = E 
To 


TESS, 


JUST LIKE À 

STONE, THE 

THING SINKS 
THE 


WHY ARE YOU SURPRISED By MY KNOW- 
LEDGE ? SURELY, YOU KNEW How 
ADVANCED EARTH WAS WHEN YOU 
LANDED HERE! 


INTERESTING! T AM 
PERCEIVING THOUGHT- 
PICTURES OF YOUR 
WORLD AS WE 
COMMUNICATE, 


GW, 


Ss ; 
G RE 
o 


Z FEAR OUR 
PLAN MAY 
HAVE GONE 
VERY MUCH 
AWRY, PERHAPS T 
SHOULD EXPLAIN,., 


ein ...T AM CALLED PRIMUS, TAM 
SNS (Ss THE FIRST- AMONG -EQUALS, 
Za) 

EO 


LEADER OF AN EXPLORATORY 
COLONIZATION PARTY WHICH CAME 
TO YOUR WORLD LONG BEFORE 
YOUR RACE DEVELOPED ANY 
TECHNOLOGY. 


“TO OUR HORROR, WE REALIZED 
THAT THE MAGNETIC POLES OF 
YOUR PLANET HAD REVERSED -- 


LVES INTO DEI 


“-- AND THAT WE WOULP BE 
LINABLE TO LEAVE UNTIL THE 
POLARITY WAS RESTORED To 
THAT OF OUR HOME-WORLD, 


YES, I REMEMBER REED TELLING ME ONCE ABOUT 
THE EARTH HAVING REVERSED POLARITY... BUT THAT 
HAPPENED 500,000 YEARS AGO: 

q 


WE HAVE A HUGE 
TECHNOLOGICAL , 


ADVANCED AS 
YOUR OWN “ 


d o SO 


ES 00 
a) 


“O, PROGRAMMING OUR NON- 
MECHANICAL PLASTOID PRONES 
TO FIND A WAY OF ACCOM- 

PLISHING THIS, WE PUT O 


UR- 
EP HYPNO-SLEEP 
TRANCE --TO AVOID BOREDOM. ” 


vWE WERE HERE FOR SEVERAL THOUSAND SOLAR 


REVOLUTIONS -- MY RACE HAVING A MUCH 
LIFESPAN THAN YOURS 


-- WHEN A PECULIA 
OF AURORA OCCURRED, 


LONGER 
R DISPLAY 


“AT FIRST, WE WERE 
MYSTIFIED... THEN WE 
DISCOVERED THAT OUR 
MACHINES NO LONGER 
FUNCTIONED ! 


VOUTSÍDE, WE ASSUME, THE 
DRONES WORKED TOWARDS THEIR 
SET TASK, “ 


THEN THE IMAGES I HAVE PICKED UP FROM YOU 
ARE TRUE / WE HAVE BEEN ASLEEP HERE HALF-A- 


MILLION YEARS! YOUR SOCIETY HAS, OF 
COURSE, EVOLVED ! 


a ess 
mai? 
/ By THE GRID! WE 
Ki ARE IN DANGER OF 
COMMITTING A 
GREAT CRIME 


AGAINST YOUR RACE| 


JUST 
REALIZED,.. WE'VE 
BEEN GOING 
ABOUT THIS ALL 
À WRONG! LISTEN... 


«TO DEFEAT THEM, 
WE MUST... 


OH, REED, THANK GOODNESS ! T 


YEAH... JUST 
LEMME CATCH 
My BREATH. 


QUICKLY, SUSAN RICHARPS FILLS 


WAS So WORRIED ABOUT for HER HUSBAND IN ON THE STORY 


COULD HARDLY THINK STRAI 


UE, MY 
DARLING, ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT ? WHEN 

YOU DIDN'T APPEAR 
FOR SO LONG, T'D 
FEARED THE WORST! 


E THE ALIENS TOLD HER... 


AND 60, THEYIVE ALREADY DEAC- 

TIVATED THE TOWER. THEY DON!T 

WANT TO HURT US... THEY JUST 
WANT TO GO HOME. 


ISN'T THERE SOME 
WAY WE CAN HELP 
THEM É 


| REED, THE Roporg 
ARE TURNING INTO 
JELLY 7 


ELSEWHERE... | REED! TZGASPE CAN'T) HANG ON, ELT, BEFORE THE LEADER OF THE FE CAN OUTLINE 
TARh aa Mia MORE /JOHNNY! 1 HIS PLAN ve j EE 


CAREFUL,BEN! WE DON'T 
WANT poi THEIR 


ALL RIGHT... NOW PUT 
THE SHIP AGAINST THAT 
SLIGHT INCLINE IN THE 
ICE-CAP. IT WILL 
SERVE AS A LAUNCH 


de: 
7 ES E 


Vá 


=== A 


THE DRONES 


RAMP, WHEN 1 GET 
THE SHIP WORKING / 


MADE OUTTA 


THEMSELVES 


I5 PANG NEAR 
INDESTRUC- 


WITHIN. MINUTES, THE FINEST SCIENTIFIC MIND ON THE 
FACE OF THE EARTH 15 HARD AT WORK, QUICKLY ANALY- 
SING THE NATURE OF THE ALIEN CIRCLITRY AND 
ADJUSTING 1T. cia 


AH-HA! THEIR BASIC 
MICRO-GRID SYSTEMS 
ARENIT VERY 
DIFFERENT FROM A 

| NUMBER OF FORMS 
T'VE POSTULATED/ 


dh: 


>> HOW IRONIC! THEY COULD 
HAVE PERFORMED THIS 
CIRCUITRY ALTERATION THEM- 
SELVES, EVEN THOUGH THE MAN- 
MAGNETIC POLAR REVERSAL 
ENDERED ALL THEIR ELECTRH 
CAL SYSTEMS UISELESS / 


= DON'T You 


—- asc 
ja E nn 
4 Te raça —=—= 
TE 
& 
Eno e 
e ES q E 2) 
2) 


Y 


“un Pa === 
WHEN? 7 a 


[memo 
meme 


MEAN “IF;” 
BIG BRAIN E, 


NO, BEN... “WHEN” 


FROM ONE END OF THE SHIP TO THE OTHER, THE MAN 
CALLED MISTER FANTASTIC WORKS , CAREFULLY 
RE-AL/ENING VELICATE CIRCUITS LINTIL «.e 


THERE! ONE FINAL 
ADTUSTMENT TO 
THIS SECONDARY 
POWER RELAY 
AND -- 


--MY JOB 
IS PONE/ 


NO THANKS OR PAYMENT 

NECESSARY, PRIMUS, THE 

FANTASTIC FOUR WERE 

FORMED TO HELP PEOPLE 
IN NEED... 


ETE 


RNALLY 
GRATEFUL FOR YOUR AID, 
ONE-CALLED-REED, |5 


THUS, AS THE GLEAM OF À FALSE DAWN 
4 THE SOUTHERN HORIZON ++ 


PINK 


CAUSED YOUR 
WORLD Z 


E as 


PRIMUS AND HIS FRIENDS HAVE BEEN AWAY FROM HomE 
» FOR HALF-A-MILLION YEARS! T WONDER WHAT ,THEY'LL EB 
E FIND WHEN THEY RETURN? Xá 


WELL, PRIMUS TOLD ME THAT THEIR À vEaH? WELL, T KNOW ONE ME A FIRST- 
CULTURE HAS BEEN STABLE FOR THING THAT AIN'T GONNA E .., ANDI 
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF YEARS, / STAY THE WAY THEY LEFT KNOW JUST THE TARGET 
PERHAPS THEY'LL FIND THINGS IT, 4 TO USE IT AGAINST! 
MUCH THE WAY THEY LEFT IT, i 


IF THIS BLAMED S 
TOWER CAN DO THE Wesy 


SHOULD LEAVE IT 
LYING ARSUND! 


»77 N W 
o A / SE N 
, LEMME SEE W 
Ho! a 
IT TAKES TO / NE 
À. knock TT over! j NÃ 
a HOLY--! THE 
BLASTED 


THING 
SHATTERED/ 


as] 


CRãa 
VA a 


á EITHER I HIT À FLAW IN THE 
; CRYSTAL WITH A LUCKY PUNCH... 
E õ OR E DONIT KNOW MY OWN 
“À STRENGTH! 


EN-: HURRY/ GET UNDER EX 
Force FIELD BERDRE JA BA, 


e 


Dn RR 
RR O SE USD o On 

= qe mp dp e a 
ii - : — um 


quites 
gas 


John Byrne, who had been pulling double-duty on Fantastic Four and X-Men at this time, left FF after 4221. But 
that didnºt mean that life got any easier for Marvel's First Family! 


During a day of would-be R&R for the Fantastic Four, Franklin Richards became possessed by Nicholas Scratch, 
and was saved by the combined efforts of the FF, Gabriel the Devil-Hunter, and Scratch's own mother Agatha 
Harkness. Ten Skrulls then infiltrated the Baxter Building to take Reed Richards” revolutionary energy transmitter, 
but were opposed by the FF and the Kree Captain Mar-Vell. Doctor Doom regained his lost sanity with the 
help of his longtime servant Boris, and swore to regain the throne of Latveria from King Zorba. After a strange 
red mist blanketed Manhattan, the FF rocketed off to the North Pole to encounter the Viking-turned-blind-god 
Harek Korgon, whose impending death threatened an entire civilization of his worshipers. With the help of Thor 
and Asgardian all-father Odin, Korgon was saved and resumed his responsibility to his followers. A journey to 
Japan brought the quartet into conflict with the 100-foot-tall Samurai Destroyer, after which Franklin Richards” 
emerging powers saved his family from the menace of the Brain Parasites. After testing Franklin's powers, the 
FF encountered the extraterrestrials Firefrost and the Ebon Seeker, the latter of whom was at the end of his life 
cycle and would destroy the Farth by letting it siphon off his lethal energy. Mister Fantastic transported the Ebon 
Seeker and a few blocks of Manhattan to the Negative Zone, where the energy-siphoning process was reversed, 
and the Ebon Seeker was saved. Still trapped in the Negative Zone, the FF battled native denizen Stygorr until 
Reed Richards was able to retum them to the positive matter universe. 


Then, with Fantastic Four 232 ... a titan retumed... 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 


GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 


Seus. TE MAN DZ UI PUDE, 


PRESENTS: 
NOVAR | ELYNIS WEIN a JM SALICRUP / TUM SHOOTER 
COLORS EDITOR EDITOR-IN- CHIEF 


JOHN BYRNE / BJORN HEYN Fá JM 
WORPS & PICTURES INKS LETTERS 


THE FANTASTIC FOUR -- 
MY OLD AND MUCH VAUNTED 
FOES -- SHALL SOON LEARN 
WHO |S TRULY MOST 
POWERFUL ! 


SOON 1 SHALL 
PESTROY THEM AS 


EASILY AS T HAVE 
CONJUREP THEIR 
IMAGES. 


HE 15 CALLED EHABLO, AND 
HE 18 MASTER OF THE ARTE 
MECHEMICAL. 


Nr 


AND YOU MY SMALL ONES, THROUGH YOU THE 
GARNERED FROM THE FOUR FANTASTIC FOUR WILL 
FAR CORNERS OF THE MEET THEIR FINAL, 
EARTH, YOU SMALL BE MY IRREVOCABLE 
INSTRUMENTS. DEFEAT ! 


RA EVEN AS DIABLO Rede AT HIS AND, AS THE MEEK Gpdtca MAN 
E EarAs PAR Er Creme VICTOR Y.. 


2| |[CLOSES THE DOOR. 
VILE WOMAN! 
a E, EVA] aimays prvinG | Forcins 


ME TO WASTE PRECIOUS 
POTIONS ON MASKING 


MR. OLBAID / PELLS... 


MR. au YOU 
OPEN THIS 
DOOR. j 


MULLIGAN: (I 
WOULDN'T THINK [ 
OF SUCH A THING» 


BUT SOON SHE WILL PAY/ SOON SHE HE MOVES QUICKLY NOW, LONG, TAPERED FINGERS SPRINKLING 
AND ALL HER GNIVELLING, SNOOPING POWDERS ANP CRUSHED HERBS, LIPS anna 70 THE SILENT 
ILK WILL BE CRUSHED BENEATH CAPENCE OF LONE FORGOTTEN TONGUES .. 

MY HEEL... 


E : ARISE NOW, MY LITTLE ONES / 
SEND FORTH YOUR FRIMAL 
SPIRITS, SEEK OUT OUR 
ENEMIES... 


YES -- 
VERY SOON. 


AND ON THAT OMINOUS NOTE, WE TURN ANO ONE OE ITS MOST FAMOUS CLIENTS , SUSAN STORM RICHARPS, THE 
OUR GAZE NORTHWARDS, TO ONE OF INVISLELE GIRL... 
MANHATTAN'S MOST EXCLUSIVE BEAUTY WONDERFUL, MILO, TIM 
SALONS... SUZIE, BABY, THIS NEW CUT SURE MY HUSBAND WILL 
j !5 GONNA MAKE YOU LOOK LOVE BEING MARRIED TO 
TWENTY YEARS YOUNGER / A CHILD” 


00H, ARENIT WE JUST 700 7 OH, MISTER TINPOLINI, WEIRD/ WHAT COULP 
CUTTING TODAY! HERE, LET ; LOOK? SOMETHING '$ MAKE ALL THOSE ROCKS 
ME COMB IT OUT AND. |, HAPPENING TO THE CON- AND DIRT FLY INTO THE 
YOU'LL SEE FOR YOURSELF! Ê STRUCTION SITE OUT ON AIR LIKE THAT ? 


ISN'T THE 
VERONICA LAKE 
LOOK A TRIFLE 

AASSÉ, MILO É 


WHAT INDEED... 
beça 


I AM COME FOR 
SHE WHO [5 THE 


HEAR ME cá a INVISIBLE GIRL / 
HUMANS /) 4 4 ds 


Bm. VOE BETIDE 

FOI THOSE WHO 

STAND IN My 
WAY 4 


THAT THING IS AFTER ME 2! | SORRY, SUZIE/ You WELL, THANK YOU MR, BY KEEPING MY UNIFORM 
HEARD WHAT THAT TINDOLINI / GOOD THING REEY INVISIBLE UNDER MY STREET 
THING SAID! YOUIRE CLOTHES, NOW T CAN SHED MY 
ON YOUR OWN“ OUTER GARMENTS WITHOUT 
; mr 77 À MAKING THE FRONT PAGE OF 
THE NATIONAL ENQUIRER “ 


SURRENDER AND 

YOUR DEATH SHALL 

BE MERCIFUL AND 
QUICK 7 


TIS 60 
HUGE! SO 14 
POWERFUL / 


(an some À ET) BUT IF ICAN 
( WAYS, IT RE- 9] | MAYBE NOT, E JUST REACH MY 
ã = | PURSE AND FF. 


MINDS ME OF 2] | TALL, DARK : 
3 Na E SIGNAL FLARE-GUN... 


THE THING“ 


FOOLISH FEMALE! YOUR asi ni | [AND it's HARDENING... 
POWERS ARE AS NOTHING a - LIKE CEMENT... LI... 
AGAINST ME... $ e : CAN'T... MOVE... 


HE'S FILLING THE 

ROOM WITH FLYING, 
CLINGING DIRT-- 
COATING ME... 


ELSEWHERE, À FEW SHORT BLOCKS , +. BEN GRIMM, THE INCREDIBLY POWERFUL AW, CRUMBS ! WHAT A 
7O THE SOUTH, AND À FEW MINUTES TINC, AND Hig LADY LOVE, FAME BLIND LOUSY TIME FER IT TO À 
Do aaa pç LEAVES À SCULPTRESS ALICIA MASTERS. START RAININ'/ | 


OH, BEN WASN'T E ves iT | 
THAT À WONDERFUL [EA :SNiF< HAD ITS ) 

PLAY É SO TERRIBLY MOMENTS...» V RAINING 2 
[ WHAT ARE 
You 
TALKING 


HOLY COW, SHEIS RIGHT/ 
THE REST OF THE STREET 
S BONE DRY ITIS ONLY 
RAININ! ON ME / 


BEFORE THE STARTLEP THING CAN ANSWER 
CHANGES TO SOMETHING FAR WORSE... 


BENZ BEN, 
Ea WHAT IS IT 2 


WHAT'S 
HAPPENING? 


A BUBBLE OF 
WATER / IT'S ALL 
AROUND ME-- 
MOVIN' WHEN T 

MOVE -- T'LL 

CROWN 
UNLESS... 


BEN! PLEASE” 
WHAT'S WRONG 2 À 
WHY DON'T YOU 
ANSWER ? 


E I WAS BREATHIN' OUT 


WHEN THIS THING HIT 

ME-- NO MOREIN A 

COUPLA SECONDS OF 
AIR LEFT... ! 4 


GOTTA KEEP 
8 ana Ra 1 
ANIC T' 

PONE FOR! 


MAYBE -- IF 
I DPIG UP THE 
SIDEWALK L 
CAN FIND AIR-- 
FIND A WAY 

OUT... 


S'NO GOOD!NO MATTER E : GETTIN' HARD TO 4 d MY LUNGS FEEL LIKE 
HOW DEEP T GO THIS ; 


ci iéb os THINK== TO THEVIRE ABOUT TA 
elce cena RD | ia] CONCENTRATE... SA BuRST.. NO ORE 
STAY RIGHT WITH HEUC e P do é º at gia 
ME... 4 ' 1D) DN e És E apra 


AND, AS À BLOOD 

VEIL BEGINS TO DRAW 
CLOSED ACROSS THE 
THING'S BRAIN... 


cido 


«o MIGH IN THE AIR OVER NEW 
YORK'S LEGENDARY CENTRAL 


,. À BRIGHT RED COMET RESOLVES ITSELE 
INTO THE SHAPE OF À MAN--A MAN NAMEO 
JOHNNY STORM... 


THE HUMAN TORCH 


«d 
dl 
alia Meo e. ca p= ue 
E És a 


ERA) 


PARE RA PA. 


ç Ta [ad 


AT HIS UNSPOKEN COMMAND THE ENTER ONE NO... IT MAY BE A LITTLE THICK- 
TORCH'S FLAME DININISHES, AND H LOVE - STRUCK 
PROP$ TOWARPS THE PARK, .. E YOUNG MAN, 


BETTER FLAME OFF OUT OF a ES á 
SIGHT. 1 PON'T KNOW WHY AN Í IIMALITTLE 
MY FLAME UPSETS FRANKIE 2 MSNE AM ; | SURPRISEP YOU 
$0 MUCH... ES 1 AGREED TO SEE 
ME, THOUGH, 


AFTER ALL. 
: E : WE CAME 
BUT IT'S ENOUGH Sp po Ã q PANGEROUSLY 
TO KNOW THAT IT k I HALF ESA ; CLOSE TO 
DOES. &0, EXIT ONE : EXPECTED YOU TO ) | MEANING 
o SUPER COME SWOOPING 


| SOMETHING 
DOWN, BLAZING LIKE lil) TO EACH 
k OTHER .. 


A BONFIRE 


“PANGEROUSLY CLOSE 2" |5 THAT ALL YOU CAN 
SAYZ 1 WAS READY TO RENRITE MY 

WHOLE LIFE FOR YOU, READY TO QUIT THE FF. 
READY TO GIVE UP BEING THE HUMAN TORCH, 


DOESN'T THAT TELL AR 
vou HOW T FEEL 
ABOUT YOU É 


HOW CAN T MAKE YOU BUT, BEFORE THE TORCH CAN 
UNDERSTAND 2 YOU DON'T FÍNIEH. 
ANOW ME, YOU DONIT 

KNOW a di WHAT 


JOHNNY, PLEASE 
-- THERE'S MORE 
TO IT THAN THAT 
«= 60 MUCH MORE. 


ISN'TIT ; 
ENOUGH TO KNOW IT'S e T'S 
RE 2 lar LIKE À Ea 

: LOWING UP ALL 
MORE DO T,,. 5 ras ; 


HOLY-- IT AS À 
| TORNADO! A 
MINIATURE 

TORNADO 
SNATCHING 
US UP INTO 


THE WINDIS -- 
WHIRLING ME 
S0 FAST-- TI 

CANIT FLAME- 
ON. IT CAN'T 


SAVE 
MYSELF / 


WHOOF/ THE WIND-- 
IT'S DROPPED ME! 


AND AS HE DOES 
THE SWRLING 
WINDS SHRINK 
ADA vaGuELY 
| auMAN SHAPE! 


PWARFED BY THE GLASS ANP É 
STEEL TITANE THAT SURROUND E 
17; THE BANTER BUILOING - 
18 NOT THE IMPRESSIVE SIGHT E AND, IN ONE OF THE MANY ã 
17 WAS YEARS AGO. Em LABORATORIES HOUSED IN a 
E] 7/0SE UPPER FIVE FLOORS... 


ELSEWHERE, JUST MINUTES AGO. FOR IT I$ THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE [REP 
EE FiBuLoIE LANTASTIC FOUR. a | 
» pa a PESE, 


YES, MY SE! 
DEVICES INDICATE 
A DEFINITE INFLUX 
OF PECULIAR 


ENERGIES TO - 
THE CITY... 


Am = gu THE PRECISE 
ç NATURE OF THO. 
THE MOST FAMOUS ANP 4 : 


OET- VISITED LANPMARKS E o: I 
ESA = [) SCANNER!S 
IN ALL MANHATTAN... : ; eos cid 
THIS 1S REED RICHARDS --MR, SSI sa ' HMM! Z WOULPN'T HAVE | | 
MANTAS TIC - -HUSBANO TO =, THOUGHT ANY ENERGY | | | | 
THE INVISÍBLE GIRL AND NV. FORMS WOULD PE BEYOND 2] | | 
LEADER OF THE EANTASTIC Ç THE ANALYZING CAPA- | , | 
FOUR, E BILITIES OF THESE... 1 dp; 4 
“j [4 
AVN tuatis ovo-- Dj 
PRI SUDDENLY IT'S 
BECOME ALMOST 
UNBEARABLY | 
HOT IN HERE... | 


Ros dê 
| JM o qi 


HAVE THE AIR- PERHAPS TI SHOULD OPE 
CONDITIONING A WINDOW WHILE Z RUN 
UNITS MAL- CHECK ON THEM... 
FUNCTIONED £ 


AN ELECTRIC HUM AS THE WINDOW 
SLIDES OPEN, THEN «e 


[HROUGH THE 
WINDOW 


JOHNNY, 
IS THAT 
vou 2 


NO, FOOLISH MORTAL ! VA AND AS THE GIANT INTELLECT OF 

I AM NOT THE HUMAN ( THE MAN CALLED ME FANTASTIC 
TORCH! T AM HE WHO ANP I AM PONDERS THAT QUESTION... 

Ig pis CLVING. $ YOUR DEATH, 


REED 
RICHARDS ! 


LAME 


Wrs SOME KINP OF EE 
TU ELEMENTAL FIRE OUTSIDE, À WA 
CREATURE —- BUT WHO PRÉ SURROUNDE THE UPPER 


HAS THE ABILITY TO FLOORS DF THE BAXTER À 

CREATE SUCH A BULINE ... MTE eo 
THING £ Add: 

A EIA ANA 

YOUR PUNY ATTEMPTS TO 

EVADE ME WILL AVAIL 
YOU NOUGHT, RICHARDS. 
SOON YOU WILL DIE, As 
MY COUNTERPARTS ARE 
EVEN NOW DESTROYING 
YOUR PARTNERS. 


IVE GOT TO REACH THEM -- 
To SEE WHAT KIND OF 
MENACE THEY FACE -- 
PERHAPS FIND À CLUE 
TO DEFEATING THIS (7) 
THREAT... 


+ “ q 


WITH HARDLY À SECONDS 
THOUGHT TO HS OWN SAFETY, 
=| REÊD RICHARDS LAUNCHES MIM- 
Lu ESSE SELE Ri pala 
» Z Ea 


TT 


WHAT £ THE 
OTHERS ARE IN 
PANGER TOO 2 


.. AND PLUNGINE THROUGH THE COOL 
OUTSIPE AIR TOWARPS THE RODF- 
TOPS BELOW. p 


THAT WAS TOO CLOSE! 

ONLY MY SPEED SAVED 

Rs - ME FROM SERIOUS 
INJURY ! 


to 


... THE INCREDIBLY ELASTIC 
BODY OF MR. FANTASTIC SNAPS 
COUT LIKE À GREAT SAIL... 


AT THE LAST POSSIBLE 


Po l aos “g | - ; 
—j RING THE SLICHT, SLUGOISH | , / É 
Cerca qui a 77 7/7]/), jr Se 
A THE HEA (TY AIR. PP hi 
Es EPA, Piá > CITY COULD BE GUTTED. 


BUT, WHERE. 


THE PARK! OF Ja IT'S A WIDE OPEN | | |MiS BODY ACHINE AS HE AND HIS FIERY 
COURSE /” SPACE, AND THE NEW | |STRUGELES TO MANELVER, / «Sm PURSUER (6 BUT 2 
a SPRING LEAVES ARE | | REED GLIDES OVER — | SECONDS BEHIND, 

TOO DAMP To CENTRAL PARK fo 


Es De Data Dag 0 
rest ão Ee 


e dá 


PROFESSOR 
RICHARDS 


BUT-- FLYING ISN'T 

WHAT ONE WOULD CALL 
MY FORTE-- ANP THERE'S 
HARDLY ANY UPLIFT... 


FRANKIE, VHE'S OVER BEYOND [WIND THING?” THEN MY BR! |NO TIME TO 5 JOHNNY! FLAME 
THOSE ROCK$. OH, FIRST ANALYSIS WAS CORRECT, AP] |WORRY ABOUT É ON IF YOU CAN! HR 
HURRY PLEASE. THERE'S | |OUR ATTACKERS ARE ae. | Trat now: GET CLEAR! 
SOME KIND OF... OF EMBODIMENTS OF THE FOUR q E 
WINO THING... ELEMENTS, FIRE ATTACKED 
ME. NOW A/R |5 ATTACKING 
TOHNNY. par 


É dé aa RICHARDS / 
EARTH ANP WATE; A W BN BUT My FIERY 
MUST BE AFTER BEN ; á BROTHER SHOULO 
ANP SUE. GUT-- WHICH “Canta A . HAVE FINISHED 
TO WHICH E ea Sm | Gs /A You By NOW! 


CLEARLY NOT. BROTHER. TO 
PERHAPS YOU AND | My AD! 
YOUR FIERY ALLY 
HAVE SERIOUSLY 
UNDERESTIMATED 
THE FANTASTIC 

FOUR! 


OKAY, HOTSHOT, LET'S 
|SEE HOW BIG YOU TALK 
WHEN YOU'RE UP 
AGAINST SOMEONE 
MORE IN YOUR 

LEAGUE, 


THE FLAME-ENTITY HAS 4 
PRESENTED US WITH À 
POTENTIAL AVENUE 
TOWARDS NEUTRAL - 
IZING THEM... 


FEAR NOT, 
BROTHER! THE 
RUBBER-MAN 
SHALL NOT 
ESCAPE ME A Z 

SECOND 


THE HUMAN TORCH / 
BUT MY BROTHER 
SHOULO HAVE... 


FORBIDDEN US 
TO BATTLE OUR 
ANALOGS, 


THAT MEANS, FLAME 
BRAIN, BUT T DON'T 
DO REQUESTS... 


OCCUPY HI$ ATTENTION BUT 

A MOMENT, AND T SHALL 

BURN HIM TO ASHES AND 
pusT! 


WHAT THE...2 A 

FLAMING GUY, TOO? 

NOW THAT'S MORE 
MY SPEED... 


I MUST FLEE. T MUST 
SEEK OUR MASTER!S 
GUIDANCE ... 


NOW IT ALL 
) BEGINS TO À 


T HAVE TO GET TO 
BEN AND SUE TO 
TELL THEM, 


Re 


NOW, T SIMPLY PRETEND TO 
FLEE, AND HOPEFULLY THE 
OVERCONFIDENCE OF 
THESE CREATURES WILL 
SET THE STAGE FOR 

THEIR UNDOING. 


FLEE IF 
YOU WISH, 
RICHARDS, 


MY FIERY 
SIBLING MAY 
HAVE FAILED, 
BUT I SHALL 

PREVAIL “ 


ONLY FOR A MOMENT, 
SUSAN RICHARDS. YOUR 
ACTIONS BUT PROLONG 
YOUR FINAL AGONY/ 


NOW, WITHOUT THE 
RESTRICTIONS OF 
BEING INSIDE A 
BUILDING, T CAN 
USE MY POWER TO 
BEST ADVANTAGE. 


AND, siNcE My DB 

POWER ISN'T MUCH 

MORE THAN DEFENSIVE 

AGAINST BRUTE FORCE 
LIKE THIS... 


AND, AS MR, FANTÁSTICO 
ALLOWS HIMSELF À 


VISCRETE, GRIM SMILE... SECONDS WHEN. ES? 
| =— 7 IDIDIT! ey 


THE INVISIBLE GIRL HAS BEEN ENCASED IN 
SOLIIEIED EARTH FOR LESS THAN FIVE 


EXPANPING My 
=| INVISIBLE FORCE 
À FIELO WITHIN THE 


BLOCKS AWAY AT 
da TONSORIAL 


ma //C MAYBE, BUT THEY ALSO 
ALLOW ME BREATHING 
SPACE... 


| 
E) 
il 
Il 


Ij 
m 
|] 
| 
) 


É... by GENERATING 
EP AFORCE-FIELO 
> BUBBLE TO HOLD YOU 
BACK, AND PROPEL 
MYSELF INTO THE 
4 STREET! nã 


T'VE NEVER 
Rr Rile méd 
; - 

OUT OF THE STORE AS À MEANS OF 
LIKE THAT WAS AN ss TRANSPORTATION 
INSPIRATION : BEFORE, BUT AS 
; É LONG AS T'M 

CAREFUL ,.. 


* | A ; E z ZA”, 


TRAVEL IN MUCH THE SAE Aa DID BEN SAY HE WAS 
WAY THE ICE-MAN USE: do TAKING ALICIA To £ 
HIS ICE- SLIDES, X o | 


RES» btt Ste dat LO 


[RAT 
LL) E 


Mi IsHouDseEnLETO 4 || NOW, WHAT THEATRE 
A em 


NY X-MEN -- FIM. PA 


I'VE HAD IT-- NO SUMNONINE HG FINAL JOTA CF UNABLE TO SPEAK, TOO NEAR TOTALLY, 

MORE BREATH IN MY STRENGTA , THE THING STAGGERS Fa COLLAPSINE TO COMMUNICATE BY 

LUNGS -- MIGHT AS ELINPLY TOWARPS THE SPORTINE SEN OR GESTURE, BEN GRIMM 
WELL GIVE... GOUDS SHOP... O | 75225425 42007 7He store... 


HE 1 PERHAPS ONLY 
SECONDS FROM DEATH, 
BN HIS TERROR BUILOS 
RA 70 WEAR TANGIBLE 
LEVELS... 


CAT 
& a % O 

01056,0,0,0 MM 

ESA 


= 
cá 


THAT SPORTS 


>, 
TORE... WITH A q 
ÉcUBA* CEnR! 3] PRRANOLEE..! / 


Ea dA 


IXGELE-CONTANED ENCERWATER BREATHING 
APPARATUS -- TACQUES SALICRUP 


DON! DO SOME - | PROWNING... YEAH... HE'S...T | OH, FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE, 
THING / HE!S...HEIS MEAN... LI GOTTA... GOTTA...| | DON! GivE ME THAT 
PROWNING / OH, CRIPES, WHAT CAN I SCuBA TANK! 

A DO? WHAT CAN... 


o | 


w 


h 


/g 
HOSE INTO THE THINE'S 
WATER PRISON... 


THEN, AS THE THING PRINKS DEEP OF THE SWEETEST AIR HE CAN 
REMEMBER... 


==) EXCELLENT, BEN 
aa: GRIMM, YOU ARE MORE 
RESOURCEFUL THAN T 

HAD BEEN TOLD, 


S0 LONG AS YOU 
POSSESS THAT AIR-TANK 
1 CANNOT HÁRM YOU... 

BUT T CAN DO... 


DONIT JUST STAND ANOTHER... HUHZ B-BUT WE 
THERE, YA BLASTED ONLY HAVE THE ONE DEMON- 
IPFIT! GET ANOTHER STRATION MODEL -- NONE 
AIR TANK! OF THE E HAVE AIR 
! j 


HE HAS TWO CHOICES -- SURRENDER 
MIS AIR-TANK TO SAVE THE WOMAN, OR 
STAND BY HELPLESSLY AND WATCH HIS 


RESCUER CROWN. 


FOR BEN GRINMM 
THAT 15 NO 
CHOICE AT ALL... 


[Vokay, WATER- 
BOY... MAKE 
YER BLASTED - ' : 
MOVE / HERE WE 60 AGAIN! 


IT'S SUZIE'S INVISIBLE 

FORCE-FIELD/ I SHOULDA 

KNOWN! NICE SAVE, KiD/ 
THANKS / 


4 


' 
| 
| 
I 
| 
| 
) 
! 


HUHZ T à INTERFERING FEMALE / 
DON'T... SUE, OUR MASTER HAS NOT 
LOOK OUT! FORBIP ME TO ATTACK... 

gra ed 


0 


2 

VEM a 
astra 
É» ms 
Bs 86" 


WAY TA GO, SUZIE. HEY, NOW THAT'S MORE 


NOT WHAT WERE LIKE IT) HIM T CAN 
YOU SAYIN' ABOUT ss / 


NEEDIN' MY HELP 2 [ES Enes 


4 


YOU'RE NOT 
THE ONLY ONE 
WHO'S HAD 


- THEIR DAY 
A sponLeo, BEN, 
page 


” TAKE 
KT ALOXK 


Rec. 


mm 


E : 
MR, 


I NEED HELP 
WITH A LITTLE AR 
PLAYMATE OF 


DON'T WORRY, 
BEN, MY 

INVISIBLE 

FORCE-FIELO 


CAN PROTECT 
BOTH OF US. 


THAT'S IT Z ONE PUNCH AND É : IT WILL TAKE MORE 
IT TURNS INTA MY AUNT THAN YOUR PUNY 
PETUNIA!S ROCK GARPEN ? STRENGTH TO 


b DEFEAT ME ! 
BOY, THEY SURE 

AIN'T BUILDING 

ROCK MONSTERS 

THE WAY THEY 


AND, ÀS THE EARTH 
ELEMENTAL PRESSES 
/TE APVANTAGE ON 
THE STUNNED THING... 


NOT FAR AWAY OTHER PD ..L tmere's cen. pur iris NA AE couLo 3 Have 
EYES WITWESS THE “T THE ROCK CREATURE O Guess=o wrons: 
CONERONTATION io Lx HE'S FIGHTING. THAT | IS IT POSSIBLE 


SHOULD HAVE GONE 
go. AFTER SUE? 


NO-- THERE!$ SUE IN THAT AND IF MY OTHER " THESE ARE HARPLY IPEAL 
SPORTING GOOPS STORE. ASSUMPTIONS ARE EA LABORATORY CONDITIONS, 
AND THE FLOOR BEHIND CORRECT, THAT É BUT UNLESS I'M MISTAKEN, 
HER LOOKS WET... NA) | PORTABLE GENERATOR Á | THESE TWO LIVE WIRES 
A [5 JUST TRE THING ! SHOULD DO THE TRICK. 

TO DEAL WITH 5 Naa | 

THE WATER ' 

ELEMENTAL, 


CREATURE HERE SO 
BEN COULD TAKE CARE 
es OFIT. 


OH, VEAR! BEN'S JUST PERHAPS T 
BARELY HOLDING HIS OWN A kd? SHOULD-- 
AGAINST THAT CREATURE... 


QUESTIONS ! JUST PO | 
ASI SAY! ARE YOU 
HOLDING THE WATER | 


“sa 


NY sue, cont ask any | 
Í 


A 


EM 
ELEMENTAL £ 4 | | 


ANA 


QUICKLY, THROW A 
FORCE- FIELD AROUND 
. THE MIDPLE PART OF MY 
ES, IT'G BODY-- THEN GET READY 
INSIDE THE TO RELEASE THE WATER- 
STORE , BUT... ENTITY 4 


RELEASE ,..? T DON'T EXCELLENT! YOU! VE NOW, HOLD IT FAST WHILE INSTANTLY, SUE OBEYS 
UNDERSTAND, BUT... S$NARED THE AIR- I EXTRICATE MYSELF FROM 7— 
WHATEVER YOU SAY, ELEMENTAL THAT YOUR FORCE- FIELD. REED RICHARDS ! MY 
MY DARLING WAS ATTACKING MASTER POES NOT WISH 
ME. ME TO BATTLE YOU... 


IWE COME TO PUT 
AN END TO THIS 
CONFLICT 


IMMEDIATELY THE 
CURRENT ELOW 
SEBARATES THE WATER 
INTO ITS GASEOUS 
WRES INTO THE ELEMENTAL!S WATERY BODY... COMPONENTS... 


GONE WITHOUT À 
TRACE! MY 

HYPOTHESIS WAS 
CORRECT ! 


MY ARMS WILL BE TINGLING FOR HOURS, 
BUT MY UNIFORM INSULATED ME FROM 
THE WORST OF THE CURRENT. ANP MY 
CRUDE ELECTROLYSIS PESTROYED THE 
ENTITY BY BREAKING IT DOWN INTO 
HYPROGEN AND OXYGEN, ALTERING 
IT FROM LIQUIP TO GASES. 


BUT T CAN WORRY 
ABOUT THAT 


A AND T THINK 2 
»- THis Atso con- 9 
FIRMS MY GUESS 
AS TO WHO IS BE- 

HIND THIS ASSAULT. 


AND IT'S MUSIC TO 
My SHELL -LIKE 
FARS. 


a 


A ia, 


AND, À£ THE BLASTING WATER 
SOETENS THE ELEMENTAL!S EARTHEN 
FORM TO LIQUIO MU... 


HOLY SPIT! IT'S 
DISAPPEARIN!Y YOU 
DIPN'T TELL MET 
WUZ GONNA AZEL 
THE CRITTER / 


as A 
ediiá - 


BEN! BEN, CAN YOU HEAR 
ME 2 THE KEY IS TRANS- 
MUTATION. WE HAVE TO 
FORCE THEM TO CHANGE 
THEIR STATE OF 
ATTER ! 


NOW HOLD THAT POSE FER A 

SECOND, ROCKY, 'CAUSE IF TIVE 

G0T MY BIG ORANGE MITT ON 
THE RIGHT PIPE... 


YOUR CAPTIVE 
AIR- ELEMENTAL. 


AIR IS À 
GAS, SUE, AND 
LIKE ANY GAS 
IT WILL REACT 
TO RESSURE! 


THIS [5 A LITTLE NO, BEN, NOT AT ALL.NOW À YOU UNDERSTAND, SUE, YOU 
BIT LIKE MURPER, | PLEASE BE QUIET. SUE WILL. HAVE TO SHRINK YOUR 
AIN'T (T, STRETCHZ ( NEED MAXIMUM CONCENTRA-J INVISIBLE FORCE - FIELD 
TION TO ACHIEVE HER BUBBLE UNTIL THE INTENSE 
PRESSURE TURNS THE AIR 
TO LIQUID... 


T...I UNDERSTANP-- 
BUT TIM NOT SURE TILL 
BE ABLE TO TAKE THE 
TREMENDOUS STRAIN... 


SLOWLY, INEXORABLY, THE INVISI- THE MORE I SHRINK THE BUBBLE, HER FACE GROWS FLUSHED. KNOTS OF PAIN 
BLE GIRL COMPRESSES THE THE HARDER IT WILL BECOME TO TIGHTEN AROUND HER EYES. BUT SUSAN 


SPHERE OF UNSEEN ENERGIES CONTINUE COMPRESSING IT... RICHARDS RELINQUISHES EY NOT THE 


e TIWIEST FRACTION THE STEAPY PRESSURE, 
ELE) [Pr 


YOU DID IT, 
SUE! YOU DID 
ir! | 


irá 
: : BUT; T MUSTN'T 
ELE ua WERE a paegEURE cen e 
INCREASES, REED...EVERYONE 
já DÉPENDING ON AIR TO BECOME LIQUID, 
ME é AND AT THE PRECISE MO- 
í MENT OF TRANSMUTATION, ; 
IT CEASED TO EXIST! 


) 


IT STILL SEEMS AN AWFUL 
ALMOST SOUND | PARLING. THAT'S THE | COLD- BLOODED WAY A! 
GETTIN! RID OF BAPGUYS. 
MY HEAD. I AINIT IT AGAINST OUR 
PON'T WANT REATS. IMAGE 2 
To HAVE TO DO 
THAT AGAIN 


OH, VEAH? AN' | TILL EXPLAIN LATER, BEN. FOR THE | 
JUST HOW PID | MOMENT, WE HAVE ANOTHER CON- 
YOU FIGGER CERN. 

THAT OUT, 

SHERLOCK ? 


IT WAS NO MORE 
COLD-BLOODEC THAN ANY 
SCIENTIFIC PROCEDURE, 
BEN. YOU MUST REALIZE 
THESE WERE NOT LIVING 

CREATURES. 


WHEN T LAST SAW 

HIM, THE TORCH WAS IN NOT ONLY THAT, BUT 
PURSUIT OF THE FIRE SINCE FLAME IS ITSELF 
ELEMENTAL. T HAVE NO À TRANSITIONAL STATE | 
IDEA WHERE HE |5. OF MATTER... 


“,.. TRANSMUTATION CANNOT BE USED “THE TORCH 5 
AGAINST THAT ENTITY. A h ON HI& OWN /” 


— PHEY, EMOKEY, 
HOW MUCH LONGER 


So FA 
ouve BEEN A N 
A REAL BORE” Dá 


E é 


NO! HE!S TRAPPED 
ME IN SHRINKING 4] 
BANDS OF FLAME! LG 
THE... THE HEAT! É 
INE NEVER FELT 2 
ANYTHING LIKE 


PUP! MY MASTER'S (JM WASTE EVEN MORE OF 
COMMANDE MUST IT IS TIME YOUR PUNY FLAME IN 
pd ro SECOND USELESS FLIGHT. 


INSOLENT YOUNG | HU, THAT'S IT, JOHN STORM! 
| 


IN A MOMENT 
I SHALL SNUFF 
YOU OUT LIKE 
AN OBSOLETE 
CANDLE. 


IT 


I...I FELT THAT” E” . AND HE CAN 
HIS FLAME |5 50 DO IT TOO! 
Z DON'T KNOW 
How MUCH 
LONGER T CAN 
KEEP DODG... 


NOW |S THE HOUR OF 
YOUR DEATH, STORM. 
YOU MERELY GENERATE 
A FLAMING PLASMA... 


A MILE ABOVE THE CITY THE 
TORCH HALTS, SUPRENLY CHANNEL 
ING EVERY JOTA OF HIS POWER 
INTO À SINGLE GURST... 


= WHILE I AM THE LIVING 
EMBCDIMENT CF ALL THAT 
2 FIRE.T AM 


THAT'S IT! 
THAT'S GOTTA 
BEIT/ BUT I'VE 
GOTTA GET 
HIGHER -- HIGH 
ENOUGH... 


VE NS rooc!no A 
MENA P DEGREE OF HEAT 
N (9 OR FLAME CAN 
HARM ME! I AM 
Vá INVINCIBLE “ 


I-- WOULDN!T-- 
BET-- ON --THAT-- 
WISE-- GUY / 


) 4 
HOTTER AND HOTTER 
) BURNS THE TORCH'S 
ELAME. | 
Es 
> (U JUST CATCH THE 


A CREW OF THAT 
[ HANDY TUG... 


TWENTY MINUTES LATER IN THE RESI- 
DENTIAL LÉVEL OE THE BE'S HQ... 


THAT WAS THE TORCH.| THEN HE MUST 
HEIS ALRIGHT, SUE. À | HAVE DEFEATED 
TUG JUST FISHED THE FLAME 
Him OUT OF THE CREATURE WITH- 
EAST RIVER. OUT OUR HELP! 


SPEAKIN! OF 
WHICH, YOU OWE 
US A BUNCH OF 
EXPLANATIONS, 
STRETCHO ! 


OF FIRE EXPLODES OVER 
THE STARTLED CITY BELOW. 


DIDIT/ NOW IF IT CAN 
ATTENTION OF THE 


AS À MILES -WIDE BALL AND, WHEN THE FIREBALL SHRINKS | 
AWAY, THE TORCH 15 ALONE... 


( 


To 


NOW ALL T HAVE 


DO |5 SAVE 


MY OWN SKÍIN...! 


MY FLAME |5 
ALMOST EXHAUSTED 
BUT... IT WORKEP “ 
MY NOVA FLARE 
CONSUMED ALL 

THE OXYGEN FOR 
À MILE AROUND. 


WITHOUT OXYGEN 

TO FEED HIS FLAME, 

THE ELEMENTAL 

BURNED HIMSELF 
OUT... 


HEY You Guys! ONE 

WET MEMBER OF THE 
EF. IN NEED OF À 
LIFT HOME / 


T KNOW, BEN. FROM THE ACTIONS AND 
SPEECH OF THE ENTITIES 1 DEDUCED 
THEY WERE PRIMAL ELEMENTAL S. AND, 
ASIDE FROM DOCTOR POOM, WHO 
WOULD NEVER RESORT TO SUCH CRUDE 
METHODS, WE HAVE ONLY ONE FOE 


ALCHEMY 2 you 

MEAN DIABLO ? 

YOUIVE SLIPPED you SAW NO BODY, 
A COG, REED HE!IS | BEN. AND DIABLO Has 
PEAD/ T SAW ESCAPED “CERTAIN 
HIM DIE IN A DEATH" BEFORE, 
SOLAR FURNACE, REMEMBER ? 


GOT TO 
KEEP AFLAME 
«JUST 
ENOUGH TO 


GUIPE MY 
FALL... 


LOORST I WAS 
RIGHT! IT/S THE 


HUM 


ES 


HoLY co 


THE 


AN TORCH / 


TS 5 o 
O E fe ML )) 


W! 
WIFE'LL NEVER 
BELIEVE IT 


BUT, REED, [FIT /$' DIABLO, 


HOW CAN WE FIND HIM 2 


HE 


COULD BE ANYWHERE IN THE 


CITY, EVEN ANYWHERE IN 
THE WORLD 


PERHAPS, SUE. AND T 


DON'T HAVE THE EQUIP- 
MENT TO TRACE MYSTICAL 
ENERGSIES. BUT I THINK 
WE KNOW SOMEONE WHO 
CAN LEND US A HAND... 


ZA 


dis 
e 


S0, AS A CLEAR SPRING NIGHT ENFOLDS 


I'M AFRAID WE CAN'T 
THE CITY... pe 


ALLOW YOU TO WANDER 

JUST A MOMENT; OFF JUST YET, DIABLO. 

MY FRIEND. YOU THERE ARE SOME 

SURELY WEREN'T GMALL MATTERS YOU 

THINKING of, Ig á SHOULD DiScusS 

LEAVING US? ç E WITH THE POLICE 
FIRST... ) 


I CAN WAIT NO 

LONGER. MY, 

ELEMENTAL S 

ARE LONG BUT T STILL 
OVERDUE TO g POSSESS THE 


PER. 


MISTER FANTASTIC/ 
YOUIVE FOUND ME! 
BUT IT DOES NOT 


N =" [02% 
Aco ITH AN 
js Íl 4 ps CRIMES AGAINST YOU! 


THE CHARGE WOULD BE POS- AS 1 BELIEVE A A VERY SPECIAL 
SESSION AND TRANSPORTATION | | POPULAR SONG ONCE FRIEND, A MAS- 
OF STOLEN PROPERTY. AND HAD IT, DIABLO, WE TER OF THE MYS- 
SEEMS INTERPOL IS 1. A PROBABLY GRAND THEFT, TOO. | | HAD A “LITTLE TIC ARTS IN FACT, 
VERY INTERESTED IN DP THAT SHOULD SEE YOU BEHIND] | HELP FROM OUR CALLED DR. , 
SOME REPUTEDLY MyS- ” BARS FOR SEVERAL YEARS” FRIENDS. !! STRANGE. 
TIC STATUES -- REPRE- E 
SENTING THE FOUR 
ELEMENTS -- STOLEN 
FROM SEVERAL 
MUSEUMS AROUND 
THE GLOBE. 


À MY PLEAGURE, 
/ PROFE 
STATUES THAT | RICHARDS, TAM 
| LOOK REMARKABLY OH, THE IGNOMINITY! NE ; EVER PREPARED 
LIKE THESE IN YOUR | | BUT, AT LEAST TELL ME N SE á TO AIP THE 
AG, HOW YOU FOUND ME Z E om E MMA FANTASTIC FOUR. 


THEN, WEILL 
TAKE OUR 

GUEST, AND 
DEPART. 


THANKS AGAIN Doc. 


THAT I SHALL, 
ANYTIME WE CAN + 


BEN GRIMM ! 


THO'TIS RARE THAT OUR 

PATHS CROSS IN THIS 

PO YOU A FAVOR, É * FASHION, IN OUR SEPA- 
JUST ASK! E RATE WAYS WE BOTH 
>—— — | BATTLE A COMMON FOE. 


E e 


C) NOR SHALL THAT 
ml BATTLE TRULY END, À 


DS 50 LONG AS MEN LIKE 
| ut DIABLO SEEK TO TURN 
| THE WORLD'S NATUR- 
AL ORDER TO THEIR 
OWN EVIL PURPOSES / 


READ THE FURTHER ADVENTURES OF EARTH (E SORCERER 
SUPREME EVERY SIXTY PAYS IN "POCTOR STRANGE” - 
ENIO 
ALONE TO CL 
SUE j EMO) ; Z7 ORA lu bb ARIRDERER'S NAME. 
WEFE END! 


“a MARVEL COMICS GROUP f3 


Ei Fa niasiic 
Er ELSE 


As 


ué 


Ef 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 


Sig Les Vila E O USA 
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[4 
FACILITY A MISNOMER PATING TO 


A re ET = | 
o LEAVES THE WALLS OF 
ALCATRAZ, TO SING SING, TO À 
MUNORED OTHER HELLHOLES ja om) DEEDEN ALIVE. 
THAT MEN, BY THE ACTION OF has 
THEIR LIVES , HAVE COMMITTEO 
THEMSELVES. 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
JM SHOOTER 


CASE IN POINT, ONE GEORGE 
PAVID MUNSON, INMATE OF 
THE LAST CELL ON PEATH 
ROW, AWAITING His 
RENDEZVOUS WITH ETERNITY, 


HIS CRIME-- THE PELIBERATE 
MILLING OF A HUMAN BEING 
IN EURTHERANCE OF THEFT. 


| 7uERE ARE EEW LIVING WHO 
4AVE HEARD OF DEEDEN. THIS 
TIE NOT SURPRISINE. LEGEND. 
RARELY GROW AROUND 
SN ZLACES SUCH AS THE. 


a 


 YEH, 1 KNOW, 
FATHER, OH, HÓW 
I KNOW 


ES 
GROW O) 


AN' YA KNOW WHAT REALLY HURTS, 


FATHER ? ALL THEM ROTTEN THINGS 


COME, COME NOW, PAvEY, WEvE 


BEEN THROUGH ALL THI 
THOUSAND TIMES. THERE'S 
NOTHING MORE THAT CAN BE DONE, 


YOU AIN'T PAT O! BRIAN, 
ANP T AIN'T TIMMY CAGNEY, 
IN À MINUTE THEYILL WALK 
ME DOWN THAT HALL, AN! 


a I'LL Z/E, FATHER, THERE 
AIN'T NO REPRIEVE ONCE 
YA GET TO “DEADEND, “ 


ANP TO CONTINUE PROTESTING 
YOUR INNOCENCE... 


1 KNOW, FATHER. BUT DO ME ONE » 
ALL THE PRISONS ARE FAVOR, WILL YA, FATHERZ 
FULL OF INNOCENT IL... TWILL 
MEN. TI SEEN ALL THE ) PO WHAT I 
MÓVIES, T KNOW ALL CAN, MY SON. 
THE LINES... NOW... 


THE SCENE [5 NOT À NEW ONE. IT HAS | | DEEDEN (5 A HOUSE CF THE DEMLAN 
BEEN ENACTED HUNPREDS OF TIMES, | | LIVING DEAD, ANE EVEN S0-6N 3 
IN HUNDREDS CALLE NGALLOWS HUMOR " 
- FINDE NO PLACE HERE. 
e WITH HALE HIS MIND HE 
UIT AT PEEDEN THE NOTES THE SMALL TURN - 

LR DiALOGUE 15 ALTERED, THE pda SEÉ THE LAST 
A CONDEMNED HERE DO NOT i 
AI || cacr ouT encovRAcEmENTE 
Z 7O THE MAN PASSINE THEM. 
Ze 
A 


GEORGE MUNSON. 


“THE LORD (6 
xá My SHEPHERD, T 
| SHALL NOT WANT. 
HE MAKETH ME TO 


“ 
q! LIE POWN IN 
dt GREEN PACTURES....! 


THEN !T BEGINS. THE ELECTRODES ARE CLAMPED IN PLACE, THE ABRUPTLY, IT (6 OVER, ANP FOR HIS CRIMES, REAL 
SWITCH (E THROWN. LIKE À CLICHE FROM A THOUSAND BA? “Erg OR IMAGINEP, DAVID MUNSON HAS PAIL THE 
HOUSE EPICS , THE LIGHTS DIM. E SUPREME PENALTY. 


E ————e— 


ONEY THE STONE -FACEP WARPEN, AND 
AN OFEICIOUS UTTLE MAN THE PRIEST 
7ÁKES TO BE THE CORONER. 


THE MAN IN THE WOOPEN 
CHAIR STIFFENS. HE FACE 
TWIETE INTO A HIPEOUS : 
RICTUS., Sd ZR/EST GLÂNCE AT THE 
N Pcedço ON MUNSON'S 
RS 


THATILL BE $27.50, 
FATHER. YOU WANT 
IT SHOULD WAIT E. 


SO IT IS THAT SOME WEEKS LATER IN FRONT ARA] 
DÊ NEW YORKE FAR-FAMED BANTER BUIPING AL | 
nn E 
AaVA HER Ei 

ho 


TIESEVA 


ANP SO, WITH A NERVOUS TUG AT THE 
E fais WHITE DF HIS OFFICE, HE ENTERS 
THE ELSTLING LOBBY... 


IT'S S0... NORMAL! 
I DONT REALLY KNOW 
WHAT 1 EXPECTED... 


... BUT IF A TENTH 
OF WHAT TIVE READ 


e asi 
GIRLS 


! 


BETTER TC TM... 


I...I ER HAVE A 

LETTER FOR YOUR 
BROTHER, BUT YOUR 
ELEVATOR SEEMS TO 
BE OUT OF ORDER. 


FOR À MOMENT THE PRIEST PALISES BEFORE THE 35- 
STORY EVIFICE, ANP HIS EYES DART UF, SEEKINE A 
SIEN DE ACTIVITY IN THE LPRER FIVE FLOORS. 


as || 
— 


NO, NO THANK 
YOU, T DON'T 
Know How 
LONG 1 SHALL 
BE HERE. 


1746 WiTH PERHAPS THE 
SNAELEST SIGN OF DISAP- 
POINTMENT THAT HE 
REALIZES ALL (5 QUIET. 


THATIS OPD. IT DOESN'T SEEM 
To BE WORKING. SURELY THE 
MANTASTIC FOUR WOULD 
MAINTAIN THEIR EQUIPMENT 
Lz BETTER THAN THAT £ 


SOMETHING CS 
I CAN HELP 


l / MM-- THE CALL 

fg BUTTON Is LOWER 

THAN ON THE OTHER 
ml US ELEVATORS, AND IT 


DOESN'T LIGHT 
K WHEN T PRESS ONTT. 


THIS MICRO-BEAM 
“KEY IS THE ONLY 
THING THAT WILL 
CALL THE CAR TO 


HE'ID CONSIDERED 


NOT AT ALL, FATHER. IT'S JUST 
A SOMETHING KEYED 


THAT YOU DON'T HAVE 
SPECIAL BELT- BUCKLE 
SOLENOID, LIKE WE MEMBERS 
OF THE FE PO. 


AFTER YOU, 
FATHER... ER, 
FATHER... £ 


MY HUSBAND, 
MR. FANTASTICO, 
INVENTED AND 
INSTALLED 47. 


vITO. FATHER 
ALBERT VITO, 
THANK YOU. 


MORE SUBTLE 
APPROACH, 


HAVINE THUS DECIDED THE PRIEST PRESENTE NO THREAT, THE 
MAN CALLED MISTER FANTASTICO TWISTE HS INCREDIBLE 
ELASTIC BODY ACROSS THE ROOM, ANO... = 

M na 


I'LL JUST CUE 
THE ELEVATOR TO 
DISEMBARK THEM 
ON THE VISITOR 


VOICE AND BIO-SCAN y PLUS, HE DOESN'T 
CONFIRMS THAT'S REALLY 2 APPEAR TO BE 
SUE, AND THE MAN WITH” CARRYING ANY 
HER DOESN'T MATCH 

AGAINST ANY OF OUR 

KNOWN ENEMIES. 


T THINK [TIS SAFE 
TO ASSUME HE |5 
=> PRECISELY WHAT HE 
PRESENTS HIMSELF 
TO BE. 


HERE WE ARE FATHER, 
4 PLEASE MAKE YOURSELF 
COMFORTABLE, T'LL 
FETCH MY BROTHER. 4 


THINC! 
CUT IT OUT! 
IT WAS ONLY 

FOOLIN! / 


WHAT ON 
EARTH ARE 
You DOING 2 


NO USE -— HEIS IN NO-L AND HE'S THROWN 
MOOO TO LISTEN TO 
REASON, 


BUT, AS JOHNNY STORM BLASTS THE HURTLINGO 
PROTECTILE ME INADVERTANTLY CREATES À TICAL 


WAVE OF BLAZINE SLAG 


GOTTA MELT (T 
BEFORE IT CAN 
SMASH THROUGH 
AND FALL TO THE 
STREET. 


BUT, THE STORM 15 
NOT YET ABATEL. .. 


A 
N AT 198 


EXYN AU 


IT AIN'T GAD 
CHRISTOPHER REEVE OVER MY ENOUGH I GOTTA 
LOOK AT MY OWN 
MUG EVERY 
GUYS ARE SUPPOSED TO MORNIN',,. 
LOOK LIKE ? 


ba = 


HoTSHOT 
HERE!'S GOTTA 
MAKE BIG 
FUNNY HA-HA!S 
ABOUT IT. 


Paga 


OKAY, YA MISERABLE 
LITTLE TWERP. TIVE 
PUT UP WITH YOUR 
GARBAGE LONG 
ENOUGH. 


WELL, LET'S SEE HOW 


PRETTY ME LOOKS AFTER lá 


TIVE PUSHED His STUPID 
HEAD DOWN TO HIS 
KNEECAPS 


D 


DON'T WORRY, 
FATHER ! IT CAN'T 
GET THRU THE 
INVISIBLE FORCE- 


THING! STOP! WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH YOU 2 (T 
WAS ONLY À JOKE 7 


EN, WHAT. 
IS 172 WHAT 
DID JOHNNY 
DO TO ENRAGE 
| vou 602 


6.) YOU AND WHAT ARMY, 


WISE GUY Z 


YEOW! YA BLASTED 
FLYIN! MATCHSTICK! 
I AELT THAT! 


A 
EXPECT US TO-- 


CAUGHT UNAWARES &Y THE BLAST OF WATER, 
THE TORCH'E ELAME 15 QUICKLY DOUSEL, ANP 
THE RAGING THING MOVES (N... 


[4 
,. FOR THE KILL! 
OKAY, PIPEQUEAK, 


SAYIN! YOUR 
PRAYERS EVERY 
MIGHT ? 


IZZAT SO? WELL, MAYBE I 
CAN'T THROW BIG FLAMIN! 
ZAPS AN' KNOCK OUT BAP 


GUYS FROM À NICE SAFE 


DISTANCE AWAY - — 


KEEP OUTTA THI 


DP FRIEND'S EYE SENOS À CHILL THROUGH REED. 


5, 
$ 


IT WILL BE BETWEEN YOU AND 


WEILL DISCUSS THIS LIKE 
BEN. YOU KNOW NO MERE CIVILIZED MEN. 
HUMAN COULD SURVIVE ONE N É 

OF YOUR BLOWS! 


e 


UTILA 


BUT T AIN'T FEELIN' TOO 
“CIVILIZED “4 


“POOR BENZ" HEY,LISTEN, | [HEY SIS, EASE 
REED, É GOT AS MUCH SymParHy | loFr WILL YA2 
FOR THE THING AS ANYBODY, BUT I ONLY 


NOW, LET HIM GO AND 0 TIM GONNA GRAB MY HAT AN! 


ISCUsSE ME, 


a 


» 
5 


) 


Je; 


“EASE OFF” ME/ THE VERY FATHER, WE 
SOMETIMES HE JUST GOES TOO 


FAR. T MEAN... 


IDEA! BRAWLING IN THE SEEM TO HAVE 


CE 
JONATHAN IN FRONT OF A ZRVEST! 
STORMA You es 


YES, SUE |5 QUITE 

RIGHT. T HOPE 

YOU'LL EXCJSE : 

US, FATHER ? TO APPEAR AT À 
CHURCH FESTIVAL 
OR SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT Z 


A 
Y; 


poi 


PERFECTLY FINE 


; 


BUT -- ER-- 
ACTUALLY T CAME 
HERE ON BUSINESS WITH 


TO DELIVER THIS 
THE HUMAN TORCH. LETTER-- 


A LETTER2 Boy, MUST BE 

SOME LETTER FOR A 

PRIEST TO PLAY MAILMAN, 

WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT, 
FATHER 2 


THAT I 
po NOT KNOW. 
AT LEAST, NOT 


Fo 
CERTAINTY. 


WELL -- MAYBE 
T CHOULP JUST | WELL, T'LL 
READ ITAND... | BE... DARNED! 


“DAVID GEORGE MUNSON?"T DONT 
EVER RECALL KNOWING ANYONE NAMED 
MUNSON , FATHER, 


HE SEEMEDP SURE HE 
KNEW X 


OU, M ; 
WAS ABOUT YOUR HEIGHT, 
WITH BRIGHT RED HAIR 
=. ANP FRECKLES. 


RECKLES, 


RED HAIR ANP FRECKLES ? I 
STILL PON'T THINK T... WAIT 
AMINUTE! (T COULDN'T EE... 


TOHNNY'E MIND FLASHES BACK OVER THE IT WAS "GEORGIE BACK 
YEARS. HEN, NOT “ZAW/O 
E se GEORGE ' BUT THAT'S THE 
WASSAMATTA, ONLY RED-HEAD T KNOW 
“IT WAS IN MY PRETTY BOY 2? HEY, SELF AN FROM SCHOOL WHO!D THINK 
JUNIOR YEAR AT : EE I MIGHT HOLD A GRUPGE. 
GLENNVILLE HIGH q 
JUST BEFORE I fa; AND NOW HE!S 
BECAME THE Es í : fi DEAD, FATHER £ 
RAE: ES 
ZA + x 
VÁ 
S à À 
4 | 
|) 
cet - 


VFOR A REASON T NEVER 
LEARNED, TIP GOT ON THE 


WRONG SIDE OF A COUPLE : MAY ZOTE, 
OF THE LOCAL TOUGHS... ” E WHAT DO YOU THINK 
YOU WILL DO 2 


WELL -- I ALWAYS A GUESS I'LL HAVE A 
WAS A SUCKER A | NOSE ROUND AND 
FORA SOBSTORY,) MW j SEA SEE WHAT I CAN Kd À : 
FATHER “ ; TURN UP. S PP” HELP, ANY INFORMA- 
Pe a - TION VOU MIGHT 
? NEED, DON!T HESI- 
Db TATE TO ASK... 


SO, AFTER SAVING GOODEVE TO EATHES ge ro] | moments caTER.. Z COULD PROBABLY MAKE THIS 
THE HANGAR DECK ATO? THE FE'S A, z x FLIGHT UNDER MY OWN STEAM, 
Es PD PA BUT IT'S JUST FAR ENOUGH 
ço TO DEPLETE MY POWER A BIT 
4|| TOO MUCH IN THE EVENT 


E 


» / sy” ú a Ps 
; - (Pal per a R 
| uu tu) piso ES EA 
no AS INS E gd O ES! 
THEN, SOMETHING TUSTOVER TWO HOURS LATER do É SN) NS | SWOOEING IN OVER THE TREE TOPS; 
TE” és Sr 4 THE FORCA BRINES HIS QUAD -UNIT TO 
EO PESTINATION 4 E q q?) A CITI-ELIGRT SPEED. AN HEADS FOR 


INSIGHT O 4) ves ES (Nº De 8 THE DOWNT 


WITHIN MINUTES HE SPOTS QUICKLY, JOHNNY SEEKS OUT THE POLICE 
THE GLEAMING GLASS FRONT | | DEFARTMENT, AND AFTER A SPEEDY VERIFI- 


OF THE OeVIOUSLY NEW CATION DE HIS IDENTITY... em | SORRY THE FILES ARE SO 
í ) h OLD FASHIONED, MR. STORM - 


Civic SQUARE... Tm EA |) 
n'| ? a 4 |] | THE NEW MAYOR'S AUSTERITY | 

il | PROGRAM HIT US BEFORE WE 

GOT OUR NEW COMPUTERS. a 


s ) NOW, YIALU 
DON!T HESITATE 
TO RING IF YOU 


NEED ANYTHING. 
ANYTHING AT 


ER 


THANKS. TO 
THINK T HAVE 
EVERYTHING 


em, LEET ON HIS OWN AT LAST, 


2” 


VA JOHNNY BEGINS TO REAL THE 


gera 


SEE 


ANO £0, AS THE TORCH SEEKS OUT THE OFFICER Wo TELL YA SOMETHING ELSE 
INVESTIGATED THE CRIME... THAT BUGGED ME, HE 
A TED TO THE 
IT'S THE SILENCER THAT BOTHERS ME, :] | ROGBERY, BUT NOT 
MORE EYE-WITNESSES TO SERGEANT. MUNSON WAS DUMB ENOUGH | THE KILLING. THAT 
HIS ESCAPE IF HEIP HAD S YEAH, T KNOW NEVER MAPÉ SENSE, 
THE WHOLE THING CATERED. 
YEP, IT'S JUST 
DUMB ENOUGH 


OBJECTIONS TIM 
HAVE A 


> = 7) ha, GONNA HAV 
: | é JÁ é LOOK AROUND 
> es ; ” /P À FEW PAYS. NO ONE | & ) AND SEE IF T 
BUT THEREIS KNEW HIM WELL “s CAN DIG ANY- 
IH = 


ONE DETAIL A ENOUGH TO SAY IF 
THAT. JROUBLES 17 


É 5 
3 - ,, fTWO YEARS AFTER THE 
a Bm. «a ob | FACT? GOOD LUCK)! 


BOY-- LOOK AT THIS /GOOP MORNING SIR. MY THE OWNER CONSENTE ANO 
PLACE! YOU!D NEVER Z NAME [5 JOHNNY STORM] | TOHNNY WANDERS THE AISLES 
KNOW A MURDER --PERHAPS YOUIVE HEARD LOOKING FOR. .- à 
HAPPENEP... BUT THE MUMAN 

THEN WHAT DIDI 4 FORCH ? TIM LOOKING IN- WHAT? WHAT AM L 

EXPECT Z CHALK 4 TOÁ CRIME THAT WAS LOOKING FOR ? CLUES ? 
OUTLINES ON COMMITTED HERE. 

THE FLOOR £ 


a 


BUT. IF HE WAS 
FRAMED, BY WHO? 
ANO WHY? 


RA uisTER 
DA STORM, IM 
PP HONORED ! 


HMM... THE 
BACK ROOM THE 
MURDER VICTIM 


T HAVE A LOOK 7 ” AROUND HERE 
AROUND 2 / da EE sonewucrE. 


HERE IT IS. HM. JUST A “AM NOT THE HUMAN TORCH 2 
STOCKROOM, WHAT WAS k MISTER, YOU JUST / 
THE OWNER POING BACK ! COULD... PUSHEP ALL THÊ 

HERE, WITH THE STORE x IT DONIT BELONG. | | WRONG BUTTONS / 

ALL CLOSED UP AND WHO ARE You 

THE LIGHTS OUT? 


HEY! THAT 
ROOM |5 FOR 
EMPLOYEES 

ONLY“ 


I DON'T THINK 
You ARE THE 
HUMAN TORCH. 
1 THINK YOU'RE 
À $NOOPY COP! 


AND I HAVE NO » ALL RIGHT-- SO TILL 
OFFICIAL À DS LEAVE. BUT T STILL 
JURISPICTION.(F | ECA THINK SOMETHING'S 


CUSTOMERS! GET OUT JH ON WITH ALL THIS —, HE DOES CALL ROTTEN IN 
; , COP... DENMARK,.. 


BEFORE T CALL A COP/ ' b FLAMMABLE BOOZE 
TT | » AROUND. 


NES 


«-« HEID BE WITHIN --- AND VOU CAN 
É HIS RIGHTS TO À 4 BET YOUR BSST 
E CHARGE ME WITH HAT T AIN'T 
PUBLIC MISCHIEF... p 


EIGHT HOURS CRAWL BY, UNTIL 9:57 | [MS HEART PouNOING, THE BESAS | 7HE BEST PART OE AN MIC BuTTHISISA 
IN THE EVENINE, THEN... LIQUOR STORE MANAGER HOUK, AND SEVERAL DRC críve emercencr. 
HURRIES POWN NEAR CHANGES OF CAB ! WHAT IF SOIDER- 


SE PESERTED BACK STREETS, LATER. premen O MAN I$ INVOLVED 2 
LÁ P//4 Men! Zé E E À AREA RETA Ea |] AVENGERS? 


GET PIRECTLY IN 
TOUCH WITH 
HIM... 


NO ONE TOLD I ! HELLO Z THIS 

ME I WAS 6 MORRIE -- YEH 
GOING To HAVE | hm THAT MORRIE, 
TO DEAL WITH Ê LEMME SPEAK 
SUPER-FREAKS. TO THE BOSS... 


SORRY TO CRASH IN ON 
You, BUT T HAVE THIS 
REAL IMPORTANT CALL / 


NS Ê To MAKE -- 


HEY-- TIM FLATTEREP N ', 1 
YOU REMEMBER ME. = p ; THERE'S NO 
NOW MAYBE YOU!ID LIKE YOUIVE GOT » WAY THE COPS 
TO GET A FEW THINGS Ai a nes an E mam] | NOTHING ON = COULD PIN THAT 
OFF YOUR CHEST 2 ! NOTHING! À HTON ME! 


GASPING FOR BREATH HE RUNE, FISHINO IN HIS LOOKS LIKE YOU FLUNK YOU SEEM TO HAVE 
FOCKET FOR A CIGARETTE LIGHTER AS HE GOES... YOUR “FANTASTIC FOUR FORGOTTEN 1 HAVE A 

TRIVIA QUIZ PAL... LIMITED AMOUNT OF 
“H" WOULD KILL ME IF EA BUT T HAVE CONTROL OVER FLAME 
HE KNEW T'P KEPT HIS E SUCH A BAD OTHER THAN MY 
NUMBER. TI WAS : MEMORY !! OWN... 
SUPPOSED TO MEMORIZE É 


OING 
ANYWHERÉ NEAR 

| THAT PAPER IF 
IT PON'T WANT 


THERE!S STILL 

TIME, THO'. EVEN 
THE TORCH WONIT 4 

BE ABLE TO REACH 


TOUCH IT OFF. 


AND JUST TO MAKE NOW, TILL JUST TAKE No! You HM! A NEW YORK AREA CODE. 

SURE YOU DON'T ALITTLE PEEK AT THAT CANIT! THAT'S A START, ANYWAY. OKAY, 

STRAY TOO FAR SCRAP OF PAPER-- (F LA qui FRIEND, THERE'S NOTHING 
EITHER... ! YOU PON'T MIND... 


OTHER THAN UNUSUAL 
TELEPHONE HABITS... 


o q 


apre 
PER 


S0 T'LL 
HAVE TO LET 
You &0 -- BUT 
JUST WATCH 


CER 


FFESRRO 


A DX) 
A ES 
ME de de 


(qa 
GR TE 


> THE FANTASTIC FOUR HAS NO 
OFFICIAL JURISDICTION IN ANY 


ct “e, die 
.. THE COMPUTERS IN 
REED'S LAB HAVE ACCESS 4 
TO ALL KINPS OF WEIRD 
INFO, T SHOULD BE ABLE 4TH PRACTICED EASE , THE À 
TO FIND OUT THE LOCATION TOR: ks HIS MODULE WO 
OF THAT NUMBER. 


GUYS, BUT YOUR FRONT 
DOOR WAS LOCKED ' d 


AN! WEEP, 
SUCKERS 


id 


mn, 


ERP 


ATA MOLDERINE WARENOUSE 
SOMENHERE NEAR THE HEART OE| 
MANHATTAN'E FABLEO CARMENT [E 


MISTRICT. ++ | 


PT 


NEVER MIND THE 
QUESTIONS, YA TERK ! 


Ê “di BLASTHM! 
de ss, ? 


50 DO YOURSELVES A 
FAVOR AND SURRENDER , 
OKAY, GUYS Z IT'LL SAVE 

TIME AND BRUISES ! 


STOP HIM! STOP 
HIM! THERE'S 


y VW 
HEY, HERMAN, 
WHAT'S YOUR 
HUKRY 2 YOU 

| AREN'T GOING 
, ANYINHERE/ 


TWO DOWN-- BUT THE “2 
FIRST GUY T CLOBBERE 
15 UP AND RUNNING. 


YOU CANIT STOP 
ME! ONCE I REACH 

|| THE BACK ALLEY YOU'LL 
À NÉVER FIND ME“ 


a hd 
E rh 
C , Tá 


IT 106227 | MAN.OH, MAN! T DON'T KNOW WHO YOU 


r) GUYS ARE WORKING FOR, BUT HE MUST 
TERA MAKE LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OF 
SUPER-FOLKS A JOB PREREQUISITE / 


ENS 


E» 


7 A 
PO IG RAISE THE 
ES TEMPERATURE OF My 
BD] FLAME AND YOUR Sues 
MELT BEFORE THEY HIT! 


You GUYS 
WOULDN'T EVEN 
MAKE IT AS À 

FOOTNOTE “ 


TA 


oH, COME ON! IF 
I MADE A PULL 
LIST OF SOME OF 


e 
Ed ARS 


SE GD US Go” cs 
ED 248 2.148 


CORRECTION, CHUM. 
ZE YOU REACH THE 
BACK ALLEY... 4 


THE POOR. HE!S 

MELTEP (T INTO 
>» RED-HOT SLAG! T 
€7 CAN'T GET OUT! 


HEY, PON!T RUN SINCE YOU'RE THE ONLY KILL You? SONNY Boy, Now, 'FESS UP BEFORE I 
AWAY --= T AIN'T ONE WHO'S STILL CON- ROAST You So BAD 
FINISHED YET q SCiouS, YOU'LL HAVE TO THEY'LL HAVE TO PUT 

” YOU BACK TOGETHER 


TELL ME WHAT J NEED 


TO KNOW. WITH HAMBURGER 
HELPER 


vá 


E ! Y-YQU'RE BLUFFIN!, 
bs; RÉ ; TORCH. YOU'RE À 


o | y CUPER HERO. SUPER 
; a po A 
- | E= LE IT AI 
Pim AA 4 ALLOWED... 


OKAY, LET'S FIND OUT ABOUT THAT, 
HALL WE? BEARPS ANP LONG HAIR 


ARE KINDA PASSE, YIKNOW? HOW'S MAN TORCH. 
ABOUT 1 GIVE YOU À NICE CLOSE 
4 |TiaT's JUST ABOUT 
| [ooNIT move AROUND 
/) TOO MUCH NOW. IF T 


ENOUGH, PAL. NOW 


SLIP... 


IRS BREADTH, 
'4 NO CHANCE À 


T-STILL 6 Hi z 
E Vo HE ? AWRIGHT Sr dá 
É a ANRIGHT! N > To 60 TO PROVE 


ZGULP + 
EVEN KNOW Z BLUFFIN'/ TILL TALK! E I WASNI'T! 


SO, AFTER WAITINE TO MAKE CERTAIN Lda 
MEW YORKE FINEST HAVE FICRED Li 4 ! 
HIS CAPTIVES, THE TORCH HEADS es 2 nl 4 AEE 


OVER CENTRAL PARK, AND... ME a 
“CRIME VOES NOT 


PAY“ DIPN'T FIGURE 

ON THE Meia 

AND BIG-BUSINESS, 
WHITE - COLLAR 
GANG BOSSES 


A SILENT COMMAND POUSES JOHNNY'S | [Ca TIOUSLY, THE TORCH EASES TOWIARD | | YOUIRE TOO WELL CROCETTI'S 
FLAME, AND... AN OPEN WINDOW... KNOWN. YOUR FACE | RIGHT, HAMMER. 
ALL I WAS ABLE TO 2 THE TIME HAS COME] | HAS BEEN PLASTERED | YOUR VENDETTA 
A GET OUT OF THAT DD" OVER THE FRONT-  JAGAINST SPIDER 
FLUNKY WAS THIS 


PAGE OF EVERY RAG AN HAS MADE 
IN THIS BURG. À YOU A CELEB/ 


ADDRESS -- ANP THE 
FACT THAT HIS 
|, BOSS 15 KNOWN 
AS “H.” 


YOU'LL ; 
FORGIVE ME NES YOU'RE ALL 
IF T DISAGREE, Va WRONG -- AN' T'LL 
H. PROVE IT... 


SORRY IIM LATE, FELLAS, THE MUMAN PONIT PANIC, YA LOUSY TERKS! 
Z DON'T FIND OUT ABOUT TORCH! HOW'D : : IIVE MESSED WITH SUPER- 
YOUR PARTY UNTIL HALE HE GET WISE TECES CLOWNS BEFORE, T CAN 

AN HOUR AGO, E : HANPLE HIM EASY. 


MAM MERHEAD DON'T DIE 

THAT EASY, PUNK -- AS YOUTRE 

GONNA FIND OUT IF YOU MESS 
WITH ME 


NOW, WHADDAYA 
WANT HERE 2 


E 
"THAT STIRRING SAGA WAS RELATED IN AMAZING SPIDER-MAN (57 THROUGH H/S9-- SALICRUP. 


DIEO FOR. AND THAT A o 
TRAIL LEADS RIGHT “) 
To vou! Ê ; 


I'M FOLLOWING THE MUNSON 2 MUNSON? T THE TOUCH DF À HIVOEN BUTTON, ANP... SOME KIND OF RED- 
YEAR- : HOT PINCER-THINGS 
, T KNOW WHAT ap ur FROM 
' l TH LOOR ! 2d 
M CREEP... É = 2 4 
E º 


. BUT THIS WHOLE 
PENTHOUSE 15 

GUARDED AGAINST 

THE LIKES OF YOU! 


HAMMERHEAP MUST REALLY 2 AND À TRAP LIKE 
SCARED. T GUESS HE'S THIS YOUR 


BE RED. T COULD FRY 
AFRAID SPIDER-MAN WILL JT My WALL-CRAWLING TOYS, WE STILL HAVE SOME m 
COME AFTER HIM... BUPDY BUT GOOP/ BUSINESS TO DISCUSS. 


HAMMERHEAO W 

PON'T NEED THE À 

HELP OF JERKS À 4 
LIKE vou! 


AH-AH-AHH / SORRY, 
KIDDIES, BUT T THINK 
THE POLICE MIGHT 
WAN 


Er 
PS 


7 


4 
4 


YIKES! NOBODY TOLD ME 
HAMMERHEAD WAS 
SUPER-STRONG AS WELL 
AS FUNNY-LOOKING / 


VER AINISHED, TORCH! 
THIS PENTHOUSE HAS 
AUTOMATICALLY SEALED 


SET FIRE TO THÉ 
WHOLE BUILDING / 


NY iT'S JUST A MATTER OF A VA Mo THIS 15 INSANE! HAMMERHERD 7 | 


TIME BEFORE T 
TO SMASH YOU INTA PULP/ IE Mh/ Nai AS: MA 
) | o 


GET CLOSE WAV! , V; D 15 NOTHING MORE THAN A 
GGIA PUNK WHO LUCKEP OUT 


ANP GOT NEAR THE TOP. 


| 
FOR | 
+ 
CHANCE. NONE OF a ] 
YOU SUPER-CREEPS 
CAN STOP ME 
Now” 


HE'IS NOT WHAT YoU!D 
CALL A SUPER-VILLAIN. 
HE SHOULDN'T BE THIS 
Pon OR THIS 
72 FAST: 


> 
OW CAN I STOP HIM É 
KNOW IF HE!S 


N 


AND TILL JUST BET]M SO,LETIS HAVE A BUT LEAVE THE 
IT'S ARTIFICIAL, LITTLE PÉEK UNDER | | MAN UNDERNEATH 
UM THAT ROBE, SHALL | | UNHARMED... 


ANTT HH? do O a) E 


STRENGTH-MAGNIFYING 
EXOSKELETON - - COM- 
PLETE WITH FLESH 


PLATE ON YOUR 


T HAVE TO BE 
REAL CAREFUL 
HERE -" BY CON- q 
TROLLING THE f E okay, So va 
EXACT TEMPERATURE FOUND OUT-- Bl6 
AND EXTENT OF MY DEAL! T HAD THE 
FLAME T CAN BURN 7 TINKERER F BUILD THIS 
OFF HZ ROBE ... SUIT FOR ME 06 T 
COULP PUNCH OUT You 
SUPER -CLOWNS. 


PUNCH OUT Z PUNCH OUT 2 À HAMMERHEAD, HEY! WHADPAYA 
MY, AREN'T WE THE pays YOU Boz E GON THINK YOU'RE 
OVÉR-CONFIDENT BAD- LEARN UT TAKES MORE THA DOIN'! 2 
GUY, THOUGH 7 GA FANCY SUIT AND A TEMPER : ] 
à TO BE IN THE FANTASTIC 
FOUR'S CLASS? En 


1| 


Didi nm) 
Bi E E É m 1 


ins RE ia fe 
(Ei 


LESSON ONE, HAMMY. THAT SUIT 
MAY MAKE YOU ONE TOUGH BAD- 
Guy, BUT IT ALSO PROTECTS YOU 
ENQUGH THAT T CAN USE YOU 
AS A BATTERING RAM TO BUST 
OUT OF YOUR PENTHOUSE ! 


YOUIVE BEEN 
ON TOP OF THE 
e] HEAP TOO LONG, 
KID, THIS 15 
ERE YOU GET 


EC E “ WA 
Vs 5 ; À KNOCKED POWN! 


1 BEEN PUSHED AROUND ALL NOT YOU, NOT | | CAN'T TAKE THIS T'M GONNA SMASH 
MY LIFE. NOBODY GAVE ME SPIDER-MAN! NOT | | MUCH LONGER, IF a ) YOU INTA LITTLE 
NOTHIN! 1 ALWAYS HADDA NOBODY “ I HADNIT DONE O FLAMIN' PANCAKES, 
WORKOUTS WITH a. Beó PUNK. THIS 15 
THE THING, MY eus A LIGHTS OUT / 
INSIDES WOULD 4 
ge FELL-O! SM 


E p— 
ney / Gr AN S 
ásia q 


W ao N E das —— E 
Z s 
” A MINUTE / O 
HEIS NOT FEELING 
RUA IN MY FLAME! THAT = AND THAT GIVES 
IM 7 = MR] |Suir MUST BE — FP ME ONE CHANCE 
- = | df  -- BUT ONLY ONE / 


HEAVILY INSULATED! AEE Of 


I MADE FUN OE HIS 
OVER- CONFIDENCE , ) W W IL 
IDDIT!T à WA HAVE UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 
MANAGED TO MELT ME IN. TIM Be READY TO TALK Z 
INTO Hi$ BACK k 2 
PACK AND FUSE AND BLUE FOR A 
THE POWER Ea 
CIRCUITRY 7 


As : 


E 
vim, 
MA 


mi 
| NI 


IT AIN'T POSSIBLE! HE wy 4 
HIS À |Kicceo my cur! Tee AA dOna 
EXOSKELETON 4 SON ds  OKAY, TINK, THAT'S 
15 SHORTING AE one your Have To 
OUT! E Pay ME BACK FOR... 
BUT RIGHT NOW... 


YOUIRE WHISTLIN' UP THE 
WRONG STREET, HOTSHOT/ 


OD) A ER 

o Ds 
a 
Ea 
au 


LIKE À FALLEN STAR, THE HUMAN TORCH 


PLUNGES TOWARDS THE STREET BELOW, 


ONLY TO FIND. 


dA 
f 
nona 


8 

JUST STAND 

HERE LIKE À 

LUMP WHILE 
HE KILLS 
HIMSELF. 


WA 4 
ei) 


abas; B 


FA 
ARRANGED ESCAPE 
PLAN. 

HAVE EXPECTED IT, 
KNOWING HIS 
RAMPANT PARANOIA 
ABOUT SPIPER-MAN. 
NATURALLY HAMMER- 


HEAD WOULD HAVE 
A FEW QUICK ExITS 
RIGGED. 


NOTHING! NO 
OE HIM / 


SIR 


75 


REED 
Eae de 


& 
AESA E 


y 


k 
o 


OH, WELL. MIGHT AS 


N 


EAS 
E 


NA 
CARÊ OP MR. H'$ PLAYMATES. 4 NAAN N 


NOT BAD FOR A FIRST-TIMER 
TORCH. YOUIVE BAGGED US 


FUPG 
UP? T PON'T 
UNPERSTAND. 


VE 
( 


U 


WOULDN'T BE AT ALL 
SURPRISED IE YOU GET 
SOME KIN 


DATION FOR THIS. 


THANKS, 
LIEUTENANT. 
THAT'ILL BE A 
NICE UTTLE 
REMINDER OF 


= cd 


I DIPNIT COME HERE TO 

PONS, LIEUTENANT. E CAME TO GET 

HAMMERHEAD TO CONFESS TO HIS 

INVOLVEMENT IN À MURDER A GUY T 

USED TO KNOW WAS FRIEO FOR, AND 
HAMMY HAD NEVER HEARP OF HIM. 


D OF COMMEN- 


Lá 


TOO BAD. WISH WE COULD 

HELP, BUT WE!RE SURPRISED 

ENOUGH JUST TO HEAR 

HAMMERHEAD WAS ALIVE 
AFTER THAT CRASH. 


XSEE PAREPEVIL $8/72.--SALICRUP. 


VSAy, WAIT À MINUTE, THOUGH. | 


THAT OTHER SUPER -GUY -- 
LAREDEVIE -- IJST TURNED | 
IN ALL THE AINGLRIN'S 
SECRET RECORDS. * SEEMS 
KINGPIN WAS KEEPING COM- 
PLETE POSSIERS ON EVERY- 
ONE (N THE MOBS. MAYBE 
THAT WILL HAVE SOMETHING 
OF INTEREST TO You £ 


JM HMM. MAYBE 
do IT WILL, 
LIEUTENANT. 

MAYBE IT 


22 E 


AN UNSEASONAL AUTUMN-LIKE CHILL TOUCHES À recai, 
THE UNHALLOWED GROUND DE THE CEMETERY 

BEHIND pad STATE CORRECTIONAL 

FACILITY. 


WHAT Z WAS 
LOOKING FOR, 
MRS. MUNSON. 


VVAÂNCE SAW AN OPPORTUNITY TO SET HIMSELE UP 
AS THE NEW OWNER, SO HE PICKED Ru YOUR 
GEEZER WHo RAN THÉ LIQUOR UckK UPA 
STORE WAS “LAUNDERING “ “FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM, ns DETAILED e PLAN 
4 TO “ROB” THE LIQ 


Cais STORE FO 


SH EVEN SHOWED GEORGIE 
THE GUN, WHICH OF COURSE. 
aÃ HIS AT ALL 

A GUY NAMED MORRIS VANCE, OVER 7 

TO OFF THE OLD GUY. 


' “THEN VANCE JUST BIDED 
ARA) HIS TIME UNTIL GEORGIE 

E om PA DECIDED TO HIT THE STORE 
OR FOR HIMSELF.. 


iai You MEAN -- YOU MEAN YOU 
ANEW Z ALL ALONG YOU KNEW HE 


HE WAS A CROOK AND À MURDERER £ 
BRICKED UP THE WINDOW HE!'D ONCE 


USED TO GET IN. LISTEN, I MAY BE JUST 

AN IGNÓRANT OLD JMMI- 

E DÊNDINE CHARGES, É ENOW NTE ALavE ENEM 

j IN'T, T ALWAYS KNEW 

THIS DOESN'T BRING GEORGIE HÊ'D COME TO NO DO 
BACK, MR$. MUNSON... » A MOTHER, ALWAYS 


da MRS. MUNSON,T-TIM N 
P THAT'S OKAY, SORRY! 1 WANTED YOU 
» ne TORCH. HE TO BELIEVE THAT 
SA BAD BOY, GEORGIE WASN'T A 
WE GEORGIE. FROM | | MUR-- T MEAN T WENT 
ALL THEM OZHER | | DIGSING THROUGH OLD 
RECORDS SO YOU 
se THINK THAT HE 
WAS 


Wo (S MEZ 
Lee) eine 
(656 “Ni MEET. .. 


AMIDST THE CREAK OF OLO PEÃO 
TREES ANP THE RUSTLE OF PRY 
LEAVES, de, PEOPLE SPEAK IN 
netos PERS. . 


AND FOR JOHNNY STORM, THE 
/CY WINDS THAT WHIP AROUND 
THE WALLS DF PEEDEN, FOR À 


MOMENT ARE LESS CHLLING... 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 


Siga es. THE GA DS VU SEUS, 


JOUN BYRNE / JEAN SIMEK / BOB SHAREN JIM SHOOTER 
WORDS AND PICTURES LETTERING COLORS E EDITOR-IN- CHIEF 
INDIA AA 


SALICRUP 
DITOR 
TEEN [ay 


SHAKESPEARE WROTE : 

“SOME ARE BORN GREAT 

SOME ACHIEVE GREATNESS-- 
OME HAVE GRE. ATNESS 


MOL ETA, 
E al 


Ciça CM 
ea 


1) 


“o 
Pr 


e 


ELA 


MA 


[e 


THEN THERE ARE THOSE WHO 
ER FE mea cf É 
E THIS IS THE STORY OF SUCH A MAN, 
THEY HARBOR WITHIN. HE IS L.R. “SKIP“ COLLINS, AND NÉ 


MAY BE THE MOST POWERFUL 
MAN WHO EVER LIVED! 


LOOKING AT HIM, YOU WOULD NOT WITH HIS WIFE LOUISA HE HAS WITH GREAT RELUCTANCE HE IS 
EXPECT TO NOTICE ANYTHING EXTRA- FATHERED FOUR CHILDREN; WITH CAPTAIN OF THE BOWLING TEAM 
ORDINARY. HE HAS THE LOOK OF A THE FIRST CITY BANK OF SKOKIE DOWN AT ACME AGLET. HE LIKES 
MAN MIRED IN MEDIOCRITY, AND HE HAS PURCHASED A MODEST MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL, AND AN 
THAT IS WHAT HE IS. TWO-STORY HOME.» OCCASIONAL BEER WITH THE BOYS. 


TEA 


! 


BUT, SOMETIMES, ROOTED AS HE IS IN PERHAPS ANTIQUATED IDEAS OF THE 1 KNOW ELLy HAS A FULL-TIME 
ROLES ALOTTED TO THE SEXES, HE WISHES LOUISA WOULD TRY A LITTLE JOB JUST e WITH LEROY 


LOOK AT 
THIS MESS! 


Ee: 


/ 
PESA 
BUT SOMETIMES I THINK 


IT WOULD BE NICE IF THIS : 
PLACE WOULD CLEAN ITSELF UP, 


WHEN HE COMES HOME TONIGHT ««. NAKES TO THE SUDDEN ORDER, 

“SKIP"COLLINS WILL ASSUME HIS AND ASSUMES THAT “SKIP"-- EVER 

WIFE FOUND TIME TO DO THE THOUGHTFUL"SKIP'-- HAS DONE THE 
O HOUSEWORK. TIDYING, 


[| | " 


AND KNOWS, FROM 
= 1 PAST EXPERIENCE, 
E THAT EVERYTHING IS 
AND LQUISA, STIRRING IN HER SLEEP AT THE JUST WHERE SHE 
VAGUE FEELING THAT SOMETHING HAS HAPPENED... Pam) WOULD HAVE PUT IT. 


AND'SKIP“HIMSELE REGISTERS ONLY MILD SURPRISE TO 

FIND THE REST OF THE HOUSE, LEFT IN CONSIDERABLE 

DISORDER AFTER LAST NIGHT'S GET-TOGETHER WITH 
THE STANLEYS AND THE DRAKES,.. 


A 
mM 


A 


D ...I5 NOW AS 
NEAT AS HE 


“READING?” AH-- THAT HARPLY 
SEEMS APPROPRIATE MATERIAL 
FOR THE BREAKFAST TABLE. 
YOU KNOW HOW IT WILL 


AND I MAKE SO 
FEW DEMANDS,. 


À TO HIM AT ALL. 
: B o 


ITIS A QUESTION “SKIP“COLLINS IS UNLIKELY 

TO PONDER. “SKIP"IS A MAN WHO AvOIDS 

SUCH QUESTIONS, A MAN WHO CRAVES ONLY 
TOTAL ANONyYMITY. 


DN ——S IS —— = 


I DO WISH YOU WOULDN'T 
TALK BACK LIKE THAT, 
SON. YOUR MOTHER 


WISH HE'D GET 
E A HAIR cur. 


SURPRISE OF A DIFFERENT SORT COMES AT 
FINDING HIS YOUNGEST SON, STILL LIVING AT 
HOME, IN THE KITCHEN ALREADY. 


SA TTTEZS “GOSH” NO 
JUNIOR! GosH]Ã 47 1 AIN'T. 1 
YOU'RE UP ONLY GOT HOME 
“EARLY! A HALF HOUR 
AGO. NOW 


SHADDUP, WiLL 


dr ro, YZ 


Ch EUR 


AND 50 “SKIP'DEPARTS, KNOWING 

THAT THE NEXT TIME HE SEES 

HIS SON NOTHING WILL HAVE 
CHANGED. 


a JENWEC E 
| PERHAPS BECAUSE 
| HE DOES NOT WISH 


| ) TO EXERT TOO 


| STRONG A CONTROL 
A OVER HIS CHILDREN, 


1 
OR, PERHAPS IT 
w IS THAT EVEN THE 
UT, ID GREATEST POWER 
MUST HAVE 
LIMITS. 


ORDINARY HOUSE, BOUND FOR 
His PERFECTLY ORDINARY E: f 


BLITHELY UNAWARE THAT HE 
a Gu ENTRO ANE THE ey 
(9) ) THE EVERY- 

E || DAY TEPIUM OF HIS LIFE IS 
EU HIS OWN CREATION, 


HE DRIVES THE SAME ROUTE HE HAS a O 
DRIVEN FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS. JH 


TES 


a UT 
EE 


= 


= ' 
AND HE THINKS THE |4) hAR. : 
SAME THOUGHTS. ” 


& 
a a 
t (ed | 


| 
3 2 


[ IMAGINE THEN HIS 
CHAGRIN AS HE TURNS 
| À CORNER TO FIND... 
ESTIMA 
ou eroTHER/ A | H T Ls 


TRAFFIC JAM. I'LL 
BE LATE FOR WORK. 


“SKIPÍCOLLINS HAS CONSTRUCTED FOR 

HIMSELF A LIFE IN WHICH THERE IS 

LITTLE ROOM FOR THE OUT-OF-THE- 
ORDINARY, 


am 


[ IF ONLY I'D LEFT A 
HALF-HOUR EARLIER 
I'D HAVE MISSED IT, 


AND IT GECOMES A HALF-HOUR 
EARLIER, SIMPLY BY VIRTUE OF 
THE FACT THAT"SKIP” DESIRES IT SO. 


AND SO, PROMPTLY AT SEVEN- 
FIFTEEN HE PULLS THROUGH 


GRASS I5 LOOKING A 
LITTLE BROWN, 1 


= BANK FOR A NEW 
FERTILIZER. É MULCHER ? 
/ Vi ,, ” 


| WONDER IF THERE'S 
ENOUGH IN THE 


INUELLERS 


MATERMIES 


THE EFFECT ON“sKIP! 
IS NEGLIGIBLE. 


HE IS SIMPLY RELIEVED THAT 
HE WILL NOT, AFTER ALL, BE 
LATE FOR WORK, 


JUST AS HE HAS FOR THOSE SAME 
EIGHTEEN YEARS, A CREATURE OF 
HABIT, IS“SKIP” 


BUT, SOMETIMES THE MOST METICU- | | THERE'S THE SPAR FLISS AND “I SHOULD 
LOUSLY CONSTRUCTED PATTERNS 


CAN BE BROKEN... 


KEY, ON THE RACK. E] BOTHER! I 
DOESN'T DO ME É 
A WHOLE LOT 
a GOOD IN 


SHOULD LEAVE 
THE DOOR UN- 


OLEN? 


Edo 


AND WHO KNOWS? IN SQ FRAIL COLLINS, YOU'VE BEEN 


A PATTERN AS THE ONE SKIP 
HAS CONSTRUCTED FOR HIMSELF, 
ONE DISRUPTION MIGHT LEAD 
TO ANOTHER... 


COLLINS, 60T 


WITH US ALMOST TWENTY 
YEARS NOW, AND WE'VE 
NEVER HAD REASON TO 
FAULT YOUR WORK. 
THAT'S WHY I'VE DECIDED 


TO ASK YOU TO DO ME 
A FAVOR, ” 


1 HAVE A BUSINESS MEET- 
ING IN NEW YORK ON MON- 
DAY MORNING, BUT I ALSO 
HAVE TO BE AT 

MY DALUGHTER'S 

PIANO RECITAL 
IN THE AFTER- 


LITILE 

BABS 

WOULD 

BE REAL 
DISAPPOINTED 
IF 1 MISSEP 
HER RECITAL -- 
SO T'D LIKE 
YOU TO HANDLE 
THAT MEETING. 


* GUESS IT MUST 
HAVE LEFTIT 
OPEN.I SHOULD a PI 
HAVE CHECKED., a > | 
THERE'S AN OLD SAYING: IN THE CASE OF'SKIP“COLLINS THAT 
“NO SOONER SAID, THAN DONE." COULD BE TAKEN AS A FACT OF LIFE. 


Dá = À 2,4) 
e "ss 4 
e. e 


ça LE 
2 


SO, WHILE HIS FELLOW 

EMPLOYEES PLOD THROUGH 

A FULL WEEK, FOR'SKIP"IT IS 

NOW SATURDAY MORNING, AND 
| HE IS NEW YORK BOUND! 


AND DOES “SKIP! WONDER AT THIS SUDDEN | “Z WAS IN SOME OF THOSE TESTS! 
ACCELERATION? NOT AT ALL, “SKIP” [> 
| AND, UNBIDDEN, “skKIP'S” 

MIND ROLLS BACK THE 

YEARS TO REVIEW A 

MUCH YOUNGER VERSICN 

OF HIMSELF IN 1955. 


RARELY WONDERS ABOLITEA ANYTHING. : 
al E 1 ““ 
O a o 3 
E THERE o 


lts 


ele 


ao: A LOT OF 
SOLDIERS WHO 
WERE INVOLVED 


IN NUCLEAR 
TESTS ARE 
MN REAL SICK, 


NO ONE EVEN ASKED WHEN THEY WERE TRUCKED 

TWO HUNDRED MILES OUT INTO THE DESERT, AND 

TOLD TO SIT WITH THEIR BACKS TO THE NORTH AND 
THEIR HANDS OVER THEIR EYES. 


THERE'S A CURIOUS PICTURE: FIFTY 
615 SQUATTING IN THE CHILL DAWN, 
FEELING LIKE JACKASSES, AND 
ALL SURE THEY'D HEARD DESERTS 
WERE SUPPOSED TO BE HOT. 


THE LIGHT HIT THEM FIRST. THAT AWFUL, SEARING 

LIGHT, SO BRIGHT THAT FOR ONE TERRIFYING 

INSTANT, THROUGH HIS TIGHTLY CLOSED EYELIDS, 

“SKIP"COLLINS SAW THE BONES OF HIS FINGERS 
ETCHED AGAINST THE GLARE, 


THEN CAME THE HEAT, ANP 
THE AWFUL, ENDLESS 
BLAST OF SOUND, LIKE 
ALL THE BOMBS “IN THE 
WORLD E cada AT 


NONE OF THEM HAD THE 

SLIGHTEST NOTION OF JUST 

HOW 407 A SMALL PART OF 

THAT DESERT WAS ABOUT 
TO BECOME,,. 


AS SOMEONE, 

SOMEWHERE, 

PRESSED A 
BUTTON 


.. AND FOR JUST À 
MOMENT THE 
GATES OF HADES 
YAWNED WIDE,,. 


BUT THE WORST CAME OVER THE NEXT FEW 

WEEKS, AS HE AND THE OTHERS IN HIS PLATOON 

WERE SUBJECTED TO ALL MANNER OF AYSTIFYING 
ANP EMBAPASSING EXAMINATIONS. 


EVENTUALLY 

THEY WERE ALL 

PASSED AS UN- 
AFFECTED. 


SuIP“HAD DECIDED NOT TO 
TELL THEM ABOUT THE ODD 
BUZZING ME'D DEVELOPED IN 
THE BACK OE HIS SKULL ,,, 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS LATER, THAT BUZZING IS NEW YORK, NEW YORK : “SKIP“REVELS IN THE 
STILL THERE, THOUGH "SKIP“HARDLY NOTICES SO MUCH CITY THEY SIGHTS AND SOUNDS 
IT THESE DAYS. N HAD TO NAME IT AND SCENTS OF 
WICE. THIS ULTIMATE 


À METROPOLIS, 
CERTAINLY NOT OVEK THE , 


POUNDING OF HIS HEART AS 
HE CHECKS INTO HIS HOTEL RN 
ROOM e VI [º) X 


nt 
Pr, 


ia — .N/ 


-- AND PREPARES TO FULFILL A 

LIFE-LONG FANTASY -- TO PLAY 

TOURIST IN PERHAPS THE GREATEST 
CITY IN THE WORLD! 


NEW YORK IS A LITTLE PIECE A / PAR: o A [| DIM ano, LIKE ALL visiToRS 
OF HOME TO EVERYONE, AND é À] HERE, HIS FOOTSTEPS 


"SKIP“LOVES IT EVEN MORE À ; | in | AR | EVENTUALLY BRING HIM 
THAN HE'D EXPECTED, : Ih | ] | ã [| TO A CERTAIN AVENUE, 


À 


AND ONE PARTICULAR LANDMARK ..« THE FANTASTICO FOUR! WOULDN'T, 


ILLED IF Í COULD 5 
"THE BAXTER BUILDING, RENOWNED AS THE Er a Vi a 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE FANTASTIC FOUR, WAS SEEN THEM IN ACTION: OR 
BUILT IN 1461 By MILLIONAIRE INDUSTRIALIST EVEN G0T ONE 0F 
JACKSON LEIGH BAXTER. THEIR AUTO-- 
"ALTHOUGH THE STRUCTURE HAS BEEN GREATLY 
MODIFIED AND STRENGTHENED BY REED 
RICHARDS, LEADER OF THE FE, IT Pon, my Gosh! 
STILL REMAINS A REMARKABLE * THAT COUPLE, IT! 
EXAMPLE OF THE 
| "BUILDING BLOCK” 
SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURAL 
DESIGN. " 


PN 


AO 
JE 4 
» [0 ca 
sos BR) 
á É 1 WONDER 
IF 1 DARE 
FOLLOW THEM? 


SO, FOLLOW HE DOES, FOR 
THE BEST PART OF AN 
HOUR, AS REED RICHARDS 
AND HIS WIFE SUSAN WEND 
THEIR CASUAL WAY THROUGH 
W YORK o 


LIKE A LIVING RED SEA THE WALL / Yi 
OF ONLOOKERS PARTS BEFORE THE | | TO FALL DOWN IF ANYONE INDIA 
FAMOUS COUPLE, AND... SO MUCH AS BLOWS ON !T. 


FIREMAN ! SOME OF HER FRIENDS 
IS THERE DARED THAT GIRL TO GO 
ANYTHING INSIDE. SOMEHOW SHE 
WE CAN GOT PAST THE SECURITY 
DO? GUARDS AND CLIMBED 
E OUT ON THAT LEDGE. 

NOW SHE'S 700 

SCARED TO JUMP 

TO MY MAN UP 

THERE, AND WE 

CAN'T MANELVER 

CLOSE ENOUGH 

TO JUST GRAB dl 


B0Y, AM 1 GLAD TO VV AS NIVA) 
REED, SEE YOU. THAT D/ANAR O ONE, Just 
LOOK! THAT BUILDING IS JUMP? 
LITTLE GIRL SCHEDULED TO BE 


UP THERE! É | DEMOLISHED TODAY, 


SAY NO MORE, CHIEF. 


FERE DE THE LEDGE! IT'S 


CRUMBLING UNDER 
HER WEIGHT! 


DON'T WORRY! * 
I'VE GOT you! 


THERE NOW, YOU'LL 
BE ALRIGHT-- 
PROVIDED YOU DON'T 
60 PLAYING ANY- 
WHERE ELSE 
YOU'RE NOT 


AB! à SURGE OF SUPPOSED TO. 


ENERGY RIPPLES 


ALTERED CELLS, 
AND REEZ 
RICHARD'S 
ELASTIC FORM 
STRETCHES OUT... 


BUT AS MR. FANTASTIC DEPOSITS ESP 
THE SHAKEN YOUNGSTER SAFELY ; 
ON THE GROUND, AND RECOVERS 


His DISCARDED OUTER GARB.. 
Fa 


Ws7Z7:, 


THERE'S NO WAY 
EVERYONE COULD 
GET CLEAR IN 
TIME-- THE 
DEBRIS WILL 


COVER MOST 
OF THE BLOCK. 


DA 


ET 


' 
E 


A 


LIT 


y 


THE BUILDING! 
IT'S COLLAPSING! 


LIKE SOMETHING Ea A 


MADMAN'S DREAM, A 
IMPOSSIBLE TIDAL WAVE OF 


STONE AND STEEL HURTLES 


TORWARDS THE ONLOOKERS, 


Es. 
x A ) 


BUT NOT 
IF 1 THROW 
UP AN 
INVISIBLE 
FORCE- 


SAME TIME 
TURNING MY 4 
STREET CLOTHES 
INVISIBLE AND YOU DID IT, 
MY COSTUME SUE. YOUR 
UNDER THEM FORCEFIELD 
VISIBLE. STOPPED IT/ 


COMES A SOUND LIKE 
THE POPPING OF 


RR tHousaNos or rouari 


OF JULY FIRECRACKERS,.. 


f 


TU) BUT DOES NOT 
REACH THEM ... 
(ma 

.", ' sE 


NOW, QUICKLY, | NO PROBLEM FOR MY 
FORCE-FIELD SCOOP 
TO PUSH THE DEBRIS 

RUBBLE/ ASIDE. BUT WHAT'S 

HURRY! THE RUSH? 


THAT BUILDING DID NOT FALL ON Ano ir's st | [Not Just THE LOOK UP 
ITS OWN ACCORD. DIPN'T YOU FEEL GOING ON, LOOK | | STREET, MRS. THERE! 
ANYTHING, JUST BEFORE COL= AT THE GROUND | | RICHARDS,.. 
LAPSE? À STRANGE VERTIGO, AS sUE/ 
IF SOMETHING WAS DISTURBING 
THE BALANCE | E 
or your fá 
INNER EAR? ( 


YES, NOW 
THAT YOU 


MENTION IT, IT'S VIBRATING -- N / 
1 DID FEEL AS IF THE STREET je É q 
SOMETHING... WERE TREMBLING... [2 —— li 


LIKE THE IMAGE IN A a 1h Rss CRC A NAO SO 

REFLECTING POOL THE À a 7 CNN RS 4 

MIGHTY TOWERS SEEM ND / + us AT 2 
TO SHIMMER... |) y 

/ ; / Ny 


|. THEN SHATTER! | 


FAN i EA YA - E YZ 
AV RR É = 


V 


“uu. 


. 
... aa 


y 
f 


Ná 


NY) 


STRIKING THE 
BUILDINGS ! 


WE'VE GOT TO GET BACK 
TO THE BAXTER BUILDING! 
MY EQUIPMENT MAY BE 
ABLE TO ANALYZE THIS 
PHENOMENON... 


REED AND SUE 
ARE LEAVING. 
1 THINK T'D BE 
WISE TO FOLLOW 
THEM! 


BuT-- 
EVEN IF you 
= CAN FIND OUT 
WHAT IT IS er. 
e = | WHAT CAN WE 
no DO TO STOP IT? 


= ID AS “SKIP'COLLIN pa 
= TS OUT AFTER THEM ... PR 
FE 
INKIN' 
THAT'S IT, MICK. ONE'S | SURE AN' IT AIN'T LIKE THE R 


ALL PART OF 
ALL I ALLOW MYSELF, / OLD DAYS, BEN, WHEN y0U E LOST THEIR POT-O'- 
AN' ME WAS HANGIN' OUR N 


NOT FAR AWAY, IN CLANCY'S IRISH PUB,. 


HIDES OVER THE EDGE, UP 
IN THE HIGH DESERT À 


o 


GOLD. WHAT COUL 
BE... dá 


ta a Rm = 
Sa ( : HEY! LookiT VINI E qu 
LOTTA THINGS Sil À | | MY GLASS--IT'S a Hi mesa b: 


a “BM BUT BEFORE MICK 
US = ITS LONESOME, Pa l/| CLANCY CAN FINISH,. 
AQUARIO 


é EARTHQUAKE 
id NOTHIN'! FEELS LIKE 
WE JUST BEEN DROP- 


KICKED BY GALACTUS! 8 


WITHIN SECONDS, CLANCY'S BUT, THANKS TO THE THING, ITS TWO OCCUPANTS 
IRISH PUB 15 TRANSFORMED - MÓ EMERGE RELATIVELY UNSCATHED... 
INTO A SHAPELESS PILE SRA 

OF RUBBLE... A”, a 4 


Pr > q 
/4 BEN... YOU 
PV) f f 
À d 


YEAH, WELL - ER 
REMEMBER 

THAT NEXT Aê ç 
TIME YOU'RE | 77 


WATERIN' THE DAR, ef 
WHIS...KEYis PEN. 


THE THING'S GRUFF BASS VOICE 
DROPS TO IVERING WHISPER,. 


À 


CLANCY'S WAS NOT Ê 
THE ILD THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
AGREO Ens LIES BEFORE HIM A 


“a Es 


HIS SENSES REEL, REFUSING 
FOR LONG MINUTES TO eh, 
ACCEPT WHAT THEY PERCIEVE... RESSANEENE 


Es 


d DETECT THE DISTANT ES 
MOANS OF THE DYING.. E 


NOT LONG AGO, NOR FAR AWAY, IN 
THE MODEST APARTMENT OF 
FRANKIE RAYE... 


1 DON'T KNOW 
HOW MANY MORE 
WAYS 1 CAN SAY| 
IT, FRANKIE, 1 À 
JÚST HAVEN'T 
BEEN HAPPY fm 
SINCE WE A 

SPLIT UP 


FRANKIE, PLEASE! JUST GIVE ME 
THE CHANCE TO PROVE MY LOVE-- 
GIVE ME THE CHANCE TO SHOW 
YOU ONCE AND FOR ALL THAT you 
MEAN MORE TO ME THAN BEING 
JOHNNY STORM, BOY SUPER HERO! 


su 


V 


)Z 


BUILDING'S f 
SHAKING! By 


DDENL 
irá 


JOHNNY, 
IT'S 
COLLAPSING, 


> WANT TO BELIEVE 


YOU, JOHNNY. 1 REALLY 
/ DO. BUT HOW CAN I BELIEVE 
THAT THE YUMAN TORCH 
COULD BE SADDENED By 
THE LOSS OF A MERE MORTAL? 


GOTTA DO 
SOMETHING! 
LIKE ME USING t 
MY FLAME, BUT... 7 


Á 


Nm 
Tu ) 
My) 


mA, 


AS 


= 
= 


Es 


= 


HANG ON, 
SR FRANKIE ! 


FRANKIE, 
vou STAY 


THOSE 
| OTHER PEOPLE... 
THEY WERE 
THROWN OUT BY 

| N THE 'QUAKE Too! 

DOING IT WITH 
PEOPLE IS A LOT 

MORE RISKY... 


0d eur THEY'RE 
O AS GOOD AS 
DEAD ANYWAY... 


ROUND AND ROUND THE TORCH FLIES, I/: BY SLOWLY SHIFTING HIS FLIGHT, JOHNNY CARRIES THE 
AND... SURVIVORS TO RELATIVE SAFETY, THEN... 
ig NEW YORK IS 


BUILT ON SOL 


Z BEDROCK! 
ING!) Pl S 


A WÓRA 
PAS D o 


o 


IM CREATING 
A CUSHION OF HOT 
AIR, BOUYIN 

THEM UP. 


OVER A CITY SUDDENLY TRANSFORMED INTO A SCENE FROM THE AND, UNNOTICED BY JOHNNY, ON THE 
INFERNO FLIES THE HUMAN TORCH,.. STREET FAR BELOW, 


a. 


mess OH, THIS I5 


Sr DREADFUL:! DREAD- 
FUL! 1 WANTED TO 

k SEE THE FANTASTIC 
FOUR IN ACTION... 


= Mean 


mm 


COMING AT LAST WITHIN SIGHT OF. Wma L.BUT NOT ' 
THE RE-INFORCED STRUCTURE OF | LIKE THIS! 
THE BAXTER BUILDING, STANDING NOT LIKE o 


UNTOUCHED IN THE CARNAGE,,. THIS! 


YOU SAY THEN 
— PRLgeA eo NO) Gmamção BRR ) pestiuénen 
3 DESTRUCTIO 
REED, WHAT'S [el SHUDDUP, KID. BIG Rc 
HAPPENING? / 9 BRAIN'S ON THE EFFECT? =! CURTAIN SOURCES INFORM 


EA 5 THAT MOSCOW HAS ROM ALL OVER 
or O O O RA SEEN LEVELED. THE WORLD. 
GOT HIT, TOO! y 


EEE == 
= EDS 
77 THE 
PRESIDENT WAS 
f VISITING FRIENDS 
PA IN CALIFORNIA -- 
AND THE WHOLE 


WEST COAST HAS 


Doo SENT. 
Res <a | | | | | 
1 ALREADY HAVE SEVERAL THEORIES ON WHAT MAY 
HAVE CAUSED THIS, MISTER SECRETARY. I'LL 
GET TO WORK ON IT RIGHT AWAY. RICHARDS OUT. 
BEN-- YOU AND THE OTHERS DO WHAT YOU CAN 
TO HELP OUT IN THE ClTy. AS SOON AS I HAVE 
Domus, SOMETHING T'LL SIGNAL YOU WITH 
OUR FLARE. 


MOMENTS LATER, THREE SECTIONS OF A REMARKABLE 
FOUR-PART CRAFT LIFT FROM THE ROOFTOP HANGAR. 


WE'LL USE THE OLD 
FANTASTICAR. IT 
AIN'T GOT THE 
GET-UP AN' 60 

OF JOHNNY'S 
SOUPED UP 
VERSION, 


YOU JUST BE SURE YOU DO 
THAT, RUBBER MAN. WE 
AIN'T THE FANTASTIC 
ONE, REMEMBER ! 


DB AND ICAN 
E? CONSERVE My 
FLAME IN 
CASE I NEED 
IT AT FULL 
STRENGTH. 


a sp 
M LE. 
BEN, PLEASE! TES NC | WE'LL BE ABLE TO GET INTO 
JUST GO: TIGHTER SPOTS BETTER. 


THERE GO THREE OF THEM! 
OH, I FEEL SO USELESS/ 


CANNA 
N 


IF THERE WAS ONLY SOME- 
WHERE I COULD GO-- SOME 
WAY I COULD BE OF HELP. 


TO THEM! 


OMIGOSH! THE 
SUBWAY! OF 


COURSE! THEY O 


MUST HAVE 

HEARD A TRAIN 

PASSING JUST 

AS THE QUAKE 
HIT! 


IT'LL TAKE 

THEM GOURS 
TO DIG 

THROUGH. 


BUT, HOW 
COULD SOMEONE 
LIKE ME HELP THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR? 


DIGGING INTO THAT 
COLLAPSED SECTION 
OF ROADWAY..? 


PERHAPS SIMPLY By BEING VA 
IN THE RIGHT PLACE. 


/ 


o Sy 
RR PS! 


UP 
you YAHOOS! 


GOTTA CONTROL WHILE 


IN ANOTHER PART OF THE 


MY FLAME STRICKEN CITY, SUSAN STORM 


EXACTLY! THERE RICHAR 
MAY BE BURST , 

GAS MAINS = 

OR WORSE! 


BUT I CAN 
BURN 
THROUGH IN 
SECONDS! 


DS DOES HER PART... 


UNDER THE SUDDEN ASSAULT 
OF MOTHER NATURE THE 
GREAT CITY OF NEW YORK 
BECOMES A SINGLE 
ORGANISM... 


AN ORGANISM WITH 
BLT ONE PURPOSE : 


“ts 
2 aos 
4 É 
NS Ei, a) hp, 
4) 


URRYy 
you PEOPLE! 
HURRY/ 


P THAT FREIGHTER'S 
X  SNAGGED IN THE 

À JUNK FROM THAT 
NEON) coLLaPSED SECTION 
AS OF THE BRIDGE 


kK! THE SUPPORT TOWERS 
HAVE SHIFTED! THE RIVERBED 
ST HAVE GIVEN WAYy/ 


DON'T THINK 1 CAN HOLD 
iT;e BUT IF I DON'T IT'ILL 
DROP ON THAT FREIGHTER,, 


4 /» 
Sd 
fi 


IT'LL TAKE “EM TO WORK 
THEMSELVES FREE... 


BUT THIS WHOLE 
SIDE OF THE 

BRIDGE IS LIKELY 

TA FALL ON 'EM 


ENTRO 
===)7 


MY GOODNESS.u 
THE THING! BUT 
HE LOOKS IN 
DISTRESS,u? 


Nr 


BUT THAT 
LEAVES YOURS 
TRULY SUPPORTIN' 
THE WHOLE WEIGHT 
A OF THE BRIDGE! 


HAVE ANY TROUBLE 


WITH THOSE CABLES,. 


4, NH: HEY-- WHAT 
GIVES? FEELS 


IS GETTIN' 
CIGHTER! (RR 


4 - Pi. * 
| FRA 
O (d 17///7/7) ES 
Di AUD EN: 


FOR A MOMENT THE 
STONE MISSILE SEEMS 
TO HANG MOTIONLESS,, 


THEN, LIKE THE ARM OF SOME A É -CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY DOWN INTO THE MURKY 
VENGEFUL GOD... NAS y FOUR HUNDRED WATERS PLUNGES THE 
; E ra RR ==. POUNDS 0F THING ee 
a Pd > | Soo a 


4 ML, da BRIDGE--BUT 
Ed . ; 
+» PLUNGES BENEATH qm 7 HERE'S 
THE WAVES... 


DISPONDENT, EE J Ea THE WHOLE PLANET HAS BEEN 
THE THING MR 3 DELUGED WITH GRAVITY WAVES, 
STRUGGLES PE E | REED, YA DIDIT? YA ORIGINATING SOMEWHERE FAR GE- 
= FIGGERED OUT WHAT'S YONO THE SOLAR SYSTEM. IT'S 
SURFACE... E = GOIN' ON? AS THOUGH SOME INCREDIBLE 
ate = FORCE WAS USING GRAVITY AS À 
KIND OF SONAR TO PROBE THE 
EARTH. 
HE RR 
THINKS NEW YORK SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN 
SO BEN-- THE WORST HIT BECAUSE THE 
JUST AS A BUT IT'S SO...| | EFFECT NARROWED OR 
FAMILIAR SIGNAL RA so “FOCUSED” HERE. 
LIGHTS THE SMOKE- HORRIELE! sat 
BLACKENED SKY... d 


OUR 
FLARE! 


E 
7 


" y ma n” as q E 
Ez NÃ , THE PROBE 
| O) FS BUT THE 


) THE MEANING 
DESTRUCTION NE (a E 
STO EN RS 5 Elen 
IGGERED , GENERATED F | 
OUT WHAT CAUSED RODE REGA 


; WITHIN THE EARTH | É TAN ATTACK EROM 
THE "QUAKES. ITSELF, BEN. O AN - OUTER SPACE? 


THEY'RE LAUNCHING INTO 


OUTSIDE, THE BAXTER 
| SPACE--LEAVING THE 


BUILDING STANDS 
SERENLY AGAINST THE 
HORROR AROUND IT, 


EARTH BEHIND! FOR THEM 
TO BE RUNNING AWAY THE 
PLANET MUST BE DOOMED! 


LS 
5 ” THIS IS 
TERRIBLE/ 


» 


Lili SUL do 5 ; O Errereemrerro! A td 
— NNSTTPLTEECO 


ERR 
[EFENPNRET O] 
e 
n 


h ULO H a] j 
[El NEM 
“IT SHOULD NEVER HAVE HAFPENED.” 
LIKE THE FUTILE PRAYER 
0F A SMALL CHILD 
TRYING TO UNDO A WRONG-- 
IMAKE 17 NEVER WAS” 


THE FANTASTIC 
FOUR'S ROCKET! 


SOMEWHERE DEEP 
WITHIN THE RADIATION- 
ALTERED BRAIN OF 
“SKIP” COLLINS THE 
PsycHiC MECHANISM 
KICKS INTO OVER-DRIVE,., 


THE POWER SURGES OUT OF HIM, 


IRRESISTIBLE WAVES OF INCREDIBLE 
ENERGY RIPPLE ACROSS THE ClTY,.. 


& ,.. ACROSS THE STRUCTURE OF 
? SPACE AND TIME ITSELF. 


AND IN A RESURRECTED AND WHAT? MY AND LOOK AT THE TIME! IF | | AND SO “SKIP” 
SOMEHOW STRANGELY GOODNESS--I MUST| | I DON'T HURRY BACK TO COLLINS MOVES 
PEACEFUL NEW YORK... HAVE BEEN DAY- MY HOTEL AND GET OFF INTO THE 
DREAMING! CHANGED I'LL BE LATE GATHERING DUSK 1 
, FOR THAT BROADWAY SHOW! 

MISTER WILKINS GAVE ME 


VAGUELY 
AWARE 

THAT THE 
ANNOYING 
BUZZ IN 

His HEAD 
IS GONE. 


7 MANAGE TO WALK W | IT WILL NEVER 
ALL THE WAY BOTHER HIM 
OVER HERE? 


HOWEVER, HIGH ABOVE THE AT APOGEE, 
NORTH POLE, AND, SADLY, E STRETCH. NOW 
BEYOND THE EFFECT OF, Ze » 
“SKIPYCOLLINS! “MIRACLE”, ' 


ADJUST COURSE 
NINETY DEGREES TO 
THE PLANE OF THE 
ECLIPTIC, BEN. WE'RE 
GOING STRAIGHT UR 


INSIDE THE | REED, THE EMERGENCY | | HOLY COW! WHERE'D 

HURTLING  |TRANSÍISSION FREQUENCY | | ALL THESE ROCKS 

PASSENGER | HAS GONE DEAD! IT'S COME FROM? THEY 

MISSILE, ÀS IF SOMEONE JUST | | AIN'T ASTEROIDS. 
SWITCHED 1T gs 

0E, 

IMPOSSIBLE, E a + 4 

SIS! ONLY THE ES Rs pos 3) COULD 

PRESIDENT EO SIA NEAR GALACTUS 

CAN DO THAT, PARA ENES E Poe" py B 

AND HE 'S,w CNA ; 

MISSING. 4 


ZA 
Ka GI" 


THINK SO, EM 
uE ; 


a a ne eet THEY ARE A N 
A po FRAGMENTS OF NA ú 
PA NO TIME | ú E DESTROYED PLANETS! ME 
ZA . 7 THEY'RE BEING SWEPT , 
: TO WORRY N NO REASON TO 
É À ALONG BY THE GRAVITY PROBE EARTH 
E WAVES FROM THE OBJECT c 5! BUT WHATEVER 
WE'RE APPROACHINA ! z IT IS 


IT LIES AT THE HEART 
OF THAT CLOUD OF 
GASES. 


I DON'T UNDERSTAND 


YOUR REFERENCE, BEN 


IF IT'S A JOKE OF 
SOME KIND IT'S 
POORLY TIMED. 


um ad / 
Bo (STA 


NOW, DEPLOY 
WINGS. WE'RE 
IN THE ATMOSPHERE 
INSIDE THIS 


4 Ai; REED, LOOK 
(3 OUTSIDE! THOSE 
da MASSIVE,. TENDRILS, 
THEY LOOK DEAD. 
DECAYING/ 


THEY ARE, SUE. MY SENSORS 

INDICATE WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED 

SOME KIND OF BIZARRE ECOLOGICAL 

SYSTEM --A B/0-VERSE-- AND 
IT'S DYING! 


TURBULENCE 
COMIN'! UP, REED. 
GRAVITY METER 
SHOWS WE'RE 
HEADIN' DOWN 
TOWARDS 
SOMETHING. 


REED WHAT IN Es ? 
THE LD, 1ÊS 
na 


B 


TELL ME 


1 AIN'T SEEIN' 


CLOUD OF GASES? 
HEY-- WHAT IS THIS, 
REED? A LEFTOVER 

SPECIAL EFFECT 

FROM STAR TREK? 


SLOW OUR DESCENT, BEN. 

FORWARD SCAN SHOWS 

WE'LL SOON BE CLEAR 
OF THE CLOUD, 


LOOK AT WHAT 
WE'RE UP 
AGAINST. 


DO YOU, BEN GRIMM? 


SAY IT AIN'T 50, 
STRETCHO! 


WHAT I'M ED) AA 


BUT YOU ARE, THING. AND, IF 
You SURVIVE, IT IS A SIGHT 
You WILL NEVER FORGET,.. 


CREATURES OF 
THE THIRD PLANET -- 
NEAR ME! T HAVE TRACKED 
MY ENEMY HERE ACROSS 
THE BOUNDLESS REACHES 
OF THE COSMOS. 


NOW, TZ MEAN 
TO DESTROY HIM, 
ANE ALE YOUR 

NY WoRe 


UA So 
ed. Ad ps 


A Ny és dá a 
é A si f da 
we ASS 
o: 
PEA 
| Hui 
(8) 


1 AGAINST LIVING BLANET 


É By THE 
| comics 
| CoDE 
a 


THE WORLOS GRI S 7 A MAGAZINE! 


é 
tm, 


C 1981 MARVEL 
COMICS GROUP 


Tó A 


EGIRNE ANP SOSEND - 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 


Stan ge THE (EAV ZALS JUL SEUDUIIRE, 


JOHN BYRNE 
WORDS AND PICTURES 


IN THE YEARS SINCE AM 
EXPOSURE TO COSMIC RAYS 
TRANSEORMED THE ERSTWHIE 
TEST PILOT INTO AN AMBUL A- 
TORY PILE OF ORANGE ROCKS 
HE HAS BEEN TO THE FAR 
REACHES OF THE UNIVERSE. 


THE GENTLEMAN 5 NAME !5 BEN GRIMM, 
AND, AS THE THING HE 15 ONE QUARTER 
OF THE FAR-FABLED FANTASTICO FOUR. 


MEMAS SEEN MANY PASS 
E A STRANGE SIGHT... 
a q 


5 Ex = 


Edema BUT NONE SO ' d Me Lip fo GOTTA KEEP 
STRANGE AS HS? | 2 


MOVIN! IF 1 STOR Sul E 1 MAY NEVER 
EVEN FERA 4 > GET STARTED 


SECOND-- AGAIN! 
AND IT'S SO BLASTED WATCH IT, BENJY BOY. V/ 
CHANGE BEN GRIMM'S OUTWARO HOT. I ALMOST FER- THE HEAT AND PRESSURE ; 1) ) 
APPEARANCE. THE THING HAS THE GIT WHAT IT'S LIKE ARE GETTIN' TO aço ASI A 


STRENGTH OF MANY MEN. TA BE COOL, ANY- , 
BODY'D THINK 1 YER STARTIN' 
j WAS WALKIN! IN TA 50 BANANNAS! 
BUT HERE, IN THIS A FIREPLACE, 
LUNATIC'S NIGHT- ai gli 
MARE VE A PLACE, pain 
HE PLODS AS (E , , . 
EACH STEP WERE 
AS MUCH AS HIS 
STRENGTH COULD 
MAN, 


THE COSMIC RAYS DID MORE THAN. 


THIS GOOP 
UNDERFOOT DON'T 1 
HELP MATTERS MUCH, 
IT'S ALL GOOEY AND a 
STICKY. IT'S LIKE a á HEARD OF A 
TRYIN' TA WALK IN 7 | | FIREPLACE IN 
EARWAX/ ms Es á THE EAR? 


GOTTA HAUL THIS SUCKER 
ALL THE WAY DOWN, DOWN 
TA TH' CORE, IF I FAIL, 
I LET DOWN THE WHOLE 
FRIGGIN' EARTH! 


BUT IT'S SO HOT 
AN' THE PRESSURE! 
IF 1 DIDN'T HAVE 


AN! I'M THE ONLY 
ONE WHO CAN DO IT, 
NOW, THE OTHERS 
ARE GONE. THERE'S 
ONLy ME LEFT. 


ANO, AS HE PAUSES, 
THE THING'S MIND, 
FLASHING WITHOUT 


S'NO GOOD, I GOTTA ORDER ACROSS COUNT- 
REST. JUST FER A MINLITE LESS JUMBLEO THOUGHTS, 
BEFORE 1 COLLAPSE, TURNS BACK ,.. 


ROCKS INSTEADA SKIN 
I'D BE PANCAKED 
FER SURE By NOW. 


HOW LONG AGO DID IT BEGIN? COULD IT REMLLY 


HAVE BEEN LESS THAN 4 DAY AGO THAT HE WAS 
SITTING IN MICK CLANCY'S IRISH PUB IN ' 
MANHATTAN? THE TALK HARD BEEN OF THE OLD f. 
DAYS, WHEN HE AND MICK HAD BEEN TEST PILOTS ' ' 


LOTTA THINGS 
CHANGED SINCE 
THEN, MICK. 


n 
EE | Sú mal 


e) 2/7 54/047 PEMCEFUL 
REMINISCENCE 
CANNOT LAST» 


THE HORROR |5 NOT TO END 
THERE. EMERGING FROM THE 
RUBBLE THEY FIND... 


HOLY CATS! THE 
WHOLE CITY'S BEEN 
HIT. WHAT IS THIS? 
WORLO WAR 
THREE 2 


DEL e AR 
SED DA 
WITHIN MINUTES, THE THING HAS JOINED HIS THREE 
PARTNERS, MISTER FANTASTIC, THE INVISIBLE GIRL, 
AND THE HUMAN TORCH AT THEIR HEADQUARTERS 
IN THE BAXTER BUILDING. 


ANY IDEA HE'S FOUND IT'S 
WHAT'S OUT WHAT IT HORRIBLE. 
HAPPENIN'? I5, BEN. 


THESE 
EARTHQUAKES NJ 
= ARE NOT A NATURAL 
OCCURANCE. 


E ARE 


Zed 

a PART OF AN 
ATTACK 

FROM OUTER 
SPACE! 


À LARTHQUAKE! 


"WITH THE SUDDENNESS OF À THUNDERBOLT, THE WORLO 
AROUND THEM TURNS MÃO... 
BEN! IT'S AN o. j 
7] 


EARTHQUAKE 
NUTHIN'! FEELS 
LIKE WE JUST GOT 
DROP-KICKED By 


AND EVEN THE FEARLESS 

THING HAS TO TREMEBCLE 

AT THE SIGHT AND SOUNDS 
OF THE HOLOCAUST...X 


REACTING TO REED RICHARD 'S DISCOVERY, THE 
FOUR LALNCH INTO SPACE, ONLY TO ENCOUNTER, 


REED, WHAT |5 TEL 
THIS PLACE? Os ' 
THIS STRANGE i 
CLOUD OF 
GASES? THOSE 
TENDRILS? 


IT'S SOME 
KIND OF 
INCREDIBLE 
BIO- VERSE, 


AND MY INSTRUMENTS 
SHOW THE TENDRILS ARE 
DECAYING +.» DYING/ 


BUT YOL] 
ARE, BEN! 


d [4 

REED, WHAT IN IT LOOKS AS IF IT'S I'M SEEIN'? You ARE: 
HEAVEN'S NAME ALIVE. BUTIT CAN'T NT 
IS THAT? BE/ IT JUST CAN'T! ; : Rn 


THEN, À VOICE THAT RUMEBLES AV 
ACROSS THE BIO-VERSE ASA W : 
GRINDING OF WORLOS.., N 


Vs 
AW/ cecárures 0F 
IN 74E 7HIRO PLANET, 
MEED ME! 


ACROSS THE 
BOUNDCESS REACHES 
DE THE COSMOS 1 HAVE 

SOUGHT HE WHO 15 | 

MY ENEMY! 


Fito 
— Rd ii 


Z AM 
THE LIVING 
PLANET, 


NOW Z MEAN TO eh À & 44H 


DESTROY YOUR 
WORLD ANO ALE !TS 
À 7EEMING PODULACE! 


"ANO TZ AM 
DEATH! 


HOLY cow! 
WE'VE BEEN HIT 
By SOME KINDA 

FORCE- BLAST 

OUTTA HIS 

EYES! 


NO TIME TO 
PUT UP OUR 


MY INVISIBLE 
FORCE-FIELD 


so POWERFUL 


ha ei 


WITH SURPRISING SPEED AND PRECISION, 
THE THING'S BULKY PAWS FLASH 
ACROSS THE CONTROL SURFACES, 


FROM THE SUDDENLY RELUCTANT 


po UR piá - 
RADAR 


N 


WAIT! 


“/ SOMETHING IS 
STOPPING IT! 


Ra THAT ENERGY GOT 


THROUGH“ 


BIRD'S GOT THE 
AERODYNAMICS 
| OF A BRICK! 


» 


a 


WE'VE LOST 
ARTIFICIAL 


INCREDIBLE! WE ARE 

LOOKING AT THE SKIN 

OF A LIVING BEING THE 
SIZE OF A PLANET! 


SPARE US THE 
TRAVELOG, WILL 
YA STRETCH? 


IF THAT SKIN DON'T 
GROW SOMETHIN' LIKE 
À RUNWAY REAL QUICK 
WE'RE GONNA MAKE A 
NASTY HOLE IN IT! 


LEAVE THAT +» ” 


TO ME, THING. 


THE THING GUIDES THE 
LANDING... - 


CAREFUL, MY 
DARLING, THE 
DECAYING 
SURFACE IS 
SLIPPERY AND 
TREACHEROUS 
UNDER FOOT, 


ES 


ao 


De: 


N O IF REED IS RIGHT-- 
SS 


q 
ANS 


NE 


R 


BM Look AT THIS PLACE! q THE SCENERY 
E IT'S LIKE SOMETHING KEEPS SHIFTING 
E OUTTA "BROOMMILDA”. AND CHANGING! 


s 
FREELY THROUGH 
SPACE/ pe 


BUT IT'S 
BEYOND THE 
HORIZON! IT MUST 
BE HUNDREDS OF 
MILES TALL, REACHING 
OUTSIDE EGO'S 
ATMOSPHERE ! 


SOMETHING 
FAMILIAR ABOUT 


REST OF US, 
BIG BRAIN? 


THIS IS NO TIME FOR YOUR PECULIAR 

SENSE OF HUMOR, BEN. WE MUST 

EXAMINE THAT ENGINE. IF WE 

CAN FIND A WAY TO DEACTIVATE 

IT WE CAN AT LEAST DELAY EGO'S 
ASSAULT ON EARTH, 


QUICKLY, BEN, PULL 
THE PORTABLE SKY- 
CYCLES FROM THE AFT 

LOCKER. 


Es 


BEFORE THE STARTLED EVES OF THE 
FANTASTICO FOUR THE SURFACE AND AIR 
OF THE PLANET SWIRL AND CHANGE» DB 


Ap il 


Vê 


WITH IT HE 

SOUCHT TO BANISH 

ME TO THE GREAT 

DARK OF INTER- 

STELLAR SPACE. BUT 

HE DID NOT CONSIDER 

THE POWER OF MY ! 
INTELLECT. 


"AND YOU SHALL 
NOT REACH 1...” 


SOME KIND 
OF ENERGY BLAST... 
THE PSYCHIC POWER 
OF EGO UNLEASHED 
AGAINST US! 


IT'S INCREDIBLE. THE SCOPE AND COMPLEXITY 
OF THIS BIO-VERSAL SYSTEM STAGGERS THE 

IMAGINATION. HOW COULD SUCH A THING 
| HAVE FORMED? HOW COULD IT HAVE 


WITHIN MINUTES us 


SKIP THE TWENTY 
QUESTIONS, WILL YA, 
REED? I GOTA 
FEELIN' WE AIN'T 
GONNA FIND OUT 
BEANS! 


Mi) 


DEVELOPED INTELLIGENCE ? 


YOU ARE APPROACHING 
THE PROPULSION UNIT 
MY ENEMY ATTACHED 

TO ME?! 


T LEARNED TO 
TROL THE ENGINE, 
T MADE 17 SERVE My 
Witt. IT 45 Now 
MINE soe 


ú 


| 


| 


TT! 


HOLD ON, vOU TWO! 


BEN IN TIME. 


"DON'T WORRY, SUE, BEN !5 
A COT TOUGHER THAN THE 
SUREACE OF EGO 


PINHEADS COME 


WELL, THANKS JUST 
ALL TA PIECES, REED, 
YOU CAN PICK UP TH' 
TAB FER SPRING- 
CLEANIN! My 
DAINTY ORANGE 
- BOD! A! 


IT'S LIKE THEY 

GREW RIGHT 

OUTTA TH” 
GROUND / 


AS WHAT THEY DID! 


PART OF EGO'S 


ESA THEY MUST BE 
a BIO-DEFENSES,, 


ANTI- 
BODIES! 


AN! WADDAYA 
THINK EGO'S 
GONNA DO 

ABOUT THIS 
HOLE I MADE 
WIN HIS HIDE? 


YEAH, WELL IT'S My 
1 BODY rd 
AR TIRAR MEANS BLAST! I'D HOPED BY 1 FORGOT THEY'RE ONLY 
TURNING INVISIBLE I'D | PARTS OF EGO, AND DON'T 
BE ABLE HAVE TO BE ABLE TO SEE 


> 
1748 
RS 
AA ] 
Ny 


CD 
Almenrtia- 


(10 


en tT'S 
OBBERIN' 


1; 


RA 
8 
TIME 


BUT THAT JUST GOOD WORK, SUE. 
MEANS I'LL HAVE YOU'VE CAUSED THEM 
TO CHANGE MY TO HERD TOGETHER, 


TACTICS, 
NOW I NEED ONLY 
SURROUND THEM 


At pidte 


AND, By RELEASING MYSELF WHICH |5 WHY WE 

LIKE A GIANT CATAPULT, 1 MUST ACT QUICKLY. 
CAN HURL THEM FAR AWAY! y WE HAVE A MOMEN 
BEFORE EGO CAN SÁ 
SUMMON MORE a 
ANTIBODIES, . 


BEFORE HE e 
DOES WE MUST 
REACH THE 


SURE-- AN 

EGO CAN WHIP é 

UP AN ARMY OF, D.: 5 ú . i 
REPLACEMENTS. : GAME css AM 


YOU HEARD WHAT EGO 
SAID, SUE. HIS “ENEMY” 
ATTACHED THIS PRO- 
PULSION UNIT. ITIS 
NOT PART OF EGO'S 
BODY. q 


a : 


ars IT, LEADER 
NNW MAN. MY FLAMES 


JOHNNY, THROW A 


WILL HOLD BACK THE 
BARRIER AROUND US. 


REINFORCEMENTS, 


THERE'S THOUSANDS OF am NO JOHNNY! THE ANTIBODIES 
THEM! THEY'RE COMMIT- HAVE NO LIFE OF THEIR OWN. 
TING SUICIDE TRYING THEY ARE JUST CELLS OF 
TO REACH US! A EGO'S BODY. YOU DESTROY 
” d MORE “LIVING THINGS” 


= É dá EACH TIME YOU GET A 
E ” HAIRCUT. a 
OMIGOSH, ; A” 
REED! THEY'RE NOT E A 


rt BOUT THIS 
4 1 Ri A 
STOPPING! THEY'RE ENGINE 


PLOWING ON INTO “ , 
THE FLAMES! .s B 


SEEN THIS 
TECHNOLOGY 
BEFORE! THAT 

GIVES ME 

AN IDEA,» 


AND, AS MISTER FANTASTIC BEGINS | | WE LOOK IN A SA AS H 
TO OUTLINE HIS PLAN TO TOHNNY | | ON A LADY ALU 
STORM AND THE OTHERS.» CALLED aABlas) 


[ESSE 
as 


V Ez FRANKIE Ji 
pe e k & 


THIS RELATIONSHIP 
IS GOING TO HAVE JT 


Eh 


tê 


MILEION 
MILES AWAY 
IN 
MANHATTAN e 


ES Em) 


OHNNY. 
I WONDER IF ur, 
T WOULDP 


BUILDING nº 


JULIE? HEY, Y / OH, DARN, SHE QUICKLY ; O 1 JUST HATE 
JULES, YOU OUT , UST HAVE GONE FRANKIE | RUNNING 
THERE? | à CROSSES AROUND 
NER SHARED STARKERS. 
APARTMENT. 


IT WOLULD BE 
O JUST LIKE 


o 
AR 


HER HEART POLNOS AGAINST HER 
RIBS, HER BRAIN REELS. FOR 
SUDDENEY, FRANKIE RAVE KNOWS.» 


AND SPEAKING OF SWAINS, 

MAYBE I SHOULD GIVE JOHNNY 

A BUZZ, HE'S BEEN TRYING 

VERY HARD LATELY TO BE 

UNDERSTANDING ABOUT MY 
FEAR OF FLAME. 


MUST BE FOR 


HIM. I DON'T 


IT MYSELF, 
Io Tm 


» 


SHE KNOWS! 


SHE CATCHES À GLIMPSE OF 

HERSELF IN THE MIRROR, 

AND HER THOUGHTS TRAIL 
OFF TO NOTHNE.. 


[AND, 840 on Es0.- V/A vIZZ” V LOOK, I GOT ALL a ê 


a THE DANG THING WORLD 15 THE STUF; 
BE CAREFUL, BEN! AA OPEN, DIDN'T I? EM 0DY. CL 


THAT MINI-PACK SEEMS is 

LARGE TO US, BUT WE RE O E THIS 

HAVE NO IDEA HOW | [idiciaaa 7 DOOHICKEY WAS 

DELICATE IT MAY BE/ Eta REALLY MADE By 

WHO YOU THINK, I 

you WERE COULD PROBABLY 

ALREADY FAR USE IT FOR À 

TOO ROUGH HOCKEY PUCK 

JUST OPENING * NOT, 
THAT  HURT IT! 

INSPECTION 


int 
Manto! 
E ED 


HOLEE,. 

HE'S CHUCKIN" 

A WHOLE 

MOUNTAIN OF 

ROCKS AT US/ SOME KIND 
OF OSSEOUS 


ra E 

PLEASE, REED! My E YOU'RE RIGHT, 
INVISIBLE FORCE- OF COURSE, SUE 
FIELD CAN HOLD per NOW, EVERYONE 


THIS ASSAULT, BU TO THE EDGE OF 


THIS IS NO TIME TO THE PLATFORM 
GET ANALYTICAL? GET READY TO,.. 


NOW vOU'vVE DONE 
IT; EINSTEIN! THIS 
HOLE'S BIGGER : 
THAN TH' GRAND A OUR SPEED OF DESCENT 
CANYON! a SHOULD MAKE IT 
PETTETAR te - a DIFFICULT FOR EGO 
: nas E - TO ATTACK. 


DOWN INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE LIVING PLANET MOVE | | 45 1 ON 
=| MEY, STRETCHO, W/ AGAIN, vES, 
ARE YOU SURE 
THIS TRIP Is 
NECESSARY 2 EGO MUST HAVE 
A CENTRALIZED 
NEURO” CONTROL 


YOU'RE 
NEVER GONNA 


WHAT I 
FOUND! 


“IF WE 


= = CAN 

"=." DETONATE THAT 
EE - E E 

A FEW MINUTE: |) o 
E JAF 

xo SS 
Das é 

a vê S É THERE IT IS! 

: : THE BRAIN OE 
>”. A Aa ES ; 7 » EGO 


MET] URANO: ND 
E, ND-- 
Cm 1'D ALMOST SWEAR 
>< I CAN FEEL IT 

THINKING ! 


YES, 1 SENSE SOME KIND 
OF PSYCHIC STIMULATION 
ALSO. BUT THIS IS ALL 
WRONG! TRE PRESSURE 
DOWN HERE |5 NOT 

NEARLY ENOUGH FOR 
IT TO BE EGO's CORE. 


YOU GOT IT, 
FEARLESS 
LEADER / 


I SUSPECT 
THIS IS A PSEUDO- 
BRAIN, CREATED By 
EGO TO MISLEAD 
US, JOHNNY -- 
BLAST 47! 


HEY, I DON'T MUCH 
SE INE BROTHER 
2 No, BEN! IN-LAW! LET'S JUST 


AND EGO B/ yow! 1 THINK 
SCREAMS! WE HURT THE 


LISTEN TO THAT 
SCREAM! THAT'S 
OUTRAGE! HE'S 


GET OLITTA HERE 
BEFORE MY 
EARDRUMS BUST/ 


ANGRY THAT WE'VE 
UNCOVERED His 
SHAM/ 


ALL OF YOU, LOOK! AND SO THE INCREDIBLE 
BEYOND THE FAKE ODYSSEY CONTINUES, 
BRAIN --SOME DEEPER AND DEEPER 
KIND OF INTO PERHAPS THE 
PASSAGEWAY! LARGEST SINGLE LIVING 
ENTITY IN CREATION! 


a à WORRY, sis. 

BE CAREFUL, A à AIN'T BUT ONE 

JOHNNY. DON'T E à WAY TO GO-- 
GET LOST/ a j DOWN, 


DOWN AND EVER DOWN, AS THE JUST-- A LITTL 
HEAT ANO PRESSURE BUILD SUE. My PLIABL 


RELENTLESSLY. STRUCTURE IS 
E APPARENTLY MORE 
N )) q A SENSITIVE TO 
) PRESSURE 
N ) f AN THAN I HAD 
ENA NA Td |ANTICIPATED. 
RO O NAN ÃO [57 155 


) a | ALRIGHT 
N “W/ 


WE WILL, MY LOVE, 

BUT W/7H0OUT YOU. 

THE CORE-- PLEASE, YOU MUST 
THE BRAIN... DB GO BACK, PLEASE! 


FOR AN HOUR OR MORE THE TRIO MOVES ON, AS 
MORE AND MORE THE HEAT AND PRESSURE BUILD, 
AND ALL PATHS LEAD DOWNWAROS ..» 


AT LEAST THE STENCH OF NO-- I'M FINE. 
DECAY ISN'T 50 BAD DOWN IT'S JUST-- SO -- 
HERE. OR MAYBE WE'RE HOT. GETTING 
JUST GETTING USED TO HARD -- TO 

IT, EH, SIS2...SIS? BREATHE. 


V BEN, waiT up! 
SUE'S IN 
TROUBLE 


SORRY SWEET SUE. ME 
AN” MATCH-HEAD CAN 
TAKE THE HEAT, BUT 
YOU CAN'T. SO... 


FER CRIPES SAKE WHY |, BEN, PLEASE-- I'M 
DIDN'T YOU SAY SOMETHIN 2? | ALRIGHT. REALLY. IF 
IT'S HARD ENOUGH FER ME 
TA LOOK IN TH' MIRROR 
AS IT IS. HOW'D YA THINK 
I'D FEEL IFI LET 
SOMETHIN* HAPPEN 

TO YOU? 


AND JOHNNY MAY 
NEED ME. MY 
FORCE-FIELD. 


(Su 


Piel THE INVISIBLE GIRL'S PROTEST FALLS 

Bm ON 2ENF FARS, AS THE NVGHTY- 
MUSCLED THING HURLS HER LD 
TOWARD 'S THE COOLER AIR ABOVE. 


BUT THE SURVIVING 
PAIR HAVE NOT GONE 
MUCH FLURTHER WHEN 


BEN--SLOW DOWN A 
BIT. I CAN'T THINK 
STRAIGHT. FEELS 
LIKE My HEAD'S 
GONNA -- BURST... 


BAD, EVEN T 
CAN FEEL IT 
NOW, 


FLAME DIES, 
YOU'LL coor! 


DON'T GO DYIN' ON 
US, WILL YOU? 


RELUCTANTEY THE |f GUESS THIS ISN'T THE 
TORCH AGREES, TIME FOR FALSE PRIDE, 
/ , TS É S'LONG, BIG BUDDY. 


LONG- SHOT, 
HOT STUFF. 


WITHOUT 

YERS TRULY, 
WHO'D PROVIDE 
THE GLAMOR 
FER TH' GROUP? 


BUT, THE THING'S BRAVADO 
!S SHORT-LIVED, AS SOON 
EVEN HE BEGINS TO 
SUCCUME TO THE AWELIL 
CRUSH OF ATMOSPHERE 
DEEP WITHIN THE LIVING 
PLANET, 


IT'S NO GOOD! 1 GOTTA 
REST. JUST FER A 
MINUTE... BEFORE I 

COLLAPSE,.. 


AMONG PILOTS -- THE HOT PILOTS, 
THE TEST PILOTS, WHO DAILY 
RISK THEIR LIVES FOR LITTLE 
MORE THAN THE SHEER JOY 


OF ELYING-- THEIR 15 
AN UNSPOKEN CREDO. 


NO, THEY MAKE 17 
BECAUSE THEY ARE 


HAVE WHAT TOM 
WOLEE CALLE 
THE RIGHT STUFE 


THOSE WHO MAKE 17, THOSE 
WHO SURVIVE, ANP LIVE, 
ANO ELY AND SURVIVE 
AGAIN, THOSE SPECIAL 
FEW WHO MAKE 17, DO SO 
NOT BECAUSE OF COURAGE, 
OR GUTS, OR BRAVERY. 
THOSE WORDS ARE Nor 
PART 0E THE HOT PILOT'S 
VOCABULARY. 


TODAY, TWO HENORED MILES 

BELOW THE SKIN OF A LIVING 

WORLD, BEN GRIMM FROVES 

ONCE AGAIN WHAT HIS 

PILOT BUDDIES ALWAYS 
KNEW +.» 


sá 
ONLY-- ONLY 1 DON'T 
DARE! DON'T KNOW 
HOW CLOSE EGO IS TA 
EARTH. DON'T KNOW 
IF THERE'S STILL TIME 
TA STOP HIM. 


C'MON, GRIMM. “A 
MOVE YER MASS,, 


« BEN GRIMM HAS 
THE RIGHT STUFF, 


BUT EVEN THAT CANNOT 


PREPARE HIM FOR THE 
SIGHT HE FINDS AROUND 
| THE NEXT CORNER o» 
i 
é | 


HEAT AND PRESSURE ARE 
FORGOTTEN. 


GEN FEELS A 
SUPPEN CHILL, À 
SUDDEN EIGHT- 
HEADEDNESS 


THIS 15 4T ves 


A 


ir = 


| A 


N 
ES 


ES 


N 
N 
ms 


a, 


] 
N 
N 


20? 


q 


o 
a TO IN 
ap à ndo EN 


É tom, 7 pf 


” 


aj NE) 
; at 


4 +, vd) 
ESA era re 
van ttf Per 
Rr, Ei A 
af! / f 
LJ 


HOLY cow! THAT 
THING MUST BE BIG 
AS THE MOON! 


DOES REED REALLY 
THINK THIS FIRECRACKER 
KE ANY-ANY-- da 


I5 GONNA MA 
HEY/ WHAT'S HAPPENIN,u 


SO-- SO THAT'S WHY AN', NO WONDER HE's IT'S ALL ICANDOTA d 
HE CAME TA EARTH. ALL DEAD AN' DECAYIN', 


MOVE -- TA THINK 
IT'S TH! LAST PLACE IF HE'S BEEN OUT IN STRAIGHT. BUT HERE 
GALACTUS iOUCHED INTERSTELLAR SPACE. GOES NUTHIN'! 

DOWN o. % HE'S ALMOST LIKE 
(À PLANT THAT'S 
HAD NO SUN- 


MUSCLES 
STRAINING, MINO 
REELING, THE 
THING HURES THE 
MAKESHIET BOMB 
AT EGO'S BRAIN, 


THIS BOMB WILL 
KNOCK HIM OUT... 


ENRAGED, EGO 
TRIGGERS THE 
GIANT ENGINE 
EMBEDDED IN 
His SOUTH 
POLE, 


ia 


t7T5 POWER- 
" vou FEEL MY . j PACKS REMOVED, 
4 | MIGHT! NOW . ONtY HALE THE à 
SMALL IT CRESH NM ENGINE 
YOUR WORLD MM ACTLUALLY 
7o ouUsT! é j FIRES. 


A E á as WITH ONE OE 
ND MISSES. : DR ai ra H ONE O 


IN A GREAT, E . i FOR À MOMENT THE AXIS OF 
É e Pq é EGO 15 CENTERED ON THE 
é e BLAZING CAULORON OE THE SUN. 


FROM EARTH. 


AND IN THAT MOMENT ONDA 
EGO (5 DEFEATED. E 


OMIGOSH! HE'S 


THE IRRESISTABLE 
BREAKIN' UP/ 


EMBRACE OF SOLAR IN 
CRAVITY SEIZES ' 
THE ROGUE PLANET. 


= 


THE WHOLE 
GOLDANGED || 
PLANET'S SHAKIN',. 


DESPERATELY 
EGO FIGHTS TO 
PUtL AWAY. 


TH! WHOLE 


BUT HIS SUBSTANCE 15 SHEEBANG |5 
WEAK AND CORRUPTED. k E FACCIN! 
HE CRUMBLES! a Ná IA 42487! 


AND IN ONE 
TERRIBLE, TEARING 
MOMENT THE 
STUFE OF EGO |5 
RENT ASSUNDER ! 


A 
AV DA 
ETA 7 
A, al ATMOSPHERE ExELODES /8 


x 
PD 74/70 745 iUINGRy M 
Re PE 0s siriess space. 
à 


STUNNED BY THE FORCE 0F 
HIS SUDDEN EXPULSION, 
BEN HANGS HELPLESS 

IN THE MIDST OF : 
THAT WHICH 


8UT ONE QE THOSE 
FRAGMENTS MOVES.» 


EASY ON THE 
CONTROLS, JOHNNY. 
IF WE OVER- 
SHOOT... 


QUICKEY THE 
UNCONSCIOUS 
THING (5 

REELED IN se 


BOY: 
DID ANYBODY GET 
TH' NUMBER 0F 
THAT PLANETS 


NEXT, 


ISSUE O sTRANGEST ADVENTURE EVER! 


WELL, YOU 
SOUND 
ALRIGHT! BUT 
TAKE IT EASY, 
BIG FELLA. 
ONLY THE 
STRENGTH OF 
YOUR HIDE 
PREVENTED 
EXPLOSIVE 
DECOM- 
PRESSION! 


HERE, DRINK 
THIS, BEN. 


WEEKS IT WILL 
FALL INTO THE : 
SUN AND BE 
CONSUMED, 


OUR 20"" ANNIVERSARY 
SPECIAL AS THE FABULOUS 
FF. 60 ON THEIR 


THAT'S ALL 
THAT'S LEFT? 
THAT GUCK 2 


) 


HOT DOG! WELL, V 


WE'VE HAD BAD- 
GUYS FALL APART 
ON US BEFORE, BUT 
I GUESS THIS |5 


EGO 
CARRIED US 
WELL WITHIN 
THE ORBIT OF 
MECURY, BEN, 
IT'LL TAKE DAYS 
TO GET HOME 


SPARE US 
THE BAD PUNS, 
BEN. YOU 
AIN'T HEARD 


THE WHOLE 
OF IT, & 
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TIM SHOOTER 
EVITOR-IN-CHIER 


CRU pá 


EPITOR 


TIM SAL 


IM NOVAk já GLYNIS WE/N Pá 
LETTERS COLORS 


JON BEXRNE, / 


WORDE & PICTURES 


THE THUNDER OF GIANT ROCKETS CRACKS WIDE THE 
EVENING 


AN UNAUTHORIZED 
FLIGHT TO THE 
mo 1$ UNDER- 


THE COUNTDOWN 
OF HISTORY HAS 
BEGUN ... 


7HEN, AT AN ALTITUDE OE ONE HUNDRED NR 
MILES -- FIETY MILES PAST THE OFFICIAL 
EDGE OF SPACE... pm aa 


a 
75 MUST ENGAGE 
EXPERIMENTAL 
STAR DRIVE 
NOW/ GET US 
THROUGH THE 


eu 


BEN-- QUICKLY -- YOU 


ABOARD THE HURTLING PROJECTILE 
FOUR VALIANT ADVENTURERS 
PLUNGE TOWARDS THE LINKNOWN ..» 


YEAH, EXCEPT FOR 
THE COSMIC RAYS. 
NO ONE KNOWS 

WHAT THEY'LL Do, 


PRIMARY CIRCUITS AT MAXIMUM 

FUNCTION. ALL SYSTEMS SHOW MS 

GREEN FOR FIRST STAGE N 
JETTISON. 


“ 7 
SHE'S BEHAVING LIKE VA. 


E HE SOMBRE TONES OE TEET- 
PLOT BEN GCRIMM ARE 4 HARD 
COUNTER - POINT TO THE ENTHUSVASM 
DE SCIENTIST REED RICHARDS. 


1 FIRST STAGE JETTISON IS 


à GO. WE HAD TO DO IT. WE 
HAD TO BE THE FIRST. dá 


BUT WE'RE 
REACHING THE 
COSMIC STORM AREA 
... MANG ON! 
TOO LATE! 
THEY'RE PENE- 
TRATING THE 
SHIP! OUR 
SHIELDING 
ISN'T STRONG 
ENOUGH / 


THE 


BUT THEY'LL : 
AFFECT YOU JUST R 
THE CAME. A 


IT'S POUNDING AS 
THOUGH IT'S ABOUT 
TO BURST! 


BU 
I DON'T FEEL | 
ANYTHING... Z 


BEN WAS RIGHT! WE ... SOMEONE ELSE TAKE 
SHOULD HAVE WAITED-- THE CONTROLS... I CAN'T 

| SHOULD HAVE GOTTEN | A L HANDLE THE SHIP ANYMORE 
HEAVIER SHIELDING ! fi MY ARMS ARE HEAVY... 
RIM À TOO HEAVY... CAN'T 
JOHNNY -- WHAT MOVE.» 

[6 IT 2 WHATIS N " 

HAPPENING TO NS 


I DON'T KNOW, 
SUE! MY BODY 
PEELS HOT-- LIKE 
IT'S ON FIRE / I-- 
I FEEL LIKE TIM 

BURNING UP / 


UNPILOTED THE PROTOTYPE CRAFT 
SUCCUMES TO THE PULL OF EARTHIS 
GRAVITY. 


LIKE À KITE SUDDENLY 
WiTHOUT À BREEZE /T 
YAWS GICKENINELY AND 
PLUNGES POWN. «- qm 


SL 
E 
AS IT STRIKES THE THICK . 
a SLANKET DE THE ATMOS/HERE | 
/T BEGINS TO BURN 1 


LIKE LEGENDARY TCARUS, STRUCK FROM THE 
SKY FOR DARING TO REACH TOO CLOSE TO 
MEAVEN , THE BLAZING COFFIN HURTLES 
DOWN -- POWN-- DOWN... 


ga. 


ES 


ss 


a 


OH, WOW! THAT WAS THE .. BUT DREAMING MYSELF REALIZING HE HAS 
WORST ONE YET! BAD -- REED, SUE, AND BEN-- | 
ENOUGH I GOTTA START ALL OF US DEAD... 
HANING DREAMS THAT READ THAT GOES ABOVE AND 
LIKE REJECT SCRIPTS FROM BEYOND YOUR STANDARD 
7 ZONE... ISSUE NIGHTMARE. 


AH, THIS : 
I$ THE LIFE! E 
NOTHIN' LIKE 
A NICE HOT 
SHOWER TO 4 
WaR Da ; 
SA A LL 

I'M STARTING “SH IN DREAMS AN! 

TO THINK MAY- 

BE LIM LOSINE 

MY MARBLES / 


NOT BAD“ IN AND OUT OF | 
THE SHOWER, SHAVED AND | bs i Sr TIM HAVING NIGHTMARES, NO REASON 
PRESSED AND TIVE MORE IC TO TELL ANYONE ...'CEPT MAYBE SUE 
P) THAN MADE UP FOR LOST My ) OR REED, HMM. MAYBE T'LL JUST 
TIME. DON'T HAVE TO K E CRUISE ON BY AND SEE IF THE 
KNOCK MYSELF OUT GET- id FAMILY RICHARDS |$ UP AND 
TING TO THE GARAGE. DÊ ABOUT NET. 


OH -- MORNIN! 

MR$. LUCAS. YEP, 

SLEPT LIKE À LOG, 
THANKS. 


HAVING SO DECIDED JOHNNY STORM | [4 FEW MINUTES RARNARNIK tHere we arE, THE ever- 78 
TURNS FROM HIS USUAL ROUTE TO LATER, AND... AMIN O HUMBLE RICHAROS REsipENcE É 
AL'$ GARAGE, AND DRIVES THROUGH 27; e B0Y-- MAKES ME THINK T 

À QUIET RESIDENTIAL AREA. mta o | WONIT MENTION MY 

LO A N YZ 3 N ) DREAMS TO REED... 


HMM. BETTY LOU ANDERSON. 
I'VE BEEN MEANING TO GIVE 


BRL = 
fp: 
qu 


Ns N À q LA ds es 
HER A CALL, MAYBE T'LL DO E É ER ê 
THAT TONIGHT. ) | Eli 


WELL, SPEAK OF THE DEYIL ! 
IT'S EVERYONE'S FAVORITE 
nd PROFESSOR 


HE'S JUST UNCOOL 
CHAT JUST NOW, BUT 
I'M RUNNING A LITTLE 


HAPPY HOLLOW... 
o 


PROFESSOR VAUGHN | ANP ON TOP OF 


INSISTS ON TREATING] THAT, INE BEEN 
HAVING THE 


STRANGEST DREAM 
TENT, AND [TIS ABOUT THE THREE 
REALLY GETTING / OF US, AND GEN, 
HIM DOWN, PREPARING FOR SOME 
à KIND OF...0F SPACE 

YR LLIGSTA L 


—+ 
I HAVENIT WANTED TO 
MENTION IT TO REED 


SPACE FLIGHT 2 
THAT SOUNDS LIKE 
IT FITS RIGHT IN 
FRONT OFMY 

DREAM 


VERY TRYING TIME 
AT THE UNIVERSITY. 


I 
WONDER IF 


7 NI SHOULD... UA 


THE SLIGHT EDGE OF SARCASM IN HIS SISTERS! 
VOICE PASSES JOHNNY UNNOTICED , AND 
MINUTES LATER HE IS ONCE AGAIN ON HIS 


WAY THROUGH TOWN. 


MAN, THIS BURG GETS 

PEADER EVERY DAY A HOT 

ITEM LIKE YOURS TRULY 
IS WASTED HERE. 


| 
m 
do 


ANASINÇNS 
AZ 


TILL HAVE SAVED 
É cnoucH To kiss 5 
> LIDPLEVILLE GOOD-BYE 

FOREVER, AND THEN IT'S 

NEW YORK, HERE T COME! 


SORRY I CAN'T STOP To À 


AS USUAL, TOHNNY (ENORES 

THE LATIN MOTTO ON THE 

STATUES BASE: PER ARDUA 
-- "THROUGH MARDSHIP. ” 


AND YOU'LL BE 
EVEN LATER IF 
YOU HAVE TO 
| COME BACK 

FOR THIS ! 


NAH. SHE'LL PROBABLY JUST THINK 
TIM TRYING TO WEASLE INON 


HEY, DON'T 
SWEAT IT, SIS! REED!S 
A BIG BOY. AND AS 
FOR BAD DREAMS... 


() N/A 
! THANKS, JOHNNY 


gl SOMEHOW T FIND 
THAT... COMFORTING, 


VISIONS OF FAME ANP FORTUNE DANCING IN HIS HEAD, 
JOHNNY SWINES AROUND THE TOWN SQUARE, PASSING 
THE GRIM FACED STATUE OF JOS/AH LIPDLE. , 


ANAL 
BRAD RO 


NE 
JOHNNY HAS NO TIME 
ma FOR HARPSHIP, 


HEY, HEADS UP, 
QUARTERBACK 


EEN GRIMM'S TAVERN 


OF $/GHT, ANOTHER, SOFTER VOICE 
INTRUPES ON HIS THOUGHTS... 


AND RESTAURANT 14º j 
THE VERY. 


> | ONE OF LIDDLEVILLE'S 
! MOST POPULAR 
WATERING -HOLES, 


BABE. WHY £ 


w 
JOHNNY MAKES ME FEEL GOOD 


I WANNA MAKE SURE T AIN'T |ASKIN' IF YOU JUST 


ROOM BEFORE T GO BLABBIN'/ ALL OVER. T DUNNO WHAT IT IS, 
E BUT SOMETHIN' ABOUT LOOKIN' 


ABOUT THAT STUFF. 


IT |4n2 as we aveer 
) OUR EYES FROM 
THIS MOMENT OF 
TENDERNESS. 


“=, 
/ 


WE END OTHERS 
ARE NOT SO 
VISCRETE, 


WiGà 


INTA YER BABY BLUES AN! 
KNOWIN' THEY'RE LOOKIN! 


BACK... 
,..6OMEHOW THAT 


SEEMS REAL 
SPECIAL, 


I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND, 


DARLING. GRIMM... 


PERFECT/ PERFECT! IT'S ALL 
GOING EXACTLY A$ IT 
WANTED IT TO 


AND 1 LOVE YOU, 
MY DEAREST MR, 


JUST SAW 
DRIVE By Z 


I THOUGHT YOU 
SAID YOU WERE 
GOING TO MENTION 


YE 
MAN HIMSELF, A 
[E dd tim or Ré 


YOUR DREAMS TO 


ME EITHER, KID. BUT 
ONE THING T DO 
KNOW FER SURE... 


»-I LOVE YOU 
MR$. GRIMM. 


ME HAS BEEN 
CALLED OTHER 
THINGS ; BUT HIS 

N MaME (S AAIEIO 
MASTERS. HE 15 
ALICIA'S STEP- 
FATHER, IT 


dus AIG 
AND AT THIS MONENT HE 1 
A VERY HAPPY MAN, 


EIFTEEN HOURS LATER, ONCE AGAIN AT THE HOME OF RSA REED RICHARPS! 


SUE ANP REED RICHARDS.., 


HM 2 OH--OH,NO. HE 


ISLUMBER /$ PEER 


HOW DID ITGO AT COLLEGE |) WASNIT IN TODAY, I TOOK 
TODAY, DEAR Z ANY MORE | THE OPPORTUNITY TO DIS- 
TROUBLES WITH À CU$S MY PROBLEM WITH 

PROFESSOR VAUGHN 2 SOME OF THE OTHER INSTRUC- 
“= TORS. BUT, EXCEPT FOR DOCTOR 

SINGH THEY ALL THINK T'M 
PARANOID, OR, WORSE, THEY 

AGRES WiTH VAUGHN. 


SUSAN DOES WHAT 
SME CAN TO EASE 


Her musganos | (NAN é 
WORRIES «+ en MIS WIFE 18 NOT GO LUCKY... 


IT AIN'T YOU TIM AGAINST, AN' UNTIL YOU GET SOME DECENT 
REED, AN! YOU KNOW IT, SHIELDING ON THAT SHIP, IF YOU 
BUT YOU HAVENIT TAKEN WANNA FLY TO THE STARS, 
ENOUGH SAFETY YOU PILOT THE THING, 
PRECAUTIONS / COUNT ME OUT! 


TIM SORRY WITH ALL 
MY HEART TO FIND 
You $0 SET AGAINST 
ME, BEN, BUT THE 
PROTECT MUST 

Go AHEAD AS 
PLANNED. 


BEN, WE'VE BEEN sEZ YOU! 
THROUGH ALL THIS You!D WALK 
BEFORE. TI KNOW THERE | NAKED INTO A 
ARE DANGERS, BUT THE | BLAST FURNACE 
GAINS WE COULD IF YOU THOUGHT 
MAKE -- EVEN IN You!D LEARN 
TERMS OF PURE SOMETHIN!, 
KNOWLEDGE - - ARE 

WORTH 


THE 
RISKS, Ye, 


You KNOW WE HAVEN'T DONE 

ENOUGH RESEARCH INTO THE EFFECTS 

OF COSMIC RAYS. THEY MIGHT KILL 
US ALL OUT IN SPACE. 


Tac : 
COWARD £ 


BEN, YOU KNOW WE HAVE ONLY A LIT- 
TLE TIME, REED'S PRIVATE FORTUNE IS 
ALMOST EXHAUSTED. IF WE DON'T 
SHOW RESULTS THE GOVERNMENT 
MAY CUT OFF /7S FUNDING. 


1... I NEVER 
THOUGHT YOU WOULD 
BE A COWARD? 


NOBODY 
CALL$S ME 
A COWARD! 


NOT YOU -- NOT MO reco/gens VlTyou--ricHaros' ms 
ol TURNES INTO A... 
Io 4 74N6. — 


PRM | Lives, IN THE NAME 
| | or “SCIENCES” 


DON'T COUNT FER 
SAYT AGAINST 
MY STRENGTH ! 


a ao? 1) oH,HO! THE PEANUT 


YOU'LL KILL 
HIM ! 


» 
CA 


«FI REALLY 
MAKE IT HOT 
FER YA / 
|| 
t PAL 
A 


ES 


A! 


aa SUE PARLING! wHar BEER | voice carcave, SUSAN RICHARDS 
PASSAS 15 (7 2 ARE YO TELLS HER HUSBANO THE TERRÍBLE 
= ALRIGHT Z DETAILS OF HER EVER-WORSENING 


A |Nisóruare 
(PES 
Po Sa. | 
Ne al 4 , 
"a Sv, 


Ny 


D 


OH, LISTEN, OUR | 


| REED, I KNOW! I N 
(T WAS AWEUL! KNOW; BUT PARTS | SON I$ CRYING! 
WORSE THAN IT OF IT SEEMED SO | MY SCREAM MUST 
HAS EVER BEEN! ... 60 REAL! HAVE WAKED HIM. 


8: Es 
; À 
| 3 
d S 
a W ta VEROR 


OKAY, TOUEH GUY, 
LET'S SEE HOW 


AND AS HIS WIFE HURKIES TO 
COMFORT THEIR YOUNG CHICO... 


BUT T KNOW ALMOST 

| NOTHING ABOUT THE 

PSYCHOLOGY OF DREAMS. 

THESE DAYS T HAVE q 

ENOUGH TROUBLES WITH 4 
MY OWN FIELDS, ; 


YEAH, SUE 


SOMETHING ABOUT HER 
DREAMS. THE WAV THEY 
SEEMED TO GO WITH 


MINE KINDA SPOOKED 
ME, 


THERE MAY BE 
SOMETHIN! TO IT £ 


HEY, DID Z HEAR WHY, YES, WE 
YOU GUYS TALKIN! | WERE, BEN. L... 
ABOUT WEIRD 

DREAMS YOU 

BEEN HAVIN' 2 


POOR SUSAN, IF ONLY 

THERE WAS SOMETHING 

I COULD Do TO EASE 
HER MIND, 


MENTIONED 


You THINK 


KeAVio 


I HONESTLY DO NOT KNOW, 
JOHNNY. DREAMS AND THEIR 
MEANINGS HAVE LONG BEEN 
THE SUBJECT OF MUCH 
RESEARCH, BUT THE INTER-/ COUPLA BEN'S PIZZAS IN- 
PRETATIONS HAVE VARIED SIDE HER, ANYWAY. 
SO MUCH AS TO BE Dna 

INCONCLUSIVE. 


I QUITE AGREE. VR 
BUT THERE!S 
THAT FEELING... 


VONLY MY DREAMS ARE 
KINDA ... EMBARASSIN'! SEE, 
WE'RE ALL SOME KINDA 
SUPER HEROES? 


MI AZ 
VEN ES A x xx PEX x) 
ANP 
“SUEIS AN INVISIBLE GIRL, f 


JOHNNY'S A HUMAN TORCH, À 
YOU'RE A FANTASTIC RUBBER Em 


AND YET, SOMEHOW T FEEL 


b IT HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN 
b- SO. THIS CONFUSION T 
& FEEL CONSTANTLY... THE 
; DIFFICULTY T HAVE IN 
p- CONCENTRATING ON ANY- 
THING FOR MORE THAN 
A FEW MINUTES,.. 
e y 


PERHAPS 
VAUGHN |$ 
RIGHT. PER- 
HAP$S T AM 
A HOPELESS 


STILL, I WOULDNIT HAVE 
THOUGHT SIS WOULD HAVE 
SCI-FI AN! MONSTER 
DREAMS, NOT WITHOUT A 


AN! NOU'LL FORGIVE ME 

FOR SAYING $0, REED, 

BUT BUILDING ROCKETS 
pá OF YOUR 


“AN'ME--T CAN 
PUNCH DOWN 
BUILDINGS WITH 


ONLY -- ONLY THERE'S SOME STUFE EVEN STRANGER 
THAN THAT. ME AN'ALÍCIA AIN'T MARRIED IN My DREAM. 


“IN FACT, FER SOME REASON, 
I'M EVEN AFRAID TA ASK HER. 


WAND... AND 
ALICIA 1S,., 
ELINO +" 


BEN, LOOK WELL, HEY, IF IT AINIT 
WHO'S COME | MY FAVORITE FATHER- 
TO JOIN US /IN-LAW, HOW YA DOIN!, 
| FOR LUNCH/ PHIL 2 


ça, 
Rad! 


VERY WELL, N 
THANK YOU, 


BIT, PULL UP 
A PEW AN! 
T'LL GETCHA 

A BURGER, 


... A LESALLE-DEVANEY k 
PARTICLE . 
ACCELERATOR ! 


AND SO PHILLIP MASTERS JONS 
THE OTHERS, ANP TALK TURNS FROM 
THE STUFF OF DREAMS TO THE 
EVERYDAY GOINGS ON OF LIDOLE - 


E 
RA; 


BUT REED [$ 
T/LL TROUBLED... 
ES; 


IT'S PISTURBING. THE PARALLELS BETWEEN THE 
MAKE NO | DIFFERENT DREAM SCENARIOS ARE SO EXACT, 
SENSE AND YET JUST DISSIMILAR ENOUGH. 


JTOHNNY'S DREAM HAS HIM BURNING UP IN 
THE COSMIC RAYS, SUE HAS HIM CATCHING 
FIRE. YOUR!S HAS HIM A HUMAN TORCH. 
sa STRENGTH [5 COMMON TO YOURS 


AI FEEL LIKE T SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO... 


4 
sao 
ea 

Ali DR l 
| Pi 


Il | 
Nú 
AND HIS WORRIES HAVE NOT PASSED 


AN HOUR LATER WHEN HE RETURNS 
TO WORK... 


HM 2 OH,SINCH. 
ER, YES, WHAT CAN 
I DO FOR YOU 2 


ú 


2 
E 


THE ONLY ONE IN THE THIS IS MARVELOUS / IT HAS THE 
ISTATE! I DON'T KNOW 1 CAPABILITY OF RECREATING 
WHERE VINCENT VAUGHN | ANY FORM OF RADIATION , 
KEEP$ FINDING THE FROM SIMPLE SUNLIGHT 


SUCH EQUIPMENT, BUT / LENGTHS. WITH SOMETHING 
I A id LIKE THIS TI COULD... 


I HAVE TOLD YOU REPEATEDLY 1I WILL NOT HAVE You 


THAT YOU ARE TOLERATED HERE | TOYING WITH VALUABLE 

ONLY BECAUSE OF YOUR 

MARGINAL PROFICIENCY IN 
YOUR FIELD. 


UNIVERSITY EQUIPMENT, 
IS THAT CLEAR 2 


VERY WELL! 
YOU HAVE CLASSES 
THIS AFTERNOON, 
IT SUGGEST YOU 
ATTEND TO THEM ! 


LATER THAT AFTERNOON, ALONE 
AFTER DISMISSING HI$ CLASS, REED 
RICHARDS BROODS... pe 


EE THERE MUST BE A 


WAY TO MAKE SENSE 
—- OF IT ALL, 


PROFESSOR 


ET WELL, TIM GLAD YOU CAN 


REMEMBER MY NAME AT 

LEAST, SINCE YOU SEEM 

h INCAPABLE OF REMEM - 
BERING MY ORDERS / 


EXCELLENT! THE KNOWLEDGE THAT SO 
DELICIOUS A MECHANISM AS THE 
ACCELERATOR IS AVAILABLE, BUT 
DENLEP TO HIM WILL DRIVE 

RICHARDS INTO EVER GREATER 
DEPTHS OF DESPAIR AND 


AS REED HEADS FOR HI CLASSROOM 


MY PLAN 
[5 WORKING 
PERFECTLY / 


NATURALLY HAVE SUCH SIMILAR 
PREAMS$. AND YET IF SOME OUTSIDE 
FORCE IS CAUSING THEM , WHY 
HAVEN'T T BEEN AFFECTED 2 


I MIGHT ALMOST ACCEPT A 


KIND OF TELEPATHY BE- 


P RELATION TO 
ANY OF US, 


THE STRAIN OR 
À SOLONS A 
SINGLE THOUGHT 
PROCESS SETS REED 
7O DOZINE. .. 


BUT BEN IS 
OF NO BLOOD 


BUT, IN THIS VERSION, 
THEIR ROCKET POES 
NOT EXPLODE. 


SS 
DES 
CO 


A INSTEAD, 
THEY SURVIVE 
--AND ARE 
REBORN... 


REED'S PREAM SUPPLIES HE SEES À TYPICAL DAY IN THE LIFE OF | | ROBOT-LIKE, THEY ARE MARCHED 
DETAIL E MISSING EROM THOSE | | THE FABULOLIS FOURSOME DRAMATICALLY | | THROUGH THE FIVE LEVELS OF 
OF THE OTHERS, EEE INTERRUPTED.... mad | 74EIR HEADQUARTERS, UP TO THE 
THEIR HEAUQUARTERS Ny A STRANCE, ANO A 

ATO? THE BAXTER EUIL- fã 

PING... 


SUT IN THE HEART OF 
MANHATTAN. 


TAKINE THEIR EANTASTICAR, AND, INSIDE, THE MAN THEY HAVE 

THEY FLY NORTH AND WEST, COME TO THINK JF AS BEN GRIMM'S 
ACROSS NEW YORK STATE, IN-| |KINPLY FATHER -IN-CAW. VN 
7O THE AVIRONDAK MOUNTAINS. ) 


THERE, À TARRING ANA- 
CHRONIEM CONFRONTS 
THEM : A MEDIEVEL 
CASTLE RISES FROM 
THE FOREST. 


AND WITH AIM, 
ONE OTHER .. 


MY DREAM -- IT WAS TRUE! I KNOW 
IT WAS! WE ARE THE FANTASTIC 
FOUR! AND SOMÉHOW THE PUPPET 
MASTER ENSNARED US -- STRIPPED 
US OF OUR POWERS/ 


AT THAT MOMENT, THE 
RUDELY ENDEL. .. 


o 


4 BUT HOW? OUR 

SUPDENLY MY VERY MOLECULAR 
THOUGHTS DON'T | | STRUCTURE WAS 
SEEM MUDDLED. | JALTERED HOW 

SUDDENLY EVERY- 

THING 15 CLEAR! | |OUR POWERS... 


GRIM RESOLUTION EIKEP ON HIS 
FEATURES, REED RICHARPS STRIPES 
THROUGH THE DESERTED HAL 

THE UNIVERSITY. 


THEREFORE, HE “22] | MINUTES LATER, IN | TIM TAKING A 

MUST HAVE FOUND | |REED'S OFFICE... | GAMBLE HERE. 
pl SHOULD PROBABLY 

a EL CALL SUE,IN CASE 


A WAY TO CREATE S| 
THE MLUS/ON 


SOMEONE WITH THE 
LIMITED [NTELLECT OF 
THE PUPPET MASTER 
COULD HAVE FOUND AN 


I'VE SPENT 
YEARS TRYING 


FAILED THE 
PUPPET MASTER 
COULD NOT HAVE 
SUCCEEDED 


ANP, CONDITIONED AS 

SHE IS TO BELIEVE THAT 

LIFE IN “LIDOLEVILLE” IS 

THE NORM, HOW COULD T 

EXPECT HER TO ACCEPT 
MY THEORY... 


THAT SOMEHOW OUR 
PERSONALITIES HAVE 27) 
BEEN TRANSFERRED 

INTO ROBOT 
GOLIES.... 


I CAN ONLY PROVE 

THAT BY HARD É 
EVIDENCE... THE EVI- É 
DENCE OF WHAT MUST | ME PLUNGES 
LIE JUST BELOW THIS | 7HE BLADE 
ARTIFICIAL “SKIN” >| DEEP... 


BEING GO 


KR” OF OUR POWERS 
NE... 


E SOMETHING 


BUT THEN T WOULP 
HAVE THE PROBLEM 
OF CONVINCING HER 
OF WHAT IT BELIEVE 
To BE TRUE... 


A SEARING BOLT OF BLINDING PAIN 
LANCES INTO REED RICHARPS " 
ERAIN , AND HE COLLAPSES, UNCON- 
SCIOUS, ON THE COLD TES... 


AS À POOL OF 
RED LIQUID BE- 
GINS TO-COLLECT 

BENEATH HIS 
ARM... 


AN HOUR LATER , AT THE RICHARDS ' HOME... THAT'S HARDLY TIM SORRY, SUSAN. I 


VERY FUNNY, BEN.| | WOULD HAVE CALLED, 
DON'T WORRY, SUZIE. REED'S NT CAN'T UNDER- BUT I WAS AFRAID 
PROBABLY JUST GIVIN' À LITTLE ) STAND WHY REED 


THE TELEPHONE 
AFTER-HOURS COACHIN' TO I5 S0 LATE. À | LINES MIGHT BE 
SOME CUTE CO-ED. MONITORED. 
= [Es 


A REGILAR 
SUPER HERO, 
FRANKLIN, 


YOU LOOK LIKE | NOT BLOOD, SUE! 
DEATH ! GOOD BUT SOMETHING 
HEAVENS... YOUR | VERY MUCH LIKE 4 
SLEEVE / TIS À IT! É WERE MOSTLY TRUE. THEY WERE 

/ 24 FRAGMENTS OF MEMORIES DISTOR- 
TED BY THE CONDITIONING THAT 
MADE LIFE HERE SEEM REAL. 


A FLIGHT INTO SPACE. WE HAVE USED 

THEM IN THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY FOR 
MANY YEARS. BUT IN DOING SO WE HAVE 
MADE MANY POWERFUL ENEMIES. ONE OF 


THEM |$ CALLED THE PUPPET MASTER. 
HE IS IN REALITY PHILLIP 
MASTERS, TIM SORRY,ALICIA. B-BEN... HE CAN'T 
PEALIZE THIS MUST BE PAINFUL POSSIBLY MEAN 
FOR YOU, BUT MASTERS HAS & IT Z 
SOMEHOW IMPRISONED US IN , 
THESE ART/EICIAL BODIES. 


You MusT 
ALL LISTEN 
To ME VERY 
CAREFULLY... 


OH, REED, PLEASE SIS IS RIGHT, REED! YEAH -- YOU! RE ALL SHOCKY Í -BUT YOU WILL! 
DONIT SAY ANY YOU GOTTA LET US FROM LOSS OF BLOOP, PAL, | 7 OUR VERY LIVES 
MORE! YOU!IVE SET YOU TO THE YOUIRE HALLUCINATIN ! q / MAY DEPEND ON 
BEEN UNDER A Roni ME. LET US HELP YOU. ' IT! 


ARM HAS... 
UNHINGED YOUR 
MIND! 


; Zwuc. 
You DON'T NÉ MAKE YOU 
BELIEVE ME... BELIEVE ME! 


MENT FOR PHILLIP MASTERS, 
PUTTERING ABOUT HIS SMALL I 
7OY SHOP. á ; ' Im 


|] You | ) M Mo! (a 


IT HAS BEEN A DAY OF CONTENT- ' | 
ASTRA 


Ve 


ui 


/ 


EESRERELS 


BE CAREFUL, | | HURT HIM? HURT | ALRIGHT! YOU NEED RESORT | OBVIOUSLY YOU 
ri ao HIM É IM GONNA | TO NO FURTHER VIOLENCE / 


POINT IN MY CONTINUED 
PLAY ACTING. OTHER PEOPLE ARE 
ROBOTS. ALL THIS |5 
A PRODUCT OF MY 
GENIUS. 


AND YOU ...YoU 
FOUR, ALICIA AND 
THE CHILD... ARE 

SYNTHE-CLONES. 


PA aq : 

A ha! TIM AP Soo? | 

I WANTED To GIVE ? REED RICHAROS 
- e 7HAT ($ NOT SO 


DUEFICULT 
7O DEDUCE £ 


Who ET... 


= 
AR 
a 


INTO ALMOST THE 
COMPLETE 
PICTURE. 


Es 


OF COURSE, 
YOU COULD 
NOT GUESS 
THE WHOLE 
TRUTH. 


HOW COULD YOU GUESS THAT ALL 
OF “LIDPLEVILLE” WAS BUT A 
CONSTRUCT, A SCALE MODEL 
BUILT BY THE PUPPET MASTER, 4 
TO MY SPECIFICATIONS. s 


AND You! 
YOU WERE 
VINCENT, 
VAUGHN ; 


AND TO ADP TO THE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
TORTURE BY CONSTANTLY PUTTING 
FRUSTRATIONS IN MY PATH... 


++. AND SOMEHOW CAUSING MY 
THOUGHT PROCESSES TO BE 
ADPLED-- TO FURTHER FRUSTRATE 
ME--AND KEEP ME FROM 
RECOGNIZING VINCENT VAUGHN. 


ALRIGHT, POOM , THE BALL 
IS CLEARLY IN YOUR COURT. 
WHAT DO YOU INTEND TO 


“RIGHT 2” YOU FORFEITED 
ANY “RIGHT” YOU MIGHT 
HAVE HAD YEARS AGO” 


YOUR TRUE BODIES LIE HELP- 

LESS, THEIR MINDS TRANS- 

MITTED INTO THE MINIATURE 
SYNTHE e T CREATED 


OF COURSE. IT 
OCCASIONALLY 
AMUSED ME TO 
ENTER A ROBOT 
FACSIMILE OF MY- 
SELF--TO OBSERVE 
YOU FIRST HAND, 


WHY, MY DEAR THEREFORE, I SHALL| WHILST T--I GO TO 
RICHARDS, T HAVE | | LEAVE YOU ALL TO | CONCLUDE THE EXER- 
DONE ALL I NEED | | LIVE OUT THE REST | CISES WHICH WILL SEE 

To Do. OF YOUR LIVES IN | ME RESTORED TO THE 
THE QUITE PLEA- / THRONE OF LATYERIA-- 
SANT SURROUN- AS IS MY RIGHT / 


DINGS OF 
VLIDDLEVILLE 4 


THE PUPPET 
MASTER!S CLAY 
CAPTURED YOU -- 


AS SUCH, YOU 
INTEREST TO ME. 


THE FANTASTIC FOUR 

WILL FIND A WAY TO 

STOP YOU DOOM. I 
SWEAR IT!” 


SAVE YOUR BREATH, 

PAL. HE'S TURNED OFF 
THE MONITORS. HEAIN'T 
INTERESTED IN US ANYMORE. | 


SOME TIME LATER, THE 
LIGHTS BURN LATÉ IN 
THE RICHARDS HOME 4 


THEN WMAT 2 YOU SEEM AS 
PERMANENT A FIXTURE HERE 


WHA 
ARRANGEMENT 


WITH DOOM Z IF 
You ARE NOT A 
CLONE, WHAT 
ARE YOU 2 


IT NO LONGER 
FUNCTIONS, 


OKAY, $0 MAYBE OUR LITTLE 
GUEST CAN TELL US WHAT 
TA DO ABOUT... 


INSIDE, THE NORMALLY PLACIP LIVING ROOM HOUSES AN ATMOSPHERE 

ONE MIGHT MORE EXPECT TO FIND (N A PENTAGON WAR ROOM. 

ALRIGHT, MY. FRIENDS, THERE |$ NO WHAT ABOUT LAUGHIN'- BOY HEREZ 

NEED FOR ME TO DETAIL THE GRAVITY / HE SAID SOMETHIN! ABOUT US 
q 


OF OUR SITUATION. THE QUESTION / BEIN! CLONES -- BUT HE DIDN'T 
|$: WHAT DO WE DO ABOUT IT Z MENTION HI$ OWN MISERABLE 
quit 
pp 
mA 
Ii a) a 


Ie Z A | Al LITTLE BOD... T 
8 y 
ie 
uia 


Am 


OBVIOUSLY T WOULD 
OT ALLOW THAT TRAITOR 
POOM TO CORK ME INTO A 
CLONE BODY. 


? AN INTERESTING POINT, 
] BEN, WELL, MASTERS 2 HAVE 
YOU ANYTHING TO SAY € 


IT LOOKED 
FAMILIAR. 


NO FURTHER USE WORKIN!, 
FOR THE PUPPET STRETCH 2 MAY- 
MASTER, &0 HE BE WE CAN USE 
HAS DEACTIVATED IT TA GET BACK 
THE TRANS FERRAL TO OUR OWN 
CIRCUIT. BODIES. 


THIS IS THE SAME 
KIND OF RING VINCENT 
VAUGNN WEARS. DOOM MUST 


FROM HERE 
-- MUST FIND 


HAVE TRANSFERRED INTO PROCESS IS "A WAY TO TAKE 
THAT ROBOT JUST AS ENTIRELY EX My REVENGE ON 
MASTERS DID INTO HIS... Á DIFFERENT, 


THAT LITTLE... IF HE REALLY / LET HIM GO, BEN. DOOM HAS 
|5 A ROBOT I'M GONNA OBVIOUSLY BETRAYED HIS 
BUST ME A FEW OF ERSTWHILE “PARTNER.” THE 
HIS GEARS / PUPPET o CAN NOT 
(9) . 


ARE YOU $URE THE TWO 

OF YOU WANT To GO 

HOME 2 YOU'RE MORE 

THAN WELCOME TO 

USE OUR GUEST 
ROOM... 


YEAH -- WE 
KNOW THAT, 


BUT ALL THIS 

TURNIN'! OUT TA 
BE A FAKE COOKED 
UP BY DOC DOOM 
AN! THE PUPPET 
MASTER HAS... 
WELL-- ME AND 
'LICIA GOTTA TALK... 


FAMILIAR AS SHE /S WITH HER HLISBAND'S MOODS, SUE 
RETIRES TO BED. NO PREAMS TROUBLE HER, BUT THE 


NEXT MORNING... 
ONE MORE, THANKS, SUE, 
MORE COFFEE, À THEN I THINK T'LL- 
JOHNNY Z h HOLY COoW-- 


WE, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAVE | THAT MEANS THAT THE 


MUCH TO DO. TIM NOT SURE 


THE TERM “SYNTHE -CLONE”, 
BUT WE'RE ALL $0 “COM- 
FORTABLE” IN THESE BODIES 
THAT THEY MEST HAVE 
BEEN CRAFTED FROM A 
CELL OR CELLS FROM 

OUR REAL BODIES. 


POTENTIAL OF OUR 


LOCKED WITHIN THESE 
MINIATURE FORMS. IT 


REMAINS TO FIND A WAY 
TO UNLOCK THAT POTENTIAL. 


RESTORED WILL WE HAVE Wi 
ANY CHANCE AGAINST DOOM. | 


BEN AND ALICIA DEPART, AND LATE INTO THE NIGHT 
LABORS REED RICHARDS... 
PLEASE GO 


CAN I GET YOU ANYTHING, 


DARLING 2? YOU!VE BEEN AT 


ITALMOST FIVE HOURS 
WITHOUT A BREAK... 


I MUST CALCULATE 

THE TINIEST DETAIL OF 

MY PLAN IF ITIS TO 
SUCCEED. 


OH--SUSAN, HELP ME! BEN 
AND T WERE UP HALF THE 
NIGHT. HE SAY$ IF ALL THIS 


AWAY 


HE WAS SO ANGRY! HE 
SAID HE!'D KILL MY STEP- 
FATHER. $AID HEID TAKEN 
ALL BENIS PREAMS AND 
TURNED THEM INTO SOME- 
THING ZYRT Y 


DON'T WORRY 
ALICIA, BEN WON'T 
DO ANYTHING RASH -- 

WEILL FIND HIM. 


AND SO THE SEARCH BEGINS. EACH OF 
THE FOUR REMAININE ADULTS SET- 
TINE OUT TO SCOUR THE TOWN... 


I THOUGHT T 
MIGHT FIND You 
HERE, BEN. TI REMEM- 
BERED IN COLLEGE 
YOU USED TO LIKE 
HILLTOP$ FOR 
MEPITATION.., 


MSAT 2 |WHY NOT2 GOT NOTHIN! 
YOU CAN'T To GO BACK TO. THIS MAY 


SERIOUS, 
BEN! 


ALL BE FAKE, BUT AT 
LEAST ME AN! ALICIA HAVE 
SOME KINDA LIFE HERE. MAY- 
BE IT'S ALL A LIE -- BUT IT'S 
BETTER THAN THE TRUTH 
WE BEEN LIVIN! 


IT LOVE ALICIA, REED. T 
THINK T HAVE FROM THE 
MOMENT T LAID EYES ON 
HER, WAY BACK. BUT THE 
THING CAN!T LOVE HER. 


YOU AN' SUE HAVE SOME- 
THIN! LIKE A NORMAL 
LIFE, BUT ALICIA...T CAN'T 
EVEN TAKE HER IN MY ARMS 
WITHOUT WORRYIN' TIM 
GONNA KILL HER. 


| 


AND IN EVERY 


SAME DISCOVERY... 


) 


a 


THE “PEOPLE” OF LIDOLEVILLE 
STAND FROZEN AT THEIR PLACES, 


IF YOU'VE COME 
TO TELL ME YOU!VE 
FIGGERED OUT A WAY 
FER US TA GET OUR 
POWERS BACK, YOU 

CAN SAVE YER 

BREATH / 


I AIN'T : 
GOING BACK, | 
REED / 


BEN--BEN, T UNDERSTANDP HOW 
YOU FEEL. AND T KNOW WHAT A 
TERRIBLE THING THIS IS TIM 
ASKING. WEIVE ALL HAD A TASTE 
HERE IN LIDPLEVILLE OF WHAT IT 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN 

LIKE HAD WE NEVER q 

BECOME THE P 

FANTASTIC FOUR. 


BUT WE ARE THE 
FF, BEN. AND THAT 
MEANS WE HAVE 
RESPONSIBIL - 


AND 
RIGHT NOW 
WE'RE THE 
ONLY ONES 
WHO CAN 


STOP DOOM. 


THAT'S À LOADA BULL, AN' YOU KNOW 

IT! WHEN WE FIRST GOT OUR 

POWERS THAT MIGHTA BEEN TRUE, 

THE WORLD MIGHTA NEEDED THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR. 


BUT NOW... NOW THERE!S THE 


AVENGERS, THE DEFENDERS, THE 
X-MEN -- EVEN SPIDER-MAN, 
DAREDEVIL ... ALL THEM 

Guys. E 


FACE IT, PAL, 

THE WORLD JUST WE 
DON'T NEED THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR 
ANYMORE... 


I CAN'T BELIEVE YOU HONESTLY THINK THAT 
WAY, BEN. YOU KNOW AS WELL AS T DO 
THAT THERE |5 MORE TO BEING THE FAN- 
TASTIC FOUR THAN POWERS AND CoS- 
TUMES. WE NEVER ASKED FOR THE 
JOB, BEN, BUT WE HAVE BEEN ELE- 
VATED BEYOND BEING JUST SUPER 
HEROES -- AND YES, 
AA, TADMIT THERE 
15 NO DEARTH OF 
h THOSE... 


WE AREN'T JUST PEOPLE 
ANY MORE, BEN. WE AREN'T 
JUST HEROES, WE ARE THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR, AND YOU 
KNOW AS WELL AS Z DO JUST 
WHAT THAT MEANS. 


LIDDLEVILLE COLLEGE, 
ONE HOUR LATER... 


IN THE LNNATURAL SILENCE OF THE 
FROZEN TOWN, VOICES COME IN 
HARSH WiHISPERS. 


NICE SPEECH, PAL. BUT IT DON'T 
CHANGE NOTHIN” GO SAVE THE 
WORLD AGAIN. SEE IF ANYONE 
SEZ THANKS. ME--TIVE 

MADE MY CHOICE. 


. THEN... 
TIM SORRY, 
BEN. AND... 


DEACTIVATED ? OF COURSE, WITHOUT 
Poom!$ CONTROLLING INTELLECT 
INHABITING HIS BODY, “VINCENT 
VAUGHN" |5 AS LIFELESS AS THE 


CC” ANN | 74E BARE WaLts Wi | ROBOTIC PUPPÉT HE TRULY 19? 
- YAWN JN SEEMING 


MOCKERY. «+ 


ABSOLUTELY SUE, AND OF THE 
ONLY VAUGHN HAS THE LONE OCCU- 
ARE You KEY TO THE PHYSICS PANT OF THIS 
SURE OF LAB -- BUT T'VE NEVER TINY ROOM... 
THIS, REEP? BEEN IN HIS... 


$-SORRY, SUE. IHAD NOT EXPECTED TO 

FIND SINGH HERE. HE WAS THE CLOSEST 

TO A FRIEND A ON THE UNIVERSITY 
TAFF. 


REED-- PLEASE | AUNT !LICIA -- TIM I5 THAT THE 


BE CAREFUL... FRIGHTENED / 


IT'S ALRIGHT, 
FRANKLIN. 


MAN, THIS |S REAL 
SPOOKY! T KNOW 
THEY!'RE ALL FAKE 


b 
; IT'S HARD 
| a NOW TO ACCEPT 
TR us ' HE WAS ONLY A 
ROBOT... 


(UNE: 
Sema 


IT'S MINIATURIZEDID] NOW WHAT T NEED To Do I$ | THEN, BY A CAREFULLY 
SUCH SENTIMENTE, REEP | BUT THIS |5 A REAL PARTICLE RE-CREATE THE PRECISE CONTROLLED INCREASE 
. as FREQUENCY AND INTENSITY IN POSAGE T CAN 
À OF RADIATION NECESSARY GIVE THESE BODIES 
TO DUPLICATE THE COSMIC / ALMOST TWENTY 
D, RAY STORM WHICH GAVE / TIMES MORE POWER, 


EVEN IN MY BEFUD- 
US OUR POWERS, PROPORTIONATELY. 


DLED STATE! 


WITHOUT THAT 
INCREASE OUR TINY 
A SIZE WOULD RENDER 
ME) OUR NORMAL POWERS 
À VIRTUALLY USELESS... 
IF YOUR CALCULATIONS ARE 


NOW ALL T HAVE TO DO 
EVEN THE TINIEST BIT OFF 


|5 STEP UNDER THE FIELD 


THERE, IT'S READY, ALICIA, 
IT SUGGEST You TAKE 
FRANKLIN DOWN THE HALL. 
I DON'T WANT TO RISK 
TRIGGERING HIS OWN 
LATENT POWERS WITH 

AN ACCIDENTAL 

| EXPOSURE TO THE 

| COSMIC RAYS. 


PROTECTOR, ANP THE 
STREAM OF RADIATION 
SHOULD DO THE REST. 


YOU COULD BE KILLED-- AND 

NONE OF US KNOW How TO 

RESET THE MACHINE, You 

WOULD HAVE DIED IN 
VAIN. 


SI6 15 
RIGHT, REED, 


NO-- REED 


You 


CAN'T GO 
FIRST! 


RADIATION COUNT IS 


ET TO UIRE 
ACCELERATION, BEN... 
ARE YOU CERTAIN... 


UNGH! 1 CAN FEEL IT... 
FEEL THE CHANGE 
BEGINNIN' / 


BEN--OLD FRIEND--T | CAN IT, RICHARDS. JUST DON'T 
KNEW YOU WOULDPN'T | SAY À BLASTED WORD, LET'S 
LET US DOWN --L JUST GET THIS OVER WITH, 


r AS THEY DID SO 
o. DD MANY YEARS BE- 
FORE, THE 
RAYS PENE- 
TRATE BEN 


| ONLY-= ONLY ir ug ? SZÁ DONT KNOW IF I 
N- 


HURTS E 9 CAN TAKE MUCH 
DIN! IN MY HEAD... 'á Pta a MORE / DON'T KNOW 


STEADY, BEN. I DON'T |LOUSY/ HOW AM I 
SUPPOSED TA FEEL 2! 
THE ZMING (Es Ss 


& 


EED Z 


; 


ç) 


Z 

q 
r 
A 1) 


A Ál 


OH-- OH, BEN! MY POOR, FOOLISH, OF COURSE, DEAREST 
WONDERFUL BEN. DID YOU THINK T BEN/ AND I 

ONLY LOVED You BECAUSE T COULD 

N E2 I WAS BORN WITH SIGHT, 

BEN. I REMEMBERED COLOR. 


AND T HAVE “SEEN” YOU WITH MY 


HOURE TO FIND FOHNNY 
STORM STROLLING À : Má THIS BOUNDARY ZONE-- BY 
QUIET COUNTRY LANE , y L VA Nos ORDER OF DOCTOR Doom ! 
JUST OUTSIDE A V A 

LIDPLEVILLE... A 


“2 


ANO MOVE AHEAD À FEW q SUDDENLY... HALT HUMAN, TURN BACK! 
: a , 


SORRY, CHUCKLES, DOC * 
POOM!$ ORDERS DON'T 


A 


--OR, PUT ANOTHER WAY... 7 3 z a For pos! TUA 
FLAME ON! 4 has ) CO oREEP ( 
7” | 


ALERT ALL UNITS! UNIT | [UNITS KR-7 AND LB-9 PREPARE TA GET 
KR-7 HAS BEEN NEUTRAL- | | ARE UNDER ASSAULT GOOSHED, YA TIN 
IZED. TERMINATE INTRUDE... PRO DR TMIER GALOOTS / 


í 


NOT BAD-- THREE 
AT ONE Go. 


BUT I AIN'T SEEN 
NOTHIN' YET TA 
TELL [F My 
STRENGTH IS 
INCREASED AS 
MUCH AS REED 
SAID. 


INTRUDER IDENTIFIED. ACTIVATE FIRING 
HUMAN UNIT CODE SEQUENCE, 
NAMED MISTER DESTROY... 
FANTASTIC. ; 


nv, 


MANIPULATORY 
APPENDAGE AND 
WEAPON DESTROYED 
UNIDENTIFIED 
FORCE... 


I SHALL 
TERMINATE, 


Á JUST THAT LI'L 

é : OLD INVISIBLE 
SUE--ARE 4 ; ES FORCE FIELD PRO- 
You READY? À JECTOR-- ME! 


THE FIGHT AIN'T OVER 
YET, TROOPS ! 


TIFIED: MR, FANTAS- 
COMING OUT i Tic, THE INVISIBLE 
OF THAT GIRL, THE THING, THE 
>, Boy, OL' DOOMSY PN HUMAN TORCH. 


MUSTA CORNERED 
THE MARKET ON 
UGLIES / 


SEQUENCE TO Ma 
MB COMPENSATE. DB 
z == 


NOW'$ THE PERFECT WAY TA GO, ALERT! INVISIBLE 

OPPORTUNITY TO TEST SIS FORCE - FIELD 

MY INCREASED PUSHING THIS UNIT 
POWERS ! BACK / 


LO 


VLS 


Ú 


PE mA 


ERA 


Ã 


BAN 
72 


y 


N 
Ri 


THA SÍ 
FERE 


GOOVP IT FEELS, SOME- ATTEMPT TO FLY OVER THE 


TIMES, HAVIN' THE Jal V Ni CAN FLY 
THING'S STRENGTH, HAM Im 
[4 | 
is 
gs / = 


m/ 


ALL T'M RISKIN! IS 
MY LUNCH, DO WE 
AVE TO GO 50 


BE Ra DON'T MOVE AROUND TOO 
| « ALL 

H 
BLAMED FAST 2 


ARNED HOW TO | IN FACT,A MUCH. WE CAN'T SEE THE 
USE MY INVISIBLE | YOU, MN 
FORCE FIELD AS A 
MEANS OF TRAVEL. 

WITH MY IN- 
CREASED POWER, 
CARRYING ALL 

OUR OF US 
SHOULD BE NO 
PROBLEM. 


/ Te mom mao” 


MOMENTS LATER , AS SUE CAREFULLY | EXCELLENT, MY pa 


ADIUSTS THE ANGLE OF HER FORCE BUT YO 
FIELD TO BRING THEM DOWN TO THE MOMENT TO 
FLOOR ... Now. 


WHERE'S 
SOMETHING 

I CAN 
SREAK E 


UP THERE, BEN. THAT IS THEN WHAT ARE 

THE ONLY CONTROL Li WE WAITIN' FOR ? 
RA CONSOLE IN THIS LET'S Go! 
ROOM “ 


A 


FERRY YOU 
ER ur, 
FORM, THIS DISTANCE 
[5 NO DIFFICULTY. 


BUT. THAT PROVES LESS THAN 
EASY... pa 
pe THAN ONE - , 
” R SUE. 1 CAN 
) 


£ NV 


ço G pro. 6; T 
OH, NO! T SHOULD HAVE ] Wow! THIS HOLEIS 
THOUGHT -- SHOULD HAVE | LE D| DEEPER THAN THE 
ANTICIPATED ? GRAND CANYON ! 
Sm | 
| : La ly, É 
—- À á 
É ES | A 


f Ni % ADA) | |] 

b l YEH. KINDA 
| | MAKES YA 
| | HU RN WANTA $PIT... E 


OKAY, EINSTEIN. TIVE SEEN THAT 
PATENTED FURROWED BROW 
ENOUGH TIMES TA KNOW WE 


BEEN WASTED 2 
JUST BOUGHT THE FARM, 


BEN, CAN YOU BEND 
BACK THE COVERING 
OF THIS CONTROL 


You BET! T 
MATORED IN 
DESTRUCTION. 


IGN/A GOOD, NOW LET'S 
| HAUL UP SOME OF 

* THE MAIN CABLES 
«TI MEAN WIRES, 


NOW... JOHNNY, HEY, ABOUT TIME T 
PLAST THE RECYCLING )60T TO DO SOMETHING 
SYSTEM FOR THE BESIDES WELDING. YOU 

LIDPLEVILL E SURE DOOM WON'T 
“RIVER! DETECT ME ? 


FROM THIS POINT I'M 

HOPING HE DOES. VOomM 
--OR RATHER THE COMPLEX 
CIRCUITRY IN HIS ARMOR-- [S 

NECESSARY TO MY PLAN. 


REED, |$ BEN RIGHT 2 
HAS ALL THIS EFFORT 


Doom HAS BUILT MUL- 
TIPLE REPUNDANCIES 
INTO THE SYSTEM. 


PERHAPS, SUE. IT NOW DE- 

PENDS ON HOW MUCH A 

CREATURE OF HABIT 
DOOM IS... 


FOR TEN HOURS , THE FOURSOME 
LABORS, FOLLOWING THE TERSE, 
ALMOST CRYPTIC ORDERS OF REED 
RICHARDS. 


MEAN [N 
ENGLISH 2 


JUST DROP 
IT OVER 
THERE, BEN. 


AN! YOU STILL DON'T 

WANT TO TELL US WHAT 

THE PLAN IS, JUST ON 

THE OFF CHANCE 

DOOM E) MONITORING 
us. 


Eta 


BOY, SOMETIMES 
REED'S SECRECY 
CAN BE A MAJOR 


SURE. BUT T ] NO, SUSAN! T CAN'T | PLEASE, REED! MUST | TIVE PROVEN AGAIN AND 

DON'T HEAR PERMIT YOU TO GO /WE GO THROUGH THIS | AGAIN THAT T CAN HAN- 

aaerterto poom EVERY TIME A DANGER-/ DLE MYSELF IN AN EMER- 
ALONE: 


OUS TASK FALLS To GENCY SITUATION. 
ME < 


BESIDES, YOU OR BEN 
WOULD TAKE ZAYS' TO 
SEARCH THE CASTLE ON 
FOOT, AND JOHNNY 
MIGHT SERIOUSLY DE- 
PLETE HIS FLAME IN 

A LONG FLIGHT. 


T'M THE 
ONLY ONE 
WHO CAM 

GO. AND You 

KNOW (T. 


HAVE TO GO 
AND FIND DOOM 
À AND LURE HIM 
BACK HERE. 
ANP, SOMETHING JUST OVER HALF AN HOUR LATER 
- z e : 1 E 


THIS PLACE 
I$ LIKE A 
Co 70ME 


ee 
de 


f 
) 
) 


BUT STARTED HEAR 
Eb THAT STRANSE, HAUNTING 4 
> MUSIC A FEW MINUTES 
RN” GO, AND FoLLowiNG IT 2 E 
(Mi HAS LED ME... 
A LOCKED DOOR PRESENTE NO OBSTA- 
CLE TO THE DIMINUTIVE INVISIBLE 
GIRL... THE ANSWER SURPRISES 
A THIS MUST BE Doom's | À EVEN SUSAN RICHARDS... RO 
PRIVATE QUARTERS. À - 
BUT, WHO COULD BE 


] 4 
PLAYING THE PIANO “4, RSS 
S0 BEAUTIFULLY £ N Ip 


NEN 
KR RS; ES 
K = 


... BUT NEVER ANYTHING 
E I--TIVE HEARD HIM 450 BEAUTIFUL, AND YET 
7) PLAY BEFORE, YEARS” $0 FROUGHT WITH HID- 
K AGO IN LATVERIA... DEN SORROWS / 


CAUTIOUSLY, SHE APVANCES... OH... REED TOLD UE DOOM!S 
FACE WAS BADLY DISCIGUREL da 
IN AN ACCIDENT DURING 
THEIR COLLEGE PAYS... BUT T 
NEVER DREAMT IT WOULD BE 


LIKE 7447? 


| mmbçom 
WHO VARES 
INVADE THE 
PRIVATE SANCTUM 

OF VICTOR VON 


ACTUALLY SEEN 
HIS FACE. T 
WONDER... 


A BARELY AUDIBLE GASP 
ESCAPES SUEIS CLIPS... 


Tie 
Ei 


4 Da e po THE INVISIBLE ) YoU!VE UNDERESTIMATED 
1 ben il 7 GIRL! HOW 2 / THE FANTASTIC FOUR ONCE 
1005525745 98 TOO OFTEN, POOM. 
074/74 Sa 
AD LS 
VA, 


' 


7 
E 

WITHOUT YOUR GLOVES 
YOU CANNOT HURL 
ENERGY BOLTS AT ME. 
YOU'RE HELPLESS... 


.-——— 


TAUNTING HIM, 
REED'S PLAN 
DEPENDS ON 


| ne a “= DOCM'$ RAGE AND 
EB) DN : = ARROGANCE. 5) 


DOCTOR Poom NEEDS 
NO MORE THAN HIS 
WIT$ TO DEFEAT 
THE LIKES OF 


HE MOVES WiTH À 


SUCDEN SWIETNESS E 
THAT PEMES HIS 
ARMORED BULK, .. 


THAT YOU ARE FREE ANP DOUBTLESS RICHARDS FORCED NO MATTER. DOCTOR 
HAVE REGAINED YOUR POWERS, THAT TRAITOROUS PUPPET DOOM HAS FACED 
EVEN IN $0 MINUTE A FORM, SETBACKS BEFORE, 
SUGGESTS OF COURSE THAT 4 ; ANE. ALWAYS 


THE OTHERS ARE ALSO VILLE PRISON. « GED 
l FREE j N | | | TRIUMPHANT, 


7) 


HIS EGO » , / 
> [S INCREDIBLE! sor j ; ES NOW T SHALL 
HE sen as - dp »” à a io PARE ge 
GI V, = r UR LIKE TH 
K SMALLEST CREDIT, A ANNOYING ANTS THEY 
TO REED'S GENIUS: é ' HAVE BECOME! 


WITHIN MINUTES Doom REACHES THUS DO T DEMON- BUT HIDDEN FROM SIGHT... 
THE “TOWN ROOM... STRATE MY CON- ( S 


WHAT I$ THIS 2| | TEMPT FOR REED MN lr work” VAR Ge. 
THE ELOOR FLOOPED É | | RICHARDS AND , poomi$ ENERGY ESA) ; 
ELECTRICAL WIRING | | Hi$ UNENDING h Z SP 
PASSED INTO THE STUPIDITY 7” A ES y Z 

WATER 2 


AM TI EXPECTED 
TO BLINPLY STRIDE 
INTO THIS CHILDISH 
TRAP, AND ELECTRO- 

CUTE MYSELF Z 


INSTANTLY, THE HUMAN ; HEADS UP, DOOMSY! AND AL$O PREVENT 
TORCH LAUNCHES HIM- T'M GONNA MELT You FROM S$POTTING 
SELF ACROSS THE , A THAT UGLY ARMOR JM WHAT WEIVE BEEN 

ROOM, À TINY FIRE- RIGHT OFF YA! f ; 

FLY IN THE DARK- Ê 

NESS... 


You WOULO 
7 PIT YOUR 
É INSIGNLFICANT 
A FLAME AGAINST 
ME £ 


IT'S WORKING! Doom!s 

EGO WILL NOT TOLERATE 

ANY SUGGESTION THAT A 

FOE HAS INCRA 
IM; 


O TEDH 


HERE COMES 


MY" SUNDAY= 7 
UNGH! SOMETHING , E 


STRUCK MY FOOT, 
HURLING ME OFF- 
BALANCE / 


2 j I'M FALLING 


7 TOWARDS THAT 
CRUDE MECHANISM 
HIDDEN IN THE 
SHADOWS 


ba NF 
THE SUDPEN DISCHARGE LIGHTS THE 
ROOM WiTH ENOUGH CANPLE-POWER 
7O BLIND A NORMAL MAN... 


HOLY SPIT! g 


WE MILLED 
THE CREEP/ 
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Es ) ; ca, 
EA A) EA 
ENG q A 


E A di 
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mo 


OH MY HEAD/ 1 FEEL AS 
THOUGH TIVE BEEN 
SUDDENLY JARRED 
FROM A DEEP 
SLEEP! 


EVERYONE ON 
FULL ALERT: 


RN suE, USE your rorce- 
WE FIELD TO PROTECT 
KLIN í 
ALICIA / ; 
g E Pa 


— A 
E 
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NO, BEN... HE!S NOT 
DEAD -- BUT HE!S NOT 
QUITE ALIVE, EITHER. 


SYSTEMS, THROWING 
HIM INTO 'STASIS. 


ANP YET... HI$ 

PUPILS ARE FIXED 
AND DILATED, AS 
THOUGH HE WENT 


THE BAD MAN'S (C NOT IN THIS CONDITION, SON. 


NOT GONNA HÚRT BRENDA SO 1 THINK WEID BEST DO 
U$ NÓ MORE, 06). MA WMA EVERYTHING WE CAN TO 
HUH, DADDY £ ENSURE HE STAYS IN 
THIS CONDITION FOR 
A WHILE. E 


à 2EN/ BE WE CANNOT RISK UNDERESTIMA- THE TABLE 
cAREFUL ! | | ING DOOM FOR A MOMENT. HE IS HAS ONLY SIX 
THE MOST PANGEROUS MAN WHO | SPACES. 


EVER LIVED, AND WE DARE NOT 

ALLOW OUR$ELVES TO RELAX 

JUST BECAUSE WE HAVE AN 
APPARENT VICTORY, 


ALL FROZE UP, Dio ” THE PUPPET 
OR HE AIN'T, DON'T KNOW, )4 / MASTER'S BODY MUST 
WHICH |$ IT 2 ALICIA, À | ge SOMEWHERE ELSE, 


IF HE WAS RESTORED | WELL, WE KNOW HE HEY, THIS STRIKES ME AS YEH--HE'S GONNA 
To HIS BODY AT THE CAN'T GET FAR FROM JR DANDY / T MEAN-- WHAT MAKE A HECKUVA 
SAME MOMENT WE y“LIDDLEVILLE”, AND BETTER WAY TO KEEP OL! A HAT-RACK / 
WERE, HE WILL BE / RIGHT NOW DOOM Doc OUTTA TROUBLE : 


LONG GONE. IF & |5 OUR FIRST - THAN IN SUSPENDED 
CONCERN... ANIMATION. é 


Ass 


Wa 


usa 
q Ns 


MIND INTO THE ROBOTIC BODY OF 


JUST OUTSIPE LIPPLEVILLE COLLEGE...) |... SERVED ALSO TO TRANSMIT MY 
ONCE AGAIN THEY SOW ND | “VINCENT VAUGHN! 
BB : 


Eli 


e] F 


RICHARDS IS é +. 
TOO STUPID TO i AND A SIMPLE 
REALIZE THAT USING AA TWIST OF THIS 
MY ARMOR TO 4 3 RING WILL RESTORE 
TRIGGER HI$ CRUDE ME TO MY TRUE 
TRANSFERAL SYSTEM... BODY. 


I HAVE REPROGRAMMED 
THE FANTASTIC FOUR COM- — THE ROBOTS TO SERVE 
PARED TO MY HOPES FOR MY WILL. AND MINE 
MY STEP- DAUGHTER Z ALONE. 


INTO A STAGE FOR YOUR 
Drs E NCANEr 


MASTERS... 
YOU CANNOT... 


THERE |5 YOUR ENEMY, VOOM FLEES, KNOWING THAT SHOULD 
My PUPPETS” THERE IS 7H/$ ROBOT BODY “UE! HIS MIND, 
THE PESPOILER, THE WE SOUL Will PERISH WITH IT. 


CORRUPTOR / 
HE RUNS, KNOWINE THAT HE CAN 
DO $0 FOREVER, FOR AS A ROBOT 
ME WILL NOT TIRE, WLL NOT NEED 
7O PAUSE FOR REST... 


BUT, THEN, 
WEITHER 
WILL THEY... 


I CAN DO 
ANYTHING, 
Poom 


IN CASE YOU JUST JOINED US... 


Right from the start, it was obvious that THE FANTASTIC 
FOUR was an event. “The World's Greatest Comic Magazine,” the 
cover of the first issue rather immodestly proclaimed. Writer-editor 
Stan Lee and artist Jack Kirby, who by 1961 had had several years 
working together on various monster and western comics, took on 
the task of creating a new group of super heroes, and, surrounded 
by an industry that had grown hidebound with convention and 
cliché, decided to cut loose. (For a description of the creation of the 
FF, see the introduction in Stan Lee's Origin Of Marvel Comics.) 
The result changed the face of comicbooks forever. 

Here was a group of heroes who didn't look like Greek gods, wno 
didn't have secret identities,who bickered frequently and brokeup 
just as often. They fell victim to their own foibles moreoftenthan they 
were attacked by super-villains; in one issue, Reed couldn't pay the 
rentonthe Baxter Building, and the FF were evicted from their head- 
quarters. By FF &3, the basics had become stable — the FF wore 
costumes, they were housedinthe Baxter Building, the interpersonal 
relationships were pretty well set — but change has always afflicted 
the group. Sue Storm's affections wavered between Reed Richards 
and The Sub-Mariner. The Thing himself had a crush on her until his 
girl friend, the blind sculptor Alicia Masters, entered his life. Sue and 
Johnny's father, Franklin Storm, was introduced just before his 
death. The FF lost their powers in a nuclear blast, only to have Dr. 
Doom take over their headquarters. The Thing turned evil and 
joined the Frightful Four, to be followed by the Torch before they re- 
verted to normal. Johnny Storm fell in love with the Inhuman named 
Crystal whenthe FF methertribe, The Inhumans. Reed and Sue got 
married. Johnny Storm went off to college. Ben Grimm became hu- 
man again as his shape and strength were transferred to an impos- 
ter. Reed cured Ben, who reverted to the Thing to fight The Wizard. 
Sue Storm became pregnant and left the group, to be replaced by 
Crystal. Franklin Richards was born. Crystal left the group and Sue 


rejoined. The Thing temporarily gained the power to turn to Ben 
Grimm and back again at will. Sue left the group to be replaced by 
Medusa. Reed shut down his son's mind, so Sue left him and almost 
divorced him before a reconciliation took place. Crystal dropped 
Johnny and married Quicksilver. The Thing lost his powers, Power 
Man took his place in the group, and Ben Grimm began wearing a 
super-powered Thing suit. Reed lost his powers and broke up the 
group. (You get the idea.) 

In the meantime, there were villains and guest-stars galore; al- 
most every star in the Marvel universe set foot in the pages of the FF 
at one time or another. And it's a credit to the durability of the con- 
cepts originated by Stan and Jack that the FF spun off several ser- 
ies: The Human Torch starred in STRANGE TALES in Marvel's 
early days, The Thing appears with a guest monthly in MARVEL 
TWO-IN-ONE, and virtually every hero introduced in the FF has 
gone on to their own series: The Sub-Mariner, Dr. Doom (in one of 
the few series starring a villain), Colonel Nick Fury (later to become 
AGENT OF SHIELD), The Inhumans, The Silver Surfer, The Black 
Panther, and Warlock (known as Him in the early days). 

Together, Stan and Jack produced 108 episodes of the FF be- 
fore they went their ways, episodes chock full of some of the most 
spectacular concepts ever to hit comics. Others — John Romita, 
John Buscema, Archie Goodwin, Roy Thomas, Ross Andru, Gerry 
Conway, Ramona Fradon, Rich Buckler, Len Wein, Bob Brown, 
George Pérez, Bill Manto, Mike Friedrich, Sal Buscema, Marv Wolf- 
man, and John Byrne — have handled the creative reins on the Fan- 
tastic Four since then, but the Lee-Kirby work has been more than 
an example for them to follow; it is the tradition that inspired them. 
Now, as then, THE FANTASTIC FOUR is the World's Greatest 
Comic Magazine. 

Allin all, it's been a pretty good twenty years. With love and ad- 
miration, here's to twenty more. 


KEY TO THE CHARACTERS ON THE COVER: 


1) Mr. Fantastic 20) Nightcrawler 
(Reed Richards) 21) The Scarlet Witch 
2) The Invisible Girl 22) The Vision 
(Susan Storm Richards) 23) The Beast 
3) The Thing 24) Cyclops 
(Benjamin J. Grimm) 25) The Impossible Man 
4) The Human Torch 26) Storm 
(Johnny Storm) 27) Iceman 
5) Franklin Richards 28) The Wasp 
6) Agatha Harkness 29) Yellowjacket 
7) Nighthawk 30) The Angel 
8) Hellcat 31) Captain America 
9) Luke Cage, Power Man 32) Wolverine 
10) Iron Fist 33) Sprite 
11) Shang-Chi, 34) Colossus 
Master of Kung Fu 35) Daredevil 
12) The Savage She-Hulk 36) Prince Namor, 
13) The Silver Surfer The Sub-Mariner 
14) The Ghost Rider 37) Dr. Strange 
15) Thor 38) The Black Panther 
16) Iron Man 39) The FF's mailman, 
17) The Incredible Hulk Willie Lumpkin 
18) The Valkyrie 40) The Amazing Spider-Man 
19) Hawkeye 41) Stan Lee 
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ASEE PAGE [9 FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL OUR SPECIAL 
GUEST-INKERS * 


AND -- WELL, YOU GET 
THE IPEA * ENTOY 


--JIM SALICRUP 


YOU MUST HAVE THATIS HOW IT IS WIT' 
READ THAT COMIC A CLASSICS, SUZIE! YA 


ZHOUSANP TIMES, / 
Di 
q 


YOUR MOVE, MR, 
RICHARDS / 


THAT CREEPY LITTLE ROBOT HAS MORE YOU SURE KNOW 
INTEGRATED CIRCUITS THAN YOU HAVE HOW TA HURT A 
HAIR ON YOUR HEAD, MY FRIEND“ Guy! 
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y , (CRETREErEREA) 


tir É ey 
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E DS A Es CER 
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ONLY ONE MAN COU 
BE RESPON a! IBLE Fo 


LOOK! A HOLOGRAM IMAGE! 
TAKING “SHAPE BEFORE OUR Alea E BEEN 
TOOTH FAIRY 


I!'VE ELECTRIFIED YOUR ENTIRE É NOTHING YET, SUE! WE'VE SUDDENLY, THE ARMORED FIGURE 
HEADQUARTERS “ ONE FALSE WHAT. | GOT TO LEARN WHAT HE BEGINS TO GLOW, TO THROB 
y WANTS / ; WiTH INDESCRIBABLE POWER... 


MOVE AND YOU DUE? 


fa 
mn 
LA 


DON'T TRY | I'M PARTIAL TA 
H PETUNIAS “ 


I WANT YOU To FOL JUST AS THOSE FLOWERS e 
MY EVERY COMMAND DID-- BECAUSE T SO á 
OR ELSE YOU DIE -- WILLEDP IT! 


THEN, AS THE INTRUDER'S I ORDER YOU TO FOLLOW ME TO my 


aa da gia BEGINS KINGDOM OF LATVERIA ? 
7O FADE, TH: EAL DR. PDOCM 

o, NO HARM WILL 
ass MS HOVERING ; BEFALL Xou -- AT 


DS! far 


ES 


E to (ras alii 


DAR AA 


IMUST GEO! I MUST AND 50, AE DOOM E SHIP THUNDERE ELT NOT EVEN OUR VALIANT 
LEARN WHAT HE WANTS / SAYWARD ONCE AGAIN, THE EFE HEROES CAN GUSPECT THE 
FOLLOW IN THEIR SPEEDY FOGO FATE THAT AWATE THEM 
: À AND LEAVE PLANE.., tantos 


“4S$ BEHIND Z | 


FORGET IT! 4 ER AS D, Se € 
É / 7 di 
FocErHeR! OM ada 
' ) = A 
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IT DON'T S&MELL 
RIGHT TO ME! 
WHAT IF IT'S 

A TRAP Z 


WE'LL WORRY 
ABOUT THAT 
LATER? 


FINALLY... | THERE'S LAT VERIA 
DS BELOW US: Ih 

E 7. 

EM / fe / 


d 


CURIOSITY Pd / 


IF HE WANTED TO MARM DOOM NEVER LIES! HE BUT WHY DID HE 
US, HE COULD HAVE SAP NO HARM WOULD / ADD-- “ATAYIS HE 
DONE IT BEFORE / BEFALL US/ HANDS" 2/7 


FIRST, TIVE Vl THEY'RE SPRINGING UP FROM ALL 
GOT To SIDES! REACHINE FOR US-- 

DOPGE THOSE LIKE GRAPPLING HOOkS “ 
POLES 7 


NOW I GETIT/ SIT ITIS DOOM!'S WAY OF E 2SGEEESM = IF HE DON'T WANT 
BACK-- RELAX / IT'LL PREVENTING ANY SURPRISE M il COMPANY, HE OUGHTTA JUST 


BE ALRIGHT ! 


LANDINES IN LATVERIA ! A HANG HIS PIETURE AT THE 


E 
] 


LOOK! IT'S ONE OF DOOM!S EMOT/ONLESSUY, THE GUARD 
SOMEONE!S GIANT ROBOT REPLIES... 
COMING / GUAROS ? Cc YaA!N E ; 
PUSHES 4$ IN THERE! E 
AROUND! : 4 
E 


WE'RE MERE, DOOM! 444 
THE NEXT MOVE IS 4 BZ E 
UP TO YOU! « 
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N THOUGH MY KINGDOM 15 
SMALL, I SHALL MAKE IT 

À THE MOST LOWERELIL 
ON EARTH! ) 


Vai 


io es 
Wijlih 


Dá, 


MAD, AM T 2d 
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7HIS MUST 


TO MAKE ME HIS 
HOSTAGE! 


LEMME 


7H/S TIME, DON'T DO ANYTHING RASH! SHE YEAH? SO HOW DO WE G/7, YER 
AT UM, « YOUNVE IS SAFE-- AND WILL REJOIN BLASTED TREASURE CHEST? WE 
STRETCHO! To You WHEN T HAVE BLACK- JUST HOP IN OUR ITTY BITTY 
BEARD'S TREASURE CHEST. 3 y IME MACHINE 2/2 


YOU IT'VE CREATED SUCH A 
UT MAC 


HOW DID 
HINE/ BUT T CANNOT 
Go T 


HE'S GOT A TIME MACHINE! 


' : 

You KNowZ E 

NOW WOT'LL WE GIT IM FOR 
XMASZ 


ED we, imeeare 
e TAKEN THE FERRY 


WE'LL ZO IT, DOOM ! 
NATURALLY/ TT) À CHEST OF BLACKBEARD 
ANEW YOU THE PIRATE ? 
COULDN'T 

RESIST! 


YOU MUST NOT 
lb NITHOUT 


MY SENSORS COMPUTE THAT WE ARE ON 
A CARIBBEAN ISLE, IN THE TIME OF 
ELACKBEARDP THE PIRATES 


I SOMEHOW 
DOUBT IT, 
OLD FRIEND! 


TIN-HEAD you! THE 
BcEW IT! E SCENERY'S 


NOTHIN! - 
HAPPENED ! 


Naa 


CHANGED! 


cia 


) 
Piçã 
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HEY, THERE'S A BUNCHA MYRATES” WEI'RE TOO 
LOOKS LIKE THEY!RE DIVVYIN! UP CONSHICUOUS JR 
SOME STOLEN LOOT! LIKE THIS! TA 
q 


IT'S NOT SAKS LIETH 
AVENUE , BUT IT'LL 
HAVE TO DO 


I DON'TO/7 

IT; STRETCHO! 

WHY'DJA LET 
GRAB 


e E VBA y GRAB A MOL, MATES! 
Ep id i NE ã THERE'S À DECK TO 
US THREE É MN BE SCRUBBED! 


NEW CREW 
MEMBERS / 


ALTHOUGH 
THE LITTLE 
ONE!S TOO 
PUNY TO 
BE GOOP 
FOR MUCH! 


SORRY, GENTLEMEN! I SPECIALIZE 
IN TASKS THAT ARE MORE 
CEREBRAL * 


AW, SHUCKS! I PONIT DO NUTHIN!/ o NO MORE! NO MORE! ] 
1 WE 

THAT ANY BRAVE, POWERFUL , VEM 

DARING. SUPER HERO j Seres. 

NONE Pos WE CANNOT FALA 


I JUST Do pa = ) EEEe=ss 
IT BETTER! Aee — qc NE 


IT'S INCREDIBLE! WE WERE 
| SEARCHING FOR BLACKBEARD'S 
TREASURE -- AND DUE TO AN 


AMAZING PARADOX OF TIME -- 
pise 


a 
Negue, 
> 


I ALWAYS ANVOWED T'D 
BE A LIVIN! LEGEND“ 


HEY, STRETCHO! LOOKA 


VE WHAT'S STASHED IN HERE! 
WERE K/CA Ê 

P7, : sa 
soraia 


ALL HAIL OUR NEW LEADER-- | 


MIGATY GLAC; / 
GREATEST pira raid 
HEM ALL! 


BEN, COMMAND 
YOUR CREW TO 
BRING YOU 
THEIR STOLEN 


| /uereiE AND 
TI WILL 
SEARCH FOR 


(ant 


rr 
adia === 


WHO HAS WORKED 
THIS MIRACLE Z 


SORRY, BEN-- 
WE CANNOT 
KEEP IT 


e 


E MY TWO 
D Pou 
ESTE 


YER OUTTA YER GOURO IF YA EXPECT 
ME TA BRING IT TA DR. DOO-- 


reali 


ES 
Á AS 
NO/ I'VE A 
BETTER IDEA! f 


a 
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REED RICHARDS CAN BE VERY PERSUASIVE... 


WHAT IF OUR IRON- 
ARMORED FOE LEAVES 


US IN THE PAST 2 


OT 
E' you cuys KEEP 
Y. ' ZACKINS ANDI | 
VMA DO THE CARRYIN!! 


AT LAST.” THE WEALTH 
OF GLACKEEA RO 
SHALL BE MINE / 


GS 
a 2 | 


A OUR PART OF 
BROUGHT ME THE BARGAIN! 
MY PRIZE/ 


AT LAST! THERE'S THE À 


HE WON'T! EVIL THOUGH 
HE IS, dra d IS HIS SPOT WE LANDELD AT! 


O) 
RETURN 
NORMAL “ 


SHE IS SAFE! SHE WILL BE 
RETURNED TO YOU! 
THE LORD OF 
LATVERIA DOES 
NOT BREAK 
HIS WORD / 


IT AIN'T EXACTLY FAMOUS 
FER MY LATIENCE ” 


Nº REED! T ANEW YOU 
WOULDN'T FAIL / 


Ea 
/t SUE! E 
“E STILL IN 


DANGER “ 


NO! WE PROMISED TO BRING YOU Em) 
BLACKBEARD'S TREASURE CHEST! WE 


BROUGHT YOU THE CHES 


IT WAS THE 
TREASURE T 
WANTED! You 
ANEW THAT! 


ME CANIT HELP You 7 MY 
GIANT ROBOT WILL DESTROY 
HIM-- AND THE ORANGE- 
SKINNED O4AF, AS WELL / 


T ! 


THIS AIN'T 


ZSHEESA = THE MORE 1 TRY'N RE, jo) == 
CLOBEER THIS TIN TURKEY, THE ORE a Nele os 
MORE HE SEEMS TA Z£/KE IT! POWERFUL FOR YOU! 


DOIN! MY 


I-I CAN'T! HIS STRENGTH HE MUST HAVE A WEAK SPOT! My 
IS ALMOST ZM/TLESS ? SENSORS WILL ZROBE FOR IT/ 
A o N 


(=) 


ss ==" 

Rae, = 

T'LL USE MY 42 N 
ARM TO £LASSO 


HIM --GET HIM 
OFF- BALANCE! 


WELL, THAT'S M/S 
MISTAKE 


1) 
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EN DN 
Z IA VS 
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THEN, AS POOM FEEDS HIS ROBOT 
STILL MORE POWER... Er 


- R. 

na [07] ricHarns! me. 
INN CRIMM! SAVE 
der) YOURSELVES 7 
4 HE'S OUT FOR 


THE KVCL 


NOT EXACTLY, SOMETHING HAPPENED TO THE CURRENT” É 
I Zoe 


a TIS A SHORT CIRCUIT. 


SUE SAVED US, BEN! THE INVISIBLE OR N 
REST IS UP TO YOU! CAN'T ESCAPE 
pp 


* 1 HEAR 
A TALKIN', 
STRETCHO 
PUSHIN! BUTTONS ) GUE | E 
R WON'T SAVE YA / You - 
Now” : : 
O || ! E) | E 
= TA 
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HEY, TINHEAD-- NOBOLY BAH/ I WOULD NOT SULLY 1 PUNNO WHO 
INSULTS MY RELIGION 'N MY HANDS ON You! SULLY 15, BUT T'M 
GITS AWAY WIT' IT/ À “Elo GOIN! AFTER "IM! Í 


SAD 


Sa 


NO! THEY HAVE THEY WON IT FAIRLY-- 
£ARNEL THEIR AS Z WOULD HAVE 
FREEDOM ! DONE “ 


SHOULD WE 
60 AFTER 
THEM, SIRE Z 


YOU CAN TAKE THE ANP BY THE WAY ZOMORROW 

MEASURE OF A MAN HE ACCEPTS R Is SHALL BELONG 

By THE FOES HE DEFEAT / MERELY VICTORY TO ME! 
FIGHTS -- PELAYED! 


AS 


Pra 


I CANNOT KNEW THEY WOULDNITA z THERE'S MORE TO IT sta. [| HIS ZK/DE |5 AS 
COMPUTE WHY TOOD A CHANCE ag THAN THAT, BEN! 4 "BO, GREAT AS HIS 
W 


DR. DOOM DID | ME, KIDDO ! 
NOT HURL 


Z, 
HIS, ENTIRE LG é Pig 
A di 


POWER ? 


O e 
HE WANTED 
TO DEFEAT US 
WS WAY! 


HEY, HERBIE, LET YER | --HE!S THE MOST DANGEROUS 
CIRCUITS FIGGER FRUITCAKE ON EARTH-- BUT 
7HBIS OUT-- E SOMETIMES T ALMOST 

: à L/KE THE CREEP! 


HUMANS! WHO 
CAN UNDERSTAND 
THEM 2/! 


Eu 
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Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 


GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 
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JM SHOOTER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, 


I REALLY SHOULPN'T MAKE SMART 
CRACKS ABOUT LRANKVE LIKE 
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|" x ALMOST FEEL 
LIKE WEIRE 


| O a (7 
me o me) /, 


HEIS ALL NICE AN' SNUG IN À 
COZY LITTLE S7AS/S FIELD, 
THANKS TO HI$ ARMOR'S 
DEFENSE CIRCUITS BEIN' 
SHORTED OUT. *€ 


ABOUT ALL 
WE GOTTA DO 
IS DECIDE IF 
WE'RE GONNA 

HAVE HIM 
SRONZED 

OR NoT. 
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SÁ 
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d NAME, BE 
CAREFUL! 


PLEASE DON'T WALK TOO 


DON'T WORRY, ALICIA. T 


AND AS THE HUMAN TORCH FLIES AWAY, 


FROM THE BAXTER BUILDING 
MEAPQUARTERS OF THE 
FANTASTIC pao 

FoUa 


POOR JOHNNY, HE!S HAD 
SUCH ABYSMAL LUCK WITH 
HIS ROMANTIC LIFE 
LATELY, T HOPE THINGS 
TURN OUT BETTER 

THIS TIME. 


AW, FER CRYIN' OUT LOUD, 
REEP/ YOU SAID HE'S 
MELPLESS - - HE SURE 
LOOKS HELPLESS. 


KEEP IT UP LIKE THIS 

AN! YOU'LL START 

BEING SCARED OF 
EY 


“BOOGEY MAN”, 

BEN. HIS IS A 

REAL AND PRE- 
SENT THREAT 


BUT THAT CONDITION 
COULP BE TEMPORARY, 


THERE'S A CHANCE 


QUICKLY, SUSAN. I AM NOT | HAVEN!T FORGOTTEN THAT / DOOM'S ARMOR MIGHT AA) 

FAMILIAR WITH THE LAY- / YOUIRE GLIND. T WONIT / TRIGGER OUR INTERNAL O 

OUT OF YOUR HANGAR LET YOU TRIP OVER DEFENSE SYSTEMS, NZ] 
ll 


DECK. =| ANYTHING. A 
7 Ea l f) |) 


BUT RIGHT NOW WE MUST 

” CONCERN OURSELVES WITH 

JUST WHAT TO DO WITH 
OUR “GUEST”, 


THEREFORE IT WOULP BE WISE 

FOR US To ARRANGE THAT HIS 

COMING OUT OF STASIS 

OCCUR AT OUR CONVENIENCE, 
NOT M/S. 


THAT WAY WE CAN KEEP 
HIM SAFELY LOCKED AWAY 
UNTIL HE HAS FACED 
SUCH JUPGEMENT OF 
LAW AS MAY BE 
FORTHCOMING, 


WE'LL BEGIN 

BY TAKING 

HIM TO THE 

CRYOGENICS 
LAB. 


T'LL DEACTIVATE IT 
UNTIL WE GET TO THE 
LAB LEVEL. 
ro 


BOY! FIGHTIN! BAD GUYS GETS TO BE 
MORE LIKE WORK EVERY DAY. 

 SEEMS LIKE SOMEBODY OUGHTTA 

PASS A WHOLE MESS A LAWS 


MAKIN' IT ILLEGAL TA TRY TA 'COURSE, THAT 
7] | TAKE OVER THE WORLD / DON'T Do MUCH 


2a amena veres 


GOOD. STAND CLEAR WHILST T 
ACTIVATE THE STASIS FIELD... 


HAVE FLASHIN! LIGHTS AN' FUNNY 
NOISES / ato 


Es 


ANS, ESTE ==" SIL 


NOT THIS TIME TIM AFRAID, BEN, THE TOTAL BLACKNESS THANKS FER 
INDICATED THE FIELD [5 NOW ACTIVATEP. EVEN THE À THE INVITE, 
PHOTONS OF LIGHT-RAYS ARE TRAPPED AGAINST PAL. 
Pi cado ALLOWING NO LIGHT TO BE REFLECTED Á 

CK. 


AND NOW THAT WEIVE GOT ALL 
THAT TAKEN CARE OF, COULD YOUR 
SON AND T INTEREST YOU IN AN É 
AFTERNOON OF SOMEWHAT LESS BEN, WOULD You 
INTELLECTUAL PURSUITS 2 AND ALICIA CARE 
TO JoIN US £ 
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AN INCONGRUOUS COUPLE, THE MAS - 
SIVE, BRAWLINE THING AND THE DEL!- 
CATE) BLIND SCULEPTRESS. VET SO 
IGREAT /$ THE BONP OF LOVE BETWEEN 
| THEM THAT SUCH DIFFERENCES ARE REN- 
DEREP INSVGNIFICANT. po 
NO...YEAH...AW, I 
YOU SEEM TROUBLED, MY | PUNNO, ALICIA. 
PARLING. ARE YOU STILL | MAYBE I'M TOO 
OLL FASH- 
/ONED, BUT 


KEOR COMPLETE DETAILS, SEE 
OUR LAST ISSUE. -- TIM, 


TIM STILL TICKED OFF THAT I 
NEVER REALLY GOT TO LAY A 
FEW HAYMAKERS ON DOOM. 


ES = ima 


UPILISS DIS ITA SEP 


I!VE ALWAYS PREAMEP THAT SOMEDAY 
STRETCHO WOULD COME UP WITH SOME 
GAPGET OR FORMULA THAT WOULD CURE 
ME OF BEIN' THE 7446. SINCE I MET 
You IT'S ONLY BEEN STRONGER, THE 


WISH THAT T COULD JUST SETTLE 
DOWN AN' LEAD A NORMAL LIFE. 


DOC POOM GAVE US A 
TASTE OF WHAT THAT 
LIFE WOULD BE LIKE-- 
BUT (T WAS ALL A 
FAKE, ALL Z/ES. 


bra 


(Q 
Y. 


NEEDLESSLY, MY POOR 
DARLING BEN. MY LOVE 

FOR YOU I$ NOT DE- 

| PENDENT UPON YOUR 

BEING CURED OF THE 

cosmic RAY EFFECTS, 


CV 


ESPECIALLY WHEN 
I CAN'T SHAKE THE 


7” AW, MAYBE 
TIP HELPIF T 
WORKED OFF A 
LITTLE STEAM 

IN MY CYM. 


a À | 


| 


ALL THIS EXERCISE 
EQUIPMENT REED AN' ME 
DESIGNED AIN'T EXACTLY 


la 
K 
Ê 


BIN S 
q * 
x A 


o 
A ja 
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UV 
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THIS WAY MY MUSCLES GET A WORKOUT 

By PULLING AGAINST THEIR OWN 

STRENGTH. THE HARDER 1 PRESS THIS 

BAR-BELL, THE STRONGER THE PULL 
FROM THE MAGNETS. 


INF T WORKS4 BUT NO HUNKA 
ALM Oo 
WE N MAKE A MONKE 
BAR LD 

Ir MINE! 


ACT: | 

OST 7H 

LL.IT CA 

ELY Ho 

UP, a 
ab”: 


E ás im 
M RAM (Ay 


HOLY CATS ! T 

TORE THE MAGNETS 

RIGHT OUTTA THE 
FLOOR / 


MEANWHILE... | REED RICHARPS ! | HM? OH, SORRY, SUE, 
I THOUGHT YOU BUT T FELT IT MIGHT 

SAID YOU!D BE BE WISE TO CHECK 
OUR AUTOMATIC MONI- 


WAITING BY THE 
VATOR 7 TORS. ANYTHING 


/ Pe! HAVE HAPPENED 


o) = 7 


NOT WHILE T CAN CREATE AN INVISIBLE 
FORCE-FIELD BUBBLE AND PROPEL YOU 
OUT OF THE ROOM IF I NEED TO... 


BEN GRIMM. WAS BEGIN- 
NING HIS EXERCISES. .. 


(Um UM 
Udo 


IN FACT, I HAVE DISCOVERED AN | Z THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE 
UNUSUAL METEOR TRACK, ENDING | SOMETHING EARTH-SHAT- 


ABRUPTLY OVER LONG ISLAND 


SOUND. T HAVE BEEN ATTEMP- 
TING TO ASCERTAIN JUST WEEKS, IT CAN WAIT À 
FEW HOURS LONGER. é 


TERING LIKE THAT. C'MON, 
REED. IT'S WAITED TWO 


WHAT ITS ORIGINAL 
TRAJECTORY MIGHT 


HAVE BEEN. 


LET'S GATHER UIP OUR 
YOUNG SON, FRANKLIN, 
AND GO AND HAVE 
ho SOME FUN! 


HA HA! VERY WELL, MY 
DARLING / MISTER 
FANTASTIC YIELDS 
TO THE NW/S/BLE 

do GIRCS 


|| 
Mil 


Bevil 


EXTINGUISHINE HIS FLAME, THE TORCH DROPS TO THE ROOF- 
7oP BELOW. 


XIOUS TO GET OVER 
HERE T DIPN'T 
BOTHER To CALL 


aj 
viu rca NE 
quem 


pt “Na 
A || 
ia | 
THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN A DUMB 4 
MOVE, BASED ON My RECENT SUC- 
CESS WITH THE LADIES. LAST THING 


?” Z NEED |$ TO WALK IN ON FRANKIE 
AND MY REPLACEMENT... 


MANBE THAT'IS ALWAYS BEEN MY, 
PROBLEM. T DO TEND TO TAKE 
MY GIRLFRIENDS FOR GRANTED. 


BUT 1 SURE HOPE THAT'S 
WHAT FRANKIE'S BEEN 
DOING / 


WELL, 
HERE, GOES 
NOTHING! 


IN THIS MODERN, SUPER- 
LIBERATED AGE I GUESS 
NOBODY HAS THE RIGHT TO 


EXPECT ANYBODY ELSE To 
a, 


JUST SIT AROUND 


AWAITING THEIR 
CE CONVENIENCE. 


HI, WHAT CAN T DO FOR YOU --HEY, IT KNOW 
VOU! YOURE TOMNNY STORM , THE 
MSUMAN TORCE, RIGHT 2 FRANKIE TOLD 
ME ALL ABOUT YOU, YOU AND HER ARE 
QUITE THE /77EM, HUH? TIM JULIETTE 
D'ANGELO -- FRIENDS CALL ME JULIE 
ANGEL. T'M FRANKIE!S ROOMMATE. 


SORRY T CAN'T STOP AN! 
CHAT RIGHT NOW BUT T'VE 
G0T A DRAMA WORKSHOP IN 
TEN MINUTES AND TIM RUN- 
NING REAL LATE. MAYBE WE 


COULD ALL HAVE LUNCH 
SOMETIME. 


FRANKIEZ HEY, MY GOSH! YOU | Z DONIT KNOW, JOHNNY! | | TUST SIT. AND BEAR WITH | SHOW 
WHAT IS IT, BABEZ LOOK AWFUL! | SOMETIMES T THINK T ME FOR A MOMENT, OKAYZ/ YOU SOME- 
WHAT'S WRONG 2 MUST BE LOSING MY I HAVE TO TELL YOU THING, 
MIND / IT TRIED TO CALL SOMETHING -- REALLY. BUT 
YOU WHEN T FIRST REAL- (TIS ALL SO... 
IZED... T MEAN, WHEN E | INSANE/ 
I FIRST SAW... | 
JUST 
OH, I DON'T EVEN RELAX, BABY. 
KNow WHERE To I'M HERE To 


ONLY T CAN'T HELP IFI NO... NO, IT'S NOT THAT. IT'S I GUESS THE ONLY THING 
PON'T KNOW WHAT'S WRONG, NOTHING LIKE THAT. IT'S JUST... ar FOR ME TO DO |6 JUST... 
[$ IT SOMETHING Z'VE TIVE DISCOVERED SOMETHING. JUST SHOW YOU. BUT IF 
PONE2I KNOW I HAVEN'T SOMETHING ABOUT MYSELF. | IAM WRONG--WELL, I'M 
CALLED, BUT... BUT ITIS ALL SOMAD. SO É GOING TO BE REAL 
CRAZY j EMBARRASSED... 


, 


EMBARRASSEDZ 
7 É WHY 2 WHAT IS É 
| A IT YOU WANT TO ; 
hà Va bh SE 


A SOFT SIGHOF SILK ELIDING ACROSS | | SINCE THEY FIRST MET, LONE MONTHS AGO, 
SKIN ANP JOHNNY STORM 18 SUPPENLY | |IOHNNY HAS WONDERED AT THE AIR OF MYE- 
ROOTEP TO HIS CHAIR. TERY WHICH SEEMED TO SURROUND THE GIRL 

r CALLED FRANKIE RAYE, 


BUT WE WILL HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL NEXT ISSUE TO SHARE IN 
o 

FOR RIGHT NOW WE TURN OUR 

ATTENTION TO A ERIGHT ANP SUNNY 

AUTUMN AFTERNOON IN CENTRAL 


BR 27%K, /2£4L FOR À QUIET FAMILY 
EE] 007 7/NS. pm 


JOMNNY'S KNOWLEDGE... 


YOU MAY, MR. RICHARDS. 
IN FACT, YOU COULD 
EVEN GO $0 FAR AS 
TO DEMONSTRATE.... 
THESE DAYS THAT N LOVE WITH A CERTAIN 
WE GET A CHANCE | OTHER PORTION OF 
To FORGET ABOUT Ba US Z 


É REED, [TIS COMING | TAKE CARE OF FRANKLIN, 
FROM QUTSIDE SUE. T'LL TAKE À QUICK 
LOOK AT WHAT'S Ei 
HAPPENING/ 


EVEN WHEN TWO MEMBERS OF THAT FAMILY ARE 
PART OF THE WORLD'S GREATEST SUPER -TEAM ... 


I MUST CONFESS, SUSAN, THIS AFTER- 

NOON!$ VENTURE WAS A SPLENDID IDEA. 

I 20 TENP To BECOME Too a 

INSULAR, LOCKED AWAY IN 
MY LABS, 


AN EXCELLENT 
SUGGESTION... 


MOMENTS LATER... Fá o THERE'S THE SOURCE OF 


EX THE ALARM THAT 4 
F y JEWELRY STORE. AE 


AND THOSE SLIGHTLY “2 
DISREPUTABLE FELLOWS TES 
DON'T LOOK LIKE QUITE A HOLY CRUD/ 
THE CLIENTELE SUCH AN : IT'S MISTER 
ESTABLISHMENT DRAWS... PAS ss LÂNTASTIC! 


WiTH PRACTICE) SPEED AND á SORRY TO DELAY YOUR 
PRECISION, REED RICHARPS / S DEPARTURE, GENTLEMEN, 
BUT T THINK THE 
POLICE WILL WISH 
TO SPEAK WITH 
YOU... 


NOT YET WE AIN'T... 
SAINNERET TE! 


|| L SME PAUSES, AS IF CONFUSED BY THE REMAR- 
7HEN, BENDING LOW TO PASS NI KABLE SIGHT OF THIS PLIABLE HlIMAN. FOR 
Pi THE CONFINING ) || | AN INSTANT SHE SEEMS TO SWAY... 


GREAT $COTT! 
THAT WOMAN 

MUST BE NINE 
FEET TALL / 


LOCALIZED VERTIGO 

EFFECT... GENERATED 

BY THAT WOMAN!$ 
EYES... 


WiTH ALL THE STEALTH AT HER 
COMMAND, THE INVISIBEE 
GIRE MOVES FORWARD, BUT... 


HEY, MY EARS IS 
BUZZIN!, SPINNY 
MUST BE PoIN! 


AS SUDDENLY AS IT BEGAN, IT IS OVER 
ANP TWO OF EARTH 'S MOST POWERFUL 
HEROES! LIE UNCONSCIOUS... 


E 


Wi | 
P 
ds 


SHE TV 
ALMOST SOUNPS... É 
SORRY, ARCHIE / U 


AND, WATCHING IN HORROR FROM A NEARBY ALLEY... 


SHE -- SHE DID SOMETHING “4 FRANKLIN, STAY HERE 
TO REED /T DIPN'T SEE HER 5 OUT OF SIGHT, MOMMY 
HAS TO FIND OUT WHo 
THOSE PEOPLE ARE. 


DID THAT BIG 
LADY HURT. PAODY, 
BIO MOMMY £ 


TOUCH Him, OR EVEN 
MOVE, YET T SENSED... 


UA 


THIS AIN'T NO TIME 
FER MAKIN! THAT BIG LADY 
£PEECHES, À HURT MOMMY 
SPINNER / LET'S AND DADDY ! 
GET OUTTA aaa 
HERE / 


STRANGE ENERGIES CRACKLE À SHE LOOKS IN A BAD WAY, 
WITHIN THE UNDEVELOPED | ARCH. WE BETTER SCRAM 
OUTTA HERE, LEAVE HER 

FOR THE COPS, 


WHAT 2 AN! DUMP THE BEST MEAL- 
TICKET WE EVER HAD 2 PICK HER 
UP AN! CARRY HER / 


SHE!S GONNA PUT US ALL ON 
EASY STREET, AN! T AIN'T 


DUMPIN! HER TILL WE GET Ml 
THERE ? 
Ef 
ÉS 


WHATEVER You 
SAY, ARCHIE. BUT 
SHE DON'T SOUND 

AT ALL WELL / 


OOH, FRANKLIN / T THE BAD LADY BUT BEFORE MISTER FANTASTICO 
FELT SO STRANGE... | DID SOMETHING CAN QUESTION FURTHER . 
WHAT... WHAT HAP.. To YOU AN! 
ha FRANKLIN / 


WHAT HAP- AWAY. T MADE 


PENED MEURT! 


F-FRANKLIN... 
YOU DID MGAT... 2 


MINUTES LATER INSIDE THE STORE... | YES. T SAW THEY WERE 
tm NOTHING BUT DERELICTS, 
AND T WAS ABOUT TO 
CHASE THEM OUT WHEN 
THAT... WOMAN CAME IN 
THE BACK WAY WITH 


HM. ASIDE FROM THE 
OBVIOUS, DIP VOU NOTICE 
ANYTHING STRANGE 
ABOUT HER BEHAVIOR, 
OR APPEARANCE £ 


WERE THEY 
PART QF THE 


NO. NO,T -- WAIT, 
YES, NOW THAT You 
MENTION IT, SHE DID 

SEEM RATHER UNSTEADY 
ON HER FEET. AS IFSHE 
WERE... DRUNK £ 


Ih 
N LO a 


7 ANOTHER 
ALARM! 


SOUNDS LIKE 
IT COULD BE 
THE PAWN- 

BROKER'S POWN 
THE BLOCK... 


BUT SHE ACTUALLY | NO, SHE LOOKED AT SOME OF 
SEEMED TO TAKE NO | THE SILVER PIECES, BUT DIPN'T 
PART IN THE SEEM INTERESTED IN ANY- 
ROBBERY ITSELF, THING WE HAVE... 

MR, RAYMOND Z 


[THE MEN WITH 
HER,ON THE 
OTHER HAND, TOOK 
EVERYTHING THEY 
COULD GRAB, 


THEY LOOK | ALUMINUM-LEAD ALLOY, 
A MIXTURE POSSIBLE 


/ AND IT ANSWERS A NUMBER 
OF QUESTIONS, 


ns 


WEILL TAKE CARE OF IT, 
OFFICERS, PLEASE LOOK 
AFTER OUR SON... 


CAN DO, MRS, RICHARDS, 
BUT IF THERE!S A HOSTILE 
SUPER-LADY ON THE 
LOOSE WE'LL HAVE TO 
CALL IN À SWAT TEAM... 


SHE MAY BE SUPER- 
POWERED, BUT T AM BE- 
GINNING TO DOUBT SHE IS 

TRULY HOSTILE 


“NOT HOSTILE“Z REED, HOW CAN T DON'T THINK 
YOU SAy THAT, SHE ATTACKED US, S0, SUSAN. 
SHE MIGHT HAVE KILLED US IF 


I'M BEGINNING TO PIECE 
TOGETHER A THEORY AS TO 


THE IDENTITY OF OUR MyS- 
dd rag STOPPED 


| HERE THEY 
COME AGAIN ! 


TERY GIANTESS. ANP THAT 
THEORY SUGGESTS SHE 
MAY BE A VICTIM OF 

CIRCUMSTANCE, 


“TESS 


REED! CAN'T MANEUVER 
MY = id IN TIME 
O ,. 


I WAS COUNTING 
ON “SPINNERETTE!S” 
$0 WHAT! REACTION TIME 
SPINNER... BEING SLOWER... 


BUT TCANSTILL ARCHIE! MISTER 
DO TIS! aa $ NAGGED 


«o, 
ARCH / 
HALP! 


I WAS CAUGHT 
ON THE EDGE OF 
THE EFFECT, 

THIS TIME. TIM 


LEAVE "IM! KEEP RUNNIN'! 


AND NOW. T'LL JUST REEL 
IN OUR “FISH”... 


Oy, MY HEAD! S0--You LE 
KOTCHED ONE OF THEM, 
THE LOUSY STEALERS, 


f 


WHAT DID THEY TAKE 2 
ESPECIALLY THE WOMAN. 
I'M MOST INTERESTED IN 
ANYTHING SHE MIGHT 

HAVE STOLEN. 


THAT BIG LADY, SHE A CALCULA - 
DIPNIT TAKE NOTHIN!. | TORZ WHAT 
SHE BROKE ITA BRAN'] KIND-- WHAT 
NEW CALCULATOR 1 

JUST BOUGHT, AN! 

SHE LEFT ME 

BALL -BEARINGS ! 


SURE, SURE, T'LL 
TELL.T AIN'T GOT NO 
REASON NOT TO, ME AN! 
ARCH, WE GO!'WAY BACK, 

BUT HE WAS NEVER A 
GOOD 'BO, YOU KNOW? LIFE 
ON THE ROAD WEREN'T 
GOOD ENOUGH, Y'KNOW? HE 

WAS ALWAYS HUSTLING... 

ALWAYS LOOKIN'FER A 

QUICK BUCK, A QUICK 
FLIM-FLAM, 


“SO ANYWAYS , ABOUT THREE NIGHTS AGO ME AN! 
ARCH AN! SOME OF THE GUYS WERE CAMPED IN 
BACK OF A JUNKYARD, OUT ON THE SOUND. 


WWHEN ALLUVA SUDDEN, SME 
COMES WALTZIN' OUTTA TH' WooDs. 


| 
Ee 


E 


— - 


2 qe, 4 
ON ue ; ta 


“a 
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“BUT SAM -- HE DON'T TAKE TA 
STRANGERS... 'SPECIALLY NOT NINE- 
FOOT BLUE LADIES. 


“SHE SEEMED REAL SURPRISED BY WHAT 
SAM DONE... 


o 


ALOS 
a: 


RV PA 
af 


VTHEN SHE 
SEEMED REAL bo, 
MAD Drs, 


ON THAT WAS THE FIRST TIME WE FOUN' OUT WHAT SHE 


AN DO 


ARCH STOLE TWO YEARS 


R 

AGO. 
“SHE SEEMED REAL y 
INTERÉGTED IN S 


“AN ARCHIE 
IN THERE L 


-- WELL, HE WAS 
JIKE A DIRTY SHIRT, 


TRYIN'! TA TALK TO HER, LIKE. 


“WELL, THEN WE GOT TA SEE A 
COUPLE HOURS OF THE STRANGEST 
CONVERSATION YOU EVER SEEN... 


“ARCH WAS PANCIN'! ALL 
OVER, TRYIN! TA MAKE 
HER UNDERSTAND HIM, 
AN! TRYIN! TA UNDER- 
STAND HER... 


SVCVER, AN! HE SAID THAT 
WAS A QUICK WAY FER US 
TA GET RICH, WHAT WITH 
HER POWER, AN! HE 
CALLEP HER "SLINNER- 
ETTE. 


su 


IT ALL FITS 
SOMEHOW,. IT ALL 
MAKES SENSE, YES... 


AND, IF MY GUESSES ARE | OUR LNVERS4 Ee 


& 
REED, PLEASE SLOW [mal THE QUISA, MY DARLING, IS TO JUST WHAT WE NEED TO 
| HOPEFULLY PREVENT A PISASTER HALT A SEVERE ZUMLO- 
MATIC BLUNDER ! 
RR 
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YOU REMEMBER WHAT THAT OFFICER 
SAID ABOUT CALLING IN A SWAT TEAM N ) 
Á 


O, AFTER DEPOSITING THEIR CAPTIVE WiTH THE AUTHORITIES.... 
a CORRECT, 7H4S MAY BE a 
U 


has 


As 


Fen RS, 
OP$ COUL CATA Hc. 
HFOR THOSE WHO'VE WONDERED Y So y- 

PAGES SEEMED TO SPERE ENerRaiç o MM ALIEN 


ip 
EE 


A SQUAD OF POLICE CARS, AND À SWAT 


TRUCK, SURROUNDING THAT STORE, 
THAT LOOKS LIKE /7 7 SO YOU SEE, CAPTAIN, YOU MUST LET 
AMA ME PLAY OUT MY HAND IN THIS, MN À A STRANGE HUSA FALLS 
, E -Z OVER THE POLICE ON- 


I CANIT SAY T LIKE IT, RICHARDS, 
YOU AND YOUR WIFE ARE 
CIVILIANS, AND HAVE NO LEGAL 
JURISDICTION IN POLICE MAT- 
TERS. BUT, IF WHAT YOU HAVE 
DEDUCED ABOUT THAT WOMAN 
IS CORRECT... 


LOOKERS, 


NOT A MAN 
PRESENT |S 
UNTOUCHED BY 
THE ALIEN 
BEAUTY OF THE 
GIANT WOMAN. 


SOMETHING |5 WRONG. 
THE TRANSLATOR SHOULD 
BE WORKING, BUT TIM 
GETTING ONLY GIBBER- 
ISH, HOW COULD THAT 

BE, UNLESS... 


REED SOUNDED AS IF HE 


BUT BEFORE HE CAN FINISH THAT THOUGHT... 


SUE, THAT IS 477 YOU HAVE | |“Z DONIT THINK $0, SUE, JUST DO 
WAS ON THE VERGE OF ) PERHAPS -- IF SHE 


FIGURING THIS ouT. COULD SEE ME WHEN 


STUMBLED ON TO THE PERA 
UTION ! QUICKLY, 


SOL 
I'VE GOT TO I WAS INVISIBLE, MY EXPAND YOUR FORCE - THE INVISIBLE 
DISTRACT HER INVISIBLE FORCE-FIELD MAY FIELD UNTIL (T ENCOM- GIRL OBEYS... 
SOMEHOW, BE OPAQUE TO HER, TOO... PASSES ALL OF HER... 


REED, 
SHE MIGHT 
SUFFOCATE ? 


LONE MINUTES 
TICK BY, UNTIL...» 


IT'S 
WORKING! 
LISTEN, SUE / 


OH: MY-HEAD, TIM: SO - 
DIZZY! WHAT: HAPPENED- 
TOME £ 


REED, BE || Z DONIT THINK SO, MY LOVE, YOU CAN 
CAREFUL: | LOWER YOUR FORCE-FIELD FOR A 
MOMENT. SHE SHOULD BE ALRIGHT 
IN OUR ATMOSPHERE FOR A FEW 
i MINUTES NOW, 


HELLO! MY NAME IS 

REED RICHARDS ! CAN 
YOU IDENTIFY. 
YOURSELF 2 


T'AM-SOLON-STABILIZER. 


T.AM-ÁL6O VERY. CONFUSED T 


HAVE - NO: CLEAR: MEMORY - O 
THE: PAST: SEVERAL - HOURS... 


ANP $0, AFTER À QUICK TRIP TO THE BAXTER 
GunBina, AND À SHORT RIDE IN THE FAN'= 


ASTICAR., À BIZARRE TRIO GATHERS ON TÁ 


THÊ SHORE OF LONE ISLAND SOUND, 


THIS-ISº MY: SHIP, 
REED: RICHARDS ? 


YOU'LL FIND 
THEM QUITE 


CAPTAIN. AND 
WEILL TAKE CARE 
OF “SPINNER- 


THIS: [5 - THE-PLACE, REED: 
RICHARPS. MY SHIPS 
JUST - OFF: SHORE. * 


I VONIT SEE ANY 
À SIGN OF IT. (T MUST 
BE QUITE... 


! nr 


A HATCH HISSES OPEN, ANP... 


you MIGHT PREPARE FOR A 
BIT OF A SHOCK, SUE IF WHAT 
pai ME |$ 


k hds Va 


'f 


“REED! pTHEY ALL LOOK LIKE [E 
HER! TA ls MEN 4” 


wYES, SUE,” REPLIES METER FANTASTIC. “AT SOME 

PISTANT TIME IN THEIR PAST THEY APPARENTLY BE- 
===] GAN BREEDING BY FISSION, LIKE AMEOBAE; NOW THEY 

PAZ ARE, FOR ALL INTENTE, Á A NASE OF MATURAC 


GREETINGS, SOLON-| YOU - HAVE- DONE - TIM REED RICHARDS, AND 
PILOT; I-HAVE- WELL, SOLON: STA- | | THIS IS MY WIFE, SUSAN. 
FOUND-AN- EARTH- | BILIZER. WHO- |$- s! 
LING- PILOT: WHO» | THIS» ALIEN, AND- 
WILL-HELP-US/ | HOW-SHALL-WE- 
CALL-HIS- NAME 2 SOLON STA- 
BILIZER WAS 
SEARCHING 


/ THEN ALL THE SHIPIS 
FUNCTIONS -- OTHER THAN THE 
DRIVE -- COMMUNICATIONS, EN 


EXACTLY. AS-STABILIZER-IT-[S-MY- 
DUTY: TO: PREVENT: VERTIGO-IN- THE“ 
WEIGHTLESS - ENVIRONMENT-0F- 
SPACE, OF COURSE IN-A-GRAVITY- 
ENVIRONMENT: MY- POWER-HAS 
QUITE - THE - REVERSE“ EFFECT 


AND YOU NEED 
NOT PAY FOR IT WITH 
THOSE BALL-BEARING| 
CONS OF YOURS, 

EITHER? 


dE A SHEID 
I CONFESS TIM STILL CONFUSED, REED. À BUT T STILL DONIT 

I KNOW THEY NEEDED INDIUM TO UNDERSTANP WHY SHE 

REPAIR A PAMAGED SOLAR CELL, AND WALKED $0 BRAZENLY 

I KNOW “SPINNERETTE “ ONLY FELL INTO THAT HOBO CAMP, 

AMONG THIEVES BECAUSE SHE BEING S0 OBYIOUSLY |, 

WAS DRUNK ON OUR ja AN ALIEN/ 

OXYGEN-RICH AIR. a : E E 


SOLON-PILOT EXPLAINED IT TO 
ME, DARLING. YOU SEE, ALL THE 
* GOLONS LOOK EXACTLY ALIKE, 
WHILE ON EARTH WE ALL LOOK 
VERY DIFFERENT. SIMPLY PUT... 


THE WORLO S GREATEST COMIC MAGAZINE! 


É PLUS | 
SEO A DRAMATIC DEVELOPMENT dia NG 
ls IN THE LIFE OF THE Q- 

| 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 


2 FANTASTIO FOUR: 


APOLOGIZINE FOR HIS LONE = 
ABSENCE... * aces , 


.INSTEAD HE FOUND HINSELE 
CONFRONTEO WiTH À DISCOVERY 

WCH (S PESTINED TO CHANGE 

NOT ONLY HIS LIFE, EUT THOSE 

OF ALL THE FANTASTICO FOUR : 
AS WELL. ETA 


vo You sEE N 
Tr JOHNNY Z 
PLEASE TELL 
ME YOU CAN 
<EE IT TOO! 


WHERE IT 
CAME FROM! 


THE MUMAN TORCH AND HIS 
THREE PARTNERS WERE PRISONERS 
OF POCTOR POQM. -- SALICRUP. 


JOAN BINE TIM OVAR OE SHARE TIM SALCRUE THOR 


YOU VON'IT KNOW WHERE IT 
CAME FROM? NOW, COME ON, 
FRANKIE! T KNOW You've 
ALWAYS BEEN BOTHERED 
By MY BEING THE 44/- 
MAN TORCH, AND T 
KNOW TIVE SOMETIMES ( 
BEEN CARELESS ABOUT 
FLAMING ON IN FRONT 

OF You -- BUT IF THIS 

IS SOME KIND OF WEIRD 
GAG acer BACK AT 


BUT-- BUT THAT'S CRAZY,| ARE YOU GOING To 

BABE. TIVE KNOWN YOU TELL ME YOUIVE 

FOR MONTHS. WE'VE BEEN WEARING 

BEEN TO THE BEACH... / THAT THING ALL 

I'VE SEEN YOU IN ALONG AND I HAVEN'T 

YOUR SKIMPIEST NOTICED 2 
BIKINIS 


I KNOW IT 

SOUNDS LUDICROUS, 
BUT THAT'S JUST 
WHAT T'M TELLING 
YOU « JOHNNY! WATCH! 


TAKE OFF MY ROBE AGAIN, 
AND IT REAPPEARS -- 
INSTANTCY 4 


EAXTER AS 
BUILOING. À 


JTOHNNY/ PLEASE! IT'S NO JOKE. 
I'VE BEEN ALMOST OUT OF MY 
MIND FOR NEARLY A MONTH-- 
CATCHING GLIMPSES OF THIS 
THING IN MIRRORS, IN STORE 
WINDOWS, WONDERING IF T 
WAS GOING MAD. 


CAN'T YOU SEE, JOHNNY 2 
CAN'T YOU TELL BY 
LOOKING AT ITZ THIS 
ISN'T JUST A--A COS- 
TUME. IT'S LIKE MY 
OWN SKIN. /7 Won'T 
COME 0FE! 


SEEZ THE MOMENT T PUT MY ROBE 
BACK ON-- THE MOMENT I'M No 
LONGER “UNDRESSED"-- |T VAN- 

ISHES, AS IF IT'S ABSOREED |N- 


STILL CAN'T 
BELIEVE IT! 


vou SEE, JOHNNY 2 YOU | you GoT A RECORDED 
SEE WHY TIVE BEEN SO | MESSAGE, SAYING THE 


FRANTIC ? I COULDN'T | ZANTASTIC FOUR 
TELL MY ROOM-MATE ds WERE TEMPORARILY 


X da UNAVAILABLE. 
RES 


Em 


CALLED YOUR 
HEAPQUAR- 
TERS IN THE 


' 
22 
“o 


À 
» 
US BUT... You 
MUST HAVE SOME 
IDEA, FRANKIE, 


SOME NOTION OF 
WHERE THIS THING 
A CAME FROM ? 


“IT REMEMBER FEELING MONSTROUSLY HUNGRY, AS 
IF Z HADN'T EATEN IN PAYS, AND THEN; WHEN T 


IT DON'T... WEEKS AND ALL e DISCO- 
VERED |8 THAT I HAVE NO 
MEMORY OF MY LIFE BEFORE 
I WAS FOURTEEN. 


“AND THAT MEMORY BEGINS 
INA DINSY WAREHOUSE, 
WITH ME NAKED UNDER AN 
OLD LAB-COAT. IT SUPPOSE 
NOW THAT T ONLY ZHOUENT| 
I WAS NAKED. 


NO-- NO, EA “TIVE RACKED MY BRAIN FOR 


o MY WAY BACK TO WHERE T THOUGHT T 


I WA 
WEA RIN NG 
THIS 
COSTUME 
EVEN THEN. 


“I COULD FIND NO TRACE OF MY AND YOU NEVER QUESTIONED “THAT WAS JUST BEFORE THAT 
FORMER LIFE. T KNEW MY NAME WHEKE IT WAS COMING FROM £ Aa AT THE LAST ENECO 
WAS FRANKIE RAYE, A THE NEVER TRIED TO FIND OUT WHAT CEE == its NIGHT Z FIRST, 


HAD HAPPENED TO YOUR FATHER? 

FIRMED MY FATHER WAS THOMAS pl 
RAYE. IT-- IT JUST NEVER 
“AND, IN THAT MAILBOX, OCCURRED TO ME. IT 

T FOUND AN ENVELOPE ; A WAS AS IF SOMETHING 


ADDRESSED TO ME 
AND CONTAINING 


FEAR OF FIRE 


TURNED THAT 
“EVERY WEEK AFTER THAT ANOTHER ATTRACTION 


ENVELOPE WOULP COME, ALWAYS WITH 3 INTO ALMOST A 
À DIFFERENT POSTMARK. AND ALWAYE REVUESION. 
WITH MONEY-- ENOUGH TO LIVE ON.” É 


YET-- VET IT WAS AS OH, TOHNNY, IT'S ALL 

IF TIP SOMEHOW FOUND | SO INSANE! SOME- . 

A PART OF MYSELF T TIMES I FEEL TIM HURTS ! IT FEELS AS 
HADN'T EVEN KNOWN RIGHT ON THE EDGE IF MY HEAP IS GOING É 
WAS MISSING. T FOUND /--AS IF THE VEIL IS TO EXPLODE! 
MYSELF IRRESISTABLY / ABOUT TO BE TORN 

PRAWN TO YOU-- AWAY, ANP TILL KNOW! 

PRAWN TO THE TILL KNOW IT ALL / 

HUMAN TORCH, 


KEEP PUSHING” 
YOU GOTTA KEEP 
PUSHING / THERE 
HAS TO BE AN AN- 


À SWER, SOME KEY 
fisol TO YOUR PAST! 


A SUPPEN BURST AND 
SWIRL OF BLINDING » 
BLISTERINE FLAME, 
ANP THE GIRL CALLED 
FRANKIE RAYE IS GONE... 


«IN HER PLACE À 
GOLO AND CRIMSON 
COMET STREAKS 
SKYWARD, OBLIVIOUS 
TO THE MAN-MADE 
BARRIERS IN HER 
PATH... 


AND FOR À MOMENT THE HUMAN BUT FIRST, GOTTA DRAW THE À PIP IT! GOOD THING 
To 


TORCH CAN ONLY STAND DUMEB- FLAMES OF HER FIRE-TRAIL FRANKIE HAS A TOP- 
FOUNDEL..| | ME BEFORE THEY BURN DOWN FLOOR APARTMENT. 

SHE--SHE & THE WHOLE BUILDING “ a AT LEAST SHE q 

LFLAMEL on! Nj tt O MBA À DIDN'T AVEC ANY- 

AWN 4 / ONE ON HER 

BUT THAT'S IN! AN WAY OUT! 4) 

IMPOSSIBLE / NA] EAN met, AA 

IM THE ONLY N 4 E a 

ONE WHO CAN À Z 

STILL Po ; 

THAT! 


» NOW 
=» WHERE THE 
> HECK HAS 
SHE GONE? 


THERE SHE IS! BUT-- LOOK 
AT THE SPEED SHE'S GOING! 


” FRANKIE! FRANKIE 
IF YOU CAN HEAR 
ME, SLOW POWN ! 


YOU'VE GOT To 
SLOW DOWN! 


SLOW DOWN? WHY2 FREE Z WHAT THE HECK IS 
I'M FREE, JOHNNY“ SHE TAKLING ABOUT Z 


— FRANKIE, 
PLEASE / YOU GOTTA 
LISTEN TO ME... 


I DON'T KNOW WHAT THIS PLEASE GO SLOW/ BE 
POWER OF YOUR IS, EXACTLY, | CAREFUL / YOU DON'T 
BUT SOMETHING TELLS M KNOW HOW MUCH 
THIS IS THE FIRST TIME TROUBLE YOU COULD 
YOU'VE REALLY CUT GET INTO” 

LOOSE WITH IT. 


R THE 
FIRST TIME IN VEARS 
I'M COMPLETELY 
UNTROUBLEL! TIM 
SO SURE, JOHNNY! 


NOW WILL YOU 
DO ASI ASK 

ANP TAKE |T 
SLOW AND 
EASY < 


q I KNOW JUST WHAT YOU'RE | | TRY TO KEEP STRAIGHT | GOOD YOU'RE GETTIN' 


FEELING, FRANKIE. T FELT 
IT MYSELF WHEN T FIRST 


AND LEVEL, JUDGE THE | IT. NOW WHAT DID YOU 
WIND CURRENTS, THE MEAN WHEN YOU SAID 


BECAME THE HUMAN TORCH.] | THERMAL POCKETS You WERE FREE 2 WHAT 


THERE'S NO SENSATION IN 
LIFE TO MATCH THE 
FEELING OF FLYING - - 
FLYING ALL By YOUR- 
SELF JUST BY 
THINKING (T. 


NS 


j 4 N OH--ALRIGHT. 
In LET ME FLY ON 
Y; 


VV A ó MY OWN AND TILL 
ENA Be Goo 


vHE WAS MY STEP-FATHER, REALLY. HE!D MARRIED 


MY MOTHER QUI 


TE LATE IN HIS LIFE. T WAS ONLY A 


BABY. THEN MOTHER DIED, NOT LONG AFTER THEY'D 
MARRIED, T KNOW HE FELT TRAPPED THEN, WITH 
HAVING TO TAKE CARE OF AN INFANT DAUGHTER. 


SOMETIMES HE DRANK TOO 
MUCH, AS IF HE WAS TRYING 
TO FORGET SOMETHING, SOME 


VERY OLD WOU 


ND... 


| *Bur HE NEVER RAISED His 


VOICE OR HIS HAND TO ME. NOT 
UNTIL THAT STRANGE DAY WHEN 
I WAS FOURTEEN, JUST A FEW 
MONTHS AFTER THE LANTAS TIC 
FOUR FIRST APPEARED,.. 


vFOR A MOMENT I THINK IT FEARED Ri 
FOR MY LIFE, JOHNNY. BUT HE DIPN'T 
HURT ME ANYMORE. 


THAT CAN PUSH You 4 HAVE vou REMEMBERED 2 
OFF COURSE. 


(CO 
E 
e RE 
ES ES 


LIFTED. 


T'VE BEEN LIVING 

IN DARKNESS JOHNNY! 

NOW THERE'S SUN - I REMEMBER 
LIGHT EVERYWHERE / My FATHER... 


n 


a OF YOU, HE SEEMED To 


THE GUmMAN DADDY ! WHAT IS IT? 
TORCH! HE PARES TO CALL IWHAT'S THE MAT- 
HIMSELF THE HUMAN TORCH/ | TER 2 PLEASE! 
BUT HE'S NOT / THE TORCH ei ro ada 

á E: Mi: 


CE E 


YES, MY POOR 

TORCH I$ DEAD! BUT 

HE CAN LIVE AGAIN! 

WE CAN MAKE HIM 
LIVE AGAIN / 


“HE TOOK ME DOWN TO OUR CAR AND 
WE DROVE TO A PART OF TOWN T'D 
NEVER SEEN BEFORE. 


“TO AN OLD, 
DESERTEDP CHEMICAL 
COMPANY WAREHOUSE... 


“TO MY AMAZEMENT MY STEP-FATHER PRODUCED A 
KEY TO ONE OF THE RUSTED PAPLOCKS AND WE 
WENT IN — 

: É ques mm IT'S STILL HERE / ALL MY 


EQUIPMENT-- MY CHEMICALS! 
THE GOVERNMENT IMPOUNDED 
THEM-- SAID THE TORCH WAS 
TOO DANGEROUS -- SAID THEY 
COULPN'T PERMIT ME TO 
Ra. CONTINUE MY EXPERIMENTE! 


E 
“you CAN! 
CONFUSED T WAS, AS LONG AS T 


HAD KNOWN HIM MY STEP-FATHER Ltda, 
HAD BEEN A SIMPLE REPAIR-MAN, [BA 


“AT THAT POINT I DON'T KNOW 
IFZ WAS HUMORING HIM, OR IF 
HI$ FERVOR WAS STARTING TO 
INFECT ME, TOO. 

“WHATEVER IT 
WAS, WHEN HE STARTED CARRYING 
BOXES AND cCANS OUT TO THE 
CAR T WAS EAGER TO HELP. 


à BE CAREFUL, 
FRANKIE ! 


I'M OKAY, 

PADDY. REALLY! 

IMALOT 

STRONGER THAN 
I LOOK! 


“HIS TALK OF GOVERNMENT [NTERVENTION, OF 
EXPERIMENTS... ITALL SOUNDED INSANE. 


RU o DD YES, EVERYTHING IS HERE. THEY FOR- 
RE GOT ABOUT IT, YOU SEE. LOST IN ALL 

z Ad THE PAPERWORK OF WORLD WAR 

f TWO. EVEN MY PRECIOUS MOLDS, 

FOOLS! THEY LEFT TO RUST. 

COULD HAVE 

HAD AN ARMY OF 

TORCHES TO 

BATTLE THE 

NAZIS. 


NOLDP cHEMICALS SLOSH 
N INSIDE THE DRUM ANP 
GROW HOT! 


“WHAT HAPPENED THEN WAS...WELL, A / “SO, I DID. PADDY GRABBED AN OLP SMOCK AND 
MIRACLE! THE FLAMES WERE ALL OVER | , PUT IT OVER ME. BUT EVEN THOUGH I WAS 
ME, INSIPE ME, LIKE LIVING THINGS. AND OBVIOUSLY ALRIGHT HE LOOKED WORRIED. NO, 
de e NO PAIN, NO SENSATION py MORE THAN THAT. HE LOOKED FRIGHTENED/ 
OF : j 

“IN FACT, SOME - do, 7 DADDY £? WHAT-- WHAT | C-COVER YOURSELF 
HOW T SENSED THAT ALL T'P E ; WAS IT, DADDY ? WHAT/ WITH THIS, FRANKIE! 
HAVE TO DO TO STOP THE HAPPENED TO ME Z OH; MY POOR CHILD... 
FLAME WAS... THINK IT/ / É WHAT a TI DONE To 


“HE SAID THEN THAT HE WANTED To 
HYPNOTIZE ME --TO OPEN MY MIND 
IN ORDER TO SEE IF THERE WAS ANY 
ANY PSYCHOLOGICAL DAMAGE. T 
TRUSTED HIM. T AGREEP. 


“I JUST DIDN'T UNDERSTAND THEN, 
ALMOST A YEAR LATER, À PACK- 
AGE CAME FOR ME. INSIPE WAS 
THIS cosTUME AND A CASSETTE 
RECORDER. 


“I DID, THE COSTUME 
SOMEHOW CONTROLLED 
MY FLAMES. pr 


“THE TAPED 
MESSAGE WAS FROM MY 
FATHER. USING A CODE- 
WORD HE'D PLANTED IN 
MY MIND... 


“HE HYPNOTIZED ME,ALRIGHT -- BUT 
S0 THAT HE COULD PUT BLOCKS ON 
MY MEMORY... MAKE ME FORGET 
WHAT HAD HAPPENEP/ FORGET THE 
FIRE! ZEAR FIRE! 


“AND ALL THE TIME HE KEPT 
APOLOGIZING ; SAYING HOW 
SORRY HE WAS FOR WHAT HE 
HAD DONE TO ME. 


—ss A Es 


WHEN T FLAMED OFF THE THEN, JUST RECENTLY, IT STARTED SEEING 
COSTUME VANISHED AS a IT, AS SOMETHING GLIMPSEP OUT OF THE 
IF MY SKIN HAD ABSORBED q CORNER OF MY EYE. T SUPPOSE SOME- 
IT. THAT WAS SIX YEARS à THING -- MAYBE OUR RELATIONSHIP-- 
AGO. WAS WE a HYPNOTIC 
LOCKS. 


“,.. HE TOLD ME TO 

PUT ON THE COSTUME 

AND DESTROY THE 
TAPE. 


“I MELTED THE TAPE, AN 
AND THE HYPNOTIC 
CONDITIONING WAS 
RE-ESTABLISHED. ” 


IT'S INCREDIBLE! IF ALL THAT LAS 
STUFF ABOUT HER FATHER IS .. PROFESSOR 
TRUE IT CAN MEAN ONLY ONE P PHINEAS HORTON, THE 


THING! “THOMAS RAYE” WAS MAN WHO CREATED THE 
AN ASSUMED NAME. HE MUST ) ORIGINAL HUMAN TORCH/HÇO) O 


HAVE REALLY BEEN... 
HTHE FAMED ANPROI? CRIMEFIGHTER OE THE (9405, -- SALICRUP. 


BUT T DON'T WANT TO 
TALK ABOUT IT ANY 
MORE, JOHNNY! T 
JUST WANT TO &LYy” 


FRANKIE “ 


NO G00D. IT'S TOO 
MUCH, TOO SOON. 
SHE'S GSM ON 
THE FEELING, 


ANP SO IT GOES, FOR THE 
BETTER PART OF AN 
HOUR «+ 


BUT À SUPPEN BURST 
OF SPEED CARRIES 
THE GIRL OUT 

OF RANGE OF 


SHE'S 
GOING TOO 
HIGH! OH, 
FRANKIE, 

PLEASE 

COME 
DOWN... 
FRANKIE, 


ALL T CAN DO IS TRY TO 
STAY CLOSE ENOUGH TO 
HELP e aa BURNS 


“THERE'S NOT 
ENOUGH AIR UP 


AS FRANKIE RAYE HAS 
JUST DISCOVERED... 


FEAR NOT, FAIR MAID. 
IT'S THE EVER-ALERT 
HUMAN TORCH TO 
THE RESCUE! « 


“JOHNNY... 
WHAT 
HAPPENED 2 


LESSON NUMBER ONE FOR SUPER- 

FOLK, FRANKIE. “KNOW THE LIMITS 

OF YOUR POWER.“ T CAN FLY FAR, 

AND BURN REAL HOT, BUT WHEN 

I RUN OUTTA AIR IT FAW DOWN 
AND GO SMUATS 


RESTRAINT 
THIS TIME, HUHT 


NOW, WILL YOU 

Do AS T ASK ANP YOU WIN, 

THIS POWER 2 “TEACHER “ 2 

ALRIGHT, TEACH. WE!VE ; SECOND THING WE HAVE TO So BACK TO THE 

HAD LESSON NUMBER N DO IS FIND OUT JusT HOW BAXTER BUILDING WE 

ONE, $0 WHAT'S YOUR POWER WORKS. (T MUST] 60, ANP HOPE THAT 

, HAVE UPPER LIMITS, AND MY BROTHER-(N-LAW 

ISN'T TOO ENGROSSED 


NUMBER TWO Z 
THE SAFEST WAY TO 
À DISCOVER THEM IS TO IN HIS LATEST FRAMI- 
HAVE ES EXAMINE STAT TO e A LOOK 
> . ou. 


DRSNNSAEHO À | 


a | 
E 
E 


REDUCING THE INTENSITY OF THEIR 
FLAMES, THE TORCHES SWOO? LOW 

| ACROSS THE CONCRETE CANYONS OF 
MANHATTAN, BEOUND FOR THE WORLO 


FAMOUS HEADQUARTERS OF THE 
| FANTASTICO FOUR. E 


EXCELLENT, SUSAN. THE EXERCISES WE 
DEVELOPED TO REFINE YOUR INVIS(BILITY 
POWERS HAVE BEEN EVEN MORE 
SUCCESSFUL THAN I HAP HOPED EVEN 


MY COSTUME INVIS(ÍBLE UNDER MY STREET Z E 
===] CLOTHES, REED. AFTER SEVERAL Ni 
OF THAT SIMPLE EXERCISE My POWER 


TT HAS BECOME EVEN MORE SECOND- LEA 
[Mo SN NATURE THAN IT WAS BEFORE. 


MAINTAINING BOTH YOURSELF ANP a 
THAT STOOL INVISIBLE HAS A 
NO MEASURABLE EFFECT 

ON YOUR ABILITIES. 


P/7Z44 Mi j = 
“va [9/2 fim 


Ai pi ML VT dr! / 
VIM 


FINE! NOW WE'LL O”, 
TEST THE STRENGTH AND VA 
ENDURANCE OF YOUR , 
PROTECTED FORCE-FIELD 

IN ORDER TO... 


REED! SUE! 
YOU'RE NEVER 
GONNA BELIEVE 


EA 
E DESSA WHAT'S HAPPENED- À 


AMAZING! THOSE VINTAGE CHEMICALS MUST 
HAVE MERGED WITH YOUR CELLS, SOMEHOW 
AFFECTING THE MOLECULAR STRUCTURE IN 
THE SAME MANNER THE COSMIC RAYS 


CAN YOU TEST HER, 
REED? FIND OUT JUST 
HOW doidos SHE 


AND A FEW MINUTES LATER THE TWO TORCHES 
ANO THE INVISVECLE GIRL HAVE JOINED HIM 
IN ANOTHER OE THE EXTENSIVE LABORATORIES 
HOUSED IN THE UPPER FLOORS OF THE 
BAXTER BUILDING. 


ALL SYSTEMS SHOW 
READY, REED. WE CAN 
COMMENCE TESTING 
ANY TIME YOU LIKE. 


THANK YOU, 
PARLING. ALL 


RIGHT, MISS » 
ha YOU! 7 ; 


SO, AFTER SEVERAL HOURS OF EXHALUSTIVE TESTS... E T WOULD SAY, IF FRANKIE 


|$ INTERESTED, THAT AFTER 
FRANKIE!S ABILITIES CORRESPOND TO JOHNNY'S 
AS WOULD THE BIOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN A NORMAL MAN AND WOMAN. 
JOHNNY'S FLAME BURNS HOTTER, AND HE IS 


== 
VAGNABBED A ND: 
DELIVERY MEN/ THEY'P AT 
LEAST BRING 
A CRANE OR 
SOMETHING TA 
GET IT UP HERE. 


WELL, MAMA 
GRIMM DIDN'T RAISE 
HER BOY BENJAMIN $| 
TA BE NOBODY'S 
WORK-HORSE... EVEN 
IF T CAN CARRY A 


apso MS A ss 
EA mi ii 


THE CHILL OF NOVEMBER WINDS 
CUTS KEENLY THROUGH PUSTY 


INTERLUDE... 


STREETS. THE SILENCE 15 HEAVY 


Ta 


Ri 


j ia ly 


BUT, FOR MANY (TIS HOME, 
AND THEY WOULO NOT TRADE 
(TS PEACE AND TRANQUICITY 
FOR AN EASTER, HF MORE 


SOME HAVE SEEN THE 
OTHER SIDE OF THAT CON, 
ANP, LIKE THE COUPLE WHO 
PRACTICE MEDICINE OUT OF 
THIS HOUSE, MAVE NEVER HAD 
REASON TO REGRET THEIR 
MOVE TO QUIET, ISOLATED 
BENSON. 


IN THESE PARTS, DOC, JAND JAKE WAS IN ONE OF 
AN' T AIN'T NEVER /THE BIGGEST HOSPITALS 
SEEN NOTHIN' LIKE À IN NEW Ea TWENTY 


PRIVATE 


ES 
| 


WE DON'T SAVE TO PO ANYTHING, PENNY. BUT, 

TI KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN. IT'S JUST THAT IT'S 

BEEN SO LONG, TO CALL ON HIM NOW... WELL, 

I CAN'T HELP BUT WISH THERE WAS SOME 
OTHER WAY. 


BENSON, ARIZONA HAS NEVER BEEN A BOOM TOWN! 
N THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIETEEN YEARS 
OE TS EXISTENCE /TS PEOPLE HAVE BARELY 
À SCRAPED THEIR SURVIVAL FROM THE UN- 
FORGIVING DESERT. 


NO POUBT ABOUT IT, PENNY. THAT AIN'T HARDLY 
INCREDIBLE AS IT MAY SEEM | SOMETHIN! AH KIN 
THIS MAN WAS UTERALLY /PUT ON MAH RE- 
RICH TENED TO PORT, DOC. AIN'TCHA 
DEATA * GoT €OMETHIN! 
MORÉ piReatA 


Ni 


SURE, SAM. YOU CAN CALL IT A 
MASSIVE COLLAPSE OF THE CARDIO - 
VASCULAR SYSTEM, BROUGHT ON BY 
EXTREME NERVOUS DISTRESS -- BUT 

IT-SPELLS THE SAME THING. 


TAKE, YOU KNOW TIVE ALWAYS TRUSTED 
YOUR JUDGEMENT IMPLICITLY. IN THE YEARS 
I WAS YOUR STUDENT, IN THE YEARS 
WE'VE BEEN MARRIED TIVE 
NEVER DEBATEDP YOUR 

DECISIONS. 


BUT THIS IS WAY OUT 

OF OUR LEAGUE, JAKE. 

THIS |S WAY OUT OF ANY- 

BOLPY'S LEAGUE. AT 

LEAST, ANYBODY WITHOUT 
SPECIAL ABILITIES. 


THE 
ONLY ONES WHO CAN 
HELP US NOW ARE THE 
FANTASTICO FOUR! 


, 
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PÁ BOB NA JIM SALICRUP / JIM SHOOTER 
COLORIST EDITOR EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


JOHN BYRNE / TERRY AUSTIN 4 JOE ROSEN 
STORY and PENCILS GUEST INKER LETTERER 


SO I'VE DESIGNED A LITTLE 


cERMEU TS e SU SaE per N 
(5 GOVERNESS SOMETHING TO TAKE CARE 
WE'VE BEEN UNFAIRLY IMPOSING ON Fa Ja) - 
WANT TO SEE FRANKLIN ALICIA TO TAKE CARE OF HIM WUEN ci dep 
WE'RE BUSY. 


IN HERE FOR? 


(TAS BEEN JUST OVER TWO INEEKS 


SINCE JOHNNY STORM INTRODUCED 
À DRAMATICALLY DIFFERENT FRANKIE 
RAVE TO THE FANTASTICO FOUR, 


Y mEEP! MY FUNCTIONS DO 


| 7HAT 1S ABOUT TO CHANGE. | !1$ ABOUT TO CHANGE. EL HEY HE LOOKS KINDA LIKE 
a DALAI WsGA de, | NOTA 
BY MODIFYING THE CONSTRUCTION E DIDN'T LIKE AN“ FOU ACTIMIT 
i q ) WITH ALLA TIME. YOU ANY MEMBER OF THIS 
HOUSEHOLD, MEEP! 


AND MOTIVATIONAL CIRCUITRY 
PLANS FOR OUR OLD H.E.R.B.L.E. à WANNA FIGHT? 
ROBOT I'VE COME UP WITH 
THE PERFECT WATCHDOG FOR 
OUR PRECOCIOUS TUNIOR p 
CONTINSENT, 


SO COME ON OVER, 


Eme b P” im 
hm apibaia 4 el /////A 


p/ 
IVA 


) Wrueres ALSO A MONITORING SYSTEM 


A 
/ YOUNG LAD'S DEVELOPING MUTANT 

ABILITIES, THAT WAY I'LL BE ABLE TO 

KEEP A DISCREET EYE ON ANY MANI- 

FESTATIONS OF FRANKLIN'S POWERS. 

SS AND, HOPEFULLY DETERMINE THEIR 


: E ; | E EXACT NATURE. 
BRR HM in PROPER GRAMMA- 
TICAL SAGE. A ; 


DO === 


á HEADS UP, EVERYBOOY! YER FAVORITE BLUE-EYED IDOL 
OF MILLIONS [S HERE TA BRIGHTEN YER DAY AN'SPREAD 
SUNSHINE AN' SWEETNESS WHEREVER HE GOES -- WITH 
THE EVER-ABLE ASSISTANCE OF JUST THE MOST 

GORGEOUS AND TALENTED LITTLE SCULPTRESS É 
THIS SIDE OF ANYWHERE, MISS ALICIA MASTERS ! 


HE'S BACK! nes gack!  VY Lim: 
DON'T WORRY, EVERYBODY! A PE PRANKLINS NÉ 
T'LL SMASH HIM ! , BABY-SITTER! 


HMPH! L TAKE IT THEN LET ME SEE (FT CAN A SURPRISE? FROM SOMETHING I'VE 
ALL BACK. T JUST POSSIBLY RESURRECT YOUR BEEN PROMISING 
HAD My DAY ROONT! PREVIOUS FRIVOLITY BEN. I'M 2 YOU FOR MANY 
GLAD YOU AND ALICIA DROPPEO YEARS, BEN, BUT 
BY JUST NOW, I HAVE A vERY HAVE ONLY RECENTLY 
SPECIAL SURPRISE FOR YOU. DISCOVERED THE 
MEANS TO DELIVER. 


NOT SO FAST, PLEASE, N SORRY, ALICIA. YOU GET AROUND 1 THOUGHT 1 KNEW EVERY INCH OF 
BEN. LALMOST SO WELL T SOMETIMES FORGET OUR HEADQUARTERS, BUT I'vVE NEVER 
TRÍIPPED BACK THERE. YOU'RE BLIND, SEEN THIS AREA, REED. 


THE ADVANTAGE OF 
MOVABLE WALL PANELS, 
MY DARLING. 1 WAS 
ABLE TO CREATE THIS 

AREA IN SECRECY. 


EVEN FER YOL/ 


WHY SO HUSH-HUSH, STRETCHO? 
I'VE SEEN YOU TIGHT-LIPPED 
BEFORE, BUT THIS |S A RECORD 


1 DIDN'T WANT ANYONE -- 
ESPECIALLY YOU, BEN--TO 

KNOW WHAT T WAS WORKING 
ON IN HERE UNTIL I WAS 
ABSOLUTELY SURE IT 
WOULD WORK. 


AND NOW T AM. 
AND SO, T PROUDLY 
PRESENT FOR YOUR 

PLEASURE... 


) 
J| 


Ieda 


ENADE BSTNIZ 


EN +-» THE MECHANISM 
WHICH WILL Cod 
tz h TRE THINGS! 


WHAT DID YOU THINK, REED? 
THAT I'D BE TURNING HAND- 
STANDS? I'VE HEARO IT ALL 
BEFORE; PAL, AN' TM STILL 

A ROCKY ORANGE MONSTER! 


BEN? YOU DON'T 
SEEM AS PLEASEO 
AS T'D EXPECTED... 


REED! YOU'VE REALLY 
DONE (TZ YOU'VE 
REALLY FOUND A 
WAY TO RESTORE 
BEN TO HUMAN 


t BELIEVE SO, SUE. THERE IS, 
OF COURSE, ONLY ONE TEST 
By WHICH WE CAN BE 
ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN, 
BUT... 


La O 


BEN... DARLING, PLEASE DONT 
SAY THAT. T HAVE NEVER 
THOUGHT OF YOU THAT WAY. 
FROM THE FIRST MOMENT WE 
MET T HAVE THOUGHT ONLY 
OF YOUR NOBILITY, YOUR 
KINDNESS,.. 


1 KNOW T'vE FAILED YOU IN THE PAST, OLD FRIEND, BUT 
THIS TIME TM SURE. I'VE CORRELATED ALL THE DATA 
ON MY PAST FAILURES, ALLTHE MEDICAL READINGS I'VE 
TAKEN OVER THE YEARS, EVERY SCRAP OF INFORMATION 
I HAVE ON YOUR METAMORPHOSIS. 


WELL, ALICIA, D'YOU WANT 
ME TA GIVE ITA TRY? 

ARE YOU TIRED OF BEÍN' 
THE SWEETHEART OF 
A FREAK? 


1 KNOW MORE AT THIS MOMENT 
ABOUT THE PRECISE MECHANICS --« AND THAT (S 
OF YOUR CONDITION THAN I EVER WHY T CAN PROM- 
HAVE-- HOW AND WHY [IT HAPPENED, SE YOU THAT THIS 
THE EXACT FREQUENCIES AND WAavE-/) TIME IT WILL WORK 

=- PERMANENTE! 
THAT TRIGGERED IT... 


THAT AIN'T REALLY WHAT TIM ASKIN! BABY. ) THE FEELIN' THAT 7 
ALL THE YEARS I'VE KNOVIN YOU AN [TG REALLY THE ENE VER TIE SRA oe 
LOVED YOU T AIN'T NEVER BEEN ABLE THING YOU LOVE, BEFORE, BEN, NOW COME RUSH ME! 


TA SHAKE ONE FEELIN, NOT GEN GRIMA, /| ALONG. YOUR HUMANITY 


IS ONLY A FEW MINUTES 
AWAY, 


; SHE HESITATED! 
pese mr E 
YOU T LONE. 1 DON'T Because” 
CARE WHAT FORM 
YOU WEAR. THAT BEFORE,OR... 


THAT'S IT BEN, STRIP DOWN TO 
YOUR COSTUME. THIS MACHINE 
ad, WILL CAUSE YOUR BODY TO 

GOOD WHEN IT FINALLY HAPPENS. RAPIDLY SHED THE COSMIC 
HE'S WORRIED BEFORE THAT HE ; VV RADIATION. YOUR TRUNKS WILL 
MIGHT LOSE ALICIA IF HE ALLOW THE ENERGY TO PASS 
REVERTED TO NORMAL. E FREELY, BUT ORDINARY 

HOW SAD... il CLOTHINE MIGHT BECOME 
DANGEROUSLY IRRADIATED, 


IT'S SO DIFFICULT TO 
READ HER EYES, IS THAT 
CONCERN FOR BENS 
6 OR IS (TSOME- 


THING ELSE 2 SOME 
SENSE OF...LOSS? 


WORKING QUICKLY THE MAN CALLED á Ê pet FITTING YOU INTO THE MACHINE (5 
MISTER FANTASTICO INSTACLS mus ACTUALLY THE MOST TIME-CONSUMING 
MIS BARTNER IN THE STRANGE MACHINE. : PROCEDURE OF THE WHOLE OPERATION. 


Nereu A 


ag id)! des 
TRUSSED UP LIKE A b 
THANKSGIVING TURKE 


; THE DRAWING OFF * 
OF THE COSMIC 
RAYS WILL TAKE 


ONLY A FEW SHORT 
h MINUTES, BEN. 


THERE, ALL COLPLINGS LINKED, ALL 
POWER RECIRCUITING UNITS ADJUSTED 
AND PRIMED. WHEN YOU STEP OUT OF 
THAT CHAIR THE CHANGE YOU WILL 
HAVE UNDERGONE Witt BE 
PERMANENT! 


STANO By, 
OLD FRIEND... 


ALL RIGHT, EVERYBODY... 
TAKE YOUR LAST LOOK 
AT THE ZHANG? 


SS 


A SWITCH (S THROWH, 


U) 


NM 

[22 VAN 
BEN GRIMM FEELS ARCANE ENERGIES BEGIN- 
NING TO FLOW ACROSS HIM.» - À TINGLING 
THAT BEGINS AT HIS ROCKY HIDE AND SLÔWLY, 
INEXORABLY, SINKS DEEPER AND DEEPER. 


+ 


Ste ado 


DEL. errar 2 À 


AND THIS IN TURN SOFTENS, AS THE 

COLORS SET AND FADE, CHANGING 

FROM RUSTY ORANGE TO 4 MORE 
FAMILIAR GUE. 


THEN, SUBTLY AT FIRST, THE INWORD TRICKLE OF ENERG 


IS ZLOWS. SLOWS, STOOS, AND, FINALLY, REVERSES 


ARMRRA LO DIRERAI! VIGA! LAP 
THE MUTATING POWERS OF THE 
COSMIC RAYS BEGIN TO CREEP 
OUT OF THE THINGS BODY 

HIS FORM GLOWS - 


BUT; AS THE ALMOST- HUMAN BEN GRIMM 
SQUINTS THROUGH THE SHIM, 


MERING LIGHT 
THAT SURROUNDOS HMA. «FER = 


PER RRE TES 


L CAN'T SEE ANYTHING 
FOR THE SMOKE. THE 
WHOLE GONDENSER UNIT 
MUST HAVE BLOWN-- 

| BUT HOW... WHY... 


THE POWER-INTERFACE CIRCUIT 
DISRUPTORS! THEY RE SHORTING OUT!, 


no 


SUE -- PROTECT FRANKLIN 
AND ALICIA WITH YOUR 
FORCE-FIELD/ 


I'VE GOT TO GET ALICIA-- STOP! YOU 
THROUGH TO BEN! CAN'T GET THROUGH 


GOT TO DIS- MY FORCE-FIELD! 


YOU ALRIGHT 2 

I HEARD THAT 

AWFUL EXPLOSION! 
BEN! 


ONLY A MASSIVE 
POWER FEEDBACK / 
| COULD CAUSE... 


BEN/ BEN,CAN 
YOU HEAR MEZ 
ARE YOU 
ALRIGHT 2 


44///088e 
/ 


THE BRUTE-LIKE FIGURE LUMBERS 
THE SINOKRE, 


AND RECO R 
CAPE IN AWE AND HORROR. 


/ 
A 
THIS SHOULD NOT-- COULD NOT HAVE 
HAPPENED-- ALL HIS TESTS PROVED 
“ THAT THIS WOULD CURE THE THING. 
INSTEAL, HE FACES AN EARLIER FORM 
À LESS EVOLVED FORM OF MIS PARTNER. 


N é A | 
Á é E 
A es ) h 
na: ” HL 
AND REED KNOWS THAT WHAT 
HE SAID BEFORE MOLDS TRUE. 
NO KNOW PONER CAN LUNDO 
FMYS TRANSFORMATION. 


Pa > Aa 


af THIS TIME (7 ES. 
d) PERMANENT! 


” 
º 


j As! A 
Ay; y Ê 
ni) 

MORE ON THE MOST [) 
DRAMATIC DEVELOPMENT 

DF THE THINGS CAREER, 

o PLUS THE MOST UNEXPECTED 
| $ GUEST STAR OF ALL? 
BE HERE FOR... 000 


Pal (! THE WORLD'S GREATEST COMIC MAGAZINE! 


HOLOCAUST: 
NE DESERT! É 


. 
al E e. & 
<a 
Y 


A Nado À E PLUS: THE MOST 
=  UNEXPECTED Ma 


E E 
o GUEST-STAR 


OF ALL TIME! 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 


Stan Lee THE ZUNZ SG TUE LEDS. 


PRESENTS: 
a a s—! e = im 7 
ER ETA 
; . TA is 184 VERY LITERALLY, ONE 
e | 2 2/-E OR UT — 


NE 's BEEN SO 
- SO MANY YEARS 
GiNCE WE Cast SAW 


EACH OTHER. T WONDER 
IF HE EVER THINKS OF 
G- Fas. 


À Soncé OF SEVERAL MEARTEEATS. 


E sme LEFT ARIZONA A WEEK AGO, IRF 
EOUND FOR THE BIS APELE. (7 . ; 
' mm “8º THIS THE RIGHT THING TO PO? h 
R SHOULD SHE TURN GACK do 2 BR 


MAD BEEN HER (PEA, AND HER | 
RESOLVE HAD BEEN CERTAIN. A - I] 
q - a) 


; a (| VÁ! Di SRA 

EXCUSE ME--YOU MUST | SURE, AN' TIS IN Luck THAT NOW THERE'S WHAT T'M e 
E ) THINKIN ISA FoiN grOTH OF 4 [M/ MIM 7 
A GIRL. WHAT BUSINESS |5 La) A 


IT SUCH AS SHE WwouLD 
BE HAVIN' WITH THE LIKES 


FLOOR AND LOOK FOR 


ROOM 30€C. ONE O' THEM WRETCHED 


SUPER-VILLANS £ 


E An How 
“á DID SHE 
P COME T' BE 

» KNOWIN! ME 
NAME 2 


GOOD EVENING. WELCOME TO 
ANTAS TIO FOUR INCOR- 
PORATEL. MAY T HELP 

YOU PLEASE ? 


| RE 


À 
| 
|, dh 
A, || 
pi 


AH... YES. T DON'T E A 
HAVE AN APPOINTMENT, ma5500 cveniNc. wEeLcom 
BUT IT'S URGENT THAT | MT O LANTASTIE FOUR 
T SEE BEN GRIMM-- | || INCORPORATED. MAY 
j h 


“THE TINES HELP YOU PLEASE ? 


ER--I SAIP TIP LIKE TO 
SEE THE ZMNG 2 


| HELLO 2 MISS 2 ARE 
YOU LISTENING 2 


GOOD EVENING, WELCOME 
TO FANTASTIO FOUR 
INCORPORATELD. MAY T 
HELP YOU PLEASE Z MAY 


AND, AS TOHNNY TONS THE VISITOR IN THE ELEVATOR, 
ELSEWHRERE IN THE FABULOUS HEAPRUARTERS CON” 
PLEX OF THE WORLD'S MOST AMAZING QUARTET... 


REED, PLEASE“ YOU HAVEN!T | DON'T YOU UNDERSTAND, 
EATEN OR SLEPT IN THREE | SUE 2 IT SHOULD NOT 
PAYS -- NOT SINCE YOUR HAVE FAILED--NO, IT 
LATEST ATTEMPT TO CURE COULO NOT HAVE 
THE ZMING FAILED. * FAILED 


AS RECOUNTED LAST ISSUE.-- TIM SAUCRUP. 


OH, MY Led SORRY TO HAVE STARTLED 
1d YOU, MISS. REED ASKED ME 
To DO SOME TOUCHUP 
WELDS ON OUR ELECTRIC 
REGEPTIONIST HERE, AND 
T DIDN'T EXPECT ANYONE 
TO BE COMING IN JUST 


BUT AREN'T T TO BE 
SEARCHED, OR SCANNED, 
OR SOME OTHER SUCH 

SECURITY 
PROCEDURE 2 


ALREADY BEEN 
TAKEN CARE 
OF. IF YOU WERE CAR- 
ING ANY WEAPONS, OR 
REGISTERED AS HAVING 
ANY SUPER-POWERS, EVERY 
ALARM IN HERE WOULD 
HAVE SOUNDED 


IT REALIZE HOW YOU MUST FEEL, 

MY PARLING, BUT YOU CAN'T TOR- 

TURE YOURSELF LIKE THIS. EVEN 
BEN ISN'T 7548 UPSET. 


I KNOW, MY LOVE, AND 
THAT'S PART OF WHAT WOR- 
RIES ME. BEN HAS LONGED 
TO BE RESTORED TO MUMAN 
FORM, AND YET EVEN THOUGH 
HE IS AWARE THIS FAILURE 

LEFT HIM PERMANENTLY 

THE AHUNE HE SEEMS 
ALMOST... ALMOST 
RELIEVED. 


MAN EMOTION. EUT NEVER BEFORE HAS SHE 
SENSED SUCH UTTER DESPAIR IN HER HUSBAND. 


You KNOW How BEN |2, REED NOW, PLEASE, YOU MUST YOU'RE RIGHT OF COURSE, MY DAR- 
HE'S LONG SINCE LEARNED GET SOME REST, a A LING. BUT TI CAN ONLY PAUSE 
How To MASK HIS TRUE SOMETHING TO - FOR A SHORT WHILE, T MUST 
FEELINGS -- THE TERRIBLE E, ; E DISCOVER WHAT CAUSED THE 
; : FEED-BACK IN THE MACHINE T 
BUILT TO CURE BEN. 


I MUST FIND OUT WHY, 
INSTEADP OF BEING 
RETURNEP TO HUMAN 
FORM, HE WAS REGRESSED 
TO AN EARLIER, LESS 
EVOLVED VERSION OF 


ING, 
PERMANENTLUY ! 


* HE NO a NE G 
CAN E NA 
THE COSMIC RAY À 7a > à THE PYNG 
WAS, OR EVEN SOME- =) q 
THING FAR WORSE. é E ; 


ELSEWHERE, A FEW FLOORS BELOW REED'S LABS... AND, TUET cam + BAR] 
A 


ITED 
BEN, BE CAREFUL ! VHESaiaa) DON'T SWEAT IT.BABY! T KNOW YOU 
THAT HYDRAULIC | a CAN'T SEE IT ON ACCOUNT OF 
PRESS was Built À À YOUIRE BLIND, BUT THIS PRESS 
AIN'T GIVIN' ME NO MORE TROU- 


pics BLE THAN USUAL ! 
vou were O E A Ao, ITIS AMAZING ! YOUR 
CHANGED BACK. 4 Ao PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
HAS CHANGED, BUT 
YOUR STRENGTH I£ 
UNALTERED, SURELY 
IN THIS FORM YOU 
WERE MUCH LESS 
POWERFUL THAN IN 
YOUR ROCK-LIKE 
À STATE. MR GRIMM E 


/Ã 


I AIN'T ASKIN' QUESTIONS, 

FRANKIE. TIM STILL THE 

THING, BUT AS LONG AS T 

AIN'T BEEN WEAKENED NONE, 
T AIN'T COMPLAININ! 


“AUNT PETUNIA 2?! 


4 / e 1 
* ; À " á ; z 


WHAT'S MY 
FAVORITE 


TRYING VERY HARD 
TO BREATHE, JUST 
AT THE MOMENT -—- 


COULD YOU CUR- 
TAIL A BIT OF YOUR 
ENTHUSIASM, 
BEN ? 


IUCIA,I WANT | I'M VERY HAPPY 
TO MEET YOU, 
POCTOR GRIMM. 
BEN HAS SPOKEN 
OF YOU OFTEN-- 
THOUGH, YOUR 
VOICE DOESN'T 
QUITE MATCH THE 
IMAGE HE CREATED 
E You, 


I'M PLEASED TO 
MEET YOU, TOO, 
ALICIA. IT'S NOT 
—) OFTEN ONE EN- 
E) COUNTERS A 
SCULPTRESS OF 
YOUR RENOWN. 
AND, PLEASE, 


AN! SINCE HOTSHOT HERE IS A 


MUMAN TORCH IN HER OWN 
RIGHT. 
WELCOME TO THE BAX- 
TER BUILDING -- PENNY, 
IS a A BUSINESS 


DE” saunT 
PETUNIA 2" 
Ú 


A HALF HOUR 
LATER, ON THE 
RESIDENTIAL 


THIS |$ QUITE A SURPRISE, 
PENNY, EROM BEN'S REFER- 
ENCES TO HIS “AUNT 
PETUNIA" T'O EXPECTED 
SOMEONE MORE... ER... 
MATURE 2 


I CAN'T IMAGINE WHAT BEN HAS 
BEEN SAVING TO GIVE THAT 
IMPRESSION, SUE, ALTHOUGH T'M 
FLATTERED THAT HE'S MADE 
MENTION OF ME AT ALL, 


TI CONFESS T HAD COME 
TO THINK OF You AS A 
FIGMENT OF BEN'S IMA- 
GINATION. YOU ARE HIS 
AUNT BY MÁRRIAGE 2 


YES. I WAS A STUDENT NURSE 
WHEN T MET BEN'S UNCLE JAKE, 
HE WAS CONVALESCING FROM A 
BAD AUTO ACCIDENT. IT HAD KILLED 
HIS FIRST WIFE AND LEFT HIM 
PARTIALLY CRIPPLED. 


I BECAME HIS 

STUDENT, AND, 

EVENTUALLY, HIS JAN! SHEIS BEEN 

WIFE. THAT WAS / MY FAVORITE 

YEARS AGO? AUNT EVER 
SINCE / 


THEN, SHORTUY BEFORE YOU WERE 
ALL TRANSFORMED INTO THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR JAKE AND T 
LEFT NEW YORK AND SET UP 
OUR PRACTICE IN A SMALL 
TOWN IN ARIZONA. IN FACT, 
I'M AFRAIP THAT'S WHY. 
T'VE COME TO NEW 4 

YORK. 


T'M NOT 
SURE T 
UNDER- 
STAND... £ 


WE NEED YOUR HELP, REED. 
DESPERATELY. WITHOUT 
THE FANTASTIC FOUR... 


fF RK GA = 


THE WHOLE 
TOWN IS IN 
DANGER OF Sd 


ZEN HOURS LATER, THE 
NTASTICAR SLICES 


FA 

ACROSS THE EARLY 

MORNING SKY, HIGH 
OVER ARIZONA. quem 


persa 


cn 


THIS IS 
INCREDIBLE! YOU 
MADE THE RETURN 
FLIGHT IN ONLY A 
FRACTION OF THE 
TIME A JET 
WOULD TAKE. 


SOME HOTSHOT 
TOWN YA PICKED 
FER YERSELF, AP. 
ONE BLINK AN' T'D 
HAVE MISSED (T. 


AW, QUIT GRIPING, 
THING, YOU'RE JUST 
JEALOUS !CAUSE YOU 
COULDN'T FLY THE LAST 
TWENTY MILES UNDER 
7) YOUR OWN POWER, LIKE 
Ts FRANKIE AN' ME. 


JM NOVA (4 (A 
JOMN EYRNE amem cemis mem omg zm encare 


PON'T WORRY, 
FRANKIE, THEY UL 
ALL SWARM OUT AS 
$00ON AS THEY FIND 
OUT THERE ARE 
CELEERINVES 


REDUCING SPEED, MISTER 
FANTASTIC GUIDES THE 
AMAZING CRAFT POWN 


WHERE IS EVERY- 
| BODYZ TI REALIZE 
SIX AM. IS A 
BiT EARLY, 
BUT... 


IN TO 


HMM--TEN MINUTES AND | DON'T SOUND THE I'VE PROTECTED AN INVISI- THAT'S EASY FOR 
NOTA SIGN OF LIFE. T / TRUMP OF DOOM 
HOPE WE ARE NOT JUST YET, STRETCHO. [o] 

TOO LATE. MAYBE THEY'RE, BAKIN! FEELING SOME- 


US A CAKE: N THING THAT IT CAN'T 
: SEE. 


ANOTHER FIVE MINUTES CRAWL BY WITHOUT 
REACTION FROM THE TOWN... pe 


LOOKS LIKE THE WHOLE | BEN, WAIT. YOU 
TOWN'S SCRAMMED. AT | AGREED TO DIS- 
LEAST THAT MEANS T 


MY DANGED 
COSTUME. 


UNTIL WE 
DIECONER THE 

| CAUSE (TIS 
À ADVISABLE To 
KEEP THE THING 
7 | UNVER WRAPS. 


NOW, BEN CONFRONTS A CHANGEDP MAN--STILL 
CRIPPELED, BUT WITH AN ALMOST FORGOTTEN 
GLEAM IN HIS EYE, A SENSE OF PURPOSE, AN 
ALIVENES S. 


BEN HAD BEEN THE ONLY ONE IN THE 
FAMILY WHO HAD APPROVED OF JAKE 
MARRVINE THE MANY-YEARS YOUNCGER 
PETUNIA, NOW HE SEES 

PROOF HE WAS RIGHT, 


IT'S BEEN A A 
MANY YEARE HAVE FASSEP SINCE BEN LONG TIME, BEN. 
G. I 


SCRIMM LAST SAW HIS FATHER "E EROTHER, 
THEN, TÁCOE GRINIM WAS A BITTER MAN, | 
REMORSEFUL OVER THE DEATH OF HIS FIRST S00D 

WIFE, ANGRY OVER THE ACCIPENT WHICH R 7 TA SEE 
ROBBEL HIM OF THE FULL USE OF HIS LESS. CIRCUMSTANCES, F. YA, TAKE. 


AW, THERE AIN'T NOTHIN! MUCH | RIGHT HERE, BEN. WEIVE COMPLETED 
COMEININE THE HOME AN TA KNOW, SUE. MY MOM AN! | OUR EXAMINATIONS OF THE SEVEN 
OFFICES OF JACOB AND PAD DIED WHEN I WUZ A MEN WHO HAVE DIED. DOCTOR GRIMM 
PETUNIA CRIMM. TEEN-AGER. UNCLE TAKE WAS RIGHT ABOUT THE CAUSE OF 

e N | LOOKE? OUT FER ME UNTIL DEATH. I'VE NEVER SEEN SUCH 
IT SEEMS STRANGE ] |zGoT my FooTeaLU HORROR ON A HUMAN FACE, 
TO MEET YOUR AUNT ' ; SCHOLARSHIP. s 
AND UNCLE, BEN. IT E> 
MAKES ME REALIZE Rá BUT THIS AIN'T NO TIME 
FER MY LIFE STORY, WHAT'S 


HEADED 
THESE YEARS, HUSBAND 


Las 


AND YET YOU SAY THERE HAS NOT A THING, MISTER FANTAS- | TAKE, RUTH | TO SEE ALL YOUR RE- 
BEEN NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY IN | TIC. T AIN'T SEEN NOTHIN! EFFORD IS MARKABLE GUESTS, TOO, 
THE TOWN, NO STRANGERS, NO | LIKE IT IN ALL MY LIFE. T HERE TO SEE / MY DEAR. IF SOMEONE 
PECULIAR ATMOSPHERIC OR JUS! DON'T GIT IT A'TALL. YOU, HAS FINALLY COME To 
GEOLOGICAL ACTIVITY, SHERIFF 2 ' INVESTIGATE THIS BUSINESS, 
didi 4 TI MEAN TO OFFER my 


ASSISTANCE. gd! 
Va , 


Da 24 


E 


Se 


RUTH EFFORDE NOT ZAME RUTH THAT'S WHAT T THOUGHT, REED, 
EFFORDZ THIS IS INDEED AN HON- BUT RUTH'S UTTLE... ASSOCI- 
OR, MADAM, T READ YOUR TEXT ON ATE THERE FOUND AN ARROW - 
OCCULT PRACTICES OF THE AU- HEAD... q 
STRALIAN ABORIGINES WITH GREAT YES, THE DEAR CHILD-- 
INTEREST. (T'S THE DEFINITIVE WENDY 15 HER NAME -- HAD 
WORK IN THE FIELD. | READ ONE OF THE BOOKS T 
PREPARED FOR YOUNGER 
TISH TOSH, MERELY A DIVER- READERS, AND SENT ME HER 
SION, PROFESSOR RICHARDS. FIND. T BELIEVED IT SIGNIFI- 
THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG. MY CANT ENOUGH TO GIVE UP 
REAL INTEREST LIES HERE, MY SEAT AT CAMBRIDGE 
Em AND COME HERE. 


PEOPLE —- TRULY 
REMARKABLE. 


SAS 


rsss ES 


Sai 


NION SOME OF 
THE ARTIFACTS WE HAVE 
UNEARTHED HERE WouLD 
BE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE 
TO THIS CASE. 


SS 


222 


Cor 
Gean 


TWENTY=EIVE MINUTES LATER, AT AN ARCHEOLOGICAL EXCAVA- 
TON OUTSIDE OF TOWN... 


ISN'T IT FASCINATING * ALL 
THOSE LAYERS OF EARTH 
STRIPPED Away, AND EACH 
LAYER REPRESENTING 
ANOTHER AGE, 


YEAH. GOTTA BE THE 
ANOTHER TIME. 


MOST EXCITING HOLE IN 
THE GROUND T EVER À 


THERE 4T 13, PROFESSOR 
RICHARDS. YOU NOTICE THE 
EXTREME VARIFICATION OF 


OH, T DON'T MEAN TO BE GLUM MRE, 
MATTER, WENDY 2 / RICHARDS. IT'S ONLY, WHEN T SENT 
SEEM THAT ARRONWHEAD TO RUTH TI DIDN'T 
THINK SHE'D COME HERE AND DIG 
THIS PLACE UP. 


THIS HAS ALWAYS BEEN A 
SPECIAL PLACE--A NICE, 
FRIENDLY PLACE. WHEN MY 
MOM WAS SICK, WHEN 
SHE WAS DYING, IT USED 
TO COME HERE AND 
LOOK FOR ROCKS AND 
STUFF. 


IT'S LIKE 
ALL My FRIENDS 
ARE HERE... 


Loma] THIS IS AMAZING. FROM 
WHAT TIVE READ, THIS WAS 
im medo merel ALWAYS A BARREN AREA, 
YET YOUR FINDINGS 
SHOW STRUCTURES AND 
HABITATION EVEN BEFORE 
MAN WAS BELIEVED TO 
HAVE MIGRATED TO 
NORTH AMERICA, 


ERA AND LOOK AT THAT 
PP AREA OF DARK EARTH. 


PRRIB] SOME TEN THOUSAND 
MIA YEARS AGO. THE 
y LAND WAS... 
PURGED. 


das 


PS AND THE FIRST TWO 
DEATHS HAPPENED 


LESS THAN HALF A 
MILE FROM THIS DIS. 
INTERESTING... 


HEY, WENDY, YOU 
GOT GETTER 
FRIENDS THAN 


WEI'RE YOUR FRIENDS, AN! 
WITH PAL$S LIKE THE FANTAS- 
TIC FOUR YOU DON!T HAVE 
TA WORRY ABOUT NOTHIN! ! 


YOU REALLY 
MEAN THAT, 
MISTER 


O 
HAVE SUCH 
WONDERFUL 
FRIENDS. 


Ji 


Es E É | PLEASE MIKE. LET'S RA BRR CIMON CAROL, DON'T BE 

RE 74/= 7/M1E (5 SOME TWENTY 60 BACK TO CAMP. á E CHICKEN. IM JUSTA FEW 
E Z/OURS CATER. NOT FAR TM SCARED. ) . HUNDRED YARPS OVER THAT 

ME Z20M THE DG, TWO OF “ 7 ia .* - g . à WAY. IF TIM RIGHT, IT'S A 
OTA EFFORD'S STUDENTS « - s E e DISCOVERY THAT'LL KNoCkK 
E CROSS THE SHHETING e E o di é » THE OU LADY RIGHT OUT OF 
E 22/NES. mm Po a À ú Ane mm. HER DR. SCHOLLS, 


THAT'S FUNNY... IT'S BEFORE MIKE CAMPBELL CAN LA [IT'S MOVING SO QUICKLY 

COLP IN THE DESERT RR REPEY. vu AA | --AND WHAT ARE THOSE 

AT NIGHT. BUT LOOK... SHADOWS 2 

I'VE NEVER THAT MIST... ; > IT'S AS IF 

KNOWN IT TO BE » WHERE!'S IT 2 a ; THERE'S SOME- 

7H/$ COLD. À | comine From... al À THING ALIVE IN 

ss , THERE -- SOME” 
THING THAT 

MOVES... | 


+. NOW WILL YOU d 
COME BACK TO 
CAMP 2 é 


THEIR SCREAMS ARE QUICKLY 
SWALLOWEO BY THE DESERT. 


NOT QUITE MEANWHILE... 


a 
Eos Po 
HALE A WORLD AWAY À 
i SOUND LIKE DISTANT 


E 7HUNDER Ros Across ha PR qe Maca 


* THE DEEPEST HIMALAYAS. Eid: ce Há. a 
[aa Bo - : : IT IE THE SOUND OF WAR... 


4 


AND AT THE VERY HEART OE NW 
THAT WAR ABATTLE OF 
ANOTHER SORT IS BEING MORE WE CAN 


DO FOR YOU, 


A! Pi, dá á 


Ns 
PHYSICIAN, 5. 4 = INT RI ZAS 
HOW FARES s cAN BE HOPED, E N | | 
My WIFE 2 Ni quer FAN ESA | 
ua" «sp . 


ACROSS THE WORLD 
THE MUTANT, FORMER 
[7] AVENGER 15 ANOWN Ju 
tr] Z0R 4/4 TEMPER ANP HH 
Im ERASH SPIRIT, 


YOUR MUTANT GENES WITH 
THOSE OF YOUR WIFE... 
e VA THOSE OF AN NHUMAN... 

PERLY AT HIS WIFE'S ” : ZM I DO NOT KNOW. AT BEST /WHICH HAS LATELY 
SIDE * a - THE BIRTH WILL NOT BE STRICKEN ALL HERE IN 
P-PIETRO... k , AN EASY ONE, ATTILAN. 
BELOVED. YOU ARE , E á 
INTURED 2 THE WAR 
DOES NOT GO WELL? 


Tm 


THEN To vou FALLS 
THE ROLE OF SAWOR 
PHYSICIAN. QUICKSILVER. IT IS You wHo 
IAM NOT MUST NOW LEAVE THE 
INFECTED. Leaf? Ao MGIPOEN LAND... 


“IT IS YOU 

WHO MUST 

SAVE US... 
Pá 


BENSON, ARIZONA. LATE I CAN'T BELIEVE THEY!RE IF THEY'D BEEN TWO HUNDRED EACH THEYID 

MORNING OF THE DEAD, JOHNNY. THEY WERE BE JUST AS DEAD, FRANKIE. WHAT TROUBLES 

FOLLOWING PAY... JUST KIDS, A COUPLE OF ME |& THE LOOKS ON THEIR FACES. IL 
YEARS YOUNGER THAN US. À DIDN'T THINK ANYTHING COULD LOOK THAT 


SCARED. 


E NEIVA 


THIS KIND OF TROUBLE 
MAY COME LOOKING 
FOR YOU, WENDY, DO 
YOU THINK IT WOULD 
ME, T'IM AFRAID. e HOME, WENDY. BE EASIER To 60 
THEN'D BOTH BEEN WE HAVE NO HOME [F I GAVE 
DEAD FOR SEVERAL <| IDEA WHAT WE YOU A RIDE THERE Z 
HOURS ARE PEALING 
AND YET, JUST WITH. T HAVE 
LIKE THE OTHERS, a NO DESIRE TO 
THERE'S NO SIGN ARE é 
OF VIOLENCE, NO 
INDICATION THAT 
THERE WAS 
ANYTHING BUT 
THE TWO OF 
THEM HERE. 


Aya 


q Mes 
é Dre 
HED, 

) IRS ASa q 


AW, GEE, RUTH, 

DO I HAFTA co: 
I'LL STAY OUT 

OF TROUBLE - - 

SONEST! 


THEN HOLD ON TO YOUR PIGTAILS, 
SHORT STUFF. IT'S THE FRANKIE 
RAYE HOME DELIVERY SYSTEM 
AT YOUR SERVICE. 


WENDY... YOU'RE SURE 
THIS [5 WHERE YOU 
LIVE 2 


I'VE SEEN 
OC/HOVELS IN MY 

TIME, BUT 
7H 


eu. 


SURE. HERE 
COMES MY 
DAD NOW... 


WHERE You 
BEEN, GIRL? À 


I LEFT VOU A NOTE, PADDY.| NEVER MIND THAT/ You DON'T YOU MOUTH 
YOU WERE STILL ASLEEP GET YOURSELF INSIDE OFF AT ME, YOU 
WHEN T WENT OUT. T'IVE T TOLD YOU LAST NIGHT LITTLE BRAT“ 
BEEN HELPING RUTH AND TO CLEAN UP BEFORE 
THE FANTASTIC FOUR TRY YOU WENT OUT “ 
TO FIGURE OUT WHAT'S 
BEEN HAPPENING To 

THOSE... 


BUT, T DID THAT, DADDY. à y J; ) 
T CLEANED EVERYWHERE RS 
BuT ON YOUR BED. T ) + ADDY ! 
COULPN'T DO THAT BECAUSE ie À PLEASE, 
YOU WERE SLEEPING / « DON'T... 


HEY... I DIDN'T WENDY... ARE YOU THAT SOUNDED SusPI- 
MEAN NOTHIN!! SURE YOUILL BE CIQUSLY WELL - RE- 
WHO-- WHAT ARE | | ALL RIGHT ALONE HEARSEO, TIVE GOT A 
You £ WITH HIM 2 DOES FEELING THIS HAS 
HE HIT YOU LIKE HAPPENED BEFORE. 
THAT OFTEN?Z 


DRINK. HE!S NOT A 
BAD MAN, FRANKIE. 
HONEST. 


AND... HE WAS RIGHT. 
I SHOULD HAVE FIN- 
ISHED MY CHORES 

BEFORE T WENT OUT, 


FRANKIE! NO, ALRIGHT, WENDY, 
PLEASE ! DON'T BUT YOU KEEP 
HURT HIM ? YOUR HANDS To 
DON'T HURT MY YOURSELF, MIS, 
FATHER! TER--OR ELSE. 


SOME SHORT TIME LATER, WELL, TIM BEAT/ THIS 
STUFF MIGHT AS WELL 
BE GREEK-- IN FACT T'D 
HAVE LESS TROUBLE 
WITH GREEK“ 


PERHAPS NOT MYSTIFIED, 
PROFESSOR RICHARDS CON- 


FUSED, YES. THERE AR 


WHICH CAN BE FORCED 
INTO A SENSIBLE PAT- 
TERN ONLY IF T MAKE 
CERTAIN ASSUMPTIONS... 
How 1 SUSPECT 
YOU'RE AS MYSTI- 
FIED AS WE ARE 
IN THIS CASE. 


ALAS, THE PATA 
REQUIRED TO VALIDATE 
SUCH ASSUMPTIONS 
IS SIMPLY NOT HERE. 


MS O 


A DISADVANTAGE TO THE 
SCIENTIFIC METHOP. WITH- 
OUT FACTS WE CAN MAKE 
ALL MANNER OF WILD 
GUESSES, BUT THAT IS ALL 

THEY ARE. 


THE KEY TO THE MYSTERY | 'ScusE ME FER guTTIN'| [IT IS TIME ANP PAST TIME, | a 
CLEARLY LIES IN OR NEAR | IN; STRETCH, BUT ALL MY PARLING. TIM AFRAID ga 
THE EXCAVATION, NOTHING / THIS STANDIN! AROUND | | YOU AND BEN ARE MISSING | Adnet 
EVEN REMOTEUY LIKE YAKKIN! |[S GETTIN' US THE POINT. FOR THE FIRST im bidia 
THIS HAD HAPPENED IN “E THE TIME IN OUR CAREERS... A & 
BENSON BEFORE THE 
DIG WAS COMMENCED / IN THE GROUND, WHY 
PON'T WE JUST GO 2 
BACK AN! FILL IT IN$ 
.. WE MAY HAVE 
ENCOUNTEREP A 
FORCE WE SIMPLY 
CANNOT FIGHT/ 


BEN MAY HAVE A 
POINT THERE, REEP WE 
HAVE DONE ENOUGH TALK- 

INS. IT'S TIME TO ACT, 


THE SECOND 
MIGHT IN A DRY THUNDERS TORM ha 
BENSON... STALKS ACROSS THE À 


DESERT ON LEGS OF 
CIGHTNINS. vas 


HER SOBS COME IN SHORT, SHARP | | AND SHE DECIDES.| LA SHE HAS LEARNED MUCH 
STEALTH IN HER EIGHT 


GASPS. IT HURTS HER TO BREATHE 
700 DEEPLY. YEARS, HIDING FROM 
WITH THE INNOCENCE OF A HER FATHER'S RAGES, 


WENDY HAD NEVER CHILO, SHE HAS ALWAYS 
SEEN HER FATHER NO MAT- 
SO PRUNK, OR SO 


FORE, BUT NEVER 
LIKE THIS, NOW SHE REALIZES THER, 
“ss 1S À DISTINCT DANGER 
UNLESS SHE GETS HELP. 


4 


p= ) 
Eh 
HER DEPARTURE DOES 
NOT DISTURE HIS STUPOR. 


A 


A 


A SMALL, FRIGHTENED DESERT SHE HAS NOT WANTED 
CREATURE, SHE MOVES QUICKLY TO GO TO HER VERY 
ACROSS THE COOL SANDS. E a FRIENDS BE - 


BUT SHE HAS NOT GONE 
FAR TOWARDPS THE 
ARCHEOLOGICAL PIE 
BEFORE THE DESERT 
STIRS eu 


THE NVUSTS 
RISE. 


THEY SWIRL AND STREAKR 


tis GENTLY, INVISIBLE EINGERS | WMA 
AROUND HER, FRAGMENTS REACH OUT TO HER. o 


OE THE NIGHT SUDDENLY q sa y 
Rsocipiricõ : SS + WE 


À AS LF FROM A GREAT 
PISTÂNCE, À FAINT ES 


(Ss 


À VOICES SOFTEY PRONINE 


A FORGOTTEN LA GE. 


WENDY IE STARTLED E, 
BY THE DISPLAY... BUT 
— «ASHE FEELS NO ÉEAR. 


Ed STILL, SHE IE NOT FEARBUL , 
AS 7H é EVITATION ENDS: 
AND SHE 18 LOWERED CARE- | 
EUUY BACK TO EARTH. 


— o = 
BUT, UNLIKE FOS, THERE IS E 
PR 2/2Ec7/0N TO THIS ELiGHT, p 
AND, WENDY KNOWS, PURPOSE. 


Nai 


WENDY FEELS' HER - 
SEL: ri ao 


PRESENCE IN HER 
MIND. 


À AND, ABRUPTLY, THE DARKLING 
HOST !S GONE, SWIRLING AWAY 

À LROM HER LIKE FOS BEFORE A 
STIFE, MORNING BREEZE. =. 


* 


É 


do] 4 


IN THE UNSUSPECTING TOWN THERE THAT WHICH DRIETS ACROSS THE THAT WHICH 1$ NOT SO MUC, 
UNDERSTOOD BOUNDARIES OF SE: 


H 
EN OR HEARD, OR EVEN TRULY 
NOT 


WAAT (S' AND IVHAT ($ NOT. FELT, AS WE EUNDERSTAND 
DETECT THAT WHICH MOVES LIKE THOSE PERCEPTIONS. 
THE AIR ITSELF, o 


4 


(TIS NOT FEAR WHICH FPROPELS THE THING FROM 


PREFERABLY A | BEN, ARE THEY IN YOUR 
MIS BED. IT IS A FINELY HONED SURVIVAL IN- NG ONE... | ROOM TOO ? THEY SEEM 
STINCT, THE AWARENESS THAT SOMETANO TO BE SWARMING ÁLL 
WHICH 15 NOT COMPREHENSIBLE.-« - INN 


OVER THE HOTEL / 
| ) , NU) Ê Y” ” 
No 


BIG BRAIN! LET'S 
GET OUTSIDE! 


ne 
.../S BEST VIEWED Ned 
ATA DISTANCE... 


ME ns REED! Look R 
ir tu AS 


OUTSIDE ! 


LIKE A MEDIEVAL IMAGE OF 
HADES, CENSON LOOMS 
BEFORE THEM. FIRE PANCES à 
ACROSS A SKY GONE MAD. 


FASTER ANP FASTER... 


.»« PRAWING THE FLAMES 
UP AND AWAY FROM THE 
ERITTLE WOOP BUHL - 

DINGS BELOW. 


ANP EVERYWHERE THE 
AIR IS FULL OF THE 


T HESITATE 
TO EVEN GUESS, 
JOHNNY! BUT, 
WHATEVER IT IS, 
WE MUST DO WHAT 
WE CAN TO 
COMBAT AT! 


IF IT REACHES 

THAT GAS STATION, 
IT couLo BLow UP 
THE WHOLE TOWN! 


COMBAT ITE AIN'T BUT ALL THESE 


FIRES ARE RIGHT 
UP MY STREET. 


fr) m 
a 

N aii am 
Mm a 


di 


FRANKIE... 
STAY CLOSE, 
BABE. AND 
FOLLOW MY 


' 


I'M RIGHT 
WITH vou, 
hi JOHNNY! 
f y, (ida Zá 
HIGH INTO THE SWIRUING 
AIR OVER THE TOWN 


N STREAK THE TWO HUMAN 
1 TORCHES. 


SUZIE, THROW 
ONE OF YOUR 
INVISIBLE 
FORCE-FIELDS 
AROUND THE 
TANKS! 


I THINK T SEE 
JUST THE THING 
TA EE TH! 


sá 


HURRY, BEN! MY 
FORCE-FIELD 


BUT NOT ALL OF 
THE TERRIBLE 
HEAT / 


HOSE 
TANKS MIGHT 
BLOW ANYWAY ! 


MOVING WiTH À SEENINGLY MPOS- 

SIBLE SPEED FOR ONE OF SUCH 

BULK, THE THING RACES TO THE WA-HOO“ OL! 

NEARBY WATERTOWER. - BENJTY DID IT! 
HE TOPPLED 
THE TOWER 
RIGHT ONTO, 1; 
THE FLAMES: 


THERE, SOME OF THE 
MIGHTIEST MUSCLES 
ON EARTH SET TO 
WORK, TWISTING THE 
MEAVY STEEL GIRDERS 
OF THE SUPPORT LEGS 
LIKE SO MUCH PAPER ! 


=: 


o 


WHILE THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL'S FORCE-FIELD PRO- 
“|| TESTE BOTH HERSELE 
PI AND THE STATION FROM 
I THE SUDDEN DELUGE... 


[A A | 


GOOD WORK, BEN. BUT OUR 
JOB ISN'T OVER YET, LISTEN, 
THOSE SCREAMS AND CRIES 
ARE PEOPLE IN TROUBLE / p 


AN! HELPIN! FOLKS |S 
WHAT THE FANTASTIC 
FOUR IS ALL ABOUT! 
YA DON'T HAFTA 
REMIND US, 
RUBBER-MAN ! 


TOO BAD WE DON'T 
HAVE A BATTLE CRY: 
TIVE GOT THIS INCRE- 
DIBLE URGE TO YVELL |, 
AVENGERS ASSEMELE! 


THE DESERT SUN BRINGS LITTLE WARMTH 
AS 17 FORCES FEEBLE FINGERS THROUGH 
THE EMOKE THAT HANGS OVER WHAT HAD 
ONCE BEEN BENSON, ARIZONA. 


[= 


Ro 


THERE (SE ACROSS THE LAND THE 
ES ta Pçs 7 si SHENCE OF DEATH , THE ALL- 
Su ga Laje o 7 at Edo VE ENGULFING SLENCE OF UNBEAR- 
= a tá MN Sen . ! 
VAN DE DEPARTINE VEICLES 1$ 
PULLEL ANP MUTEL. 


OH, REED, ITIS SO PERHAPS DON'T PLAY WORD- 

AWFUL / EVERYTHING | NOT DYING, | GAMES, STRETCHO, 

WE DID WAS JUST A SUE. WE BLEW IT! WE 

WASTE OF TIME! WE | PERHAPS... | FINALLY CAME UP WwE ee CHASED 4 


CAME HERE TO SAVE / SOMETHING /AGAINST SOMETHIN! 
THESE PEOPLE, AND ELSE £. o => ” 
NOW THE WHOLE x A ? L-— 


TOWN IS DYING! 


DADDY! YOU'RE STILL) I AIN'T HAD TIME TO RUN. T NO, THING / I WARNED YOU WHAT 

HERE! I WAS So BEEN UP HALF THE NIGHT LEAVE HIM WOULD HAPPEN IF YOU 

WORRIED YOU!'D BE SEARCHIN! FOR YOU. WHERE'D TO ME / HURT WENDY AGAIN. 

ONE OF THE ONES À YOU GO? WHY DIO YOU RUN a YOU'VE GOT ABOUT 
A Ê 


WHO RAN AWAY / WAY ) THREE SECONDS TO 
MAKE YOUR PEACE 
MISTER, YOU GOT WITH THE ; 
SOME KINDA NERYE : WORLD... ; 
g ASKIN! A QUESTION ; ; 
ai 


LIKE THAT AFTER 
THE BEATIN' YOU 
GAVE HER. T 
OUGHTTA ... 


BUT... BUT REED? IT'S NOT FORUS TO SITIN IN ANY CASE, THE FACT THAT| THEN-- THEN You Know 
YOU SAW WENDY.., WENDY'S FATHER IS STILL | WHAT HAPPENED TO ME 
WHAT HE DID TO : HERE MEANS HE HAS LAST NIGHT, AFTER T 
ALREADY BEEN JUDGEDP WA 
By A FAR HIGHER 
THAT |I£$ SOMETHING YOU WILL POWER THAN ANY WE «.. THOSE THINGS, 
HAVE To LEARN VERY QUICKLY! COMMAND. AND WHAT THEY DID 2 


AND... YOU BELIEVE 
WHAT THEY SHOWED 
MEZ THAT I CAN 
CHANGE 2 


IF YOU WANT TO/ WE ALL CARRY 
WITHIN US THE SEEDS OF OUR OWN 
DESTRUCTION OR SALVATION. YOU 
WERE FORCED TO CONFRONT A SIDE 
OF YOURSELF FEW MEN SEE IN THEIR 
| LIFETIMES, WHAT YOU DO WITH 
THAT VISION IS UP TO YOU. 


I CANNOT PUT À NAME TO THOSE CREATURES 
WE ALL SAW CAST NIGHT, BUT THAT THEY 
SAME CONCLUSIONS HAS BEEN IN AL 


HAD POWERS ALMOST BEYOND UNDER- 
ABOUT THE EVENTS OF aa RES ) e STANDING |S SELE-EVIDENT. 
T ; 


LAST NIGHT THE PEOPLE OF 
BENSON WERE CONFRONTED 
WITH THE FORCE OE THEIR 
OWN EVIL NATURES, THE TER- 
RIBLE DARK SIDE THAT PWELLS 
WITHIN ALL 0F US. 


SOME COULD NOT FACE 
THAT CONFRONTATION, 
AND PERISHED, FRIGHT- 
ENED TO DEATH BY 
THEIR OWN HIDDEN 
FACE, 


OTHERS FLED FROM THAT id BUT WE KNOW THIS IS NOT THE 
DARK TRUTH. PERHAPS THEY as ) FIRST SUCH JUPGEMENT. THE 
HAVE BEEN TOUCHED BY - a HUMAN INHABITANTS OF THIS AREA 
WHAT THEY SAW. PERHAPS í WERE PURGEP COMPLETELY, TEN 
THEIR BETTER NATURES | : j THOUSAND YEARS AGO, AND PER- 
HAVE BEEN => E HAPS TEN THOUSAND YEARS 
STRENGTHENED ; : BEFORE THAT. 


WHO CAN TELL, IN ANOTHER 
TEN THOUSAND YEARS THOSE 
BEINGS MAY RISE AGAIN, TO 
JUDGE ALL OF MANKIND...T PRAY 
THEY WILL FIND US... MORTA! 


AFTERNOON, THE REMAINING 
POPULACE HAVE SAID THEIR 
FAREWELLS TO THEIR 
REMARKABLE VISITORS. 


THE SUN !S WARM AND PLEASANT 
AS WENDY AT LAST TURNS FROM 
THE SHKRINKING DOT OF THE 
FANTASTICAR, FAR INTHE SKY. 


SA 


THIS IE HER SECRET 
LACE... cu — 


CIAL SPOT SHE HAS NOT SHOWN 
RUTH EFRORD. 


2? 


SADDENED, EUT WITH SLOWLY. 


HERE, THE AIR !S COOL, ANP THE 
MEUSTY EMELL OF GREAT AGE 
HAS GATHERED UPON THE 


WENDY MOVES EASILY 
THROUGH THE SHADOWS. 


EUR 


WS 


Es jm EI A W 
E antasi e 


TIVG 


ÚTA 
QUA 
Ni '8. VEM 
| Ne É a 
Ee GA é 


Reed Richards! Ben Grimm! Sue Richards! Johnny Storm! Together they braved the unknown terrors of outer 
space and were changed into something more than human! MR. FANTASTIC! THE THING! THE INVISIBLE 


GIRL! THE HUMAN TORCH! And now the world will never again be the same! 
Stm Lee 

PRESENTS: 

| RO 

va hab 


= DO ma 
Mm o. = 
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Ao 

) 

| 
l | R 


JOHN BYENE 


HNORPS ANP PICTURES 
IM NOVAR GEYNIS WEIN 
LETTERS COLORIST 
IM SACICREO JM SHOOTER 
ECLITOR 


EDITOR-IN-CHIER 


[A WEEK AGO HE LEFT THE FASLED 
DEOEN LANE, DEEP IN THE MOST 
REMOTE AUIMALAVAS. 


MEEDLESS OF BUSTLING 
TRAFFIC WHICH TO HUM 
SEEMS POISED MOTION - 
LESS, AS (E TIME 17- 
SELF HAS HALTED. 


[A Tive UP! IE 
LRANKESN FINDE HIE 
| CQC cHRISTMAS PRESENTE 
AFTER TIVE STASHED 
(EM UP HERE, I'M GON- 
NA LET HIM KEEP “EM! 


Mila 


| uam po 


IT JUST GETS 
UM — HARDER AN! 

b/ HARDER TA HIDE 
STUFF FROM THAT 
KID. IT'S ALMOST 
LIKE HE KNOWS 

WHAT T'M... 


TE 


W THAT TIME, HE HAS HARDY FAUSELD, 
PUSHING HINISELE RELENTLESSCY, PAST HIS 
PHYSICAL AND MENTAL LIMITS, THROUGH 
ICE ANP SNOW ANP TERRAINS WHICH WOULO 


SURELY HAVE KILLED A LESSER MAN. 


THE PAIN ANO 
ANGUISH OF TWEN- 
7Y THOUSANO 
MILES SLUICES 
E ZROM “IM. HIS 
GOAL IS ALMOST 
ACHIEVED. 


THE INTREDER ALERT 
ALARM SLCES THROUGH 
7HE EVENING SILENCE... 


SLACKENINE HIS PACE 
NOT THE SLIGHTEST 
ME LANCES UP THE 
SHEER FACE OF THE 
FAR-FAMED GAX- 
TER BUILONE..- 


AND ONE WITH EYES 
SHARP ENOUGH TO 
MARK HIS JOURNEY 
MIGHT FOR A MO- 
MENT WONDER IF THE 
LAW OF GRAVITY HAD 
BEEN REPEALED. 


FOR A MOMENT THESE SOLE OCCULANTSE 
OF THE VAST TOP-ELOOR MANCAR DECK 
STAND AS E TRANSFIXED... 


WITH ASTON SHINE SPEED 
BEN ERIMM'S MIND 
SCANS HIS RECOLLECTIONS 
OF KNOWN FOES TRYINE TO 
PLACE THIS SHAPOW - 
SHROUDED INTRUDER. 


e 
Eos 


.., BEFORE HE ($ GALVÂNIZEL 
INTO DRAMATIC ACTION... Í 


= 


/NSTINCTIVELY THE FHINE REACHES OUT; 
MIEHTY MUSCLES TEARINE AT RE-ENFORCED 
STEEL AS [E IT WERE EUT CARDEODARO... 


AWRIGHT, YA BLASTED 
GADFLY--IF YA WON!T 
HOLP STILL LONG 
ENOUGH FOR ME TA 
RECOGNIZE YA... 


EAN 


= HH a e A 5 n 
; tá 


nn 4 


.T'LL TAKE À 
MORE DIRECT 
ROUTE TA SLOW 
YA DOWN ! 


AB 


f 


WHILE THE SUNER-HAIRED 
SPEEDPSTER ALLOWS HIM- 
IWSELFA MOMENT OF 
SHOCK AT THE SIGHT OF 
THIS ORANGE -SKINNED 


RICOCHETINE HIS BODY FROM THE WALLS THE 4 
INTRUPER EUILOS ENOUEH SPEED TO AT LAST 


MURE HIMSELE AGAINST HIS TARGET... 


2 


(SF 


BUT FAST AS HE IS,THE THING 

MOVES AS SLOWLY AS JF MIRED 
IN MOLASSES TO THE EYES OF 
HS APVERSARY. 


OTHERS, THOUGH, 
ARE SWIFTER... AR 
NA 


É FINALLY SOME 
À REAL ACTION! 


FRANKIE! 
NO / DON'T, 


WITH A SUPPEN EURST OE 
NAN VS 


HIS SPEED IS 
INCREDIBLE! THE 
WAY HE MOVES 


ALMOST REMINDS 
a p ME OE... 
pe 


BUT ITCAN'T 
BE YUM --HE'S 


SPEED THE hs 
FOR: 
THE 
Vs, A PNR 
4 VA 


NS) 
td 
«Vim 

Pull) 


FRANKIE/ F'HEAVEN'S 
SAKE/ YOU COULD 
HAVE KZLLED 

HIM 4 


ASAS 
Pr FM hj 


) 
SE e 
TESS 


mm TOHNNY STORM FEELS 

, A COLD FIST CLOSE ABOUT 

a õ: HIS HEART AT ERANKS E 
ME SE RAYE'S WORDS... 


AS 
= 


J 


YA [508 THEIR UNEXPECTED 
VISITOR IS STILL TO BE 4 
À | CAUGHT... 


AND THE THING HAS 
CHOSEN ONCE AGAIN 
TO RESORT TO METH- 
OPS SOMEWHAT LESS 


A SINGLE THOUGHT, AS INSTINCTIVE TO HER AS. EuUT, BEFORE THE BONE- 
THE LRAWING OF A EREATH, AND UNSEEN ENER- | |CRUSHING IMPACT 
G/ES FLOW FROM THE COURSE... NT 
INVIS/ELE GIRE ... | ) 


AN 


ES 
Ia 


y 


= 


l 


E 


a 


TÃO 


HIS SPEED MAKES 
ALL OF OUR TAC- 
TICS USELESS. 
ALL BUT ONE... 


A BARRIER 
TRANSPARENT AS 
AIR, ANP SOLID 
AS STONE... 


dal 


as 


THE ELASTIC BODY OF MISTER FANTASTICO AND AS THE LIGHTS [N 
SHAPES ITSELF INTO A CUSHION GEFORE THE | SNAP ON. 
INVISIBLE FORCE FIELD... — Vw - a 

fo 


Sm ALREADY IDENTIFIEP OUR 
' INTRUDER AS A NON- 
HOSTILE. 


YES, QUICKSILVER / 
BUT-- WHO ARE 
YOU, MONSTER * 
HOW DO YOU 
KNOW MY 


E0y, FER THE WORLPIS FAST- 

EST MAN YOU CAN BE REAL 

SLOW ON THE UPTAKE/ DON'T- 

CHA RECOGNIZE THE EVER- 
LOVIN' ZGY NG E 


i 


DE 


VE 


WOMAN, HOWEVER, 
HAVE YOU NOW EE- 
COME THE LAN — 
ZAST/C FIVE E 


V Ke.) 


AVENGER , MY 
DEAR. MY DEAL - 

INSS WITH THE 
X-MEN WERE... LESS 
THAN FRIENDLY, 


EUT REED RICHARD'S CONCERN FOR HIS OLP FRIEND GIVES WAY 
7O OTHER MATTERS, AS, A FEW MINUTES LATER IN ONE OF THE 


HANGAR -PECK WORK - SHOP. 


OKAY, QUICKSIE, 
WHAT'S THE SCAMZ 
YOUIVE COME A 
LONG WAY FER «fa 
ao SOCIAL dido a 


MY REASON FOR 

BEING HERE IS 
THE MOST SERIOUS 

E IMAGINABLE, 


an oa 
ENEM 


WOULD THAT MY MOTIVES 
WERE SO SIMPLE. NO, 
MY FRIENDS... 


OH, YEAH, OF COURSE. YOU AIN'T SEEN 
ME SINCE REED'S LAST SHOT AT 
TURNIN! ME BACK TA HUMAN, 


SEE, IT DIPN'T QUITE WORK, SO L 
AIN'T MY FORMER RockKY SELF NO 
MORE. T GOT TURNED BACK INTA o 
HOW I LOOKED WHEN T FIRST 


BECAME THE THING. ga 


THE 
THING /? 


WHY YA DIDN'T 
RECOGNIZE ME. 


ANYWAY 
ENOUGH IN- 
TROPUCTIONS. 
LET ME GET 
YOU A DRINK 
AND YOU CAN 
TELL US WHY 
YOU'RE SO 
FAR FROM 


REED 2 WHAT IS 
IT 2 YOU LOOK 
TROUBLED-- 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT QUICK- 
SILVER 2 


EVEN THOUGH HE 
KNOWS HE |$ NOW 
PERNMANENTLY THE 
THING HE SHows NO 
DISTRESS OVER IT... 


WHEN Z LEFT THE GREAT 

REFUGE OF THE /NECNMANS 

WE WERE LOCKED [IN A MOST 
TERRIÍBLE CONFLICT. 


o 


BuT EVEN 
THAT MUST 
PALE TO 
INSIGNLFI- 
CANCE. 


ATTILAN -- THE 
HIDDEN LAND--IS 
LYNNE: 


= dá | "BUT T FORGET MYSELF, LETTING MY 


THOUGHTS AND WORDS RACE MORE SWIFT- 
n LY THAN MY FEET, YOU MUST NOW 
| LEARN THAT IT BEGAN MANY WEEKS 
1 AGO, WHEN MY ERIDE CRYSTAL AND 
31) HER SISTER MEDUSA WERÉ OUTSIDE 
É» OUR HIMALAYAN SHELTER... 


as! a 


| “WITHOUT WARNING 
CAME A SUDDEN 
BURST OF BLACK 


dpi 


ss 
Aar; 
PIN «A 
“MEDUSA |5 ONE OF 
THE GREATEST WAR- 
RIORS OF ATTILAN VET 
IN HER HEART SHE HOLDS 
A SPECIAL LOVE FOR THE 
SNOW- BLOOMING LILLIS- 
CANDRAS... 


“BUT WE HAP LITTLE TIME FOR GRIEF. 


“ALONE IT TOOK CRYSTAL THE BETTER PART OF A 
DAY TO MAKE HER WAY BACK TO ATTILAN WITH 
THE DIRE NEWS... 


= 


NOS 
RED 
Ad a 


“IT IS A MARK OF THE TRUE 
NOBILITY OF OUR RULER, THE 
EVER-SILENT SLACK BOLT, 
THAT HE BORE SO WELL 
THE NEWS OF HIS BELOVED'S 
ABDUCTION. 


“FROM A SINGLE PRI- 
SONER TAKEN IN BAT- 
TLE WE LEARNED OUR 
ATTACKERS WERE POW- 
g ER-HUNGRY HUMANS WHO 
GN caLceD THEMSELVES 
A = THE AVC AVE... 


E Di 


“AS THE WAR WENT 
ON THE INHUMANS 
BEGAN TO LOSE 


", 
Pa K 
“A MOST FOUL VIPER AT 
Ê OUR VERY BOSOM... 


; À UNOT TO THE ENCLAVE, BUT 
MANIM S, RIGHTLY CALLED É A TO A MYSTERIOUS MALADY 

“THE MAD“, BROTHER OF o |j SE WHICH FELLED THEM BY 

f BLACK BOLT/ E CA THE HUNOREDS... “ 


WHEN T LEFT THE HID- 
DEN LAND A WEEK AGO, 
OVER FIFTY OF THE IN- 
HUMANS WERE ZEAP OF 
THE PLAGUE.T ALONE OF 
ALL IN ATTILAN WAS 
UNAFFECTED, PERHAPS 
BECAUSE TI AM A 
MUTANTE NOT AN 
INHUMAN. 


THAT GOES WITHOUT 
SAVING, QUICKSILVER. 


CRYSTAL... É 
2 
PREGNANT = N » 


==" 


BUT MY BELOVED CRYSTAL 
ALSO LIES NEAR DEATH, 
AND SHOULD SHE PERISH, 
I SHALL LOSE NOT ONLY 
HER, BUT OUR UNBORN 
CHILD AS WELL. 


ON 


Ss, 


UH-OH, SOME- 
THING TOUCHED A 
NERVE. T KNOW 

JOHNNY HAS NEVER 

REALLY GOTTEN OVER 

LOSING HER TO 
QUICKSILVER. 


YOU IPIOT! IF CRYSTAL... 


UNHAND ME, HUMAN / 
I MEAN 


(IF THE INHUMANS | CRYSTAL!S LOYAL PET 


ARE IN TROUBLE WHY DIP | WOULD NOT LEAVE HER 
YOU COME ON FOOT? YOU /SIDE UNTIL SURE YOU 
COULD HAVE BEEN HERE /WOULO COME TO OUR 
IN AN INSTANT WITH AIR, 


LOCKTAWS TELE- 
PORTING POWER / 


FASTER THAN À THOUGHT THE CALL FLASHES TO THE Wi, 
FAR SIDE OF THE GLOBE, AND IN AN INSTANT... y 


HERE HE COMES, 
LOCKITAW HAS TRACED 


AND SHOULD WE 
ARRIVE TOO LATE, 
BLAME MY OWN 
PISTRUST OF EVER- 
TREACHEROUS 
HOMO- SAPIENS ! 


QUICKSILVER FEELS HIS HEART SINK, EUT | QUICKLY, FAITHFUL FR 
STVELES SUCH EMOTION WITH ACTION...f ONE/ BACK TO MU 


ATTILAN, AND YOUR 


(up MEMBER 2 


[gears 
E 


UNS TE, 


“D 
Cl) 


COUSINS? 


HE'S OPENED A 
DIMENSIONAL 


THE POUR COUNTENANCE 
OF THIS STRANGEST OF 
À INAUMANS SEEMS SADPER 
THAN EVER... 


NA 


7 LAEHA, AND THE GIRL CALLED 
MA FRANKIE RAVE IS ALONE, 
E E =p Ne 


| 


RESIGNEDLY SHE WANDERS THE 
PESERTED HEADQUARTERS. ON 
THE RESIDENTIAL LEVEL SHE 
LOOKS (N ON YOUNG FRANK 
EIN RICHAROS. .. 


1 
9, “ S] 
AND FINDS HIM SAFELY E” MIGHT AS WELL CALL 
ASLEEP UNDER THE MY ROOMMATE -- IF SHE 
WATCHELI GAZE OF HIS HASNIT BURNED DOWN THE 
ROBOT BABY-SITTER., E APARTMENT BY NOW... $] 


OS SAO SERES ERES 7 VE 2 


E Roo DRA | 2— 


SULA 


A SLENCE AS STILL ANP FINAL AS DEATH (TSELE ENGULES THE SIK STRANGE COMPANIONS, UNTIL AT LAST... 
"4 


T-TOO LATE? A THERE!S NOT STEADY, QUICKSILVER. IN I DON'T THINK THIS IS X NO, WAIT! 
CAN IT BE THAT | EVEN A BREEZE? | THE HEIGHT OF PITCHED ONE OF THEM, STRETCH. 
THIS PLACE USED / BATTLE THERE SOMETIMES | I THINK WE'RE JOHNNY- 
COME MOMENTS OF COME-LATELY TYPE 
UNEARTHIY STILLNESS, HEROES. 


RE 


«G 3) 


THESE ARE BUT WORDS! |CRYSTAL IS LITTLE CHANGED 
THEY FILL THE AIR AND | FROM WHEN LAST YOU SAW HER, 
NOTHING MORE“ WHAT PIETRO... AS TO THE WAR. IT IS 
HAS HAPPENED HEREZ / ENDED, ENDED WITH VICTORY 
THE WARZ THE FOR ATTILAN, all 
PLAGUE ? MEDUSA, 

HOW FARES MY 

WIFE, YOUR 

SISTER... É 


THEN YOU HAVE 

NOT FAILED US, 
SWIFT ONE / |T HAS 

& BEEN TOO LONG 
SINCE THESE EYES 
HAVE BEHELD THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR“ 


GORGON SPEAKS | THE PLAGUE HAD ROBEED US | | THUS WAS VICTORY SNATCHED FROM 
TRUE, MY BROTHER. | OF OUR STRENGTH AND THE VERY JAWS OF RAVENOUS 
WE WERE NEAR POWERS, OF ALL IN AZ TICAN| | DEFEAT. THE NAME OF MAXIMUS 
DEFEAT, FAILING ONLY FOUR REMAINED SHALL BE SPOKEN WITH HONOR 
FAST AT THE STRONG ENOUGH TO FIGHT. FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, BUT 
HANDS OF THE ELACK BOLT, GORGON , COME, BLACK BOLT AWAITS. 
ENCLAVE., MYSELF, STILL À PRISONER 
OF THE ENCLAVE, AND HIM 
» WHO WE NAMED MAD, 


THE ENCLAVE'S 
VICTORY SEEMED 
EASILY WITHIN THEIR 
GRASP THEIR LEADER 
HAD EVEN ORDEREP MY 
EXECUTION AS A FINAL 
GESTURE OF THEIR 
CONTEMPT. THEN SAL- 
VATION CAME FROM A 
MOST UNEXPECTEL 
QUARTER. MAXIMUS I SHALL JOIN 7 f 
SACRIFICED HIMSELF TO | | YOU LATER, MY NOW SEE To 
DPESTROY OUR FOES, FRIENDS, MY WIFE... 


THROUGH THE SEPUL-D À SP <P] | FOR LONG MINUTES THE ELEC- REED RICHARPS HAS THE MOMEN- 

CURAL HALLS THE Q e TRONS DANCE AROUND BLACK 

FANTASTIC FOUR A BOLT'S ANTENNHE. THEN AT 

FOLLOW THEIR INHU- LAST HE SEEMIS FOR THE FIRST | |BEEN WAITING FOR HIS ARRIVAL. 

MAN FRIENDS UNTIL... Hd TIME TO NOTICE HE ($ NO THERE IS A FEELING THAT THE 
LONGER ALONE, TORCH HAS BEEN PASSED.., 

A MOMENT. BLACK é SOLEMNLY HE 

BOLT'S POWER APPROACHES THE OUTLANDER 

CRACKLES ABOUT À KNOW AS MISTER FANTAS- 

Him. WE MUST AU 7 7HC. 

BIDE A WHILE dad À 


/ 


A 

ME GREETS HIM IN SILENCE, AS 
/S EVER HIS BURPEN, AND FOR 
A MOMENT THE TWO MEN FACE 
EACH OTHER, NOT AS MINE AND 
COMMONER, BUT AS EQUALS:. 


BLACK BOLT! NO! 
PO NOT TELL ME HE 
|$ DEAD, REED/ T 
SHALL NOT HEAR 
IT! TOTALLY 
À DRAINED! 


IT'S INCREDIBLE / 
HE HAS OBVIOUSLY 
BEEN USING HIS OWN 
ENERGY TO MAINTAIN 
THE LIFE-FORCE OF 
ALL THE INHUMANS ! 


V à É ! NE Sal, 
| ed 1 | po THE SILENT HALLWAYS ECHO TO | 
NO FURTHER WORDS ARE NEEDEL, LIKE ! THE THUNDER OF THEIR RUNNING Há 
A WELL CILED MACHINE, HUMAN AND F FEET AS THE THING SCOOPS UP pi 
f 


+ 


INHUMAN ALIKE SPRING INTO ACTION. R peca THE FALLEN KING AND GORGON 


PM] led tans TER 
Vil IE Ro | de fl Ja: 


V MEM IE NINE 
AI | THROUGH CHAMBERS AND mero 


ul ONCE KANG WITH HAPPY VOICES THEY 
Mus Amil | RACE TO WHAT RAD BEEN THE GREAT 
muito Ml | MALE OF ATTILAN, NOW A MAKESHIFT 
já | [HOSPITAL FOR THOUSANDS OF DYING 
INHUMANS... 


WITH UNCHARACTERISTIC TENDERNESS' 
THE BRUTE-LIKE THING LAYS THE 
STRICKEN RULER ON THE BED PRE- 


SLEEP NOW, BELOVED. NO KING IN 
ALL OF MORTAL HISTORY HAS 


PARED FOR HIM, 


I WARNED HIM THIS 
WOULD HAPPEN. GREAT IS THE STRENGTH 
OF BLACK BOLT, BUT THIS TASK 
WAS BEYOND EVEN HIM. 


k- 


| 


HIS THROAT SUPDENCY 
CONSTRICTEO, HE ($ 
FRANKLY IN AWE, 


THE LOVE OF BLACK BOLT AND 
MEDUSA (8 EUT THE CALM 


AT NY 
THE HEART OF WHAT 18 NOW ADS 
ANOTHER KINP OE WAR. 


HOURS CRAWL BY AS SLOWLY AS 
DAYS AS MISTER FANTASTICO TESTS, 
CORELLATES , ANP RETESTS THE 
MYRIAD PATA. THEN... 


I'M AFRAID IT'S AS TI GUESSED IT 
MIGHT BE WHEN QUICKSILVER 
SAID HE WAS UNAFFECTED, THIS IS 
THE SAME MALADY WHICH ONCE 
STRUCK CRYSTAL, AND FORCED 
HER TO LEAVE THE FAN- 
TASTIC FOUR AND RETURN 
TO ATTILAN, YEARS AGO. ks 


I HAVE SYN- 
THESIZED A 
TEMPORARY 
ANTIDOTE. 


Pego 


EI 


q q 


q Ê IM 
iam 
GIVE IT TO THE 
WEAKEST OF THE 


DD) | strickEn:-AND THE 
Nami! ROYAL FAMILY. 
Ls 


SACRIFICED FOR HIS PEOPLE SO 
MUCH AS YOU. SLEEP. SLEEP 


ACK BOLT'S EYES 


FLICKER OPEN, WORDS 


LONE UNSPOKEN PASS 


WITHOUT NEED OF VOICE 
BETWEEN THESE TWO. 


HOW'S HE, 
DOIN', PocZ 


“WE HAVE MUCH TO PLAN... “ 


REED'S ORPERS ARE FOLLOWEL, 
AND WiTHIN NUNLITES À KIND OF 
LIFE RETURNS TO THE STILL 
HALLS, 

THEY ARE 
WELL AND STRONG 
AGAIN. TRULY YOU 
AKE A WORKER 
OF MIRACLES, 


NO, MEDUSA ! 
SIMPLY A 
S$CIENTIST DOING 
HIS JOB. BUT 
OUR WORRIES 
ARENIT OVER 
YET. 


a Ko) THE WI$POM OF YOUR LEADER 
w yu 


ES |$ LEGEND AMONGST My 
RA PEOPLE, BEN GRIMM. YET T 
PD conFESs I HAD NOT TRULY 


NOS 


Suas 


BLACK BOLT, YOU MUST REALIZE 
THIS |S ONLY A TEMPORARY 
MEASURE, A STOP-GAP. WHEN 
CRYSTAL WAS FIRST STRICKEN IT 
WAS BECAUSE HER BODY HAD NO 
IMMUNITY TO THE POLLUTANTS 
IN THE AIR BEYOND THE 
HIMALAYAS. 


BUT THERE IS NO 
LONGER ANYWHERE 
ON EARTH WHERE 
THE AIR IS TRULY 


THE ANTIDOTE T 
HAVE CREATED CAN 
STANE OFF THE 
EFFECTS OF YOUR 
STEADILY MORE CON- 
TAMINATED AIR, BUT 
TO CONSTANTUY PUMP 
CHEMICALS INTO YOUR 
BODIES... 


THEN THE SOLUTION IS T'M AFRAIP YOU'RE MISSING THE 
OBVIOUS, REED RICHARDS. | POINT, XARNAK. THERE'S NO 
THE GREAT REFUGE MUST | WHERE TO GO, EVEN WERE SUCH 
BE MOVED, MOVEP TO A MOVE POSSIBLE. 

SOME OTHER PLACE, 

WHERE THE AIR IS 

FRESH AND CLEAN. 


“NO, BEN GRIMM. YEARS AGO, 
FEARING DISCOVERY BY THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD, BLACK BOLT 
ARRANGED FOR THE ISLAND OF 
ATTILAN TO BE RELOCATED, HERE 
IN TIBET. 


ma) 


4, 
“IT WAS A COLOSSAL 
FEAT, BUT IT WAS 
ACCOMPLISHED, * 


IT NOULP MEAN GRAVE 
RISK AND DOUBTLESS 
GREAT HARDSHIPS... 


BUT IT IS POSSIBLE, REED” THIS 

HIMALAYAN VALLEY IS NOT THE 

ORIGINAL LOCATION OF ATTILAN. 

THE CITY HAS BEEN MOVED 
BEFORE... 


SUNNUVAGUN! THAT BEATS 
STRETCHO HERE EVEN ON À 
GOOD DAY. TOO BAD YA GOT 


BACK YA UP, BUT STILL NO- 
WHERE ON EARTH TA GO... 
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o” | UANUL À [umesT SUSAN RICHARPE 
THE HIDDEN LAND ARE TURNED TO [3 VA ASSISTE FORMER ASTRONAUT 
k BEN GRINM IN THE CHARTING 
OF A NIGH UNEELIEVABLE 


N 7/E THING TAKES QUICKLY 
NY 70 74E TOR... IT HAS BEEN 
A NN 720 cons since HE was 
SA INN CALLEL UPON TO USE HIS 
N MINO RATHER THAN HIS 
CLE 


UAR E RIM. 
4h 3) - US um 
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“A 
Á 
A 4 YZ (À CENERATORS INTO ANTI- 
BB» y p ' fo! h DA GRAVITY MOTORS. 
/ 


KARNAK 'S COMPUTER-LIKE MIND 

SCANS THE SELECTED SPOT, 

KEEN EYES READING SIENS 

SE ONE FLAW, THAT ONE TARGET 
FOR HIS BLOW... 


DO NOT 
DISTRESS 


ES 
E, Es e YOURSELE, 
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AS ca) 


il 


Wo //00// A 
HE STRIKES... y 


WITH; UNFORTUNATELY,| A WORTHY TRY, MY, FRIEND. THEN STRIKE THERE, 
MINIMAL EFEECT. BUT FOR SOME TASKS ONLY COUSIN. LET YOUR 
a BRUTE FORCE IS SUFFICIENT. THUNDEROUS HOOF. 
o a ” E = 4 COMPLETE WHAT T 
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MRS ANO CONAN TT MmllS= cesrecr: The pissure Ds 
E AND THE TOR ($ DONE! DEI LES HAS CIRCLED THE CITY. RES ú 
r Ma q i Ne Z 
Den, Es 


A NOW THE LAST TA E, 


FALLS TO... 


/ 
AAA 
“BLACK BOLT. ' / VA gÃA | 7HS 15 THE MIPNIGHT REALM OF 
77 y PIA THE ALEHA-PRINNTIVES, SUB- 
Ab dE HUMAN WORKERS OF THE GREAT 
jk /N ALMOST TOTAL CE, 
DARKNESS THE 
EI AIA KING OE THE 
VOZ 11///0/1ANS moves 
E Rd | SCOWLY. 
N 
4 


f 


A NOBLE EXPERIMENT. 


À N 
INHUMANS FREED THEIR 
MINPLESS DRONES. IT Was E) 

V Y 


VERY LIVING ROCK, 


BEFORE THE INHUMANS REALIZED THEIR MISTAKE NOW BLACK BOLT FACES THEIR 
MANY HUNDREDS OF THE ALPHAS DIED, OF ILLNESS OR HORDES ALONE AND UNAFRAID 
STARVATION , UNABLE TO FEND FOR THEMSELVES IN THEIR 

SUBTERRANEAN WORLD, WHEN THE ROYAL FAMILY AT, 

LAST VENTURED AGAIN INTO THE CATACOMES 17º WAS 

ALMOST TOO LATE. THE ALPHAS HAD PAID THE PRICE 


FOR MISGUIDED ALTRUISM. 


AT LENGTH EVEN THE PRIMITIVES 
RECOGNIZE THE POWER OF HIS 
NOBILITY AND PURPOSE. 


ELACK BOLT LISTENS AS THE 
MURMER OF THEIR PASSING 


FADES, SLENCE ROLLS dA 


ACRE ss HUM. 


FE A ESTE SHOCK WAVE 
LasHEÊ OUT; SMASHING THE 
SOLID ROCK BEFORE IT AS 
THOUGH IT WEKE À CHILD'S 
7OY OF SAND AND WATER. 
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WHEN HE POINTS THEM TO THE PASSAGES LEADING TO THE 
SURFACE , THEY GO. THEY GRUMELE WORDLESSLY IN THEIR 
LESS-THAN-HUMAN VOICES, BUT THEY GO. 


HE LISTENS, HEARING THE THUMO 
OF HIS OWN HEARTEEAT GROW 
LOUD IN THE DARKNESS, 

: = re / 


HE COUNTS , 998, 999, ONE 
THOUSAND PULSES, ALL SHOULO 
BE IN READINESS ABOVE. 
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a VA É. á e * ' ig à 
mA ER dis ri DAN VEN 
| Esnido V BREAKS O A, ANEEN NE NE 
“iu st É | YWEIRE NOT GOINE TO INSULT YOUR 
“AA BF) INTELLIGENCE BY PLACINE A SOUNO- 


EFFECT IN THIS PANEL. BELIEVE US, NO 
MERE WORPS COULD CONVEY THE AWE- 
SOME NOISE OF BLACK BOLT'S 

SINGLE SYLLABLE! --FOHN AND TIM. 


LIKE SOME GREAT WINGED 
/NSECT FREEINE ITSELF FROM 
A COCOON THE CITY OF THE 
INHUMANS RISES PONDEROUSLY 
AGAINST THE TUG OF GRANITY. 


NA | 


e 


FAÇA 


PA 


INCH BY INCH !T LIETS FROM 
THE ROCKY DECLINE SCOOPED 
OUT FOR IT SO LONE AGO EY 
ELACK EBOLT AND SOME VERY 
SPECIAL FRIENDS. 


] OF THE DEVASTATION IT HAS 


hos 


CIDA a Li a 


ANP DEEP WITHIN THAT 
Now EMPTY HOLLOW 
BLACK BOLT SURVEYS [MM 
THE FORMER HOME 

OF HIS PEOPLE, 


HE SEEMS FOR A 
| MOMENT TO PAUSE A 
1/N CONTEMPLATION,«. (dá E 


E 


THEN, STRAIGHT AND 
TRUE AS A LASER THE 
ELECTRON STREAM 


SEVEN SWIFT, SURE, STROKES ANO 
THEN ELACK BOLT SPREADS HIS 
GLIPER WINES ANP RISES AFTER 
ATTILAN. 


a) a: 
AS HE STANDS IN ONCE- 
MORE-CHARACTERISTIC 
SILENCE THE HISS OF 
ESCAPINE NATURAL GAS E 
Nº CATCHES HIS EAR. 


»» THE FLAME THUS 
CREATED Witt 
BURN FOR A 
THOUSAND YEARS 
OR MORE, 


AND, ON THE 
ROCK BENEATH 
(7; À SINGLE 
WORD IN THE 
EGRACEFLUL 
SCRIPT OF 
WS ALIEN 
KREE 


FORE- 
FATHERS... 


AND, ON THE STILL RISING CITY... 


WELCOME BACK, 
BLACK BOLT, 
YOU'LL BE 


ALL IS GOING 
PERFECTUY. 
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ATTILAN PRIETS ACROSS has 
THE WORLD, ITS “COURSE “Lis 
SOUTH AND WEST AS THE 
EARTH TURNS. 


AT THE UPPRERMOST EDGE OF WaicH 
HANES THE SPACE SATELLITE OE THE 
SUPREME HEADQUARTERS INTER- 
NATIONAL ESPIONACE-LAW-EN- 
FORCEMENT DIVISION. * 


THERE'S NOTA WAR OF THE LAST FORTY 
YEARS IN WHICH NICHOLAS FURY HAS 
NOT PLAYED SOME PART. THERE ARE FEW 
PLACES ON EARTH HE HAS NOT BEEN. 


EEE / WHAT'S THE FLAB 


HE IS GETTING PALMER 2 
USED TO 
SURPRISES, 


IN 
é < 


ai 
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y HEY, LOOKIT 
THAT THING 
GO, NICK! IT'S 
ALREADY OVER 
AFRICA... 


MOVING ACROSS THE 
INDIAN SUB-CONTI- 
NENT; COCLONEL, AND 
MOVING FAST 


WE'RE STARTIN! TA 
DRIFT SIDEWAYS, Guys. 
YER ANTI-GRAV GEN- 
ERATORS ARE ALLOWIN! 
THE EARTH TA ROTATE 
PLEASED TO HEAR UNDER US, 


WE MUST HURRY INSIDE, THE Vo == 
CITY HAS BEEN SEALEO, BUT EEE 
THE EXTERIOR MUST BE 

LEFT OPEN To SPACE, TO 

ENSURE AS LITTLE PoLtu- 

TED AIR AS POSSIBLE 


COMES WITH US. 


AND AS ATTILAN DRIFTS ACROSS 
THE DARK CONTINENT... ; 


HOLY COW, COLONEL ! My (/ 


ENERGY READINGS JUST 
SHOT RIGHT OFF THE 
SCALE! WHATEVER THAT 
THING IS IT JUST PASSED 


STRONG ENOUGH To 
VAPORIZE THE WHOLE 
HEMISPHERE / 


= 


NEGATIVE, 
COLONEL. SOMETHING 
SROUND BASED / 


, dl 


QUICKLY THE THREE 


AND ALL THE WHitE 
17 RISES TOWAROS 
AIRLESS SPACE... 


ME COcONEL FURY, 
à T THINK YOU BET- 
TER HAVE A LOOK 

AT THIS... 


YER SURE IT 
AIN'T THAT 
OBJECT 
ITSELF 2 


AGENTS TO RED 
ALERT! THIS IS 
NOT AORICC | 


AND OF THE a oF 


WiTH BEN GRIMM AT THE MAKE- 
INHUMANS STARING 


SET HELM ATTICLAN (S FAST 
LEAVING CERIND THE TROUSLES 


THE MANY TRAVELLERS ON THIS 
STRANGE LIFEBOAT KNOW 
NOTHING OF THE SUDDEN FLURRY 


OFACT/IVITY ON THE SELO 
SATELLITE. 


|OR DO ALL EYES TURN 
AHEAD VA faia THE 
UNKNOWN E : 


OF OUR spas PLANET. 


THROUGH THE vacóum T Leneo 
WINDOWS... ; 


«!S THERE EVEN ONE WHO 
SHEDS A TEAR FOR THE tosT E 
EARTH ANP ITS MEMORIES £ 


R| 74E GREAT SILVER MOON 
LOOM$ EVER LARGER AS THE 
THING GUIDES THE CITY'S 


FLIGHT TOWARDS ONE PARTI - 
| CUL AR QUADRANT:.. : 


THERE/ THAT IS 
OUR DESTINATION ! 
THE MYSTERIOUS 
ELUE AREA OF 
THE MOON / * 


AND AS ATTILAN ELIDES ACROSS THE EARREN LUNAR 
PLAINS THE INHUMANS QUICKLY LEARN THE RERSIN Res 
THIS UNUSUAL PASTEL ade ao ' 


LOOK! IT'S AIR! 
THE WHOLE 
CRATER IS 
FILLED WITH 
ATMOSPHERE/ 


SOME DISTANCE AWAY, 
UNHEEDING OF THE E 
HARSH AIRLESS ENVI- 
RONMENT OF THE 
MOON'S SURFACE, 
STRANGE EYES .. 
OBSERVE ATTILAN'S EM 
PROGCRESS. sm . 


. / 
Hi ENERATED 
SOMEWHERE DEEP 
WITHIN THE 
RUINS OF THAT 
LONG-DPEAP 
CITY BELOW 
' us! 


ME IS LATE, CALLED 
Fhte WATCHER , AND 
FOR COUNTLESS CEN- 
TURIES HE HAS DWELT 
ALONE HERE IN THE 
BLUE AREA. NOW 
HE WILL HAVE-- 
MEILCHEORS 


BUT OUR THOUCHTE MUST TURN ELSEWHERE... 


STEADY, BEN. COMPENSATE FOR 
LATERAL DRIFT, WE'RE SLIDING 
TO ONE SIDE. IF WE COME e 
DOWN AT AN ANGLE... 


DM tidE 


AND BURYINE FOR ALL TIME THE 
FATEFUL SPOT UPON WHICH À 
YOUNG WOMAN FROM EARTH 
ONCE DIED TO SAVE À UNIVERSE 


DON'T GET YER TRUSS IN DX 
A KNOT, BIG BRAIN, THIS S 
THING HANPLES LIKE A 
WET SPONGE, EUT T'VE 
FLOWN WORSE“ 


AE bre a 
AVE e 


Ag. E BAN 
LIKE THE FOOTEALL OF SOME UNIMAGINABLE ENS 
à lp FLYING CITY COMES THUNDEROUSLY o 

Ne) 2... Es 


a Sia 


LET THE PHILOSOPHERS PONDER AM 
THE SUITABILITY OF ATTIL 
FOR HER TOMESTONE. spa 


e 


f 


THERE [S A LONG SILENCE, BROKEN ONLY HERE 
AND THERE EY THE DISTANT CRUNCH OF STONE 


Y AP A É 


E /Z 8 O VTos 


; f. 
do 
; h) 


AND, TUST IN CASE YOU THOUCHT WE'D FORGOTTEN... GA à You CAN. RELAX Now 
q q à QUICKSILVEK, O) 
ELZA AND SAY HELLO TO 
PAS» YOUR DAUGHTER! 
fo) 


LS 


SEE FOR YOUR- REED, THE BABY... 
THEN MY CHILD IS / SELF., DZAD IS IT... IS IT... WITH THE BIRTH, BUT CRYSTAL 
WNZA po = À CAME THROUGH LIKE À REAL 
CRYSTAL IS Z, EA TROOPER. AND THE LITTLE 


ALL RIGHT 2. 


GIRL IS COMPLETELY ANP 
TOTALLY NORMAL. 


Dj THAT AIN'T SAVIN' MUCH, 

AU STRETCHO. 'ROUND THESE 
PARTS THAT COULD MEAN 
THE KIDS GOT TWO HEADS, 


IN SOME [NEXPLICABLE WAY 
THE MEU TANT AND SNHEUMAN 
GENES HAVE CANCELLED 
EACH OTHER OUT. FIRST CHILD BORN ON THE MOON 
q SHOULD BE SO... MUMAN! 


4! IMARVEL COMICS GROUP É 
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THE FABULOUS FANTAS TIC FOUR DISCOVER THEY MUST. 


IM 
LEE SYRNE | NOVAK | WEMN |SALICRUP | SHODTER 


STAN j JOHN 4 IM |ISLYNIS] TIM 
PRESENTS: | STORYG ART ILETTERS| COLORS | EDITE EMPEROR 


GOT SOME NEW JÁ 
ENERGY SOURCE 
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WAKANDA 2 HEY, YOU'RE RIGHT, ud Ra y THE PLACE: THE MAP Room 
SIS! MAYBE OUR OL' PAL THE & a WANTED TO. OF THE FANTASTIC 
PAT! ' MEET HIM! FOUR!S HEADQUARTERS 
HIGH ATOP NEW YORK'S 
THE COUNTRY OF sue KINGPOM SAXTER BUILDING. 
6) É 


WAKANDA * 


THAT'S PRETTY MUCH | WELL, IT AIN'T EXACTLY SO!S YER , HE TRUE ENOUGH, NICHOLAS. AND, SINCE 
WHY WEIRE HERE -- NEW MEMBER CAN MEET SOME YOU AND YOUR SM./. EL.DFAGENTE 
RIGHT, NICK Z CELEBS, BUT THIS DISTURBANCE /$ HAVE NO AUTHORITY IN THE KING- 
RIGHT ON THE WAKANDAN BORDER, ; 4 DOM OF WAKANDA, AND THE PANTHER 

AN! YOU AN! THE PANTHER ARE p à HAS EVvIDENTIY RELINQUISHED HIS 

OL' BUDPIES... = fi. STATUS AS AN AVENGER, WE 

[ESET MDA “ea Es ' OF THE ANTAS 7T/C FOUR ARE 
Ii Re A Us | REALLY THE ONLY ONES WHO 
Lee = ke «o Qi a CAN INVESTIGATE THIS 
— = Ri 
| 3 O qm 


I WANNA 
KNOW HOW YA 
NOTICED IT IN 
THE FIRST PLACE, 
UR Y. IF 
WAKANDA'S OFF 
LIMITS TA 
SHIELD, T MEAN, 


HXSUPREME HEADQUARTERS INTERNA - 

TVONAL ESPIONAGE L AW-ENFORCEMENT 

DIVISION WHICH IS HEADED EY COL. NICK 
FURY !-- SECRET AGENT SALICRUP. 


| “WE WUZN'T SCANNIN! “WE NEVER DID FIND OUT WHAT “WELL -- WE CAN 
a! WAKANDA, GRIMM. WE THAT BOGEY WAS, THOUGH, 'CAUSE | | SOLVE ONE MYSTERY 
)) WUZ UP IN THE SMMELD || AS IT PASSED OVER WAKANDA ALL | | FOR YOU, COLONEL. 
fx SATELLITE, MAKIN' THAT GL/P YOU 
Ts ) ROUTINE SECURITY SCANS... e 
> HAVE BEEN ONE 


A ; 
- o UN | THING... 


RARA 
“.. WHEN ALLUVA SUDDEN WE El é 
PICKED UP THIS BIG BLIP a [54 0 An | "SOMEWHERE DOWN 
TRACKIN' ACROSS TH' WORLD R THERE WUZ TH' 
TOWARPS AFRICA. rr | | GRANDADDY OF ALL | | XWWiCH WAS TRANSPORTED TO 
; : POWER SOURCES.” | |7HE MOON LAST ISSUE! --TS. 


YA MEAN THEM CRAZY THE DIRECTION ANP Z DON'T THINK TIM I'LL ADMIT I'M INTRIGUED, 
INHUMANS MOVEP THEIR | ANGLE OF THE CITY'S GONNA ASK HOW YOU NICK. IF THIS POWER- 
WHOLE CiTY2Z MAN-- FLIGHT WAS CAREFULLY HAPPEN TA KNOW ALL POCKET |S$ SOMETHING 
IT'S LUCKY THEY DIDN'T | CALCULATED TO ASSURE THAT STUFF, OL! PAL. HARNESSABLE IT COULD 
CAUSE WORLD WAR ANYONE WHO PICKED IT SOLVE THE £NERCY 
THREE, MOVIN! SOME-/ UP THAT THERE WAS NO ARE YA INTERESTED CRISIS FOR CENTUR- 
THIN! THAT BIG THREAT INVOLVED, NICK. IN NOSIN' AROUND IES TO COME. 
THROUGH SOVIET AFRICA FER US 2 

RADAR SMIELP'LL PICK TZ THINK THAT 

UP TH' TAB. MEANS ua 


THAT'S GREAT PROFESSOR 
RICHARDS, BUT, WHERE!S THE 
THING2 I HAVEN'T SEEN 


ii WAKANDA. e 


I'M RIGHT HERE, FRANKIE/ 

AS LONG AS WE'RE GOIN! 

TA AFRICA LI THOUGHT I 

MIGHT AS WELL LOOK 
THE PART: 5 


q 
THAT'S ONE 


MOVIE EVEN 
REED HAS SEEN, 
BEN. ALTHOUGH 
I HAD TO DRAG 

HIM TO IT” 


I DON'T BELIEVE 
IT! IT'S ZPAHO 
SMITH HIMSELF! 


N RE q 
ANP SO, LESS THAN TWO HOURS BUT AS THE M/GHTY MUSCLEDP 
ATER... THING PLOWS THROUGH THE á 
THE PRINCIPAL | 4 DENSE JUNELE.., p— e 
TRIBAL CENTER OF : asas 


I WOULDA THOUGHT T'P HAVE 
COME UP ON TH' VILLAGE BY 
NOW, AN! WHERE DID THE 
OTHERS Go 2 


MINUTES LATER THE TRAVELLERS GATHER WITH THEIR 
REGAL HOST IN THE GREAT THRONE ROOM OF WAKANDA, 
WHERE THE MOST MODERN TWENTVETH-CENTURY TECH- 
NOLOEY SITS SIDE EY SIPE WITH ANCIENT AFRICAN ARTI- 


pi di 
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LASK 


Ny 
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THERE IS A SUDPEN 
WHIRLWIND DF WOLENT 
ACTION, CUT SHORT AS 
A DEEP, RICH VOICE 


MOWER? 


HOLD LET THIS 


SENSELESS FIGHTING 
CEASE.' HIS APPEAR - 
ANCE [5 MUCH CHANGE? 


VET STILL DO THESE 
EYES RECOGNIZE A 
ARIEND' STAND BACK, 


E MY LOYAL SUBJECTS, SO 


SPEAKS FICGALLA SON 
OF TECHAKA! SO SPEARS 
7H BLACK PANTHER 


OU ARE NOT 
COME 


THAT IS THE MOST 
PROMINENT OBJECT IN 
THE REGION YOU WISH 
TO INVESTIGATE. BUT, BE 

WARNED, MY FRIENDS... 


v. IT IS A PLACE OF PARK THANKS AGAIN FOR YOUR HELP, | vEAH, AN' THANKS FER TH' BEARERS TA 
LEGENDS OLDER ENEN THAN TICHALLA. THESE CLOTHES YOU | CARRY ALL THESE PACKAGES. I KNOW 
MY PEOPLE. “ pa PROVIDED SHOULD ENABLE US | THEY'RE JUST EMPTY STUFF TA MAKE 
TO GET CLOSE TO THE US LOOK LIKE A LEGITIMATE SAFARI; 
Ko 1 24WN, 74E RUSSIAN ENCAMPMENT WITH- / BUT IT'S SURE NICE TA SEE SOMEBODY 4 
NEXT DAY, OUT AROUSING SUSPICION. ELSE DOIN' THE WORK / 


RR | 


IN REGAL SILENCE THE EBON-CLAD 

FIGURE WATCHES THE & e 

“SMALL PROCESSION NM : rm À MA 

WEND 7 WAY INTO V ASI | À 

THE SURROUNDING I | N 
| 


/ 


VA W 
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JUNGLE. qe 


y 
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IS NO FOOL, M'NAKA. 
mé] LET ANY WHO MIGHT 
WE] HAVE WATCHED THINK THE 
AF E am, PANTHER STAYED BEHIND: 


A SO /T/S THAT À SEEMINGLY 


MOVES ATA LEISURELY PACE k RUSSA frei MISTER FANTASTIC, THE INVISIBLE 
À 74K0LG4 THE JUNGLE ES. GIRL, TWO HUMAN TORCHES , AND THE 


SECURE IN THEIR SUBTERFLGE 
ZHE PARTY MOVES ON, CONTENT 
FOR THE MOMENT TO ENTOY THE 
BEAUTY OF THEIR SURROUNDINGS. .. 


AND THUS, AFTER TWO DAYS TOURNEY... [INCREDIBLE! (T MUST 


BE A THOUSAND FEET 
7H ELACK TOWER OE M'KUMBE,| HIGH! AND THE SIDES 


PLACE OF DARK MAGIC AND GREAT 

EVIL. NOT EVEN THE INFLUX OF 

EUROPEAN CULTURE HAS SERVED 
TO DISPEL ITS TERRORS. 


h 
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Asa 


WANT ANY OF US 
USING OUR POWERS 
UNTIL WE KNOW 
WHAT WE'RE UP 
AGAINST... 


IS TUST AHEAD! REASONS, BUT UNTIL 
WB “ WE CAN BE 
NEI CERTAIN... 


ú 


ps 
MANYBE FRANKIE AN! 
ME SHOULD FLAME 
ON AN' GIVE 'EM A 
QUICK BUZZ, REED. 
JUST TO SHOW 'EM WE 
MEAN BUSINESS. 


I DON'T THINK THEY'RE | THEY'RE DEAD” ALL OF THEM! 
ASLEEP, BEN. I THINK / AND THE BONES ARE PICKED 
+ GREAT SCOTT! CLEAN! THERE I$ NO ANIMAL 
KNOWN TO MAN THAT COULD DO 
So THOROUGH A JOB --AND 
LEAVE THE CLOTHING INTACT/ 


WHAT ON EARTH 
COULD HAVE HAPPENED 
HERE --AND IN LESS 
THAN THREE WEEKS 2 


POLISHED GLASS. WHAT f 
COULD HAVE FORMED 
SUCH A STRUCTURE 2 


IID WORRY A LITTLE LESS ABOUT 
THAT AN'ALITTLE MORE ABOUT THE 
REDS, IF T WUZ YOU, REED. 


COMMIE SIESTA TIME OR 

SOMETHING 2 THEY AIN'T 
EVEN NOTICED US! I 
THINK T'M INSULTED! 


UHM...T DUNNO, STRETCH. 
WHY DONITCHA ASK 
THESE GUYS 2 


Gg: 'EZ BLAZING AFRICAN SUN GLEAME ON 
BAN) 2OL/S4EL GOLD, AND ELISTENS ON skN 
1» | 242K 6% THAN EGONT. jm 


ó aee AND THE SURPRISED 
N ONLY 


UPON THEM IN TOTAL 
SILENCE. 


Ne VI | 
3a 57) 
IR QN Ná. dh 
GOOD BOY, JOHNNY. | SUE ARE | RIGHT HERE, PARLING, 
UNTIL REED GIVES THE | DON'T MAKE ANY you IT TURNED INVISIBLE 
) $£ NEARBYZ / AS SOON AS T SAW 
= * TROUBLE COMING. 7 


— 


WE GOTTA FIND 
OUT WHAT / 


.. À SPECTÁCLE TO A PONDEROUS ELEVATOR INPEED, INCHED PAIN- 
PUMBFOUND EVEN THE | | FULLY UPWARD BY THE STRAINING MUSCLES 
CLOQUACIOUS REED OF SHACKLED SLAVES, 
RICHARDS ... 


AE À a dir AND h 
E e SR E O DO E 


As ram á BPI WO | THE TOP HOW'S AgouT 
AE Nm | | IM |Z GIVE THIS CONTRAP- 
ARE = & E |TION ALITTLE HELP? 


cn 
UM 


AGAIN NO, THING, 
OUR POWERS WILL 
BE MORE THAN 
ENOUGH TO HELP US 
OUT OF ANY 
TROUBLE WE MAY FIND 
UP THERE-- PROVI- 
DED WE DO NOT 
IT-- IT'S =. os | à Vs E TOS EGOR” 
SOME KIND OF Vir q ARE U 
-« ELEVATOR! 


WELL, IT'S ABOUT TIME: REED, THAT LIGHT 
CRUDE MECHANISM CREAKS AND 


IT'S SO BRIGHT 
GROANS ITS WAY UPWARD, UNTIL... IT HURTS MY 
Mm MY SOCIAL SECURITY EYES / 
| PROBABLY EXPIRED“ 


FOR NEARLY THREE HOURS THE | ES 


IT MAY TAKE A MOMENT TO 
ADIJUST AFTER SO LONG IN 
DARKNESS, JOHNNY. IT SEEMS 
TO BE REFLECTING OFF... 
MISTER FANTASTIC'S VOICE TRA/LS AWAY “AS PY FOR, IF THEY WERE SO 
7O STUNNED SILENCE. EVEN THE ERASH =. ; ASTOUNDED BY THE 
THING FINDS HIS VOICE STILLED. é ) CRUDE ELEVATOR... 


A UI. 


at 


4 XZ ; PAIS, / os Za 7 
PART ii 
| í 
RT [É 
| | 
YET SHEATHES NNATURAL 4 
NA | 2 z | 
e I PEN 
CESAOSS Eu a a 
e DÊ 
=s Es 


[= A 


TAS Pas Ta 


gu o 
a 


1 1 


a | 


... THEY AT LAST ENCOUNTER PR HE MOVES STIFFLY, ANP THE ...T CAN TAKE CARE M 
THEIR... HOST, parErRR Db] | 422- CovERINE ARMOR SEEMS AT OF MYSELF / JÁ 
E TIMES TO CREAK, AS 1F WITH n 
GREAT AGE. 
A WHITE WOMAN ! 
THE ADVANCE REPORTS WERE 


O LONG 
AMONG THESE SAVAGES. 


I BID YOU 
WELCOME, 
OUTLANDERS. 


EA j h | pas 

Lá | : 
Pio IM ZA 
Il | ) p) k 

RAZAO dh 

THE VOICE /$ HOLLOW, ALMOST 
MECHANICAL, MUFELED BY THE 

GOLDEN HELMET. 


ALRIGHT, MISTER, THIS THE FANTASTIC FOUR DON'T] |T AM GA/US T/8ER/US 
POOR MAN'S “T, CLAUDIUS" | TAKE LIGHTLY TO BEING AUGUSTUS AGGRIPPA! 
HAS GONE ON LONG PUSHED AROUND BY ODD- 
ENOUGH / BALLS WITH ROMAN LEGION 
FIXATIONS. 


a: A SINGLE SWIFT SLASH OF [ESA 
THE GOLDEN HAND AND Ei 
FRANKIE RAYE 18 SUDDENLY | 
POWERLESS. E eo 
QUICKLY MEN! MOVE Now ver TALKIN', MANIA war Kino or geincs 
E HE CAN gosé ! Ny ARE YOUZ |$ ALL THE 
a STOP US! : W NBA WORLD NOW THE DOMAIN 
o à MN 4/ 
js, Als 


hos q» aê sá 


HE--HE'S MEU TRAL-/ T--I CAN'T STAY 
ALL OUR INVISIBLE / REED 


WHAT$ HAPPENING 2/ 


JUPITER 
HIMSELF/ 


HOLY cow/ 
IM SUman 
AGAIN ! 


aa asa 


.«« THE GOLDEN HAND GESTURES 


À BE YOU GODS, DEMONS, OR Some | | 
A TIME... 


STRANGE BREED OF MEN, T ps o 
KNOW NOT: BUT UNTIL T LEARN SN 
] YOUR SECRETS YOU SHALL 
| BE CONFINED! THUS DO T 
PUT THE GIFT OF DREAM- 
LESS o iai YOU A 
CL, ] 


Ti ad! A ) f gu ? 
ray 
GUARDS, TRANSPORT N 
THEM TO THE CELLS! 
EXCEPT THE WOMEN! 
TAKE THE GOLDEN- 
HAIRED FEMALE TO THE 
CHAMBERS ADTOINING 
MY OWN. 


AS TO THE SCARLET 
TRESSED ONE, SHE 
WHO DARED RAISE 
HER POWER 
AGAINST ME... 


, Ol “TAKE HER To THE 
pi | DUNGEONS, THAT I 
A la Sa 
AL LATE - 
EC BN À 


e ga ais MR A !$ LOST IN 
a ss 
Efe 
rar 


LIA siste ums, 
Las AX DA Ê TEMA, 
ai; / * a 


THEN, IN THE CELL HOLPING THE THAT WAS HIS FIRST MISTAKE. AND | | THIS MAN GAIUS HAS STRIPPED 
WAKANDAN BEARERS... IF I AM CAUTIOUS AND CLEVER THE FANTASTIC FOUR OF THEIR 
ee ENOUGH THAT ONE MISTAKE COSMIC RAY-SPAWNED POWERS, 

: WILL BE HIS UNDOING. AND WITHOUT THEM, THEY ARE 


VERY NEARLY HELPLESS / 
THESE BEARERS ARE 


NOTHING MORE THAN SIMPLE 
ROBOT7S, BUT THEY CARRY 
INSIDE THEM MY HUNTING 

> GARE, 


A ROMAN 
SLAVE CELL, NOT 
UNEXPECTED, THAT 
MADMAN HAS g asas z 
IMPRISONED ME AS A Ass - it THE BLACK 
A LESSER E 5 E 5 E ZAN7THER 
CREATURE. A Wi ao e aa, PROWL AGAIN! 


A MOST VIS/BLE INVIS/ELE 
GIRL COMES PAINFULLY TO 
CONSCIOUSNESS. à 


SO, YOU ARE AWAKE LEDIN O 
AT LAST, MY LOVELY, THESE 


MENT, WHERE ARE BEEN WAITING. 
THE OTHERS £ 


ELSEWHERE AGAIN, IN NOT NEARLY 
SO SUMPTUOUS OR COMFORTABLE 
QUARTERS... 


e ul 
» WE'RE REALLY 
IN TROUBLE THIS 


ALLOWED MYSELF 
TO BECOME 
O OVERCONFIDENT, 


VERY GOOD. TI HAVE 
74 (| sremeser? 
/ a cd 


a 


Vi = WE2E 
| A 
) 
45) ) h 
) 


I'VE WARNED THE OTHERS 
REPEATEDLY NOT TO GROW TOO 
DEPENDENT UPON OUR POWERS. 4, 


NOW FRANKIE MAY « 
PAY A TERRIBLE PRICE 
FOR MY FOLLY/ 


HOW EASY IT ad 

»* wouLo geTosLP ANA 9 LrcanNoT PERMIT 
E=1 cROM THESE sHACKLES | | THAT! AND THOUGH I 
MC E ISTIU POSSESSED | A NO LONGER HAVE MY 
THE POWER OF MISTER LÃ, POWERS, 1 STILL HAVE 
FANTASTIC. BUT 1 DO MY BRA/N, ANP THAT 

NOT HAS NEVER LET ME 


DOWN a 


NOT FAR AWAY THE IT IS HERE--THE LOW NOT QUITE, TICHALLA. AT 
MOANING I DETECTED 2] | LEAST, NOT YET... 
SEVERAL MINUTES a 
THROUGH THE PANK AGO, IT IS THE GIRL CALLED 
CATACONES... FRANKIE RAVE! THAT 
/ MONSTER GAIUS HAS TD 
STRUNG HER OVER A ) 
SLOW FIRE, AN ANCIENT 4 
ROMAN METHOD OF 
PAINFUL EXECUTION! 


THERE IS 
SOMEONE IN 
PAIN BEHIND 
THIS DOOR, AND] | BUT WHY 
MOST LIKELY WAS THIS 
IT IS ONE OF DOOR LEFT 
UNLOCKED 7 


PERHAPS BECALSE SHE HEAR ME, GUARDIANS 

18 NOT UNATTENDED. .. OF THIS PIT OF HOR- 
RORS! T AM TICHALLA, 

PAUTA SON OF TICHAKA! LAY 
DOWN YOUR WEAPONS 
AND SHOW OBEISANCE 


INCREDIBLE! THEY DEFY NO MATTER. IF THEY HAVE WITH SPEED AND FEROCITY TO 
ME! YET THE NAME OF THE , NOT HEARD OF MY POWER, RIVAL HIS NAMESAKE, THE PAN- 
BLACK PANTHER |5 HONORED THEY SOON SHALL / THER LEAPS... 

AND FEARED THROUGHOUT Ez 

AFRICA, AND HAS BEEN 

FOR GENERATIONS. 


6) 


THE THKROATY BELLOW OF 

PROCESSIONAL TRUMPETS BLASTS 
ACROSS À COLISEUM THAT MIGHT 
PUT THE ASTRODOME TO SHAME. 


ls 


NOT A SOUND / THEY'RE 
ALL MUTE/ 


LOOK UPON THESE WORKS 
AND MARVEL, MY LOVELY, ALL 
THIS IS MY WILL, MY WAY, AND 
ALL THIS CAN EE YOURS IF 

You WILL RULE AT MY SIDE! 


OO DaPCIRCUSES! 


sd 


SAM 
; | [ | 
a Ea 
AY 


| É 4] N 
VA XV 4 

A) 

SUSAN RICHARDS SUPPRESSES A EQ ) | 
SHUDDER ANP CONFRONTSE GA/US... 4y ih É 
8777777 NM 


BUT, IT OFFENDED ME TO 

HEAR THEM GIBBER IN THEIR 

MONKEY VOICES, AND SO T 
SILENCED THEM. 


WHEN FIRST I CAME 
HERE Z GRANTED 
TO THESE PRIMITIVES 
THE ABILITY TO 
SPEAK NOBLE LATIN, 

JUST AS T HAVE 
GIVEN YOU UNDER- 
STANDING / E 


Len M 


YOU FIRST 
BY CAME HERE, GAIUS 
WHEN WAS THAT 


HOW DID YOU 
CREATE ALL THIS Z 


z 
2 


“OUR COMMANDER ONE DAY SENT THREE OF US TO 
INVESTIGATE A SHOOTING STAR WHICH HAD FALLEN 
SOME MILES TO THE NORTH OF OUR FORT. a 


> - fic «é LA PIF Colak 
ts E Í E Tolo 


| “BUT WE DID NOT [avi ] “BUT WE BOARDED IT, AND 
X FINDA FALLEN pd MAL) FOUND STRANGE MACHINES, 
DE A Ecos DD] Rn em 
| a “ “a [É OUL y 
"II Fora 


“IT WAS A STRANGE, COLD PLACE, BUT IT WAS SMALL 
ENOUGH. [IT DID NOT TAKE US LONG ONLY 


é 


DERA (a PER pe À 


). 
A Tu J». 
“ONLY MY CONCEALMENT SAVED 
ME FROM A LIKE FATE... 


) 


1H a, 


DAR NZ 
78 as ad! p W 
IND ) EN, 

f in RTV (PN Via 

=ohRy) | GN No 
/R x 


(MRRRREO Ps= === “BUT WHEN I TRIEP ON HIS HEL- 
“REALIZING I HAD FOUND A [EE | MET, MY BRAIN WAS SET AFIRE 


NT WEAPON WHICH COULD GIVE [ | E WiTH IMAGES AND THOUGHTS BE- 
N ME DOMINION OVER THE YOND HUMAN COMPREHENSION. 
N “,.T SLEW HIM WITH EMPIRE ITSELF Z DONNED ; 


A EWIFT JAB OF MY HI$ STRANGE ROBES AND Bl 
AMULET, 


K EV 


W] “FOR TIME OUT OF MEMORY 
I WRESTLED IN MY MIND 
WITH THE FLAMING HOSTS 
THAT MARCHED THERE,” 


AND WHEN T RECOVERED T FOUND 
THE INNERMOST POWER OF MY MIND W MOST STRIKING OF THE SAVAGES POWER OF HIS GoDS AT 
HAD BEEN UNLEASHED, RETURNING NEARBY, AND IN À CEREMONY OF 


HIS COMMAND AND HE 
TO THE FORT,T FOUND ALSO THAT EX GREAT POMP T CREATED A NEW USES IT TO MAKE HIM- 
MY OTHER COMPANIONS HAD LONG 


e AND MORE GLORIOUS ROME, AND /SELF A PETTY DICTATOR ! 
SINCE DEPARTEOD, SO BY THE POWER 4 TOOK TO MYSELF THE NAMES 
» OF THOUGHT ALONE T RAISED M OF THE THREE CAESARS IN 


THIS MIGHTY TOWER AS MY tu WHOSE REIGN T HAVE LIVED, 
KINGDOM, 2, ND THE NAME OF OUR 


GREATEST GENERAL. 


BUT, THERE WAS ONE THING MI$- THINK AGAIN, FLAVIUS, HERE YOU HAVE DO NOT BE TOO QUICK TO 
SING IN MY KINGDOM, MY LOVELY, RECREATED NOT THE GLORY THAT WAS DEFY ME, PRETTY ONE. T 
A QUEEN TO REIGN BY MY SIDE, T ROME, BUT ALL THAT WAS WRONG AM NOT SLOW TO SHOW MY 


WOULD AS SOON TAKE A GORILLA ABOUT [T--THE BLOODSHED AND CONTEMPT FOR THOSE 
AS MY BRIDE AS ONE OF THESE INHUMANITY, THE BIGOTRY AND BENEATH ME. BUT I WOULO 
SAVAGES , BUT NOW MY PATIENCE 


SLAVERY/ AS $00N HAVE YOU 
HAS BEEN REWARDED 


WILLUNGLY... 
M ij W 
y Ny APPEALING, T 


WOULD NOT 
ACCEPT IT. 


JOHNNY! BEN! AH, BUT THEY WILL, SUE WATCHES IN MOUN- 

THEY WON'T / FOR SUCH IS My COM- TINE HORROR AS THE 

FIGHT EACH ; MAND, AND NONE CAN TWO FRIENDS BATTLE, 

OTHER / e) REFUSE ME! = PUPPETS TO THE WILL 
OF GA/US. 


hd rm RO rr 
2 Ê 


ACROSS SANDS RED 
WiTH THE BLOOD OF |, 
COUNTLESS OTHER | 
BATTLES, AND EVERY |! 
MOMENTA STE?  |l 
AWAY FROM DEATH! |) | 


AND IN TH ; d HAVE YOU NO STOM- WHAT CAN T Do Z a 
EMPEROR'S à ACH FOR THE GAMES, WHAT |S THERE TO 4, S HERE. HE MAY EVEN BE 
MY LOVELY 2 THEN DO ? REED WOULD & DEAP FOR ALL T KNOW! 
SUBMIT TO ME AND THINK OF SOME- $ N 7 I!VE GOT TO DO WHAT 
THEY SHALL BE ENDED! | | THING, BUT... N HE WOULD DO, TIVE 
SUENVT! WEST SOT TO USE MY 


R É E A 
NS 1...1 CAN'T! BEN AND 
7) JOHNNY WOULPN'T 
WANT ME TO, I KNOW. 
AND YET T CAN'T SIT 
HERE IDLY AND LET 
THEM BE KILLED/ 


GAIUS GETS HIS VAST MENTAL 


E À LET'S SEE HOW HE FUNC- 
POWERS FROM THAT ALIEN HELMET, | ; TIONS WITHOUT IT... 
IT MUST HAVE BEEN PART OF THE AE 
SHIPIS MECHANISM, SOME KINP OF e aa | Nº 


s 
P$ycHiC CONTROL SYSTEM, AND IT 
AFFECTED HIS HUMAN BRAIN BY 
INCREASING THE LATENT 
EXTRASENSORY Pow- 
a ERS WE ALL HAVE. 


THE VOICE RINGS THROUGH THE | Poa 
RUE H 7 OT 


INVISIBLE GI, AP LIKE THE [fp dy! 
SOUNDING OF À GREAT VI K qa | 


THEN THE HORRIBLE HEADLESS MONS TROSITY AND GAIUS TIBERIUS 
LUNGES, GROPING FOR HER LIKE THE BLIND THING AUGUSTUS AGGRIPPA 
FA ee COLLAPSES AT HER 
REL Fone 
24A 


AT THE LAST 
INSTANT, SUE 


SIDE-STERS,.. 


GAS EM) : 


f AN EMPTY SUIT 
Tás OF ROMAN ARMOR, 


AND AS HE PASSES, SO TOO DO HIS 
WORKS... 


M-MY ROBES/ 
THEY'RE FADING 
AWAY ! 


AND, BELOW, IN THE 
DUNGEONS UNDER 
THE PALACE... 


THE BLACK PANTHER'S 
SHORT TUSSLE WITH 
FRANKIE RAYEIS GUARDS 
/$ ABRUPTLY ENDED. 


BY THE SPIRIT 
OF MY FATHER / 
THEY HAVE 
WITHERED INTO 
SKELETONS! 


/N THE ARENA [HEY! MY HEADIS 
BELOW... CLEARING/ T CAN 
THINK AGAIN! I 


CAN EZLAME 


tm Il | | j 
Mu 
E 


ad Mp ey 


DA tica 
Q re — 


MY--MY FLAMING 
POWER IS RE- 
TURNING. WHAT 
-» WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 2 


LOOKIT! TIM THE 74/NE 
AGAIN / OUR PONWERS HAVE 
COME BACK / 


WiTH A MOAN LIKE 
A DYINE GIANT THE 
STONES AROUND 
THEM BEGIN TO 
CRUMELE, | 


HANG ON, YOUR MAJESTY] | ELSEWHERE... | SOMETHING IS CALLING ON EVERY JOTA OF HIS 
I CAN'T MATCH JOHNNY'S q HAPPENING / T SKILL AND TRAINING THE MAN 
FEEL THE PECULIAR CALLED MISTER FANTASTIC 
| TINGLE OF COSMIC WENDS H/$ WAY THROUGH THE, 
ENOUGH TO BLAST OUR IRRADIATION DISINTEGRATING PALACE, 


à WAY OUT OF HERE! TAN RETURNING! 7 1, 
ya 
Ái SAM Es 


q 


AND THE 
PRISON IS 
FALLING 
APART “ 


GOIN! ONZ THE WHOLE 74 “ 
CITY IS FALLING TO VAO A "À THE OTHERS! THEY MAY 
PIECES A LL NOT HAVE GOTTEN THEIR 
. POWERS BACK / OS 


A E E/S 
2 /m 4 s 
NE ,a fm aaa 
ANZ/ ON a 


a M 


+» À 
ANA 


Es 


(O 


% 


AND NOT A MOMENT TOO SOON! / 


hh 


A 


/ 


AND, WATCHING IN HORROR FROM 
A SAFE DISTANCE... 
REED/ NO! 


S-SUSANZ SUE,| T'M ABOUT SIX 
YOU'RE HERE Z | FEET TO YOUR 


SUE! SUE! NTHAT WHOLE 


HER / 


wiTH A BLAS 

LEGENDARY ARAKATOA 

THE BLACK TOWER CEASES 
7O EXIST. 


MY JACKET 2 
CERTAINLY... 
BUT I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND... 


THE ROMAN COSTUME GAIUS PUTME 
IN HAS GONE THE SAME ROUTE AS 
HI$ CITY, REEP. AND T DON'T THINK 
BEN AND T'CHALLA ARE QUITE THAT 
INTIMATE FRIENDS, DO YOU 2 


LET GO OF ME | PLACE |$ COMIN' 


BEN! THAVE | DOWN! YOU'LL 
TO GET TO GET KILLED 
HER! T HAVE TOO / 

TO FIND 


CITY ON AN INVISI- 
BLE FORCE-FIELD (ZA 
SLIDE, BUT IT ( 
WAS A TERRIFIC 


YOU'RE ALL LEFT, DARLING., 
RIGHT Z BUT, | AND IF YOU'LL 
WHERE ARE LEND ME YOUR 
TACKET, T'LL BE 
HAPPY TO RESUME 
VISIBILITY, 


THINK YOU HAD 
SOMETHIN! WORTH 
)y HIDINS/ 


STRAIN KEEPING 


BLE, TOO. 


THANKS 
FOR THE VOTE 
OF CONFIDENCE, 


BABY BROTHER! 


AND, AFTER NOTES ARE COMPARED.. | AND HE MUST HAVE USED THE 


POWER OF THE AMULET TO DE- 
IT'S ASTOUNDING ! GAIUS USED THE À STROY THE RUSSIAN PARTY, THAT 
VAST MENTAL POWERS HE GAINED WOULD HAVE BEEN THE POWER 
FROM THAT ALIEN HELMET TO KEEP SHIELD DETECTED BUT HE DIO 
NOT ONLY HIMSELF BUT HIS THOU- 


COME, MY FRIENDS, 
OUR TASK HERE IS 
ENDED. IT IS TIME 
TO GO HOME. 


SANDS OF “SUBJECTS " ALIVE FOR 
CENTURIES. WHAT A HORRIBLE 
EXISTENCE IT MUST HAVE BEEN!!! 


NOT REALIZE THE GOLDEN SUIT 

HE TOOK FROM THE ALIEN WAS 

ALSO A PROTECTION AGAINST THE 
AMULET'S POWER SOURCE, 


OVER NEARLY TWO THOU- 
SAND YEARS THE POWER 
MUST HAVE SLOWLY SEEPED 
INTO THE SUIT AND LITERALLY 
EATEN AWAY GAIUS'S PHYSI- 


CAL FORM / ALL THAT RE- 
MAINED WAS HIS AMPLIFIED 
INTELLECT. AND WHEN SUE 
REMOVED THE HELMET... 


HE WENT 
BYE-BYE/ AN! 
6000 RIDDANCE 

Y 


YEAH, T 
COULD USE 
ME A LITTLE 
NEW VORK 
SMOG AFTER 

ALL THIS 
CLEAN AIR. 


7 MARVEL COMICS GROUPS 


A TME WORLO'S GREATEST COMIC MAGAZINE! 


ij MES BACK 


TERRAX, 


THE UN TAMED 4 


ANE 
Ny 


GUEST-STARRING: 
THE MIGHTY THORY 
HE AMAZINE f 


DAREDEVIL, 


THE MAN WITHOUT FEAR! 


A /7 HAS BEEN CALLEP MANY THINGS. 
THE ENDLESS OCEAN. THE FINAL 
À FRONTIER, IN TRUTH IT US NEITHER 


ENDLESS NOR FINAL. 


STNESE | INN SS - Es Eae 
THE COSMOS 1$ LIMITED &Y THE SAME |, | Look THERE! WTNEsS R 
BZAWS WHic4 BIND THE FLEETINE Ri 7»e caracovsmic DESTA WO 
LIVES OF MAN OR WOMAN. im OF A STAR OLDER THAN VR 
2/7772 N OUR GALAXY. 


DE ME ZA | ici THERE ONE DAY COME or wii THEY Li 
LOOK HERE! THE BIRTH - 7 FRAGILE LIFE FORME TO DIE ABORNINE. -. 
PLACE OF THE COSMOS, QUESTION THE MEANING OF É 


A VAST HYPROGEN clovo á (TALL £ 
CONDENSINE SLOWLY INTO O ju 
PARTICULATE MATTER, á S 


' W ; | o DRE LEAVING THE 
MI A - SARA IM SHATTERED REM - 
dE Lt 1) OR WILL THEY BE DEAD ; MANTS DF A WORLO 
WHAT SUNS MAY BE | MIA WORL/S, STARING LIKE 7HAT NEVER WAS, 
BORN HERE ? WHAT 1 al EL/ND EyES ATA ANDRES KAC/NG THROUGH 
E ZLANETS Z WITHERINE SUN £ =| [AR o flui oa AA 
RR 4/64/47 


FALLING THROUGH THE SILENCE, PER- 
MAPS TO DIE LIKE THESE IN SPECTACUL AR 
FLIGHT ACROSS THE SKY OF SOME DIS - 
7ANT WORLD, UNGUESSED BY MAN. 


CA ) E b o < 5 casei? > 
- 7 (etanol va S - 
THOUGH NOT ALL THES. sa a ; ONE AT LEAST TURNS 
2 | ALINE MOUNTAINS, 17 SEEMS, == Dis) ||| AGAINST THE PULL OF 
” |ARE DESTWED FOR EXTINCTION. E E LÊ, fi à GRAVITY TO STRIKE A 
Eni : AREA MR covese os 775 own. 


= EEN 


ad EL ste 


WATCH AS IT MOVES CLOSER, THIS BLOCK EM 
OF LIFELESS STONE, DEERIS OF CREATION, 


We 


SEE HOW (7 MOVES FREELY te 
THROUGH THE SWIRLING MISTS UM 
| OF SPACE, PEFTLY AVOIDING . 
THE UNSEEN TRAPS OF 
E GKAV/TY POOLS ANO WARPS, 


“a VE 
A E egãe ad 


a 


MA do a 
AA | a, 
Sa ONE MIGHT ALMOST THINK [is 

THE ROCK CARRIED DEEP 


SENT/ENCE, BUT THIS 1S 
NOT THE CASE. 


Li Am 
? 


THE MIND THAT DRIVES THIS 4 
MONOLITHIC MISSILE |$ NOT pa 
WITHIN THE STONE, THOUGH À 
HIS APPEARANCE MIGHT LEAD 

ONE TO BELIEVE HE WAS 

HEWN FROM SUCH A ROCK, 


/ 


ONCE, HE WAS &UT A MAN, 
ALEEIT ALIEN TO THE PLANET 
FOR wHiCH HE NOW MAKES 


Ss 


BI (//7/l RECENTLY, HE WAS THE HERALO W 
OF GALACTUS, HE WHOSE NAME /$ | 
SPOKEN IN FEARFUL WHISPERS amei 
THROUGHOUT THE COSMOS. 


NOW HE 1$'... A 


24 ME MEANS TO STAY THAT WAY, 
, ES REN 
AS 


STAN | TEEN | TIA io TIM 777] 


WEIN | SALICREUO | SHOOTER | 
COLORIST EDITOR ELITOR-IN-CHIEE 


LEE [GIKNE | NOVAR 


PRESENTS | STORYG ART | LETTERER 


INSIDE THE COZY WARMTH OF THE 
RES/DENTIAL LEVEL OF THE GAXTER 
EUILLINE HEADQUARTERS OF THE 
LANTASTIC FOUR... meme 


THIS IS THE PART OF THE NEW 
YEAR THAT ALWAYS MAKES ME 
SO SAD, REED DARLING, TAKING 
DOWN THE CHRISTMAS TREE. 
AND SUCH A BEAUTY” I DON'T 
KNow WHERE YOU GOT IT, 
BUT WE!'LL NEVER FIND 


ANOTHER LIKE LÁ 
/ j ” »”, / 


THE NEW YEAR (8 A WEEK 
OLD IN MANHATTAN, AND 

AT HER BUSTLING HEART IS 
A SMALL OASIS OF QUIET, 


“OH, TI WOULDN'T BE SO SURE OF THAT, SUE,” 
SMILES THE MAN CALLED MISTER FANTASTIC. 


ENERGY FLOWS THROUGH HIS COSMIC 
RAY ALTERED CELLS, ANP AMAZINGLY 
REED RICHAROS STRETCHES OUT. 
(TE A SIGHT MORE STUNNINE THAN 
EVEN THE BEST OFHOLLYWOOD'S 
MULLUSVONS ? 


I KNOW HOW UNHAPPY IT 
MAKES YOU TO THROW ouUT 
A BEAUTIFUL TREE EVERY 
YEAR,SO T BUILT US ONE 
WE CAN KEEP FOREVER. 


IT'$ NOT REAL / IT'S 
A MECHANICAL 
TREE: 


WiTH SPEED HONED &Y YEARS OF 
PRACTICE MISTER FANTASTIC 
LOOPS HIS PLIABLE BODY TO INTER- 


AND THERE YOU HAVE IT! 
ALL NEAT AND COMPACT 
YEAR, SUE... ER, SUSANZ, 
WHERE ARÉ YOU £ 


poli 


BUT SURELY THIS 
1$ BETTER THAN 
CELEBRATING THE 
SEASON OF LIFE BY 
KILLING A TREE Z 


THAT WAS VERY NAUSHTY, 
FRANKLIN. YOU KNOW YOUIRE 
NOT SUPPOSED TO PLAY WITH 
SUCH TOYS IN THE HOUSE, 


T'M AFRAID THERE'S 
MORE TO IT THAN É 
THAT, SUE. 


a 


| 


REED RICHARDS / SOME- 


so 
Fala: 
N 
T III 
çY MIBRELSO 


E mui 
O 


N À READ foi va 
pe permine 
E «MA > e 

% 


“5 


UNERIENPLY, MOST PEOPLE Ds sis 
ARE CONTENT TO REMAIN 


AT HOME THIS EVENING. 


HEY, OL! MAN, 

WHATCHA POIN! YEAH, 

IN THE PARK /DON'TCHA KNOW 
ALL BY ITAIN'T SAFE? 
VERSELF 2 


WE SHOULD 
SHOW HIM, 
HUH, ANGIE Z 


Hoy sPIT! IT'S BR 
SOME KINDA 
MONSTER, 


PLAY GAMES 
WITH THE 
LIKES OF 
vou” 


WE BETTER WATCH 
OUT, GUYS, LOOKS LIKE 
WE FOUND OURSELVES 
A SUPER HERO. 


THAT AIN'T JUST A 
MONSTER/THAT'S 
THE 7HIN6G 


Cai 


z E Ss. Z 
MOST, BUT NOT ALL. 
"| 


| NEVER MIND WHO 


IT IS, ROACH. 
RUN / 


Go AHEAD AND NOT 50 LONG AS MES. SME OF THE MIGHTIEST MUSCLES ON 
RUN, BOZOS/ YOU GRIMM'S FAVORITE SON EARTH COL ANP RELEASE. 
AIN'T GONNA GET CAN DISH UP A SNOW- - 

VERY FAR/ BALL SPECIAL.,, 


o 


MELLERRRATIO + “a 

ANP A SIMPLE SNOWBALCL IARA! 

BECOMES A THUNDERINE ARRARARIA DORA 
pio MIL 
= 


AND, À FEW MOMENTS | NOW YOU Boys BE 
LATER... GOOD LITTLE HOOD- 
: LUMS AND WAIT 


RIGHT HERE WHILE 
I GOFIND A Cop, 
OKAY Z 


IT DIPN'T MEAN TA WORRY | ER... JF EVERYTHING IS 
YA, BABE. T WUZ JUST ALL RIGHT T'Ll BE 
REMEMBERIN' HOW GOOP / MOVING ALONG NOW, 
WE HAD IT IN “LIDDLE- MISS MASTERS. 
VILLE”, AND I GUESS 

IT GOT TA BE TOO 

MUCH FER ME, 


SP 
MBEN AND ALICIA WERE GIVEN 4 TASTE OF NORMAL LIFE 
AS PART OF À PLOT E DOCTOR DOOM -- SALICRUP 


LEAVINE THE OFFICER TO PONDER 
A QUESTION NOT UNLIKE THOSE 
WHICH HAVE RECENTLY TROLBLED 
THE THING, LET'S LOOK /N ON THE 
REMAINING MEMBERS OF OUR 


CAST... 

HOW MUCH 4 
FURTHER, FRANKIE Z 
YOU SAID IT WAS AN 
OUT-OF - THE-WAY 

THEATRE 


ANYWAY, LET'S 
NoT HAVE ANY 
MORE FUSS IT 
WAS YOUR IDEA 
TO WALK 
INSTEAD OF 
FLYING HERE 
UNDER OUR 
OWN POWER. 


THAT WAS BE- 
FORE T KNEW 
THE WALK 
WOULD TURN 
INTO A FORCED 
MARCH. MAYBE 

1... 


RX 
Vai 


BU 

WERE ANY MORE 
OFF - BROADWAY 
WE'D BE IN 
POUGHKEEPSIE. 


JUST AROUND 
THAT CORNER! 


THE AUMAN TORCE HAS 
ONLY 4 MOMENT TO REM/- 
NISCE, HOWEVER, AS... 


e 


DX 


EVERYTHING!S 


A SCULPTRESS AS 5 
TALENTED AS 


18 IT REALLY 

NZ ONLY BECAUSE 
IP SHE'S BLIND AND 

CAN'T SEE HIM 2 


I ALMOST DIPN'T RECOGNIZE 
IT WITH ALL THE URBAN 
RENEWAL THAT'S BEEN GOING 
ON IN THIS NEIGHBORHOOD, 
BUT THAT BOARDED-UP 
BROWNSTONE IS SLIGHTLY 
SIGNIFICANT. 


THAT USED TO BE THE 
FLOPHOUSE WHERE TI FOUND 
THE SUEBE-MARINER” 


OH, EXCUSE ME, T'M 

ERANKLE RAYE AND 

THIS IS FOBGNNY 
STORM... 


JULIE'S FRIENDS 2 
YEAH, SHE SAID 
YOU!D o DROPPING 


CL//7776== lh 


“MANY DAYS HAVE “TRUTH Z WHAT FER CRYIN'! OUT LOUD, GARTH, IS 
PASSED WITHOUT A TRUTH? T DON'T I$ THAT THE BEST YOU CAN GIVE 
WORD BETWEEN ( || ME? YOU'RE ALL TORN UP 
S) a INSIPE OVER THIS GIRL AND 
YOU COME ACROSS LIKE SHE 
BROKE A LUNCH DATE! 


“IN MY A A 
TRIBE WE DON'T MH 1 Za 
PLAY GAMES WITH | q 

OUR HEARTS... 


FRANKIE/ JOHNNY! 
GLAD YOU COULD 
MAKE IT, KIDLETS / 


SORRY YOU CAME IN ON SUCH A 
YUCKY SPOT, THOUGH. GARTH'S 
USUALLY MORE INTO THE 

CHARACTER, BUT HE'S OFF IN 4 
HIS OWN SPACE TONIGHT ) 


S0 HOW'S THE 
SUPER HERO GIGS, 
FRANKIE 7 SAVE 
ANY UNIVERSES 
LATELY £ 


FOLK WERE ALWAYS 
OUT WORLD- SAVING. 


A SUPDEN SCRAMELING 
EVERYONE RUSHES OUT 
THE COLD NIGHT, AND... 


JOHNNY, WHAT IS ITZ 
T'VE NEVER SEEN 
ANYTHING LIKE IT / 


ME NEITHER, 
BABE, BUT 
WHATEVER 
IT IS... 


OH, THAT'S “MAMA LEON'S” HEY YOU Guys, 


LOOK AT THE 
SKY S 


THEIR WHOLE STAFF TO BE. 
SURE THEY'RE CLOSED 
OPENING NIGHT. 


EN 
Ras 


id 


IT'S WORTH AR 
INVESTIGATING! À QN Of, 
X Th 
Q NAN 
(440) 
<)) 


VAN 
DANA 

N 1) 
AN WWW AN 


AIM 


im 


NV 


Ps NDA | “. 


N 
H SS 
A BLINDINE FLASH OF - 
COMEUS TION ANP TWO f 1 
HUMAN TORCHES “AA 
STREAK SKYWARD. 


CLTZAZTN 


LL, 


WHILE BACK AT THE BAXTER BUILDING... UVA ; 
Do k G x 
» Y 


REED, WHAT'S HAPPENING 2 
ALL THE ALARMS SOUNDING (1) 
AT ONCE... ) 


IT'S NOT MY DOING, BEN. 
LSTI 


fes 7 
14 == MIA 4 
Da 


THAT'S THE AUTOMATED MONITORS, 
SE & S 


WER 
OPENING ABOVE NEW YORK, 


TIM AFRAID THIS MAY / BUT BEFORE 
SIGNAL DIRE CONSE- // À misTER FANTASTIC 
SU CAN CONTINUE... 


EE 
k EVERYBODY/ 
PN | QUCAL 


À FURY OF UNIMAGINAELE POWER 
ANP THE TOP TWO STORIES OF 


RE 


Nu, 
| 


I WOULDN'T GET ON THAT, 
CUDDLES, [F ALICIA HAD 
BEEN HERE THAT BLAST 
MIGHTA KILLED HER, 

AND THAT IDEA MAKES 
ME REAL MAD. 


ORANGE ONE... 


DN 


YOUR 


Ne vá 


HBACK IN ISSUE FZ 21! -- TS, A 


,., BUT TO DEFY 

FERRAX IS TO 

INVITE HIS 
WRATH / 


CRINGE BEFORE MY 
Po 


h ME TO MY PRESENT 
ATE / 


VI 
RARELY BEFORE HAS THE THING 
FELT SUCH À BLOW. pm 


ME FALLS, 
ANO THE 
FRAIL WORKS 
OF MAN ARE 
(NSUEFICIEN T 


7O EVEN 
SLOW HIM. 


AY / FRANKIE, TRY TO OKAY, TERRAX, YOU TALK LOUD- | [74E MIGHTY Cosmic POSSIBLY NOT, TERRAX. | | 2147 BEFORE REED RICHARDS THERE |S NO ONE ON ALL 
STAY BACK OUT OF LY AND CARRY A BIG STICK, BUT | |ZOWERED AXE BUT THERE ARE MANY CAN DO MORE THAN ENVELOR THIS PALTRY PLANET 
THE LINE OF FIRE. I'VE BEATEN YOU BEFORE, AND | | SWINES... WAYS TO SUBDUE A FOE À | 74E HERALD OF GALACTUS. .- WHO HAS THE POWER 
YOU'RE NOT READY I CAN DO IT AGAIN! SUCH AS YOU, TO STOP ME/ 

FOR THIS KIND OF h N-NO/ HEIS 
OPPONENT; GENERATING 
AN INCREDIBLE 
REVERSE 
PRESSURE 
FIELD 


FOOLISH 
STRIPLING/ 


B-BEN/ DEAR N 
HEAVEN, HE'S ) 
-.. GONE! 


IT WAS LUCK, , PA 
NOT SKILL OR Z You SHAUL NOT 
POWER WHICH Z | BE SO FORTUNATE 
VANQUISHED ME. ZA A SECOND TIME. 


N 


7777777727) 


À 
E 


RS 


RAN NO 


ME TEST LES 


ACROSS THE ROOFTOPS OE AN THOUGH HE WILL HAVE SOME 
UNSUSPECTINE MANHATTAN SMALL VIFFICULTY EXPLAINING 
EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENEOD TO 
MS TAXI... 


V) 
LES um 
IEGI/E'S INSUR- , AU! 

ANCE WILL COVER 

THE DAMAGES...» 


THUS SHALL T li OR ALL THAT IS 
TRANSPORT MYSELF 4 ROCK AND EARTH 
TO THEM... IS MINE TO 

COMMAND / 


3 


dm 
1 


x FE 
» ) 
Ê PE O 4 j 


AND BY THE FULL FORCE ME SETTLES ATOP ONE OF 
OF THAT POWER SHALL T THE TALLEST BGUILVINOS IN 
BIND THE FANTASTIC FOUR THE WORLD... 

TO MY WILL. | 


e raniA 


PNQ ARA GA DERA AAA DA Dn 
i a 


|) 
| 
| 1 
da a! | , 
E I | FOR A MOMENT WMA 
E e 
dai 


/ 
h ss 


quiBinas 
/NVISIBLE WAVES OF ENERGY RIPPLE OUT... 


ME TO HIS 


AND, BACK AT THE BAXTER EUILONO... 


SOMETHING IS IF ONLY WE 
HAPPENING/ I CAN | KNEW WHERE 
FEEL THE GROUND | TERRAX WAS! 
TREMBLING EVEN 

THROUGH THE 

REINFORCED 

STRUCTURE OF 

THIS TOWER... 


WE NEED NOW. WE CAN 


OF TERRAX'S POWER, 
NOT THE POWER 
ITSELF... 


SCALE... 
BUT 


THE INVISVECE G/RE CONCENTRATES, 
REACHINE OUT WiTH AN ALMOST FORGOTTEN 
MANIFESTATION OE HER POWER. 


INVISIBLE FLICKERS 
INTO GHOSTLY 


HI VIS/BILITY. TI | 
| ni 
TERRAX'S POWER /$ SEEN AS WELL AS FELT, AS THE 
ANIFE-LIKE WAVES SEVER MANHATTAN'S TES SHOVEL MIGHT CARELESSLY CLEAVE À 
WITH THE REST OF NEW YORK. po BURROWINE WORM.-» 
VAO TAVA 
Voo SED 
722 
77/27 


SUSAN, YOU KNOW WHAT | T KNOW WHAT YOU'RE 
ASKING, MY DARLING, 
ONLY SEE THE EFFECTS / I'VE NEVER ATTEMPTED 
IT ON S0 GREAT A 


T'LU 


AND TERRIBLE AS THE DAMAGE ÉS IMAGINE, IF YOU WILL, THE CONDITION E 
Co E ns o o 
== se VA SESAA CITIES: 77 A 

EN CREA Sei Ge Sa A 


FUN, PETER, WE 

REAUNY MUST DO IT'S BEEN A LONG TIME 

IT MORE OFTEN, SINCE T BUILT À SNOW- 
MAN THAT GIG. 


ELSEWHERE... R EB | MAY PARKER /$ SPENDING A QUIET AFTER- 
EESTI AS” | |yOON W7H HER FAVORITE NEPHEW... 
REIS ) 


| 


| 


Ai 


Vida 
; ZM MY SPIDER- 
SOME MILES AWAY IN É PK SENSE... SUCH 
THIS UNASSUMING HOUSE À PAINÉUL 
IN QUEENS... | ' 


HE DISCOVERS THE REASON FOR 
- TOO MUCH FRUIT- COULD HAVE TRACKED ME | | W/$ SUDZEN DANGER-ALERT /5 
CAKE. NEED... AIR... HERE, BUT I CAN'T RISK 5] | NOTA DIRECT THREAT TO Him... 
= ENDANGERING AUNT MAY..- 
48( GOTTA GET OUT-| | OR HAVING HER FIND OUT 
IN SIDE. MUST BE TM SAPER-MAN. 
IK” SOME HORRENDoUS 

MENACE 


HOLY... /! THE 
WHOLE ISLAND 
OF MANHATTAN 

HAS BEEN 
COVERED By A 

GLOWING 

COCOON! 


Sem SESI ZA 


| a 5N - 
ESSA Las O] : PORCH. .. 


AND ON THE GEORGE WASHINGTON 
ERIDEE, POCTOR PONALO 
ELAKE L/IMPS AWAY FROM AN 


AND AS THE NIGHT Y THOR TAKES 
TO THE TROUBLED SKIES, IN AN 
OFFICE ON LONE (SLAND... 


NO, GERRY, I TOLD 
À YOU T WANT THOSE 
SPECS vom.” 


AND IN THE BELEAGUERED CITY, 
THE SIGHTLESS APVENTURER 
ANOWN AS PAREDEVIC MOVES! 


SOMETHING 
INCREDIBLE 
MUST BE / 
HAPPENING. d 


É 


'M Se 
DISTORTION IN 
My RADAR-SENSE, 


TODO IS TAP MY 
MYSTIC CANE ON 
THE GROUND... 


STARK-INTERNATIONAL /$ 
ABOUT TO HAVE HIS GUSY 
EVENING DISRUPTED, CGE 


o 
DON'T WAN 


SCOTT! WHAT'S 
HAPPENED To 
MANHATTAN £ 


AND THE TENSION IN 
THE FEW PEOPLE ON 
THE STREETS IS 
ALMOST TANGIBLE... 


AND THE SON OF 
ODIN SHALL SOON SEE 

WHAT EVIL DOTH 

HERE UNFOLD, 


EIN) 


Ma. a 


WHO MOMENTS LATER STREAKS 
WESTWARD ACROSS p 
7HE FACTORY 


ALMOST MISSED 
THIS LEDGE, THE 
WHOLE ClTY SEEMS 

OUT OF PHASE. 


WHAT'S 
GOING To 
HAPPEN 
NEXT 2 


WHAT INDEED 2 


HEIMDALL'S EYES! THE 


COCOON DOTH RISE, AND 
WITH IT GOES THE 
CiTY/ 


Dna a 
= 


I KNOW NOT WHAT 
POWER THIS BE, YET 
SHALL THE GOD OF 
THUNDER TEST ITS 

METTLE / 


“> ATER 
a 


] 
La [a e 
- a 

ga 


E 
PT ET. 


MA UM 


FORCE WHICH POTH SUR- / TIME TO INVESTIGATE 
ROUND THOR'S APOPTED IT RIGHT NOW. LOOK 
HOME £ BELOW. THE TUNNELS 
ARE FLOODINGS.,. 


WE HAVE 
TO DO SOME- 
THING TO HELP 
THOSE PEOPLE. 


AND VANISHES INTO THE WATERY 
TURMO!L »- 


18 HE 
DOING? | 


« AND A RAGING 

HURRICANE ERVPTS 

GENEATH THE 
RIVER. 


MOMENTS LATER, TRON 
MAN HAS AN ANSWER TO 
WS UNSPOKEN QUESTION. lá 


| 


| uh | di 


a O Mr ed 


a SS Sa 


THEN STAND YOU READY, 
AVENGER. NE'ER HATH 
FRIGGA'S SON SO GREAT 
A TASK AT TEMPTED, YET À 
SHALL T DO WHAT 


MUST BE DONE... 


vero: 


THE THUNDER GOD DROPS... 


SELOW THE SURFACE, THOR UNLEASHES 
HIS AWESOME, N/GH IMMESSURABLE 
POWER OVER WINO AND STORM 


EACKk, BACK, BACK THE STRANNE ASCARDIAN ORIVES THE 
SEETHINE WATERS, PUSHING MIS VAST FOWERS TO THEIR 


LUTMOST CINE. 


— ar = 


Er of o ESSE 


Ex .. Sm 
pa PE) cs 
o [AND GEVOND? |. 


S 


SEALED WITHIN HIS ARMOREP SHELL, TONY, 
STARK SUPPRESSES A SHUDDER , FEELING 
SUPDENLY VERY SMALL AND MELPLESS 
BEFORE THE MICHT OF A LIVINE GOLD. À 
AT RE | 
MM 7»En awe TuRns Bi k 
GE 7O GRIM RESOLVE. 


E 


MAKE HASTE, MY FRIEND, 

GOD THOUGH THOR MAY 

BE, YET DOTH HE HAVE 
HIS LIMITS. 


“NOT TO MENTION THE SUBWAY 
TRAINS,., 


AND AS THOR 


STRENGTH TO 
THE IMPOSSIBLE 
JOB... 


BLAST, IT TOOK 
S0 LONG TO GET 
AWAY FROM AUNT 
MAY THAT THE 
ISLAND!S ALMOST 
À OUT OF RANGE. 


VERILY, SO GREAT A 
TASK DOTH WEARY 
ME MISHTILY. 


GOT TO USE THE 
MOMENTUM OF MY 
SWING TO GET HIGH 

“À ENOUGH TO FIRE 
À. A WEB-LINE TO 
IT 


(4 


PAS o 
vi dá do ). A 
BEM AND THE GOLDEN 

PU] AVENGER LAUNCHES 


OF CARS TO GET 


X sn j 
Lá 2MAl THERE ARE HUNDREDS 

2,7 

f 


N 


BOY-- T'VE BEEN IN 
THIS BIZ TOO LONG! 
I'M TAKING THIS So 
CALMLY YOU!D THINK 
I SAW NEW YORK 
TAKE OFF EVERY 
DAY! 


. UNLESS T 

CAN RIG A 

FAST SAFETY 
NET... 


AND THAT'S 
GONNA LEAVE 
ME ONE 
SQUASHED 
SPIDER-MAN... 


MEANWGICLE... BUT IT'S 


OKAY, BIG BRAIN, WE GOT you FELT THE ISLAND 


S0 HUGE... | THE SKY-BIKES AND SPACE- TREMBLE, BEN. ANP YOU 
ARE YOU SURE SuUcH À 


KNOW THE INCREDIBLE 
EXTENT OF TERRAX'S 


SUITS OUTTA WHAT'S LEFT 
You CAN KEEP sz STRAIN.../ OF OUR ROCKET. You 
IT UP, SUE £ I K READY TO EXPLAIN WHY 
YOU MUST KEEP L WE'LL NEED THE SUITS £ 
THE FIELD 
VISIBLE. 


al UNLESS TIM WRONG 

o, WE WILL ALMOST 

A CERTAINLY NEED THEIR 
PROTECTION. 


REED, SHOULPN'T I / STAY WITH SUSAN, FRANKIE. SHE!S 
COME WITH VOU Z? /DEFENSELESS WHILE ALL HER 

IF TERRAX IS AS POWER |$ DIVERTED TO THE 
Roe AS PROBLEM AT HAND 


(Ca 
E” N THE SKY-CYCLEIS ENGINE 
i WHINES AND MISTER FANTAS- 
de Ny 7/C RISES TO FOLLOW HIS 
NA VE TWO PARTNERS... 


AND AS THE MALE CONTINGENT OF THE FANTASTIC FOUR CLOSES ON THEIR FOE... AIN 
EEE 


Na. MO] MR LT A, ITIS THOSE BLASTED 


L EE 
v NEW YORKERS «TO SUBWAYS ; "| |suPER HEROES, 
8] ZE4L W74 4 SUDDENCY ROBERTSON / NOTHING 


PLETHORA OF PLUNGED | [ LIKE THIS EVER 
PROBLEMS... DARKNESS, EA HAPPENED BEFORE 
c=el fl) | THEY CAME ALONG/ 


EA, 


FROM 
TRUNCATED 
CARS... 


Poda da | 


MAINCAND, MANHATTAN |$ 
ON EMERGENCY POWER, 


AND HIGH ABOVE... y WISE WORDS, ONE- 
CALLED- RICHARDS, YOU 

HOLD OFF, JOHNNY. CANNOT HARM ME... 

DON'T ATTACK HIM 

UNTIL WE KNOW 

WHAT HE'S UP TO. 


.» BUT LET ME SHOW YOU AND WITNESS THE TERRIFYING 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF e TRUTH OE TERRAX'S DEED AS 
YOUR ACTIONS SHOULD THE WINDOWS, NOW THRUST 
TERRAX FALL... ABOVE THE FIELD, EXPLODE 
OUTWARDS IN UTTER SILENCE... 


RABEIT 
FRON À HAT... 


W Rive 


FOR THE TRUTH 18 THIS... AND AS THE ciTY RoUNDE | | ANA 
a — E THE SPINNINE HORIZON... | / ARA 
o N Ea se DB 2esA o . 


“ sz A m 
Ee: te Á A 
y 1/8 ONE HUNDRED |aM 
E m/LEs v2 into AiR- Vi 
MRE 2555 5/2102 7 Hi, 
HI$ POWER IS DIMMED. HIS 
LIFE-FORCE AT À LOW EBB. 
YOU WHO HAVE VANQUISHED 
HIM BEFORE SHALL DO 
SO AGAIN. ARK AND COLD OF 
SPACE. 


APPROVED 


INES MARVEE COMICS GROUP 


GI | 02462 


O SINOS TIAHVA ZELO 


dnot! 


= 

GE QD 

á ASA ó Es 

N E: AS) 
wo 


EVERYONE VERSUS 


THE FABULOUS FANTASTICO FOUR MUST ASK: 


| - I Ei “e 
É xa 
ll? 


A SLIGHTLY SIENVFICANT 
SAGA CRAFTED BY 
Mk 


JOHN BYRNEE 
STORY AND ART 


SLYINIS 
WEIN 


THE BAXTER BUILDING 
NEW YORK C/TY. THE NEW 
YEAR /$ SCARCELY A WEEK 


cs) |PRRS 
AN HOUR AGO, ALL WAS AT 
PEACE, HERE IN THE BUSTLING 
BIC APPLE, THEN THINGS 
HAPPENINE (N A 


7 


THE TOWER COMPLEX Which 
HOUSES THE HEADQUARTERS OF 
EARTH'S MOST AMAZINE QUARTET 
HAS BEEN DIMINISHED BY TWO É 
STORIES, .. VS, y is 
NS Ne TWO STORIES SHEARE, 
À HOT KNIFE MIGHT CLEAVE THROUGH 
EUTTER. THERE WAS NO LOSS OF 
LIFE, BUT HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS 
OF DOLLARS IN EQUIPMENT IS GONE 
FOREVER? 


AND THROUGH À CAUZY HAZE OF HE... HE JUST SWEPT ITALL |! WE... WE COULD HAVE BEEN KILLED! 


SHOCK THE ENORMITY OF THAT | AWAY! ONE SWIPE OF THAT SNUFFED OUT IN AN INSTANT WITH- 
/$ SLOWLY TRICKLINE DOWN INCREDIBLE AXE HE CARRIES OUT EVER KNOWING WHAT HAPPENED! 
7O NE OF THE TWO WOMEN | AND IT E Me! CRUMBLED 


LEFT ON THE SHATTERED MES. RICHARDS,.. SUE... 


UPRER Fela THAT STONE MAN. / WHO.. 
! WHAT WAS HE £ 


ONE OF THE MOST 
EVIL BEINGS IN THE 
GALAXY, FRANKIE 7 
THAT WAS ZERRAX, 

d 7H MERALP OR 
CALACTUS * dá 


THE FANTASTIC FOUR HAVE STOOD 

AGAINST GALACTUS BEFORE, AND 

EACH TIME IT HAS ONLY BEEN BY 

THE MOST NARROW OF MARGINS 

THAT WE HAVE FRUSTRATEP HIS 

GOAL-- TO CONSUME THE LIFE 
FORCE OF EARTH / 


OH, ie REAL 


ALL RIGHT, À rat dp “YOU CAN LOOK 


BEING WHO CROSSES 
THE UNIVERSE, 
FEEDING ON THE 
LIFÉ ESSENCE OF 
A WHOLE PLANETS / 


BUT AS THE INVISVECE G/RC TURNS ALL 
HER COSMIC-RAY SPAWNED POWERS TO 
THE TASK OE MAINTAININE VIS/BICITY IN 
THE AURA OF ARCANE ENERGIES THAT 
CRACKLES AROUND THE ISLAND OF 
MANGATTAN... 


THE GIRL CALLED ERANK Sd 
RAVE FEELS HER SHOCK AND 
WELLINE PANIC CHANGE (N À 
MANNER MOST SUBTLE, AS ONE 
THOUGHT BEGINS TO REVERBERATE 
THROUCH HER MIND... 


IT UP IN OUR 
RECORDS, T MUST 
CONCENTRATE ON 
ua JOB AT 


De. 


NOT FAR AWAY, IN À LUXURIOUS «THE ATMOSPHERE 18 | TARVWVIS! WHAT | M-MASTER CAL, MIS- 
AN SK ENTRAL LESS THAN TRANQUICL...| IN BLAZES IS /TRESS MASP/ 1...T 
PARK, - Ra GOING ON Z ” PON'T KNOW T WAS 


1) 

: ) i a W POWER FAILED AND ALL 
1/7] IR N A A HE ALARMS STARTED 
í BM W > a Sl: SOUNDING / 

t | ] S] 


THIS IS NO TIME FOR N AZ gl HOW CAN THAT BEZ AVEN- 
LEVITY AM, THOSE ARE fa AR se A Pai DA a /| RS MANSION |$ TIED IN 


JANET VAN DYNE'S VOICE TRAILS 
AWAY AS SHE REALIZES WHAT SHE 
1$ SUGCESTINE... 


THE PHONES ARE 
a 


ROM T EST OF NEW YORK. -I8 WITH ZRON MAN... 
AND SOMETHING IS BLOCKINS NUMBERS. 


OUR EMERGENCY CALL SIGNAL! Mm j À 
A À / 
Z = Z / 
À - a E É LH f 
; dis [4 
RN 


SB 


FOR THE BEGINNINES OF AN ANSWER TO THE AVENGERS! BUTLER'S STARTLED QUESTION WE MUST TURN 
OUR ATTENTION TO THE RODE OF ONE TOWER OF THE GIANT WORLD TRADE CENTER, WHERE THE a 
REMAININE MEMEERS OF OUR CAST CONFRONT THE BEING FRANKIE RAYE CALLED THE “STONE MAN". 


I HAVE SET YOUR REG LISSEN, sTONE-DOME, ER NRO CASE OFF, 77NG” 
MISSION, EARTHLINGS. ENA NogoDY Gives orDERS EM ERR TERRAX 15 HOLDING 
OBEY ME, OR FACE THE ANNINNA TA THE 444745770 AM REM THE WINNING HAND 
CONSEQUENCES y Ê RA RA RIGHT NOW. WE Have 
à E Tt a ao e : ERRA TO PLAY EV HIS 
RULES, 


“A WISE DECISION, ONE-CALLED- MY STER-FANTASTIC. * 
SNARLS TERRAX. “FOR IT IS BY MY CONTROL OF THE 
EARTHEN ELEMENTS THAT nodos aca CiTY HAS 
BEEN RAISED INTO SPACE.. 7 


y E Fm Ah | | 


tg n; 


“AND SHOULP YOU NOT SUCCEED IN 
a DESTROVING GALACTUS AS I HAVE 
RE COMMANDED, T SHALL HURL THIS 
ISLAND AGAINST HIS SHIP YONDER AND 
KILL EVERYONE HERE //” 


BUT YOU CAN'T MEAN IT/ THERE EE ota a ERRO 144 44 44 44º IGNORANT WHELP/ 
ARE MILLIONS OF PEOPLE DOWN y ES HAVE VOUR YEARS AS THE sUmMAaN 
THERE/ PEOPLE WHO DON'T EVEN : RA 7ORCS TAUGHT YOU NOTHING? I 
KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENED BECAUSE ANN | |WAS THE HERALD OF GALACTUS. 
MY SISTER |$ KEEPING YOUR : di IT WAS MY TASK TO FIND WORLDS 
FORCE-FIELD OPAQUE. Ea Ê A | THAT HE MIGHT CONSUME / 


YOU CAN'T JUST WHAT CARE I 
CASUALLY MURDER FOR THE PUNY LIVES 
ALL OF THEM/ OF A SINGLE CiTY 2 


THAT DOES (T/ MAYBE IF T 


E M BEN IN HEAVEN'S NAME, | |74E EDGE OE FEAR IN REE/ RICHARDS' VOICE 
CRAM THAT FANCY SWIZZLE ME a S70/2º HELL DO IT/ FREEZES BEN GRIMM. 
STICK DOWN VER MISERABLE À E. YOU KNOW HE WILL / ONLY A FOOL FIGHTS 
THROAT YOUILL LEARN A A Pin O | YA... YA MEAN WE'RE JIN A BURNING HOUSE, 
LITTLE COMPASSION! g EAR 


GIVIN! UPZ SAY IT BEN. WE MUST Do 


AIN'T SO, STRETCHO! / WHAT TERRAX WANTS, 


THEN GO, MY UNWILLING SLAVES, E MINATLURE TET PACKS H/SS SOUNPLESSLY INTO THE SUR- 

By YOUR ACTIONS WAS T FIRST E KOLNDINE VACUUM, THEN THE THREE MEN MovE AWAY 

DELIVERED TO GALACTUS,* BY À +. FROM THE HOSTAGE CITY. a : 

YOUR ACTIONS SHALL T BE a ENS 
FREED” k 


| , a. N 4ND,4S THEY CROSS THE GREAT, COLD GULF 
: - . THAT SEPARATES THEM EROM THE STAR- 
NSEE EE Zi) -- SALICRUP. Fo isa e SPANNINE SPHERE OF GALACTUS... 


PROCRESS , AND EROW TIRED... E WITH THE CREATURES OF 
= THIS TINY WORLD. THEY |, 
WHo, ALONE IN ALL 
CREATION, HAVE 
STYMIED MY WILL. 


EYES NOT REMOTELY HUMAN MARK THEIR AGAIN MUST T CONTEND Já 


AN 


YET DOES 
GALACTUS WEARY 
OF THIS ENDLESS 
CONFLICT, FOR WHAT 

MORE DO T DO THAN 
THAT WHICH ANY UVING 
CREATURE MUST 2 


; SRT ERES 
= a ati ç /0-M 127, 
= eesmad, mm — “ -- STAR-SPANNING SALICRUP, 


a? 

ME MOVES THROUGH THE VAST CHAMBERS Es 1! 

OF HIS SHIP, AND À WEIGHT BEYOND GALACTUS MUST To 

MEASURE SEEMS TO PRESS UPON HIM. < SURVIVE. <Rs 
leia [MH o “; 

dá É h, > 


md 


STILL My DEEDS THUS DO I DRAW GALACTES |5 REPLENISHED My 
WEIGH UPON ME, AND UPON THE LAST BIT-| | LIMBES GROW STRONG AGAIN. BUT 
So DOES MY VERY TER DREGS OF ENER-| | MY RESOURCES ARE SPENT, 
SANITY TOTTER GY STORED WITHIN VICTORY MUST NOW BE MINE... 
UPON A RAZORIS : MY SHIP, THUS DO T 
EDGE. GIRP MYSELF ONCE 
é MORE FOR 
BATTLE. 


OR 
CALACTUS 
SHALL NOT 
FIGHT AGAIN. 


AND, NOT A HEARTEEAT AWAY... DEN A YEAH, ANE NOU | DONIT LIKE TAKING TERRARIS 


SK M 
WELL, IT SURE FEELS GOOD TA 


T THINK WE CAN 
SAFELY ASSUME HE US s À 
ALREADY KNOWS, BEN, i ai PN 


N A / 
GALACTUS IS NOT À : , ) 
! i 1a, V YEAH, SO Z 
y HE'S ABOUT DUE 
a (1) FER A BIG MAC 
WLAST ISSUE --GUESS WHOZ | ATTACK? 


HIM OF THE PROMISE T ONCE 
SECURED FROM HIM -- THE PROMISE A 
TO LEAVE EARTH INVIOLATE... 


NINSASA | suerrEssING INSTINCTIVE AWE, ER 
N THE THREE HUMANS ENTER THE À 
VA PRESENCE OF GALACTUS... [NM 


HEADS UP, 
GANG“ TIVE 
HISSUES HZIZGZ23-- TIM. Rem FOUND HIM? 


“HOW COULD T NOT KNOW THAT MY 
TRAITOROUS FORMER HERALD FLED 
ACROSS A HUNDRED GALAXIES, 
COMING AT LAST TO THAT PALE ; 
BLUE GEM WHICH IS YOUR EARTH. 


RAR DS 


OF COURSE 
I KNOW, How 
COULD IT BE 
OTHERWISE 2 


“HOW COULD T NOT KNOW THAT WITH BUT A SINGLE 


“COULD T FAIL TO KNOW HE TOOK HIMSELF TO 
SWEEP OF HIS COSMIC POWERED AXE -- THAT SELFSAME 


AXE WHICH T GAVE HIM-- 


THE TALLEST STRUCTURE ON YOUR HOME ISLAND, 


AND THERE UNLEASHED HIS POWER OVER THAT 
WHICH IS ROCK AND EARTH... 


“HE SUNDEREDP YOUR 
EARTHLY HEADQUAR- 

TERS AND NEARLY 
KILLED YOU ALL. 


o 


“HOW COULD T NOT KNOW 
BH ALL THESE THINGS, AND 
!| STILL BE GCALACTUS £” 


IM 


THEN IT WILL COME AS NO SUR- 

PRISE THAT I DO NOT WISH TO 

BATTLE YOU, GALACT LIS. WE 

HAVE BEEN AT ODDS MANY TIMES 

BEFORE, BUT I HAVE NEVER 

THOUGHT OF YOU AS AN ENEMY 
-- NOT AS EVIL / 


WHAT THEN 
DO YOU PRO- 
POSE REED. 

RICHAROS E 


BUT IE MISTER FANTASTIC HAS. PERA 
AN ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION, Ri 


WE SHALL NEVER KNOW, FOR 
OUTSIDE... RC 


DO MY THRALLS SEEK To 
DEFY MY WILL Z DO THEY 
PARGAIN WITH GALACTUS 2 


THEN LET TH 


EM LEARN / É 
THE FOLLY OF SUCH 
THOUGHTS... LE A. 


7 ZDETECT NO 


BATTLE. ALL |S ANY 
UIET WITHIN 


THE GREAT AXE SWINES, ANP AN 
ARC OF INDESCRIBABLE FORCE 
E SM//E5 ACROSS THE HULL OF THE 
IM GSEAT STARSHIL 


HOLY COW/ HE'S OPENED IT'S GALACTUS! “GALACTUS IS COMMUNICATING 
THE SIDE OF THE SHIP TO HE'S PROTECTING US | | TELEPATHICALLY WITH TERRAX/* 
SPAÇES HOWCUM WE SOMEHOW! BUT... WHY £ 


| 


NL. 
VA 


1) 


WAIT-- DO 


; You FEEL THAT 
PRESSURE IN 

; YOUR SKULL, IN 

PIZEA YOUR BRAIN Z 


I AM GALACTUS! LT AM N É FoR ALL YOUR VAUNTED STRENGTHB. . 

POWER WHICH 16 BEYOND Wi Gyou ARE gUT A FADING suadow JK 

(ONVER, ANONLEDGE N Sea SE MY Cosmic LC 7 4 ns 
THOUCHTS sá a Tai 


Usa | 


HAVE YOU NOT 
YET LEARNED WHO 
IE MASTER 2 


Q 
4 


S 
N 


O Nº WHAT, THEN, 
CAN TERRAX DO 
5 / SIWHICH GALACTUS' 
L. a CANNOT 4NDO Z 


Sl 
Ri 
== 
= 
= 
== 
— Es 
== 
= 
& 
> a 
A. 
1 
7 
AZ 


ACZ 


RNA 


V/)) 


GET BACK / HE'S RELEASING THE FOR À MOMENT À GREAT STORM SEEMS TO RIP 
FULL FORCE OF HIS ENERGIES THROUCH THE CHAMBERS OF GALACTUS* SHIP, AS 
AGAINST TERRAX: SHIELD YOUR LIGHT MORE PURE ANP BRIGHT THAN THE FIRST 


EYES, OR THEY MAY BE MELTED WHITE LIGHT OF CREATION WASHES ACROSS THE 
RIGHT OUT OF THEIR SOCKETS/ OMLOOKERS. : 


ANP WHEN THAT LIGHT 
FAVES, MANHATTAN (8 
RESTORED, HER PROUD 

N GR/DGES AND BURROWING 
TUNNELS MADE WHOLE” 


AND ACROSS THE ISLAND NEW YORKERS RETURN TO THEIR EVERYDAY LIVES, UNAWARE THAT THEY HAVE 
BEEN WICTIMS OF ANYTHING MORE THAN AN ALL-TOO FAMILIAR BLACKOUT. 


FIND OUT WHAT 

R HAPPENED, ROBERTSON. 
4NMIDTOWN OFFICE | N 74/ROUGHOUT MAN- IF SOIDER-MAN WAS 
ELOCKS, CAPTIVE HATTAN TELEPHONES INVOLVED, WE'LL HAVE 
BUSINESS -FOLK JANGLE WITH NEWS 
ARE FREED FROM N OE 7HE EVENT FROM 
ONCE-MORE OFE-ISLAND CALLERS... 
FUNCTIONAL 
ELEVATORS... 


SHELDON, ARE 
YOU NERTZ Z 


THE INFORMATION ($ 
ECREETEV WITH TRADI- 
T/ONÁE APLONE. 


AND, ATOP THE SHATTERED BAXTER SHE!IS PASSED OUT/ AND 
BUILDING... WHAT'S THAT GLOW 
UHNH/ THE APPEARING ON TOP OF 
FORCE- FIELD... TERRAX'S THE WORLD TRADE 
FORCE- FIELD... IT'S GONE. CENTER 2 
I CAN S7OO” = 


BUT... THE STRAIN... 
TIRED. SO... TIRED... 


THEN, HER RESOLVE 
SEEMS SOMEHOW TO 
SHNET, ANP TH FIRE 
DPWINDLES.,. 


I SHOULD 
Go... SHOULD 
INVESTIGATE... 

> BUT... BUT... 


LIVING FLAME 
CRACKLES ABOUT 
FRANKIE RAYE... 


ALMOST ROBOTLIKE SHE TURNS BACK 
BP 7OWARLS THE BLUILDING'S CORE, MOVING 
QUICKLY AWAY FROM THE UNCONSCIOUS 
INVISIBLE GIRL 


ara À as] | AS ' 
AS AGAIN A SINGLE 
CONSUMINE THOUGHT 
POSSESSES HER... 


ELSEWHERE, WHAT OF THE GLOW AS THE GHOSTLY NIMBUS FADES, ACROSS THE NO STORY CAP THAT 
FRANKIE RAYE NOTICED ATOR THE | | SELARATES THE TWO BUILDINES, OPPOSINE FORCES FACE EACH 
TWIN TOWERS OF THE WORLD OTHER. pa RE dA 
TRADE CENTER £ nen a 


| | o 


IT CANNOT BE/ MY POWER IS GREATER MEN 
THAN YOURS / YOU ARE DRAINED, WEAK / AB 
YOU SUBSIST ON THE ARTIFICIAL 
ENERGIES GENERATED WITHIN 

YOUR SHIP. 


YOU CANNOT 
DO THIS vou 
HAVE NOT THE 


7O EVEN AN UNTRAINED 
EYE IT WOULD SEEM 
OEV/OUS THAT A GULE 
RN G<Z47E2 74AN MERE 
DISTANCE SEPARATES 
THE TWO SIDES IN THIS 
CONERONTAT/ON. 


TRIUMPHANTE 


ad) ns 
ROTAS 


-=E 


=" EUT THERE [$ PERHAPS THE FANTEST 
e ; TREMOR OE FEAR IN TERRAX'S VOICE, 
NE Wi 4242 7HE ENERGIES THAT LASH FROM 

NS s THE COSMIC-POWERED AXE... 


. ARE AS INCONSEQUENTIAL AS À 
GENTLE SPRING RAIN TO THE INMOVA- 
BLE MIGHT OF GALACTUS. 


NE 


pa 


LET TERRAX 
BCENOMORE!, 


ONCE, Hiz WAS TYROS , PETTY DIC- 
TATOR OE A WORLO BEYOND HUMAN 
ANONLEDGE. 


HE TH. 

SELF SUPREME IN 
ALL THE COSMOS, 
LORD AND MASTER 


qt A 
LO h n Re 


OF ALL MY HERALDS, TERRAX, 
NONE HAVE TROUBLED ME 
So MUCH AS YOU, 


THUS, EVEN AS T HAVE PUT ASIDE 

YOUR INSIGNIFICANT WORKS, WHAT 

É GALACTUS HAS WROUGHT, SO É 
k SHALL GALACTEUS UNDO/ AM 


PRETERNATURAL FORCES CRACKLE 
BETWEEN GALACTUS AND HIS 


FORMER HERALO... 


THAT BLAST OF 


ENERGY... IT 


SEEMS TO BE 


FLOWING LROM] TERRAX 
7O GALACTUS 


MME | 


lssanamnsaons 
= 5: 


IN A UNIVERSE BEYOND | Sm 
MEASURE, WHAT 18 THEIR 
PUNY LIFE OF A MAN Z 
WHAT 1$ THE DOMINION 
OFA SINECLE WORLD £ 


ONCE, HE WAS TYROS, PETTY 
VICTATOR OF A WORLD BEYOND 
MUMAN KNOWLEDGE. 4 Na 


NM soa 
NOW /$ HE TYROS a 
ONCE MORE... 


AND, FAR ABOVE... | IT IS DONE. MY 


HERALD I$ GONE, 
HIS POWER HAS 
RETURNED TO 

ME. 


OUR PLANET 2 THAT'S 
REALLY... 


YET, STILL 
8 I5 GALACTEUS / 
WEAK,. STILL : ELT BEFORE JOHNNY 
MUST GALACTUS STORM CAN BLAZE 
S N ACROSS MORE THAN 


A FEW FEET... 


MG QN 


; a SEN 
«3 
N 


420/7480, 4 é 
y aÃ 
» a 4 Ã 2ds ZE 
Z? A Vá LE 


Why) 
I HAVE NOT THE 


y/ / TIME TO Rea THE 
s ” OMP. TS OF M 
WITH PONDEROUS ii / W EMENTAL CO 
á VERTER 


RITUAL OLDER THAN 


ALL EARTH HISTORY, À MY ORBITING SHIP. 


CALACTUS GECINS... 
THEREFORE SHALL Z CREATE THEM 

FROM THE DUST AND S00T OF THIS POL- 

LUTED SEA WHICH YOU CALL AIR... 


YES, ONCE EVEN GALACTUS! 
WAS A MAN, À MERE MORTAL 


SUCH AS YOU, THOUGH MEMOR- 


IES OF THAT LIFE ARE BUT A 
DIM AND DYING PAIN WITHIN 
MY HEART. 


+” MUST WE KNOW 
GRIEF FOR EACH OF THESE Z 


GALACTUS, PLEASE! IT Eos = 
YOU! THERE ARE E 


E OF SUMA, 
MYTY YOU CANNOT É 
Do THIS / N 


SPEAK TO ME NOT 
OF HUMANITY, REED 
RICHARDS / YOU TALK OF 
COLOR TO ONE STRUCK 
BLIND. MY HUMANITY IS 
LOST IN THE SWIRLING 
MISTS OF TIME. 
MW 


N 


ns; 


/ 
JI 5 = si 4 
THE FINAL r Sp k Ad is 
SWITCH BE q: ; fm) 65d 
THROWN... Fa / TIS h: 


AN ALLY AT THY SIDE, T SHALL 
SEE THEE FALL ERE THIS A 
WORLD SHALL BE THINE! SG 


wu 
v 
' 


EASY, THUNDER GOD Vá 
HE'$ MANAGED TO HALT É 
HI$ FALL WITH AN 
BA ANTI-GRAVITY FIELD. 


TOUGH HE MAY BE, CAP, BUT 
I THINK HE'LL FIND HEIS 
BITTEN OFF MORE THAN 
HE CAN CHEW WITH THE 
AVENGERS ON THE 
JOB! 


Tao À 
s, y 


ZRON MAN'S AWESOME REPULSOR 
RAYS LANCE cio it THE STAGGERED 
/ pe 


REED/ WHAT CAP, TELL THOR TO STOP! 
IN BLUE 


BLAZES... 2 
EOPLE/ WE!VE GOT TO 
E 


P À 
DRIVE HIM TO TH 
GROUND” 


AY 


ma 


E 
É 
& 
É 
5: 


LIM 
Ega 


ae 
Et 


ONCE DOWN, HIS METHODS » 
ÕE DEALING WITH THE 


/RRITANT BECOME MORE 


DIRECT... = 
N R VA Ji 


CE sitcisêne. 

da aU 

LVAN CARRIES THE 

BATTLE INTO CLOSE (42 
QUARTERS. 225 


EASY STRIKING 
DISTANCE, CAP! 


NOT FAR AWAY, À CRIMSON 
CLAD FIGURE OESERVES THE 


TH E E 

PROCEEDINGS IN À MANNER / 

UNIQUELY HIS OWN. N 
, É some TUSILE N 

Me NC Sons on Vá NAS 
/: Z IN 


DOWN THERE. Ç 
a! 
Ga 
ss NO, SLIDER - 


PICKING UP IS EED OUR À = 
INCREDIBLE HELP... nl / IS WATCH AND WAIT. Am POPCORN... 


1 PON'T LIKE THE LOOKS OF THIS, ...OR DOES GALACTUS ) IT'S NOT IMAGINATION, 
TERRAX SAIP GALACTEUS WAS WEAK,| |LOOK... SMALLER £ BEN. GALACTUS IS 

BUT HEIS HOLDING HIS OWN AGAINST USING HIS ENERGY 

THOR AND IRON MAN TOGETHER? A AY 


I AIN'T SO SURE OF 
THAT, TORCHIE. IS IT MY 


IMAGINATI % y a 
/ 


HE!$ ACTUALLY DWINDLING | 
IN SIZE. 


VICTOR IN THIS 
CONFLICT. 


AT YOUR SERVICE ONCE 
MORE , PROFESSOR 
RICHARDS, IF SERVICE 

I MAY BE/ 


BUT SURELY EVEN YOUR 
POWERS ARE OF NO USE AGAINST 
THE LIKES OF GALACTUS 7 


NOT DIRECTLY, PERHAPS, 
MY POWERS OVER 
MATTERS PHYSICAL 
ARE LIMITED, 


ENE 
Jq 


NS 


ZM AMU 


YEOW/ WHAT THE HECK IS NO TIME FOR WE HAVE 
THAT NUTTY MAGICIAN QUESTIONS, BEN. ONLY ONE 
DOIN' TO HIM? T AIN'T GALACTUS HAS CHANCE... 
NEVER HEARD NOTHIN! DROPPED HIS 

LIKE 75477 [o 


I HEAR YA TALKIN', BIG BRAIN / 
HOLD ON TIGHT AN' WE'LL 
FINS o QUICK AND 


HURRY, THING. T CAN 
ONLY TAKE SO MUCH 


OF THIS PRESSU 


LIKE AN ANCIENT OAK SWAVING 
BEFORE THE ONSLAUGHT OF A À 
HURRICANE GALACTUS 


A L 
Le Es & E 
> 


— 
SI 


S/LENCE NOW. AND FRIGHTENING Fa 
STILLNESS AS EIGHT OF EARTH 'S 
MIEHTIEST HEROES GATHER 
ROUND THE FALLEN COLOSSUS. 


A! mr 


I NEVER THOUGHT T'P | IT IS CALLED 

THE MAGES 

OR ZKONN , 
BEN GRIMM, 


I REACHED INTO 
THE DARKEST CORNERS 


I KNOW WHAT YOU'RE GOING TO SAY, REED, AND 
T CONCUR. GALACTUS MAY BE THE GREAT- 
EST MENACE WEI'VE EVER FACED, BUT HE 

IS ALSO A LIVING BEING. 


z aa 0 
“O 


EVEN THE EVER-LOQUACIOUS PÁ 
THINE FINOS HS SUPAN OE [ds 


WISECRACKS SUDDENLY 
EXHAUS TED. 


NO, JOHNNY, IT WON'T. 
AND IF YOU'LL THINK 
MOMEN 


ht) 


c/24 MARVEL COMICS GROUP |; 


É Ec 02462 
THE WORLOS GREATEST COMIC MAGAZINE! 


SE last, 


SÁ Dm ilfml W ANS 
dic “won! dA 


THE YOUNG WOMAN DOING TERRIELE THINES AND THE SUPER-POWERED 
7O MERSELF IN THE NAME OF GOOP HEALTH, À ALIEN KNOWN AS GALACTUS 
18 JULIETTE DANGELO -- TULE SEEMS ONCE AGAIN TO HAVE 
ANGEL TO HER FRIENDS, 


| 


LIGHTS IN THE SKY AND A CITY- ALL RIGHT/ 
AL WIDE BLACKOUT. * ALL RIGHT! 
THEIR NUMBER ARE 


À : O KEEP YOUR 
RATHER SPECIAL... AVE ! 


SOU, 


| 


) 


NS 


FRANK RAVE, TULIES ERST- 

WHILE ROOMMATE, WHO RECENTLY À sai 
VISCOVEREO HERSELF TO HAVE a Nes 
FLAMINE POWERS , AND JOHNNY É 
STORM, THE GSUMAN TORCH. 


SHE HAS NO IDEA THAT 
CONDITION 1S$ ABOUT TO 
BE ALTERED... 


JULIE -- FRANKIE... 
SHE'S GONE? 
FRANKIE'S GONE... 


17 1S VERY NEARLY À DEAD WElGHT. 
WHICH JULIE STRUGELES TO BRING 
7O THE COUCH. 


JOHNNY STORM 18 MORE DRAINED 
OF ENERGY THAN ANY LIVING THING 
JULIE HAS SEEN. WHEN SHE FUMELES 
FOR A PULSE SHE IS ALMOST SUR- 
PRISED TO FIND ONE. 


THERE IS TIME ONLY FOR A SHOCKED 

LEAP OE THE HEART: AND THE YOUNE- 

EST MEMBER OF THE FANTASTICO 

FOUR PITEHES FORWARD LIKE À 

ER E WHOSE STRINGS ARE 
UT. 


MER TRAINING IN THE HEALING 
ARTS AMOUNTS TO NO MORE THAN 
A ERVEF FIRST-AIP COURSE NEARLY 
TEN YEARS AGO, ELUT SHE KNOWS 
SHOCK AND EXHAUS'TION WHEN 
SHE SEES THEM. 


THEN, AS SURPRISE SLOWLY EBES, 
THE COLO VOICE OF REASON 
SUCGESTS ADDITIONAL THINGS 
SHE SHOULD TAKE CARE OR... 


À 
| 


A QUICK PHONE CALL ANP TEN NINUTES | | MISTER FANTAS TIC! THE 
LATER... /NVISVELE GIRL! NOW; AM 
E T GLAD YOU COULD MAKE IT! 


HEIS OKAY, Wa 
I THINK, | 


JOHNNY! OH, JOHNNY, YOU'VE ne VEZ du IS THERE A DIFFERENCE? 
HAD US $0 WORRIED/ HOW So Á 5 FRANKIE'S GONE, SUE / 
COULD YOU RUN OFF LIKE - : ; GONE FOREVER. TELL 
THAT 2 IT'S BEEN FIVE e 8 a , kN ME WHY T SHOULD 
DAYS! WE DIDN!T KNOW VS; e : ES AP EN BOTHER TO GO ON 
IF YOU WERE DEAD OR : | VERA A LIVING 2 


YES, OF COURSE, MISS 
IT'S AWFUL,T KNOW, HE'S SAID FRANKIE'S GONE. DIANGELO. OF COURSE 
SOMETHING NONE OF US [IS SOMEONE GOING YOU MUST BE TOLD 
COULD HAVE ANTICI- TO CLUE ME IN?Z (AGR THE FATE OF 
PATED. BUT YOU CAN'T ERR FRANKIE RAYE. 
LET IT DESTROY You! 


SUGGEST YOU SIT 

DOWN AND PREPARE 

YOURSELF FOR THE 
ANCREDIELES 


“AND IT REALLY BEGAN 
dd FIVE DAYS AGO parda WE 


| ia “<a; Ê 
ANUTES Boo DRA, Ch E 
7 - L 


O 
ALPHA/ OMEGA 


“A BEING WHO EXISTE BY DRAINING THE VERY Z/2E-| |"GALACTUS HAD GIVEN TERRAX CONTROL OVER 
| ENERGY FROM ENTIRE WORLDS, GALACTUS ALL THINGS ROCK AND STONE, AND HE ATTACKED 
* s'g HAS COME TO EARTH SEVERAL TIMES BEFORE, US IN OUR GAXTER BUILDING HEADQUAR- 
We (CP AND BEEN DRIVEN OFF. gm ; TERS, TRYING To 
N E ; : FORCE US TO DESTROY 
HIS MASTER! 


“THIS TIME HE WAS TO 


A <ox rue TAMÉR: 


“AND WHEN GALACTUS ARRIVED, EVEN THOUGH HE 
WAS DRAINED AND LOW ON ENERGY, HE EASILY 
STRIPPED TERRAX OF HIS POWER, 


“BUT GALACTUS 
WAS STILL LEFT 
NEAR STARVATION. 
HE ANNOUNCED THAT 
HE WOULD NOW 
FEED? 


SAVE HIME TIM AFRAID T CAN'T | THAT MAY BE TRUE, ZRON 
AGREE WITH YOU ON THAT ONE, | MAN, BUT GALACTUS IS A 

REED, WE AVENGERS JUST |LIVING, SENTIENT BEING. AND 

WENT THROUGH A SIMILAR HE DOES NOT ACT OUT OF EVIL 
PROBLEM WITH THE MOLE- /INTENT. HE DOES WHAT HE MUST, 
CULE MAN“ *IF WE SAVE /SIMPLY TO SURVIVE, JUST AS WE 
GALACTUS NOW WE'LL BE 
RIGHT BACK WHERE WE 
STARTED! 


REED, HE!S SO 


MOST AS IF HE 
WERE... PYNC ! 


” capran 
AMERICA I€ 
RIGHT! WE ARE 
SOUNO TO HELP 
A GALACTUS. 


HIS ENERGIES 
ARE SO LOW HE 
WILL PERISH UN- 

À LESS WE ACT TO 

SAVE HIM. 


b 
(87 
RAN 


XWHO COULD FORGET AVENGERS 
2/5 -Z/6 Z -- SALICRUP. 


WE BETTER MOVE 
FAST THEN, STRETCH! 
THE WAY HE'S SHRINKIN! 
THERE'LL GE NOTHIN! 
LEFT OF HIM TA 
SAVE INSIDE A 
COUPLA HOURS. 


BUT; WHAT I$ DOCTOR STRANGE 
DOTH SPEAK TRULY, 
AS THE MORTAL 

BOTH THE MYS77C | DON BLAKE, 7H0R 
AND THE MEDICIN- ||S ALSO TRAINED 
AL ARTS VET SUCH /AS A PHYSICIAN, 
BUT TO DOCTOR 
GALACTUS... 7” 


Gia Pros a SM 


“TI DON'T CARE FOR THIS MUCH," REPLIED 
THE ARMORED AVENGER , “ BUT TI SEEM TO 
BE OUTVOTED. T'LL DO WHAT I CAN...” 


THIS IS MIGHTY EXPENSIVE VOS 
STUFF YOU'RE ASKIN' ME TA IX) 
HAND OVER, BODYGUARD, 

BUT I GUESS IT'S OKAY, 

SEEIN! AS ITIS SIGNED By 
MISTER STARK HIMSELF/ 


A 
dns NATURALLY I HAD NO 
| PIFFICULTY GAINING 
PERMISSION FROM MY 
“BOSS! SINCE TI AM 
TONY STARK, 


THE ZHANG IS RIGHT GALACTUS IS 
DWINDPLING RAPIDLY. HIS ALIEN METABOLISM 
|S DRAWING ON HIS BODY!'S OWN ENERGIES 
IN LIEU OF THE LIFE-ESSENCE OF THIS 


PLANET. 


BUT, THERE WAS 
SOMETHING TERRAX SAID 
ABOUT GALACTUS 
SUBSISTING ON “ARTI- 
FICIAL ENERGIES,.. “ 


corn pp, 


q 


IRON MAN, DO 
YOU THINK YOUR 
EMPLOYER WOULD 
SEE FIT TO LEND US 
SOME EQUIPMENT... 2 


SO TIS THATA FEW MINUTES 
LATER A FAMILIAR FIGURE 


VI STREAKS OVER A LONG [SLAND 


I HOPE RICHARDS KNOWS 

WHAT HE'S DOING, T'M 
POUBTFUL WE COULD DE- 
FEAT GALACTUS A 
SECOND TIME TONIGHT, 
AND IF HE SHOULD FAIL 

TO BE GRATEFUL ENOUGH 

FOR OUR HELP... 


e, 


«+ IT COULD 

QUITE LITERALLY 
MEAN THE END OF 
EVERY THINGS 


WITHIN THE HOUR... JOKAY, BIG BRAIN, 
: WHERE DO T PLUG 
N IN THIS POWER- 
ADAPTO 
à DOOHICKEY É 


TO HOLD BACK THE 
BLIC, 


RICHARDS. 


POR DOTH 
STAND READY. WHEN 
IS THIS ACTION TO 

COMMENCE ? 


Cg 
ES 
Na 


RIGHT IN 
. FRONT OF You, 
Y BEN. JUST GIVE 
ME A MOMENT 
Ê TO MAKE FINAL 
ADITUSTMENTS. 


> 


RETURNING THEM AT À 
BOOSTED LEVEL TO 
HIS BODY. 


AND ALL THOU 
DOST REQUIRE IS A 
SOURCE OF POWER FOR 
THIS PROCESS TO BEGIN. 
POWER SUCH AS IS 
CONTAINED WITHIN My 


, MIGHTY URU MAMMER! 


ELEMENTAL FORCES FLOW. ENERGY BEGINS 
70 CRACALE ABOUT GALACTUS. /l 


FROM DEEP WITHIN THE SACREP MALLET, THE ) 


SOME FROM THE VERY CORE OF THE 
STAR-BEING HIMSELE À PROCESS 
MUCH AKIN TOMEALINO BEGINS... 


THE ROUSING 
TITAN HATH SEIZED 
UPON THE FORCES 

OF MY VERY LIFE, AND 
DOTH DRAIN THEM 
THROUGH MIOLN/R! 


CHOSTLY LIGHTS FLICKER 
ACROSS HIM, SOME FROM THE 
MECHANISM... p — 


/ 


” 


GALACTUS É 


BUT BEFORE EVEN THOR HINSELE MAS FULLY 
REAL/ZED HIS PREDICAMENT, THE STAR-SPANGLEP 
VETERAN OF À THOUSAND BATTLES HAS MOVED 


INSTINCTIVELY. TE 
To ala 


PON'T 

WORRY, ASGARDIAN. STARK 

INTERNATIONAL!S OVER- 

GROWN TINKERTOY'S À) 
ARE TOUGH... HÃp 


7 CAPTAIN AMERICA ! 
THOU HAST SURELY 
SAVED ME? 


HOLY CATS/ THE WHOLE 

BLAMED THING'S EX- 

PLODED/ MEBBE T CAN 

HAUL GALACTUS 

OUTTA THERE 
BEFORE... 


NO, BEN, WAIT! ALL 
OF YOU STAND BACK! 


BEYOND HUMAN 
COMPREHENSION ! 


BUT--GALAC- 
7US IS 


You HAD 


DAY COME. 


WHY HAVE 
YOU SAVED 


WE HAD NO CHOICE, 

GALACTUS. WE COULD 

NO MORE STAND BY AND 

ALLOW YOU TO DIE THAN 

WE COULD TURN OUR 

BACKS ON ANY CREATURE 
IN NEED 


MOMENTS LATER, WITH BEN GRIMM AT THE CONTROLS OF THE 
EORROWED AVENGERS ' QUINTET, THE THREE MALE MEMBERS OF 
THE FE HEAD ACROSS MANHATTAN... 


SUE, ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT, MY 
DARLING Z 


Y-VES,T'M... 
OH, MY DEAR 
HEAVEN... 


IT'S GALACTUS! | NO SUE! NO! IT'S ALL 
HE'S PURSUED YOU | RIGHT, MY LOVE. GACAC- 
HERE/ OH REED, | 74$ IS HERE SO WE CAN 
NO! WE CAN'T MELO HIM. 

FIGHT HIM AGAIN! 

I CAN'T BEAR... 


I'M GOING To 
USE OUR CELESTIAL 
SCANNING COMPUTERS TO 
LOCATE A WORLD THAT 
WILL SUIT HIS NEED, 


THERE” BY CORRELATING EVERY 

SCRAP OF INFORMATION ON THE 

PLANETS OUR SCANNERS HAVE 

RECORDED, T HAVE DISCOVERED No 

LESS THAN S/X POSSIBLE 
WORLDS, 


ALL VIBRANT 
WITH THE UNIQUE 
ENERGY THAT 
SUPPORTS LIFE, BUT 
WITHOUT ANY 
ACTUAL HABITATION. 
PERFECT FOR YOU. 


T READ WITHIN YOUR MIND 
THE SPATIAL CO-ORDINATES OF 
THOSE WORLDS. THEY ARE TOO 
FAR FOR ME TO JOURNEY IN MY 
PRESENT STATE, SHOULD THEY 
PROVE UNSUITABLE. 


Ss THE DILEMMA REMAINS 
UNRESOLVED T MUST 
CONSUME THE 


I WOULD OBSERVE THIS OPERATION, 
REED RICHARDS, BUT EVEN THUS / MESS TERRAX MADE OF 
LIMINISHED TZ MAY NOT PASS / OUR HQ-- WELL, WHO'S 


WITHIN YOUR HUMAN - PROPOR- GONNA NOTICE A LITTLE 
TIONED STRUCTURE. P MORE £ 
j PA rá W) Ro) À / 


NO PROBLEM. WITH THE 


MUSCLES ON EARTH, THE THING 
TEARS BACK THE REINFORCED 


AS D| FLOOR AS EASILY AS A MAN 


/— MIGHT PEEL BACK THE LID OF À 
Lo aa SARPINE CAN. 


“JUST A FEW MORE 
MINUTES, GALACTUS 


Aa AND WE'LL KNow... 


fá 
PU 1] ABRIR [77 (17 77 


I CANNOT 
ACCEPT THAT, 
GALACTES. 


MUST BE A 
THIRD ALTER- 
NATIVE! 


ENERGIE 


11,OR YOU 
MUST SLAY 
ME, AND END 
MY HUNGER 
FOREVER. 


THERE 4$' A THIRD i HEY, CIMON, BABE. T DON'T ADON!T BE SO CONDESCEN- 
ALTERNATIVE, Il: KNOW WHAT YOU THINK 
GALACTUS. AND : YOU'RE UP TO, BUT IF REED 
I CAN GIVE IT h CAN'T COME UP WITH THE /ONLY T CAN GIVE -- OR 
ANSWER, THERE!S NO WOULD MANT TO. 
WAY YOU CAN. 


IIVE BEEN STUDYING THE FAN- SENEN 
TASTIC FOUR'S RECORDS. T KNOW (UA 
ALL ABOUT YOU, GALACTUS. / 7 
AND T KNOW HOW MORRIN Ai 
RALP ALLOWED YOU TO TRANS- 

FORM HIM INTO YOUR FIRST 

HERALD, THE SILVER SURFER, 

So YOU WOULD SPARE HIS 

HOME WORLD OF ZENN-LA. 


not 


/ 
VE 


T— N 
CESSA 


2 


I MAKE YOU THE 
SAME OFFER, SPARE 
THE EARTH, GALACTUS , 
AND TAKE ME AS YOUR 
NEW HERALD, 


À 


FRANKIE, NO! ARE You I DON'T THINK YOU TRULY DO, THERE WOULD INEVITABLY 
OUT OF YOUR MINDZ DO FRANKIE. A$ THE HERALD OF COME A TIME WHEN YOU 
YOU HAVE ANY IDEA GCALACTUS IT WOULD BE YOUR | WOULD HAVE TO LEAD HIM 


WHAT YOU'RE SAVING? 
HI$ CONSTANT HUNGER. AND T 
FEAR THERE ARE FEW PLANETS 
WITH LIFE- SUSTAININGS 
ENERGY, BUT NO LIFE 
ITSELF, 


7 SOZ AFEW LESS 
BUG-EYED MONSTERS 2 
STAY OUT WHAT'S THAT COMPARED 
OF THIS, JOHNNY. TO MY BEING ABLE TO 


I KNOW EXACTLY GO... our RE? 
WHAT I'M DOING. Eli 


HER MOTIVATION IS NO! FRANKIE IS VERY, IFT CHOOSE HER AS MY HERALD 
YOU WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO 
, PREVENT ME, REED RICHARDS. BUT 
EVEN WERE SHE NOT, THE POINT IS MOOT. T HAVE NOT 
CHOSEN A HERALD MY RESPONSIBILITY TO THE ENERGY TO SUITABLY 
WHO CAME TO ME HER WOULD NOT ALLOW EMPOWER HER. 
bo EaA Sie ME TO AGREE TO THIS. 
OSE. 


SUCH PURITY 


I DON'T NEED 


( VEMPOWERING"; 
GCALACTUS. 
SO DID TI CHOOSE BUT THIS N 


I FORBID AN ) 
IT TOTALLY, ES ç) 
GALACTUS. Í é 


TERRAX, A MAN OF FEMALE HAS 
CORRUPTED MORALS REASONS OF 


I HAVE POWER / THEN T ACCEPT YOUR 
ENOUGH ALREADY! OFFER, FRANKIE RAYE. 
you S&ace BE MY 
HERALD... 


BUT FIRST 
MUST T ADAPT 
YOU FOR THE 

ROLE YOU HAVE 

CHOSEN... 


THEN, AS THE INPESCRIBABLE ENERGIES 


BEGIN TO FLOW BETWEEN THE GIRL AND 
THE STAR-GOL... 


FRANKIE/ 
NO! PON'T DO 
THIS TO US“ 


TILL THROW OUT AN 


WILL BLOCK THE 

POWER OF 

GALACTUS, 
BUT... 


YEOW/ LOOKIT HIM! HE!S 
ALL LIT UP LIKE SOME- 
THIN! OUTOF A CE. 
DEMILLE MOVIE “ THERE'S 
GOTTA BE SOMETHING 
WE CAN DO, REED. 


MEENSES 


eo 
É) 


Nº 
A 


À, 


í 


JOHNNY, KEEP 
BACK/ THOSE 
FORCES MAY BE 
HARMFUL TO ANY- 
ONE NOT DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED. 


HEAR ME, MORTAL 


THE WOMAN THAT YOU 
WERE |$ NO MORE. THE 
MUNDANE ASPECTS OF 
YOUR EXISTENCE ARE 
INCONSEQUENTIAL. 


“THE CHOICE WAS NEVER 
ELONGS 


WITH US. IT B 


THE CREATURE WHO 
SOLELY TO FRANKIE... 


ONCE CALLED HER- 
SELF FRANKIE RAYE 
I$ REBORN... 


WOMAN / FEEL THE 
TOUCH OF GALAC - 
mm | 74/5 IN YOUR MIND 
RW ES | DO NOT FLEE FROM 
E | MY PRESENCE, 


ONLY GALACTUS CAN 
GUIDE YOU SAFELY 
THROUGH THE CORRI- 
DORS OF MADNESS AS 
YOUR HUMANITY SLIPS 
AWAY-- SLIPS AWAY TO 
BE REPLACED BY SOME- 
THING GREATER? 


€ 


as E : 
AND SHE HAS 
MADE 1T. “ 


F-FRANKIE Z OH, 
BABE/ WHAT 


YOU'RE WRONG, 
REED. TIM STILL 
FRANKIE RAYE. BUT 
A NEWER, BETTER 
FRANKIE RAYE... 


MY UNIFORM 
PROTECTED ME 
FROM THE WORST 
OF IT SUE. T'LL 
BE FINE... 


SHE FLIES ON, HEEDLESS OF 
MS PLA Sds, CRY, MICHER 


ly UNIMPORTANT, 


AND IF SHE 18 EVEN AWARE OF | | THEN, WITH A FINAL AWE-ARE |Wuce THE muman Ra 2 


JOHNNY STORM'S ANGUISHED SOME BURST OF SPEED e TORCH, HAVINE FLOWN|UPa 
PURSUIT SHE MAKES NO SIGN OR| | SHE TRANSCENDS THE E |4/GHER THAN THE E” 
GESTURE TO SHOW IT. BOUNDS OF HER k THICK BLANKET OF 


MORTAL LIFE... RE | 4/K HE NEE/S TO 
as ES gra j ESTE HIS FLAME, 


... 


LOSING POWER... 
LOSING CONSCIOUS- 
NESS... GOTTA 
HOLD ON... GOTTA 
KEEP AFLAME... 


à AND FRANKIE 
, RAYE 2 


/F THERE TRULY STILL EXISTE | WO . / THIS 1$ NO LONGER A 
A BEING BY THAT NAME SHE OUROS. ? FRAIL CREATURE OF 
/S A SMALL AND TRIVIAL PART ' ; THE OWINDLINEG EARTH... 


OF THE GOLDEN COMET. ; - SRT 
À WHICH NOW STREAKS AWAY : Pira ; 2 ... HER HOME |£ NOW 
FROM OUR SOLAR SYSTEM. do seda ; | THE UNIVERSE 


BACK ON EARTH... 


WELL, GALACTUS, YOU 
HAVE YOUR HERALD. T 
DON'T THINK WE WILL 
EVER KNOW IF THIS WAS 
THE RIGHT THING TO DO, 
OR IF WE SHOULD HAVE 
TRIED SOMETHING, AN Y- 
THING, TO STOP YOU 
FROM TAKING HER. 


YET, PERHAPS THERE |S ANOTHER 
REASON IT STAY MY HAND. A 
DEEPER, TRUER REASON. 


É 
GIN 
a 


| atri, 


PERHAPS IT IS 

BECAUSE YOU RISKED 

ALL TO SAVE ME, 

WHEN |[T NWOULD 

HAVE BEEN EASY TO 
DO OTHERWISE. 


I DID NOT “TAKE HER”, REED 

RICHARDS. SHE CHOSE A PATH 
SHE HAS LONG HUNGERED TO 
TRED. T TOUCHED HER MINZ 

T KNOW THIS TO BE TRUE. 


PERHAPS GACACTUS HAS 
LEARNED AN IMPORTANT TRUTH 
THIS DAY. EARTH SHALL NEVER 
MORE NEED FEAR ME.. 


FOR PERHAPS HERE, 
ON THIS TINY WHIRLING 
MOTE ALONE IN ALL THE 
COSMOS HAS GALACTUS 
TRULY FOUND THOSE HE 
MIGHT DARE NAME... 
FRIENDS. 


THE CARRIER NIMBUS BILLOWS 
AROUNP HIS GIANT FORM, AND 
CALACTUS /S Gone. 


MY VOW, MY PACT WITH 
HER. THE WOMAN |S MY 
HERALD AND $0 SHALL 
EARTH REMAIN INVIOLATE, 


IT'S OVER! GALACTUS WILL 
NOT TROUELE US AGAIN 
PERHAPS HIS HUMANITY IS NOT 
S0 LOST AS HE MIGHT THINK, 
IF HE CAN STILL BE TOUCHED 
By SIMPLE HUMAN COMPASSION. 


I THINK I'M 
IMPRESSED, 


IM 


À 


AND THAT QUESTION REMAINED 
UNANSWERED, UNTIL YOUR CALL, 
JUST HALF AN HOUR AGo. 


STEP THE OBVIOUS, 
SIS. YOU KNOW WHAT T 
MEAN, EVERY WOMAN 
TIVE EVER LOVED HAS 
BEEN TAKEN FROM ME, 
SOMEHOW. 


GROUP. WE'RE A FAMILY. 
AND vOU!D BE PART OF 
THAT FAMILY EVEN IF 
YOU WEREN!'T MY BROTHER. 


aa 
dl” , 


Z( 
8 
q 


I DUNNO. 
MAYBE IT'S ME. 


HERO. THANKS FOR THE 
TEA, JULIE. THANKS 
FOR... FOR... 


IF YOU EVER, WELL, 
NEED A SHOULDER To 
CRY ON -- YOU KNOW 

THE NUMBER, 


YEAH, YEAH, 
I KNOW. THANKS, 


JOHNNY, COME BACK WITH 
US, YOU!VE SUFFERED A 
TERRIBLE LOSS, YOU 
SHOULDN'T BE ALONE. 


WHY NOTZ T MEAN,I 
MIGHT AS WELL GET. 
USED TO IT, RIGHT Z TIM 
GONNA BE ALONE FOR 
THE REST OF MY LIFE, 
AREN'T TZ 


7) 
Md ij; 


LÃ 


I DON'T THINK THIS |S 
THE TIME OR PLACE TO 
WORRY ABOUT THAT, 
JOHNNY. YOU'RE TIRED 
AND DISTRESSED. 


COME HOME, JOHNNY. 
COME BACK TO WHERE 
YOU ARE LOVED. 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 


THEY GO, AND SILENCE ROLLS ACROSS THIS SMALL, 
MID-MANHATTAN APARTMENT. JULIETTE DANGELO 
SAGS ONTO THE COUCH, REED RICHARDS! WORDS 
FLOWING OVER HER AGAIN AND AGAIN. 


Prolog Dne: 


FLOWERS BLOOM. 

BIRDS GIVE THROAT 

TO pio SECRET 
cs. 


GALACTUS /S GONE, BUT THE 
PAMAGE DONE BY HIS HERALD (IS 
ONLY PARTIALLY UNDONE. 


“7YONAL TO DO YOUR 
Rd ar MIGHT 


SPRING HAS COME TO MANHATTAN, 
BRINGINE A TASTE NOT ACTUALLY 
SWEET, BUT AT LEAST LESS BITTER, 
TO THE AIR OVER THE EIS APPLE. 


I DON'T THINK T'VE SAID A 
PROPER THANKS FOR THE LOW 


PRICE YOU QUOTED ON THIS JOB. 


TERRAX DESTROYED CLOSE TO A 
BILLION DOLLARS IN EQUIPMENT, 
AND TIM AFRAID MOST OF THE 
PEOPLE WE CONTACTED WERE 
ONLY TOO WILLING TO CHARGE 
E THAT MUCH TO REPLACE 


MY PIECE OF THE 


THINK OF THIS AS 


BILL. NOW ABOUT 
THESE BLUEPRINTS,., 


/ 


| o 


ANP ATOP THE BAXTER BUILDING, 
BD A FLURRY OF URGENT ACTIVITY 

HAS BEEN AT FULL SPEED FOR 
1/] SEVERAL MONTHS, px 


WS Was 
| A VT 


BUT, BEFORE TONY STARK CAN 
CONTINUE... 
RICHARDS / 


THIS TIME YOU!VE 
GONE TOO FAR! 


GOOD 
MORNING, 
COLLINS. 


THAT'S MISTER COLLINS TO YOU! AND 
DON'T YOU “GOOD MORNING “ME! I COME 
BACK FROM THREE MONTHS IN EUROPE, 
AND WHAT DO T FINDZ YOU LUNATICS HAVE 
DESTROYED MY BUILDING! WELL, TIM 
NOT GOING TO STAND FOR THIS ANY 
MORE, |$ THAT CLEAR Z 


HEY, WHERE DO You 
THINK YOU'RE GOING 2 
DON'T YOU WALK AWAY 
FROM ME/ LIM NOT 


FINISHED WITH YOU, 
VET! 


I THINK 
THIS HAS GONE 
ON QUITE LONG 

ENOUGH. 


I THINK THIS CHECK 
SHOULD TAKE CARE 
OF THIS MATTER... 
CAT. WHAT DID YOU 
DO £ 


AND WE WON!T 
BE HEARING 
FROM YOU AGAIN, 
WILL WE 2 


REED, TIVE COMPLETED 

THE CHECKS OF THE 

REST OF THE... OH; 

GOOD MORNING, MR. 

COLLINS... MISTER 
COLLINS Z 


I WANT You PEOPLE OUT, DO 
YOU UNDERSTANDZ OUT / OUT! 
OUT! I WON'T HAVE YOU 
DESTRONYING MY PROPERTY 
VALUES -- ER... AND ENDANGER- 
ING MY OTHER TENANTS. YOU'VE 
GOT TWENTY-FOUR HOURS To 
CLEAR OUT / OUT” 


OUR HEADQUARTERS TO 
COLLINS. 4 


I JUST BOUSHT 
THE WHOLE BAXTER 
BUILDING / 


EL 


XWAY BACK IN ISSUE É9!-- TIMCI NEVER FORGET) SALICRUP. 


WELL, HE SEEMS 
INORPINATELY PLEASED 
WITH HIMSELF. DID T 
MISS SOMETHING 2 


HELLO, THIS IS AMBASSADOR El 


LEOPOLD. WHAT'S THAT Z YOU 
SAY YOU ARE HOLDING OUR 
FORMER MONARCH, AND 
WANT TO KNOW WHAT W 
WISH You To Do Z 


VERY WELL THEN, PROFESSOR 
RICHARDS. YES, YES, INDEED 


THURSPAY WOULD BE FINE, T'LL 


NOTIFY THE SECURITY STAFF. 


AH... TI MUST GO 
NOW. GOOD- BYE. 


YES, TIVE EXAMINED THE REST OFOUR] | T'VE PUT IN SEVERAL CALLS 
HG AND EVERYTHING IS INTACT. I TO THE LATVERIAN EMBASSY, 
POUBLE CHECKED THE CRYOGENICS BUT SO FAR NONE OF THEM 
LAB WHERE WEI'RE HAVE BEEN RETURNED. TILL 
HOLDING ZOCTOR DOOM? T'P | | TRY AGAIN... 
200M. ALMOST HELLOZ vES, 
FORGOTTEN. THIS IS REED 
RICHARDS, MAY 
I SPEAK WITH 
das E AMBAS 


ADOR, 
W PLEASEZ 


YES, THAT'S CORRECT. HM? YOU WANT 
VON DOOM BROUGHT TO THE EMBASSY £ 
YES, IT NWOULD BE QUITE SAFE. YES. 
YES, HEIS LOCKED INTO A SUSPENDED 
ANIMATION FIELD.* NO, IT WAS AN 
ACCIDENT-- HIS OWN. 


pos E ) IN 
EE a | (= 
XSINCE FF HZ36.-- SALICRUP À B 


YES, LEOPOLD, YOU! HAVE 
EARNED ANOTHER 
DAY OF LIFE. 


ti 


LET THE FOoOLS 
BRING THE BoDy 
HERE. 


ss 


| 
(AS 
| 


VN 


NOW, UNCLE 

BEN HAS AGREED TO 
BABYSIT TONIGHT IN 
HIS QUARTERS, 
FRANKLIN, BUT T 
DON'T WANT YOU 


TO TAKE ADVANTAGE. MÁ ks 


IN BED BY EIGHT, 
ALL RIGHT 2 


TWO DAYS LATER, ON THE RES!- 
PENTIAL LEVEL OF THE FF'S 
HRAIN THE BEDROOM OF 
FRANKLIN RICHARDS... 


OKAY, MOMMY. BUT 
WHEN DO TI GET TO 
WATCH THE TV SHow 
YON'RE ON TONIGHT Z 
N ARE YOU GONNA BE 
A BIG STAR? 


HA HA“! NOT QUITE, SWEETIE/ IM JUST 

GOING TO BE INTERVIEWED BY BARBARA 

WALKER. IT WON'T BE SHOWN UNTIL 
SUMMER SOMETIME... 


GOOD EVENING 

BEN. HAVING ANY 

LUCK WITH YOUR 
NEW TOY £ 


çs 


NX 
U 
iz 
ES 


Ê 
y 


| 


No, SUE, T : 
AIN'T GETTIN! 
NOWHERE WITH 
THE BLAMEP 
THING... 


I THINK T KNOW NOW WHY 
THEM BLASTED YANCY 
STREETERS SENT IT TO 

ME FER MY BIRTHDAY/ 


ER-- SAY, SUE, WHEN T 
VOLUNTEERED TO GABY- 
SIT FRANKLIN, T DIDN!'T 
KNOW THIS FUYIN' FROG 
WOULD BE TAGGIN! 
ALONE “ 


REED BUILT THAT ROBOT IN 
PART TO MONITOR FRANKLIN!S 
MUTANT POWERS. IF ANYTHING 
DEVELOPS SUDDENLY, WE 

MUST KNOW ABOUT IT, 


REED SHOULD BE BACK 

FROM HIS LECTURE AT 

E.S.U. ABOUT NINE. 
GooD NIGHT, ALL / 


«e THE REMAINDER OF THE 
EVENINE [$ NOT DESTINED/ TO GO 
SO SMOOTHLY AS HE MIGHT 


/ AW, GEE, WALLY, 


CALZ DON'T MEAN 


NOTHIN!,.. 


CGI NIIIIHII TI] 
CLIPTA SITA 
NAM MNT... RIA 

II TI] 


ESTO, 


BUT AS A SLIGHTLY DISTRACTED 
BEN ERIMM RETIRES TO HIS ROOMS... 


AS 

() AEW par Es 
AS a PLA 
OSHO 


AD ni 
Ng 4 k 


e S 

CARE gov. T THINK 
HP” LIVE TRASHED 

W) suPER-BADDIES 


/ > FASTER'IN WORKIN' 
THIS CUBE! 


NUTS / I GIVE UP! YOU «ANP THE DIE (8 CAST. YOUNG 
A FRANKLIN RICHARDS STRUCGLES 
WiTH THE CUBE FOR ALMOST À 


BEFORE HIS CHILD'S MENTALITY SEE MEEP/ POWER 
AND MUTANT POWERS COMBINE... FLUCTUATION! 


= U) 
= ú 
É (D, 


MEEP! ALERT! ALERT! MUTANT MEEP/ SYSTEMS AT MEEL' MEEP! MEEL! VA 

POWER REGISTERING / SHARP MAXIMUM INPUT / DANCER! DANGER! 

INCREASE IN UTILIZATION CURVE! UNIT AT DANGEROUS WARNINE! WAR-- 
RECORDING LEVEL 


3 AM “A 
Vala 


Ses ' 
ES 


paz 8 CHÚDHDOD!S ENO = 


AUTHORITY 
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HELLO FROM NEW YORK CITY. 
I'M BARBARA WALKER AND 
THIS |5 “WOMAN TO 


TONIGHT WE CONTINUE OUR SERIES OF 
INTERVIEWS WITH THE FIVE MOST INFLU- 
ENTIAL WOMAN IN AMERICA, AND HERE 
WITH ME IN THE STUDIO IS SUSAN 


WELCOME, 
M$, STORM. 


STORM OF THE LANTASTIC FOUR. 


THAT'S MRS. RICHARDS, 
BARBARA. THANKS FOR 
INVITING ME, AND PLEASE, 


“MRS. RICHARDS" £ [TIS TRUE THEN, SUSAN, 

THAT YOU HAVE ACCEPTED A SUBSERVIENT 

ROLE TO THAT OF YOUR HUSBAND, d 
PROFESSOR REED RICHARDS 2 


AN INTERESTING CONCEPT. PERHAPS, BerorE we MH 


PRE$S ON, WE SHOULD EXAMINE YOUR ROLE AS 
ONE QUARTER OF THE FANTASTIC FOUR. 


7 INTHIS RARE PHOTO 
WE SEE THEM AS THEY 
WERE BEFORE GAINING 
THEIR AMAZING POWERS, 

GATHERED AT REED 
RICHARDS'S HEADQUARTERS, 


CALL ME SUE. 


OH, T'D HARDLY CALL IT SUBSERVIENT, BARBARA. 
I LOVE MY HUSBAND VERY MUCH, AND T KNOW 
IT MAKES HIM PROUP THAT T HAVE CHOSEN TO 
TAKE HIS NA es AS I AM PROUD TO 

EAR IT. 


THOSE DO NOT 

SOUND LIKE THE 

WORDS OF A MODERN, q 
LIBERATED WOMAN, SUSAN, 
NOR DOES YOUR TITLE, 
THE MW SVELE GIRL. 


7 REALLYZ T KNOW WHO 
IAM, 80 TM NOT A 
PRISONER OF WORDS 


- 
1/7, ORLABELS, 
Z HARDLY THINK IT NECESSARY TO 

DETAIL THE EVENTS WHICH LED To 


THE TRANSFORMATION OF THESE 
FOUR INDIVIDUALS. 


ALTHOUGH THEIR ATTEMPTED 
FLIGHT TO THE STARS WAS 
UNAUTHORIZED, AUTOMATIC 
CAMERAS RECORDED MUCH OF 
IT; AND IT HAS BEEN WIDELY 
DOCUMENTED ELSEWHERE. 


“AS WE SEE IN THESE STILL PICTURES CAPTURED By 


“THAT THEY EVEN SURVIVED SEEMS 


CULOUS WAS THE POWER EACH T 


GAINED,.. ão | 4 


AND YOU, SUSAN, GAINED THE UNINSPIRED 
NAME AND RATHER INEFFECTUAL POWERS OF 
THE INVISIBLE GIRL. DON'T YOU EVER FEEL 
SHORT-CHANGED, OR OVERSHADOWED £ 


NOT ESPECIALLY, FOR ONE THING, 
MY NAME IS OF MY OWN CHOOSING. 
AND AS FOR MY POWERS BEING 
INEFFECTUAL... 


“EX-PILOT BEN GRIMM BECAME 
À MIRACLE, BUT EVEN MORE MIRA- THE MONSTROUS, TRAGIC THING... 


“LOSING CONTROL OF THEIR SPACECRAFT, THEY 
PLUMMETED BACK TO EARTH, CRASH-LANDING IN A 
HEAVILY WOODED AREA NORTH OF ITHACA. g 


VWHILE SUSAN'S YOUNGER BROTHER, 
JOHNNY STORM FOUND HIMSELF TO 
E A HUMAN TORCH.? 


[AY q IB 


WELL, T CAN SLIDE A 
MOLECULE-THICK INVISIBLE 
FORCE FIELD UNDER YOUR 

CHAIR, AND BY SIMPLY 

EXPANDING IT TO À 

COLUMN... 


BUT, I DON'T REALLY 

HAVE TO SHOW OFF, 

DO TZ MY RECORD 
STANDS FOR ITSELF. 


YOUR RECORD 2? COME 
NOW, SUSAN. ANYONE WHO 


THE FANTASTIC FOUR 
WOULD QUICKLY REALIZE 
YOUR PRIMARY FUNCTION 
HAS BEEN To BE 
CAPTURED AND 
TERRORIZED BY 

YOUR FOES. 


AND AFTER REED AND T 

FINALLY TIED THE KNOT 

I STILL KEPT IN 

TOUCH WITH NAMOR, 

AS MUCH AS OUR 

VERY DIFFERENT 
LIFE-STYLES 
ALLOWED. 


I WON'T DENY T'VE BEEN A 


LIABILITY IN THE GROUP MORE 
STUDIES THE HISTORY OF | THAN ONCE, BARBARA. BUT T 
REMIND YOU THAT REED, BEN, 


AND JOHNNY MIGHT NEVER 

HAVE SURVIVED OUR FIRST 

ENCOUNTER WITH ZOCTOR 
POOM BUT FORME... 


AND, OF COURSE, T 
DID ONCE KNOCK OUT 
THE INCREDIBLE GE/LM, 


EIGHT. WHAT DO YOU MEAN, 
“LOOK OUT THE WINDOW 2“ 
WEIRE TAPING A SHOW HERE... 7 


I CAN SEE THIS LINE OF 
QUESTIONING IS A DEAD- 
END, ALL RIGHT, SUSAN, 
WHAT OF YOUR MUCH 
PUBLICIZED LOVE AFFAIR 
WITH THE SUPER - CHAUVI- 
NISTIC SUB-MARINER Z 
AN AFFAIR THAT PER- 
SISTED EVEN BEYOND 
YOUR MARRIAGE TO 
REED RICHARDS. 


“LOVE AFFAIR" IS HARDLY 
CORRECT. T WAS youNe 
AND EASILY AWED By 
PRINCE NAMOR, WHO IS 
AFTER ALL A MUCH MORE 
FLAMBOYANT INDIVIDUAL 
THAN MY HUSBAND-- BY 
REED'S OWN ADMISSION. 


HE HAS BECOME A DEAR FRIEND, TORMENTED 
By HIS OWN TRIALS AND HEARTEBREAK, WHEN 
REED AND T HAD OUR BRIEF FALLING-OUT —-— 
SOMETHING WHICH HAPPENS TO MANY MARRIED 
COUPLES -- NAMOR WAS THERE TO COMFORT. 
ME, AS A FRIEND. 


THAT'S THE MOST IMPORTANT THING TO 
REMEMBER, BARBARA. WE OF THE FAN- 
TASTIC FOUR DID NOT CHOOSE To BECOME 
“SUPER HEROES". WE ARE JUST ORDINARY 
PEOPLE WHO FATE SELECTED To BE MADE 
MORE THAN HUMAN. UNFORTUNATELY, OR 
PERHAPS FORTUNATELY, WE DID NOT LOSE 
OUR HUMAN FOIBLES WHEN WE GAINED 
OUR POWERS, AND BEING THE INVISIBLE 
GIRL HAS NOT DEPRIVED ME OF BEING À 
WIFE AND MOTHER, THE ROLE T LovE 


SOMETHING!S GOT THE 
SWEET THINGS IN 
RECEPTION ALL HoT 
AND BOTHERED 


MosT. 


Holy 
SHEEP DIP/ 


SOMETHING MUST BE WRONG | YOU MEAN--STOP TAPE ? 
AT THEIR HEADQUARTERS IN | REAL WRONG, PAL. TIP AS 
THE BAXTER BUILDING. WE /SOO0N DROP By THE KU kLUX 
BETTER LE INVISIBL KLAN'S ANNUAL BALL / 
IRL: 


JERRY'S RIGHT, ROB. 
You KNOW How Boss 

BARB LIKES THESE 
SHOWS TO LOOK LIVE. 
SHE'LL SKIN US IF WE 
A INTERRUPT NOW, 


T THAT'S THE 
MI cantAsTIC FouR'S 


CS EMERGENCY é 
(DS 
OBTECTIONS ARE SWIFTLY OVER-RULED, ANP ONE AND, AS THE TAPE FINALLY STOPS ROLLING... 


HOUR LATER... 


WELL, THAT'S OUR TIME FOR THIS SORRY YOU DIDN'T FEEL YOU COULD BE 
EVENINS, THANK YOU FOR BEING WITH] | COMPLETELY OPEN WITH US TONIGHT, 
US, SUSAN, AND EVERYONE PLEASE SUE. TI SUPPOSE IT'S ONLY TO BE 
JOIN US NEXT WEEK FROM WASHING-| | EXPECTED, KNOWINS YOUR 

TON WITH NANCY REAGAN. RESEANA WILL WATCH THE 
HOW. 


FOR “WOMAN 

TO WOMAN AM THINK WHAT YOU 

TIM BARBARA WANT, BARBARA. TIVE 

WALKER. GOOD GOT NOTHING TO FEEL 
NIGHT. GUILTY ABOUT. 


| hs hoo nm = | 


CENTER 


== 


nl 


| 


MMM! ZIM EXHAUSTED/ 
BEING INTERVIEWED IS 
POSSIBLY WORSE THAN 
FIGHTING SUPER-VILLAINS / 
INEED MY COZY HOME, AND, 
A NICE HOT BATH, PRONTO: 


AN EIGHT MINUTE 
CAB RIDE LATER... 


9 


CAN REED HAVE POWERED- | HEART POUNDING , SUSAN RICHARDS 
DOWN FOR SOME REASON 2 —. MOVES QUICKLY TO THE FANTASTIC 
I DON'T BELIEVE THAT. / FOUR'S PRIVATE ELEVATOR... 
THERE'S S0 MUCH EquiP- 9 

MENT THAT REQUIRES A I DON'T LIKE THIS ONE BIT. 
CONSTANT ENERGY! Md) THE ELEVATOR ISN'T 


or | RESPONDING TO MY BELT- 4 
CÁ / | | BUCKLE-SOLENOID 
' ! 


| CALL - BEAM. 
Do. 

/ 

, 


E 
a 


THAT'$ OPD, THE C 
Bd” LisHrs ars ALL OUT] | T HATE TO quore 
JÁ IN OUR TOWER < | MOVIE CLICHÊS, BUT T 


q. ESça HEADQUARTERS HAVE A BAD FEELING 
STA A  comerex. ABOUT THIS... 


SOMETHING!S q I'VE GOT 
WRONG. O TO GET UP 


X | 
| 4 THERE / 
Ni f 
R es NO | 


INE BEEN LISING MY INVISIBLE 
FORCE-FIELD AS A MEANS OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR SEVERAL 
WEEKS NOW, BUT I'VE NEVER 
ATTEMPTED A COLUMN AS TALL 
AS THIS WILL HAVE TO BE. T 
HOPE T CAN MAINTAIN MY 
BALANCE... 


ECTITRROT 
a 
NOW Z AM VORRIED REED MM 
REALIZED WEID BE ESPECIALLY 


VULNERABLE TO ATTACK 
SHARPEST EYES MIGHT WHILE REPLACINS OUR 


THINK THE INVISIBLE = TOP TWO FLOORS. * 
GIRL HAD LEARNED 
TO ElY... 


UT LEO 


HE BUILT ENOUGH ; 

AUXILIARY ALARM$ INTO 

THE CONSTRUCTION AREA 

TO WAKE UP ALL NEW 

YORK... YET MY PRESENCE 

ISN'T TRIGGERING ANY 
OF THEM / 


HDESTROYED BY TERRAX, HERALD OF 
GALACTUS, IN FE ÉZIZ. -- TIM. 


IT'S 60... SO STILL. | Vu 
AND TIM NOT USED (ASR ! CAS 
TO MOVING AROUND tá À 


DOWN INTO THE SILENT BAXTER BUILDING CREEPS THEN, AS HER EYES ADTUST | 
QUARTET. NE | |7O THE STYGIAN GLOOM... | 


E E) » 
RW 


— 
a 


HE'$ ALIVE. THANK GOODNESS! HIS WHAT COULD HAVE KNOCKED THEM 
BEAT AND RESPIRATION SEEM OUT 2 ESPECIALLY BEN. HEIS NO 
COMPLETELY NORMAL. BUT--IT'IS AS WEAKER N N HE = 7H 
N 'S LAST ATTEMPT TO THEM, TURNING HER INVISIBLE... 


IF HIS MIND HAS SHuT DOWN ? 
/ 3] 
|] 
| | 


a MNE II) Il 
REM E a 
dy 


< E Tri 
Il E AM 
Up 


À a qm 
MME sv 
as é 5 


q 
H 


y; | 
S il 
Sail 


AREN do E SAM 
pi MM, condirion ? 


| é E 
Ny AND THeREIS , À 

BM THE THING IN 1 À E vis FLICKERING 

TH CEPTION LIGHT AND HEAT. 

OUNGE... ITIS JOHNNY... 


WHY DO YOU PERSIST IN PROLONGING 
YOUR AGONY 2 T SENSE YOU HAVE 
THE ANSWER T SEEK, DO NOT FORCE 


ME TO EMPTY YOUR MIND AS T 
DID THE OTHERS. 


w + 4 
ta 


lo qu SS 


A 


E 


1) H ; 


| [ 74E STRANGERIS MELLIFLUOUS VOICE 

CASCADES ACROSS SUSAN RICHARPS, A 

| A HEAVENLY CHOIR EMBODIED IN ONE MAN. EG 
— 


mm A 


| 


NI 


ME SENSES AN 
HEART TO HER THROAT. 


I--CHOKE--DON'T HAVE 
YOUR --ANSWER/ T 
DON'T EVEN KNOW 
THE QUESTION / 


IDO NOT WiISHTO DOTHIS. I FEEL A... WHAT ARE YOU... 
KINSHIP FOR YOU WHICH |$ BEYOND My N-NO ! NNOOOOO / 
UNDERSTANDING. BUT T MUST HAVE 


MY ANSWER, IT MUST! 


NOTHING! NOTHING! 
THE ANSWER T SEEK 


IS HIDDEN 


JOHNNY STORM'S VOICE RISES TO À 

CRACKED SCREAM AS HE FEELS HIS 

MIND BEING STRIPPED AWAY, LIKE 
THE LAYERS OF AN ON/ON,. 


MODENS | 


| TEIFE 


HIS LIPS, AN AWFUL ANGUISHED 

CRY THAT STABS THROUGH THE 

INVISIBLE GIRL LIKE A HOT 
OKER. 


y 


= FOR SEVERAL SECONDS AFTER 


TOSSINE ASIDE THE LIMP HUMAN 
TORCH HE STANDS IN SILENCE ” 


STARTLINGLY, THE STRANG Il 
HAD SPOKEN ALOUD... | 
| | 


You! IT | YOU! THE || 
BER! 


HE... HE SOUNDS 
ALMOST LIKE ACHILO 
HAVING A TANTRUM “ 
WHO... WHO IS HE 2 


STOP! YOU MUST || N | | I DON'T THINK S0/ THIS IS ; | B' 
ISP N NO TIME FOR PLAYING | 
É E TWENTY QUESTIONS! | 5. Ê 
3 | =) á doa EU o, e qe 
| ( 


Á 


ny AGA NET SOMEONE 
ã 1 | OMEO 
| - fam FR] WHO COULD So EASILY 
| 7 RS a 
Sl Á y t ! isa iná di 
“TIM GOING TO NEED SOME HIGH-CALIBER HELP!” HE DISSOLVED AWAY THAT AGR 
= WALL WITH A GESTURE“ 288] 
WAIT! DO NOT FLEE! q A WALL BUILT TO WiITH- CAPAS 
YOU CANNOT ESCAPE! STAND EVEN JOHNNY'!S 
You musT ANSWER 7 q NOVA-BLAST! 
: , | rar RS LÍTRMS, x 
, ; [Wai y 
“PRI | » 
| RE 8 f h 1) PE? ] 


| 


(Emi Il El 


IT WORKED/ 


YOU CANNOT ESCAPE! AN 
WHY Do You PERSIST (3a 
IN RUNNING Z 


WHAT'S THIS? THE AIR 
ITSELF GROWS FIRM 
AS STONE... 


et 


THIS IS THE 
WOMAN'S DOING, 
SHE SEEKS TO 
STOP ME WITH 
HER POWER, 


HIS FINGERTIPS 
BARELY BRUSH 
THE SURFACE OF 
THE FIELD... 


THE TALL MAN SUDDENLY 
ST/FFENS. ENERGY 
GLOWS ABOUT HIS 
FORM... 


W 


AND THE CLOTH. 
Beit lee WATER N 
-—oO: (N 


BUT A DAGGER OF INDESCRIGABLE 
PAIN BURNS INTO SUE'S SKULL... 


! 
y 


F-FEEDBACK / HE'S 
TURNING MY ENERGY 
FLOW BACK ON ME / T MUST 
DROP THE FORCE-FIELD... 


ENOUGH OF THIS FOOLISHNESS ! | HE KEEPS HARPING / | AND--YES, THERE'S 
YOU TRY MY PATIENCE/ GIVE ON THE ANSWER, SOMETHING FAMILIAR 
ME MY ANSWER NOW / BUT HE NEVER MEN- | | ABOUT HIM. HIS 
Eae VOICE... 


oe TIONS WHAT THE 
U U! K. QUESTION IS / 
MI”: 


tm | 
i Er 


A GESTURE, 
AND AN INVISIBLE 
HAILSTORW PELTS 
THE TALL MAN. 


THEN, AS SHE RACES THROUGH, 
THE RESIDENTIAL LEVEL... 


gEN'S APARTMENT! ANSA 

TA | it Looks as Ir ENS 
1 IT... EXPLODED / y h 
e | 


T'VE GOT TO GET 
> MY BREATH, TIME ad 
TO THINK, TO PLAN £, BUT BEN WAS BABY- 
ADECISIVE MOVE. SITTING FRANKLIN 
WHILE T WAS BEING 
INTERVIEWED. 


17 AS VE A COLD STEEL SPIKE PIERCES HER HENRTAS SUES j mt 44 | IT'S EXPLODEOD! 
FRANTIC THOUGHTS TURN FOR THE FIRST TIME TO ROBOT (À | 4 O AND THERE!S 
$ NO SIGN OF 
FRANKLIN / 


ALMOST WITHOUT CONSCIOUS THOUGHT SUCCESS IS SHORT LIVED... | SO 


A INVISIBLE GIRL'S POWER REACHES 
OUT... 


a = 


LUCKY GIRL! 
T EXPECT 


MEANWHILE , BACK AT Z THINK WE CAN CUT T'M HARDLY LIKELY TO BE 
TELEVISION CITY... ENTIRELY THIS SEQUENCE WATCHING THE COMPETITION, 
; WHEN SHE SAYS... SMITTY. = HAD BETTER 


SIX MINUTES LATER... À 


E A 


=? 
Vice 


OUT BETTER JF I'D PLANNED 


AND, IN THE CAE... | THIS COULDN'T HAVE WORKED 


VE SS as ET 
A TELEVISION NEWS MOBILE- 


LOOKS LIKE THE CoPS 
AREN'T LETTING ANY- 


ONE THROUGH THEIR 
ORDON, 


7. NOW WEILL HAVE FOOTAGE 
“E OF MISS SMART-MOUTH 


E 
fo) É 
(s Ã 


I KNOW VERY WELL WHO YOU 

ARE, MS. WALKER, THAT DOES 

NOT CHANGE THINGS IN THE 

SLIGHTEST. I'M NOT GOING To 

ALLOW ANYONE WITHIN FOUR 

BLOCKS OF THE BAXTER 
BUILDING WHILE THAT'S omIGOSH / 
GOING ON “ LOOK UP 


THERE 


NOW, YOU LISTEN TO ME/ 

UNLESS YOU WANT TO BE 

POUNDING A BEAT THIS 
TIME TOMORROW... 


/T RIPS FROM THE SIDE 

OF THE TOWER STRUCTURE, 
A SUDDEN ERIGHT BLOSSOM 
OF PURE DESTRUCTION... 


CENA E 


NJ MEMNTO THE COOL SPRING 
Alo 
- Cd 
A HUGE 


/ 
A (Z 


lo 


lj | | 


= 


SUCH A 
LARGE FIEL 
Mm WILL NOT 

BE VERY 4 

SOLID... 


IFI CAN “A 
JUST HOLD IT 
TOGETHER ON 


IMPACT... 1 


AND RIDING THE SHOCKWAVE (8 À FRAGILE FIGURE 


SEALED WITHIN AN 
INVISIBLE FORCE -FIELD 


BUT, BEFORE THE INWSIBLE GIRL HAS EVEN A HEART - BARBARA, I DON!T HAVE TIME DON'T YOU ORDER 
BEAT TO COLLECT HERSELF... TO EXPLAIN ALL THIS, YOU ME... 

ALL RIGHT, SUSAN! WE | | ARE IN GREAT DANGER. ALL 
OH, NO... BARBARA WALKER //ALL SAW YOU RUNNING OF YOU, YOU HAVE TO 


GET AWAY. 


2 "1h 
22877 
SHE HALTS FROZEN 
IN MID-THOUCHT AS A 


PRA SUDDEN NUNENESS 
7 b SE/ZES THEM ALL... 


LET THEM ALL AD LIKE A DISTORTED IMAGE OF AN 
BE STILL! À , AVENGINE ANGEL THE GOLDEN- 
HAIRED STRANGER PRIETS 
SLOWLY TO THE STREET... 


YET-- TO SEE TWO WOMEN LIKE THIS, 

SIDE BY SIPE. SOMETHING WITHIN ME 

STIR$. FEELINGS T CANNOT COMPRE- 

HEND. FOR THE DARK HAIRED ONE T 
FEEL STRANGE EMOTIONS... 


AND FOR THE OTHER... 
EMOTIONS SIMILAR, YET 
SUBTLY DIFFERENT. DIFFER- 

ENTIN A WAY T CANNOT 

UNDERSTAND... 


THERE IS S0 
MUCH Z DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND / 


THE ONE WHO 
RESISTED ME 
STANDS WITH 
ANOTHER FEMALE, 


I SHALL HAVE SOMEWHERE WITHIN 
MY ANSWER NOW,OR] | ALL THESE GATHERED 
LET ALL THE WORLD | | PEOPLE T MUST SURELY 

FEEL MY WRATH / FIND My ANSWER. 


WHAT... WHAT'S HE 
TALKING ABOUT Z AND...) 
THE FAMILIARITY OF 
HIM... HIS PHRASING... 


YOU MUST TELL ME WHAT 
T WANT TO KNOW. TELL 
ME WHY MY MIND IS $0 
BARREN, $0 EMPTY 
OF EXPERIENCE... 


I SENSE IT SHOULD 
NOT BE SO/ IT 


SHOULD BE FILLED 
WITH THOUGHT 
AND MEMORY, 


BUT I CAN'T/ 
I DON'T... DON'T... 


SUDDENLY SHE KNOWS WHY THE TALL MAN 
| MAS SEEMED SO HAUNTINSLY FAMILIAR. 
/ 
a 7a ZA po ar [| 
/ os 44) 


OH--OH, FRANKLIN! MH] HE STAGGERS BACK AS IF PHYSI- 
IT IS YOU! DEAR REM] CALLY ASSAULTED. MEMORY EX- 
HEA TIS vou! Im ZL02ES ACROSS THE EMPTINESS. 

dé TD MTHIN HIS SKULL, SWEEPINE HIM 

WAY, PROWNING Hj, Em 


FRANKLIN! YES! TAM 
FRANKLIN BENJAMIN 
RICHARDS ! BUT IAM 

INCOMPLETE ! T AM 

NOT WHOLE / 


DON'T BE AFRAID, 
FRANKLIN. TIM HERE. 
M-MOMMY'S HERE. 


RR 


MOMMY 2 MOMMYZ 


| [WHAT'S HAPPENED 12 


] e 
TO ME, MOMMY % a 


YAMI a 
EMPTY £ WHERE | | |mevorce ss suppency THAT 
IS MYLIFEZ |] || |024 rr gov, Losr. 


TRY TO REMEMBER, | IT'S SO VAGUE. SO À [“T REMEMBER UNCLE BEN “AND EVERYTHING CHANGED. 
; ndo uid a En e bacald I FELT MY MIND EXCANDINO 


FELTAY BoDY 
nã T MADE | is 1 WELL. sv” ai 
in im Ny ante esgve|] RS dd 
Hr gm ; ONE a) oa; 


E 


AND... ANP I DON'T REMEMBER || ] SUSAN SUPPRESSES A SHUDDER AS THE 
ANYTHING UNTIL T FOUND MYSELF | ADULT PHRASINE EMERGES IN À HALTING 


FIGHTING DADDY AND UNCLE q | TT MANNER. 


BEN AND UNCLE JOHNNY, Bl, ' 
| | pm tm) E | INTER 

E j jo EV): 23 ph; A aii K 
ais ME | ç Ne FAS 


YEAH, LOOK OUT 
SUZIE. NOW THAT 
WE GOT OUR HEADS 
/ GET BACK! NBACK ON WE 
GET AWAY BEFORE 
HE HARMS YOU / 


MISTER FANTASTIC GAZES INTO THE, 
E BLOND MAN'S EYES, AND SEES HIS Vha 
- OWN FACE AS [TT MIGHT HAVE 
LISTEN TO HIM! !! S E BEEN TWENTY YEARS BEFORE... a 


IT'S YOUR SON/ 
FRANKLIN Z OH, 


e “tri alho 
S vou 


AND, AFTER REED HEARS A QUICK SYNOPSIS OF EVENTS... WITHOUT A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE 


Eno TRANSFORMATION T SIMPLY CANNOT 
THIS IS ASTONISHING/ WE MUST - SAY, MY DARLING. BUT THE SIMPLE 
GET FRANKLIN INTO THE BAXTER | MINHO | Fact REMAINS THAT WE MUST FIND 
BUILDING. Z HAVE TO EXAMINE | SOME WAY OF RESTORING HIM TO 
HIM, THE RIGORS OF ACCELER- | JLNIO |iNFAncy... ALTHOUGH THAT MAY 

ATED AGING COULD BE XÚLLING TT CREATE OTHER PROBLEMS, 
MIM ENEN AS WE SPEAK, | 
WII 


| 


CERTAIN T 
HIM TO NORMAL ? UNDERSTAND ) 


WAY TO RESTORE 


I DO, T HAVE DADDY!S SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE. | MAN, THAT'S WEIRD! HE SOUNDS | PROBABLY NO WORSE 

MY POWERS SHOULD NOT HAVE BECOME FULLY | LIKE REED TRYING TO TALK LIKE A] THAN IN YOURS, HoT- 

FUNCTIONAL UNTIL TI WAS MATURE ENOUGH LITTLE KID, IT MUST BE LIKE SHOT... ALICIA / 

EMOTIONALLY TO DEAL WITH THEM, ARTIFI- ZOO 7IME INSIDE HIS HEAD! ; 

CIALLY GROWN UP T HAVE MY ADULT POWER, BEN! BEN, ARE 

BUT STILL A CHILD'S INTERPRETATION YOU ALL RIGHT ? 
AND REACTION. : I HEARD ON 


THE TV... 


] 
REVERT YOU TO A CHILD | j 
AGAIN, WE WILL SIMPLY BE | | 
PUTTING YOUR UNLEASHED HE 


POWER INTO AN UNDER- LH | A 

DEVELOPED BODY. SINCE ; a o 

THE ROBOT T BUILT To E CAR li ( TIM OKAY, 
MONITOR YOU EXPLODED g á TA PST) VA BABY. DON'T 
WHEN YOUR FULL POWER /=. a Í mM] WORRY... 
MANIFESTED [TSELE T | 


FEAR IT MIGHT CONSUME 
YOUR CHILD'S BODY! 


DE ITESESER 


h 
SHOULD WE MANAGE To a Í | 
E MY POWER T CAN DO ANY- 
A ; 


UNCLE BEN, VOU ARE AS YOU ARE NOW | BEN... WHO IS THAT £ HIS T'LL EXPLAIN LATER, BABE. NOW, 
BECAUSE OF A FAILURE IN MY FATHER'S |VOICE IS STRANGELY LISTEN HERE, MISTER... TIM SICK 
LAST ATTEMPT TO RESTORE YOU To FAMILIAR. AN' TIRED OF ALL THESE HALF - 
HUMAN FORM. I HAVE THE POWER TO GASSED TRIES AT MAKIN'! ME A 
UNDOE THAT FAILURE AND MAKE MAN AGAIN. 
YOU BEN GRIMM 

ONCE MORE. 


THE LAST 
=] THING T NEED 
| IS SOMEBODY WITH 
A FIVE YEAR OLD 
MIND TRYIN! / 


you RESIST? T DO NOT UNDERSTAND. 


I THOUGHT YOUR GREATEST WISH 
WAS TO BE HUMAN AGAIN. SESS THE EMOTIONAL MATURITY 
7O COMPREHEND THE COMPLEXITY 
LET ME REACH OF FEELING HE FINDS THERE... 


INTO YOUR 


AND THOUGH FRANKLIN'S ACCEL - 
ERATED PSYCHE DOES NOT POS - 


INSTINCTIVELY, HE 
REACHES OUT. FOR 

THE MIND MOST 

LIKE HI£ OWN, AND Áá 
REED RICHARDS 2 
FEELS ACOLD AS 
PREAD CLOSE no 
ABOUT HIE HEART 

AS THE TRUTH 15 Ra 
BROUGHT TERRIBLY 
HOME. 


WHAT'S 


HIS CHILDIS INNOCENCE NONE- 
THELESS HOLDPS ENOUGH EXPERI- 
ENCE TO RECOGNIZE THERE /S FAR 
MORE TO THIS PROBLEM THAN 
MIGHT BE GUESSED... 


I... UNDERSTAND. 
Do WHAT YOU MUST 
DO, FRANKLIN. 


INTANGIELE FINGERS PROBE DEEP 
INTO THE THING'S MOST HIDDEN, 
PRIVATE THOUGHTS, SIFTING... 


REED... WHAT'S | SHIELD YOUR EYES, 

HAPPENING... 7! / EVERYONE. FRANKLIN 
|8 MANIFESTING HIS 
POWER AT MAXIMUM! 


THE GLOW SPREADS FROM THE CHILO- 
MAN'S BEING, À SPIDERY, SILVER THING 

THAT GROWS IN SIZE AND INTENSITY WITH 
EVERY PULSE... 


AND AS IT EROWS [75 CENTER 


Za UNTIL THE HEART OF THE 
SEEMS TO SHIET SUBTLY... 


SHINMERINE NIMBEUS SWIKLS 
AROUND THE CONELSED THING... 


AND, AS THE LIGHT BECOMES 
ALMOST TOO INTENSE TO 
WATCH... 
2 
> 


FROM DEEP WITHIN COMES A 

GRUMEBLINE, CRACKLING SOUND, 

LIKE ICE BREAKING BEFORE THE 
PROW OF A GREAT SHIP... 


AND THE THING 18 NOT THE ONLY ONE CHANGED... 


|) 


DADDY! WHAT 
HAPPENED2 


I THINK T CAN EXPLAIN, AS T SAID, FRANKLIN!S 
FRANKLIN COMMUNICATED / RELEASED POWER WAS 
TO ME TELEPATHICALLY / TOO MUCH FOR HIS UNDER- 
WHAT HE INTENDED DEVELOPED MIND AND BODY, 
D, So HE PUT PSYCHIC DAM- 
PERS UP IN HIS BRAIN. HIS 
POWER WILL RETURN ONLY 
WHEN HE IS OLD ENOUGH 
TO CONTROL IT... 


AS FOR YOU, BEN... 
HE... HE COULD NOT 
ACTUALLY CURE YOU, 
S0 HE PUT YOU BACK 
IN THE CONDITION YOU 
WERE IN BEFORE MY 
LAST FAILURE. NOW, 
AT LEAST, THE POTEN- 

TIAL FOR A CURE 
EXISTS AGAIN. 


BUT WHEN HE REACHED 
INTO BEN'S MIND HE DIS- 
COVERED SOMETHING. 
SOMETHING TI FAILED TO 
CONSIDER IN ALL MY 
2 ATTEMPTS TO CURE 
do THE THING. 


AX 


BEN HAS SAID MANY TIMES HE N 
FEARS ALICIA LOVES HIM ONLY 
AS THE THING, AND ALTHOUGH 
SHE HAS DENIED THAT IN BOTH 
WORD AND DEED IT IS A DEEP 
ROOTED FEAR. HAD FRANKLIN 
CURED HIM IT MIGHT WELL 
HAVE CAUSED BEN SEVERE 
TRAUMA 


IT'S ALL RIGHT, | BUT... REED, HE!S À AN* WHAT ABOUT 
FRANKLIN. YOU | A CHILD AGAIN / 

JUST HAD A 

BAD DREAM, 


THAT'S ALL. 


HUH! WELL, THAT'S BETTER | BUT, REED, DIDN!T 
THAN A POKE IN THE EYE, T / FRANKLIN SAY HIS 
GUESS. BUT NOT BY MUCH. / POWER WAS CAPABLE 
CIMON, SWEETIE. T NEED OF ANYTHING 2 WHY 
ME A CUP OF JAVA. COULDN'T HE CURE BEN? 


HE... COULD 
HAVE, SUE. 


THERE |S THE TRAGEDY... THE 
BEAUTIFUL, BLIND ALICIA IS THE 
ONE SPARK OF JOY IN BEN'S 
LIFE. YET SO LONG AS HE LOVES 
HER HIS MIND WILL REJTECT ALL 
CURES. SO LONG AS THERE IS 
ALICIA HE WILL ALWAYS BE... 


BY TH 


ANTHORITY 


Era THE WORLO S GREATEST COMIC MAGAZINE! 


Efe] MARVEL COMICS GROUP 


CAN THE FABULOUS FANTASTIC FOUR SOLVE THE RIDOLE OF... 


=, 


a ti 
UI) 
nb: 


[E Toe 


f 
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MZ 77. 
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aa Ne 
ey 
" <a 
A PLEASANT 
ZA THURSDAY 
BEN. THIS LAST YA AFTERNOON IN 
SERIES OF TESTS THE EAXTER 
WON'T TAKE LONG BUILDING, 
AT ALL, NEW YORK, 


2? 
(ul 


AS REED RICHARDS * FACILE FINGERS SkIM HOW HOLLOW THIS ALL SEEMS, 
ACROSS THE Sia CONSOLES BEFORE HIM. | HOW MEANINGLESS TO CON- 


MECHANISMSE WHICH SCAN HIS LONE - TIME 
FRIEND AND PARTNER, HIS UNMATCHED INTEL - 


RERNrr 


el 
=. 


) YET, I MUST CONTINUE 
WITH THE CHARADE. ZT MUST 
AT LEAST ZRETEND TO 

STILL SEEK A CURE. 


“FORCES WHICH CAUSED THE 

MACHINE TO EXPLODE, LEAVING 

HIM STILL TRAPPED IN THE 

GROTESQUE BODY OF THE 7MING. | | --CHANGED BEN BACK TO HIS 
MORE FAMILIAR ROCK-LIKE STATE..* 


ASA 
SAGRES des 
) | 


“ALBEIT A VERSION 
OF HIMSELF CLOSER 
TO HIS ORIGINAL 


POWERS FRANKLIN LINKED THE LOVE OF THE BEAUTIFUL, 1 Dna 


MIND WITH BEN'$, ALLOWING ME | BLIND AL/C/A MASTERS. VET IV ] 
TO LEARN WHY ALL MY BEN HAS SAID HE FEARS$ ALICIA == 

ATTEMPTS TO RESTORE HIM LOVES ONLY THE THING, NOT = (4 à 
TO HUMAN FORM HAVE MET 7 BEEN GRIMM, THE MAN. TRT AM ; y 


BEFORE LOSING HIS INCREDIBLE 4) THE ONLY JOY IN BEN'S LIFE IS PT HE 
my Ee] 
PIA 
asso 


WITH AT BEST LIMITED 
SUCCESS... 


IT IS THAT FEAR WHICH HAS 
CREATED IN BEN A KIND OF 
CRUEL MIND-OVER-MATTER, 
HIS SUBCONSCIOUS CAUSING 
HIS BODY TO REJTECT ANY 
ATTEMPTS TO CURE HIM. 


AND THAT IS THE TERRIBLE 


REED, SORRY TO INTERRUPT 
YOU, MY DARLING, BUT THE 
LATVERIAN AMEASSADOR 


IS ON LINE THREE FOR YOU. 


DUZZAT MEAN T CAN 
GET OUTTA THIS 
DOOHICKEY, Bl& 
BRAIN 2 IT'S WAY 
PAST LUNCH TIME, 
AN' T FEEL LIKE 
SWALLOWIN! A 


MCDONALD'S. 

AGE À EL HIPE SR E 
, HIS LOVE BE 

OF ALICIA IS ALL THAT Ea 

MATTERS, THOUGH IT IS 

THAT LOVE WHICH WILL 

KEEP HIM... A THING! 


YES, BEN, TIM 
ALL FINISHED 
FOR TODAY, YOU 
AND ALICIA À 


Ê is 


Rx 4 
REL 


AMBASSADOR LEOPOLDO SAYS HE WANTS 
TO MAKE FINAL SECURITY ARRANGE- 
MENTS WITH You. 


AH, YES. TODAY IS THE DAY WE ARE 
TO DELIVER THE BODY OF DOCTOR 
VOOM TO HIS NATIVE EMBASSY. X 


HELLO, MISTER 
AMBASSADOR. YES, 
THIS IS REED 


GOOD AFTERNOON, ! YES,I JUST 
PROFESSOR WANTED TO BE TODAY, MUST WALK FREELY 
RICHARDS. ABSOLUTELY SURE | | AND UNSUSPECTING INTO MY 
WE WERE AGREED | | TRAP. 
h ON THE PROCEDURE 
E FOR TODAY. 


YES, ALL FOUR MUST COME 


THEN DOCTOR 
DOOM WILL 
CRUSH THE 
FANTASTICO 
FOUR. 


YES, AS I TOLD YOU EARLIER, 

MY STAFF WOULD FEEL MORE 

SECURE IFALL FOUR OF You 

WOULD ESCORT Doom!S Boy 
TO THE EMBASSY. 


AND, AS À FIENDISH MASTER PLAN SWINGS INCH BY 
INCH TOWARDS DEVASTATING FRUITION. .» 


TO THE NORTH ANP WEST A 
CURIOUS ANACHRONISM RISES 


FOR WITHIN THE CHAMEBER LIES A AND ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THAT 
EDIFICE AND YOU MAY CATCH A À STRANGELY çÃ ia Ra HAMLET, decr CASTLE, NVR- 


ELIMPSE OF A TINY VESSEL - 
DEPARTING... > RORINE THE LARGER STRUCTURE 


WITHIN WHICH IT STANDS, LOOMS 
OVER Ra é 


AS FIVE MINIATURE und pia LEA ve 
BEHIND PERHAPS THE STRANGI 
EXPLOIT OF THEIR CAREERS... S MECHANISMS WHICH MAINTAIN (T, 


A TYPICAL MIPWESTERN TOWN 
FULL DETAILS SEE MICRONAUTS. PE se É, STANDS ON A TABLETOP 


IN THE RUINED THRONE-ROOM THE AFTERMATH OF BOLD WORDS, VON Doom, FROM ONE 
FURIOUS BATTLE BELIES THE PEACEFUL EXTERIOR, WHOSE MIND IS TRAPPED WITHIN A 
AS TWO FORMER PARTNERS FACE EACH OTHER AS MELTING ROBOT BODY YOUR 
BITTER ENEMIES. TREACHERY HAS DESTROYED THE 
AUPRET MASTER,T| | DREAMS OF HAPPINESS T BUILT 
SWEAR TO You. BE IT HERE FOR MY STEP-DAUGHTER 
A YEAR OR A LIFETIME,| | ALICIA, AND T AM TRAPFED IN 
IT WILL DESTROY YOU THIS ROBOTIC VERSION OF MY 
FOR THIS. TRUE SELF,.. 


+... BUT YOUR OWN 
MONSTROUS EGO WAS 
YOUR UNDOING. 


YOU WERE NOT CONTENT TO SIMPLY 


You so 
YOUR OWN DEFEAT... * 


=" 
4 PA Vê 
) 


a / 
NT 2d 


ML 
HTOLO FULLY IN FE AZ36.-- SALICRUP, 


4 
o fl 
24) dó 
/ Es - 
THIS |$ IMPOSSIBLE / 
MW) YOUR MIND IS TRAPPED 
ES THE IMMOBILIZED BODY 


YOU CANNOT BE 
EE/ vou id 


7 YOUR PALTRY 
ANS DO NOT 
INTEREST ME, 

PUPPET MASTER! 


71 B 


', 


LA 


NOW, LET ME ReTRIEvE DM 


FOR WITHOUT IT THE PLAN 
THIS se RAVAGED 


WOULD BE AN EMPTY GAME. 
WITHOUT ANY HOPE OF 
TRUE VICTORY FoR 
DOCTOR DOOM. 


q 


ANP WITHOUT SO MUCH AS A 
BACKWARD GLANCE ABANDONS 
LIDOLEVILLE ANP THE CASTLE 


IT WAS A GOOD IDEA To USE 

THE NEW Z4N7AST/CAR TO 

DELIVER DOOM'S BODY TO 
THE EMBASSY. 


Bs 


SKNMMINE ALMOST SOUNDPLESSLY OVER THE ROOFTOPS THE 
AMAZINE MACHINE COMES QUICKLY TO THE GREEN ENCLOSURE 
BEHIND THE EMBASSY. pm 


ES WITH SURPRISING TENDERNESS 
EI THE IRON-CLAD FIGURE TUCKS 
bes THE TINY ROBOT INTO A SPECIAL 
CASE PREPAREP FOR JUST THAT 

PURPOSE... pe EE — 


PHASE ONE IS FINISHED 
PHASE TWO MUST EVEN 
NOW BE DRAWING TO ITS 

FATEFUL CONCLUSION. 


WE HAVEN'T HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE HER A 


THEY HAVE ARRIVED, 


LEOPOLD. ZHASE 


7Wwo 


18 NOW 


COMPLETE, PREPARE 
FOR LHASE 


INTO 


Z 


THERE'S THE SECURITY 
GUARD WAITING JUST 
WHERE LEOPOLD SAID -- 
BUT T DON'T SEE THE 

AMBASSADOR. 


BUT, MASTER... 
TO BRING THEM 


THE 


EMBASSY... 


IF YOUR 
Pao SHOULD 


FOR SEVERAL AGONIZED Ra HE Ep FINALLY 
SECONDS AMBASSADOR GS LAS 
LEOPOLDO DANCES A 

MACABRE JIG, PINNED 

INCHES ABOVE THE RICH 

CARPETING... 


WunTEVER THOUGHTS PASS BEmiND THE METAL ARE UND [E 4 sLoNe BookcCAsE OPENS ON 
psp EE a Gu aa 7Oo quit) Er A MAZE OF HIDDEN Coser 


a ES 
7 BEHIND 
PE Tee 
A 1) Pe(a. À ) 
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E ALL I$ IN READINESS. THE PN 

EO — Ra CL/SS HAVE FLOWN UNKNoWINGLY Noé: VolcE DRE E DERA 
DT VT NS INTO MY WEB. LET THE FINAL COMPLEX PANEL HUM e 
E mt PHASE COMMENCE. a 7O ELECTRIC LIFE... 


AMBASSADOR LéoroLo ONLY 
TWICE BEFORE, BUT 
OUR HEELS JUST LIKE ALWAYS IMPRESSED ME WITH 
a REGIANE FOLK. Di: al PUNCTUALITY, 


re Ra 
O AVAUAUVAURUICA, POL ITUATIO 
Lda APAC IN LATVERIA... 1 HOPE 
== ==, NOTHING SERIOUS Has 
DELAYED HIM.. 


GEroRE Eua MAN CALLED MISTER FANTASTIC CAN CONTINUE AND, NO SOONER HAS THAT HAPPENED... ES 
(8( a - ao 
Z. Z 7 d HOLY!,. ! SOME KINDA THE FLOOR'S OPENING! 


TRANSPARENT WALLS, THERE!S A PIT BELOW: 
À DROPPIN! OUTTA THE ' 


CEILING / 


WELL, WHOEVER 
DREAMED UP THIS 
LITTLE TRAP HAS 
SLIPPED A GROOVE 

IF HE THINKS TILL 
STOP THE MLIMAN EA 


BUT, AS LIVING FLAME 
BLOSSOME ABOUT 
JOHNNY STORM... 


STREAMS 
OF FIRE-PROOF 
GLOP-- CAN'T DODGE 
IN TIME... 


a EN es E 
HIS FLAME SUDDENLY DOUSED, THE YOUNGEST MEM- | | THE ANSWER FREEZES RAM WELCOME, TOHNNY STORM, TO 
BER OF THE FANTASTICO FOUR TUMBLES HEADLONG JOHNNY'S BLOOD IN e THE MOMENT OF YOUR 
INTO DARKNESS... FZ y HIS VEINS... , , ANNIHILATION ! 
E Sos! WHAT THE HECK IS rd I 
o Res | 


Neat GOINS ON 2 THE KING | 
Qi] OF LATVERIA ISN'T OUR / 
ENEMY ; AND WITH 
DOOM SAFELY UNDER 


| 
É AND KEY... ii 


WHO'S BEHIND 
THIS ATTACK ?Z/ 


AND, AS TOHNNY FELL... BUT, AS THE INVISELE AND AS SUE'S 
GIRL ACTE TO SAVE HER- [6] 
TRAPPOORS ARE SELE.. = 
SPRINGING OPEN | ! 
AWAY. 


ONTROL OF 
BENEATH ME! BUT 
THAT'S NO PROBLEM 
WITH MY POWERS. 


E MY NV SIELE 
FORCE-FIELOS 
CAN COVER THE LOSING MY 

Rr PIT AND HOLD ME BALANCE... CAN'T 

7 UP... CONCENTRATE... 


WHILE ABOVE... AA I WAS ABLE TO KEEP 


ZA FROM FALLING BY 
p BRACING AGAINST 
THE WALLS. 


; 


UHN... STILL CONSCIOUS... 
DON'T THINK ANYTHING IS 
BROKEN... BUT WHAT... 


| No 
MNA 
a 7 


FOOL! DID YOU REALLY 
BELIEVE YOUR PUNY 
POWERS AND INTELLECT 


AGH! A SPINNING Ê 
GRAPPLER, GRABEING 
ME, STRETCHING ME 


INCREDIBLE 
PAIN/ T'M... 
eurino 


WERE A MATCH FOR 
DOCTOR Doom £ 


[/ BUT THE OTHERS ARE IN 
| TROUBLE. T MUST FIND A 
5) WAY TO HELP THEM... 


5 gl 
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O) fg o; 
LESSEE IF I CAN A | sa 
JUST PUNCH MYSELF A N A) MUNDREDS OF AMPS 
NICE WIDE EXIT IN THIS VÃ SLAM INTO THE 
Nú os WALL... a  Asrsrrieo tunc... 
ND, WHEN THE POWER 
UDDENLY CUTE... 


Su 
u 


AWRIGHT-- SOMEBODY MADE 


! a DEFEAT 2 MISTER, IN CASE YOU AIN'T | THATIS IT, FOOL! HURL 
A BIG MISTAKE IF THEY THINK TWIGGED TO (T YET THE FF AIN'T YOURSELF AT ME / 
THEY CAN MESS WITH BEAT UNTIL WE AIN'T BREATHIN!! Z WASTE YOUR IMPOTENT 
PETUNIA GRIMM'S FAVORITE ne FURY / [atá 

NEPHEW/ me 
Da 
Ê 4 E N 
(4 
N ff 
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, 34 

vou GR 
ROCK 
ELSE COULD SO EASILY A 
DEFEAT THE FANTASTIC FOUR? 


ssa . 


Do ZE] 


Vá 


e (ie sa A OS 


PATHETIC CREATURE / 
WITHOUT YOUR MUCH- 


NOT FAR AWAY... 
e | VAUNTED FLAME YOU ARE 


PUT UPA BETTER FIGHT, 
STRIPPED OF HER 
POWERS ... 


e84;) 


VOOM'$ RIGHT! TIVE 
LET MYSELF BECOME 
Too DEPENDANT ON MY 
FLAME! WITHOUT IT T'M 
BADLY OUT OF CONDITION ! 


BUT... BUT WHY IS 
DOOM ATTACKING ME ” 
f 5 ) MERCILESS RAIN OF 
à STEEL -HARD FISTS 
À PUMMELS DOWN... 


AND THERE!S / 
SOMETHING ABOUT Lara E 
HIS VOICE, SOMETHING E +. AND CONSCIOUSNESS BEGINS TO 
SLIP AWAY BEHIND À BLOOD-RED 
SWEET OF BLINDING PAIN... 


DIFFERENT. SOMETHING 
WRONG... 


PERHAPS TEN FEET DISTANT... 

WHAT IS THIS PLACE? I CAN 

FEEL THE VIBRATION OF 

MACHINERY THROUGH THE 

WALLS, BUT IT'S SO SILENT 
WN 
N 


IF I EVEN BREATHE HE'LL 


HEAR ME... 
N 


N 


BUT, THOUGH You MAY KEEP AS 


QUIET AND MOTIONLESS AS 

HUMANLY POSSIBLE, DOCTOR 

DOOM HAS OTHER WAYS TO 
FIND YOU... 


MY CONGRATULATIONS, 
SUSAN RICHARDS, YOUR 
RESOURCEFULNESS GROWS 
WITH LEAPS AND BOUNDS, 


EVEN WITHOUT YOUR 

HUSBAND TO INSTRUCT 
You, YOU HAVE DEDUCED 
THE NATURE OF MY 

CELL OF SILENCE 
DESIGNED TO IN PART 
COMBAT YOUR INVISIBILITY. 


DOOM MUST BE USING AN 
INFRA-RED SCANNER, NOW 
I UNDERSTAND WHY THIS 


IT CUTS MY 


MANEUVERING SPACE 


ALMOST TO NOTHING. 
AND HE ONLY HAS TO 


SURRENDER! VIELD TO BUT SOMEHOW THAT 

DOCTOR DOOM AND T OFFER IS LESS THAN 

PROMISE VOU A SWIFT, APPEALING... 
PAINLESS DEATH / ; . 


YOU'RE A MAN 
OF YOUR WORD, 
VON DOOM ... 


I WISH T FELT AS 
CONFIDENT AS T SOUND. 
THE WAY HE!S HAMMER- 
ING AT MY FORCE-FIELD... 


IT WON'T LAST 
MORE THAN A 
FEW MINUTES... 


YOU'LL HAVE TO DO BETTER 
THAN THAT, DOOM. YOUILL 
FIND MISTER FANTASTIC 
MORE THAN A MATCH 

FOR You EVERY TIME! 


MISCALCULATED THE 
TIME IT WOULD TAKE 
YOU TO RECOVER 
FROM THE GRAPPLER. 


I AM STILL IN CONTACT 

WITH YOUR PLIABLE FORM, 

AND S0 LONG AS T AM, 
I CAN DO... 


LG 


a Loma 


POWER MEANS THIS CAN 
BE NO MORE THAN A 
TEMPORARY EFFECT... 


INCREDIBLE FORCE BUT FOR AS LONG 
RIPS$ THROUGH REED AS IT LASTS YOU ARE 
RICHARDS" RADIATION COMPLETELY HELPLESS 
ALTERED CELLS... .. AND VULNERABLE / 


TIVE JUST ABOUT HAD IT'S SOMETHING T 
IT. ONE CHANCE LIFT 20) 
CAN STRIKE BETWEEN 

BLASTS. 


REAL DOOM, $0 T CAN 
SAFELY ACT... 


THIS IS IT! A COUPLE 
MORE HITS AND TIM 
DEAD MEAT ! IF ONLY 
I COULO FLAME ON; 
JUST FOR A 
SECOND / 


K 


By MAKING USE OF THE QUASI-/T CAN EASILY INSINU- DROPPINS YOUR FORCE FIELD 
LIQUID STATE INTO WHICH THE 2 ATE MYSELF INTO THIS WILL ONLY ACCELERATE THE 
DISRUPTION FIELD HAS PSEUDO - DOOM ... MOMENT OF YOUR... 

O E 


RENDERED My BODY... 


THE FORCE-FIELD 


AND WITH THE UNSTABLE N 


N 
4. N tm gy O 
7) Na APIDLY EXPANDING 
MOLECULAR STRUCTURE OF Va Ei 
MY COSTUME ACTING AS 
INSULATION, IT IS NO PROB- 
LEM TO SHORT OUT HIS 
SYSTEMS. 


ITIS NOT DOCTOR Doom 
AT ALL! IT'S SOME KINDP 


THE ONLY WAY HE COULD BE THIS THIS GLOP IS CLINGINS E 
TOUGH |$ IF HE AIN'T THE REAL UNIEORM? IF 5 
POOM-- IF HEIS ONE OF DOOM'$ O) SGA 
BLASTED ROBOTS / O Y GLOVE... = 
AN' THAT MEANS ) ça 
1 DON'T HAFTA 
HOLD BACK / 


y 


EA 
7 Wim 
e EA 
ça ] A 


|] 
y 
Bo 
I WAS MH 
HOPING To 
DO SOME 
DAMAGE TO 
DOOM'$ ARMOR... 


onE Goop HIT 3h BUT Z DIPN'T ExpecT 2 
P, 


AN! THE PIECE A" 1) 


O HIM TO JUST KEEL OVER... 
JUNK FALLS nd) 
APART / 


IF TIVE KILLED HIM... 
RT 


AND,AS EACH OF THE FANTASTIC FOUR MAKES THE SAME AND A STRANGE, CLEAMING SHIP RISES 
STARTLINE DISCOVERY... INTO THE LATE AFTERNOON SKIES ABOVE 


OUTSIDE, LIKE THE SKIN OF 
SOME OVER-RIPE FRUIT THE 
LAWN OF THE EMEASSY 


NEW YORK. 


YET, NOT À HEAD 
TURNS TO MARK 
178 PASSAGE. 


EE! 


SAVE FOR ONE PAIR OF UNHUMAN EYES 
WHICH DIRECT THEIR OWNER TO AN 
/INTERCEPT COURSE... 


FOR THE CRAFT ($ SHELDPED AGAINST ALL THE 
EYES OE MAN-- BOTH REAL AND MECHANICAL... 


THE CONTINGENCY PLAN WAS ENACTED 

FLAWLESSLY. NOW THE TRUE BODY OF OUR 

MASTER REQUIRES ONLY THE RESTORATION 
OF HIS MIND. 


AS GOOD A$ DONE. 
I RETRIEVED WITH 
NO DIFFICULTY THE 
BODY INTO WHICH 
IT HAD BEEN 
TRANSFERRED, 


AS ANTICIPATED, OUR 
BROTHERS HAVE 
FAILED TO DESTROY 
THE FANTASTIC FOUR, 
BUT THEY CREATED 
SUFFICIENT 
DISTRACTION... 


PREPARED 


MECHANISM, 


ROBOTIC HANDS MOVE WITH JE THEIR COMPUTER 
SWIET PRECISION... GeANS HA vê ANY con- 
IE ja E A SUPREM 
WN YSSa (82 2) 
NES DEITY, PERHAPS A 
VA = BRIEÉ PRAYER 1$ 


OFFERED UP... 


ei 
97/ 


ANP THE AWESOME ENERGIES OF AN UNLEASHED 
HUMAN MIND LEAP ACROSS THE GULF BETWEEN THE 
TINY REPLICA, .. 


1 «AND THE TRUE 
BODY OF THE 
ERSTWHILE MON- 
ARCH OF LATVERIA. 


DOOM'S BODY CONVULSES 

AS IF A BILLION AMPS HIS MOUTH 
WERE SHATTERINO HIS STRETCHES IN À 
NERVOUS SYSTEM. SOUNPLESS SCREAM. 


WITH THE SUVDENNESS ALL HAIL DOOM, | SILENCE/ DOOM HAS REPORT TO ME WHAT 

OF A SUMMER STORM TRUE LORD OF [No NEED OF SUCH |$ HAPPENING. WHICH 

THE PROCESS /$ ENDED...| | LATVERIA ! PETTY MOUTHINGS/ PLAN HAS RETURNED 
MASTER OF ME TO A TRUE 


2 AND IT 18 THE TRUE 
WICTOR VON Doom wHo 
RISES TO SURVEY HIS 
SURROUNDINES. . 


THE WORLD/ E Fo 


PLAN EPSILON, 
MY LIEGE. EVEN 
NOW THE FANTASTIC 

FOUR ARE PRISONERS 

IN THE HOLDING 

SPACE BELOW US, 
AS OUR CRAFT MAKES 
ITS COURSE FOR 
THE LATVERIAN 
CAPITOL. 


EPSILONZ 6000/ EP 4 MiSTIMET 


GOOD! THEN THE 


CONFRONTED 
THEM. 


MOMENTS LATER, POWERFUL MOTORS GRUMEBLE SUE/ JOHNNY! BEN! MAYBE. YOU SURE LOOK AN! 
TOLIFE DEEP WITHIN THE SALUCER- SHIP, YOU'VE ALL DEFEATED SOUND LIKE REED RICHARDS 
YOUR ROBOTIC BUT IF DOOM COULD BUILD 


OH, BEN, DON'T 

EVEN THINK SUCH 
A THING / THIS IS (é 
THE REAL REED / dé 


OPPONENTS / ROBOTS OF HIMSELF... 
HOW DO T KNOW YOU'RE 
ALL TH' REAL MECOYS £ 


USUAL, YOUR GRASP OF THE / REAL ONE THIS TIME / WELL, T 
OBVIOUS IS FLAWLESS... HOPE YOU ENJOVED BEIN! IN, 
ç SUSPENDED ANIMATION, DOC... 


EASY, HONEY. 
IT'S ME ALL RIGHT. 
BUT WEIRE NOT 
OUT OF THIS YET... 


!ICAUSE TIM GONNA PUT YA WHILE YOU BATTLED MY ROBOT 
RIGHT BACK TO SLEEPY-BYES DUPLICATES YOU WERE BEING 
BEFORE... BEFORE... SUBTLY AFFECTED. 


HEY... WHAT GIvES ? 
I CAN'T HIT THE 


THE POWER OF My 

INHIGITOR RAY HAS 
V/h MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
OF COURSE W///4/ YOU TO DIRECT ANY ATTACK 
NOT, YOU DOLT. é EEE AGAINST MY PERSON. 


I DON'T KNOW WHAT YOUR SCHEME |$, 1 DO NOT BORE ME WITH SUCH TRITE 
VON DOOM, BUT YOU SHOULD KNOW BY |CLICHES, RICHARDS. T HAVE YOU IN MY 
NOW THAT NO MATTER WHAT YOU CLUTCHES, AND SHOULD T CHOOSE T 


You. 


E 


4 ) 
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WHAT ? HAVE YOU FINALLY LOST THIS VESSEL NOW STANDS IN THE 
YOUR MIND, DOOM 2 IT WAS WE TOWN SQUARE OF THE CAPITOL, 
WHO HELPED THE RIGHTFUL HEIR SHIELDED FROM DETECTION. 


BUT, FOR THE MOMENT, AT LEAST, IT 
|5 NOT YOUR DEATHS WHICH INTER- 
EST ME. 


RATHER, T HAVE DE- DEPOSE YOU, MONTHS AGO. SUSAN RICHARDS, USE YOUR 
CIDED You SHALL AID POWER THAT WE MAY SEE 
ME, JUST AS YOU ONCE YEAH, AN' IT SEEMS TO THROUGH THIS BULKHEAD. 


ME LIKE ZOREA IS A 


CAME TO ME FOR 
HELP. * MUCH BETTER KING 
THAN YOU. 


I DIDNoOT 
EXPECT IMMEDIATE 
AGREEMENT. T HAVE 
THEREFORE ARRANGED 
FOR A DEMONSTRATION. 


y A 7” YOU WILL 
HELP ME REGAIN 
- THE THRONE OF 
ES EA LATVERIA/ 


XWAY BACK IN ISSUE É//6. || 
-- TIM SALICRUP. À 


WHEN VICTOR VON DOOM RULED 

HERE, LATVERIA WAS THE RICHEST, 

MOST PROSPEROUS NATION IN 
ALL EUROPE, 


dr 
— 


E: 
r| 
ig 
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OF THE POPULACE, THERE 
WAS NO CRIME, NO CIVIL 
TRIFE. 


LOOK UPON My E 
NATIVE COUNTRY 
asse NOW, OUTLANDERS! 
LOOK, AND TELL ME 
WHAT YOU SEE! 
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ONCE Z RULED HERE, AND WHILE BUT, BECAUSE OF THE ENMTY NOW MY MIND ANP BODY ARE N Em WELL,LISTEN TO HIM! HE | VER RIGHT, TORCA. AN! I DON'T DON'T WASTE YOUR STRENGTH, 

POCTOR DOOM WAS MONARCH, BETWEEN US, YOU OF THE FANTASTICO RESTORED TO ME, AND YOU SHALL MAKES IT SOUND AS IF IT'S] LIKE NOBODY TRYIN' TA DUMP ALL | Z744NG. WE'RE STILL UNDER THE 

THIS TINY NATION WAS THE FOUR JOINED FORCES WITH THE BE FORCED TO FACE THE CON- : OUR FAULT LATVERIA HAS THEIR TROUBLES ON U$/ LATVERIA] INFLUENCE OF THE MM/BITOR RAY 
dy FACTION, AND HURLED ME SEQUENCES OF YOUR ACTIONS, j FALLEN ON HARD Days, 


E, B DOOM USED AGAINST US WHILE WE 
OM MY THRONE AND INTO THE LOOK UPON THE FACE OF MY É TIMES ARE TOUCH ALL A EE!) BATTLED HI$ ROBOT DUPLICATES. * 
BITTER REALMS OF MADNESS /X HOMELAND Now, MY ENEMIES, . OVER, DOOM. WHICH I$ MORE'N Z'D BE ABLE WE CAN'T ATTACK HIM, BUT WE WILL 
LOOK UPON ZA7 VER/A, AND TA SAY FER YOU IF I COULD FINDA WAY TO DEFEAT HIM-- Z y 
JUST LAY e HAYMAKER na SWEAR 47.” 


SEE HOW SHE HAD FARED 
UNDER THE KINGSHIP OF 
ZOREA 


L 

BUT--REED, WHAT 
IF HE 15 TELLING THE 
TRUTH 2 WHAT IFALL 
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“À SALICRUO | SHOOTER 
EDITOR EDITOR-IN- 
CHIEF 


HLAST ISSUE,-- SALICRUP. 


OF COURSE T SPEAK THE 
TRUTH“ VICTOR VON POOM 
HA$ NO USE FOR PETTY FALSE- 
HooDS. WHAT ISA PALTRY MIS- 
TRUTH IN THE GRAND ARENA 


WITHIN WHICH 
PLAVED 


MY LIFE IS 
z 


I KNOW YOU HAVE YOUR 
OWN TWISTED CODE OF 
HONOR, DOOM, BUT IT WILL 
TAKE MORE THAN YOUR 
WORD TO CONVINCE ME 
LATVERIA WAS BETTER 
OFF UNDER YOUR ABSO- 


THE PEOPLE ARE 


WELL SERVED TO BE 
RID OF YOUR IRON 


FIST OVER THEIR 
HEADS EACH DAY. 


AS EVER YOUR WORDS ARE TEMPERED 

By YOUR HATRED AND FEAR OF ME. 

WHAT GREAT ILL DID T EVER BRING 
TO MY BELOVED PEOPLE £ 


pgraneee er seem BT 
sz E! 
OBEDIENT AND = 
Py : Z 
/ 


UNTIL THE CURSED ZORBA SOUGHT| | WHO DARES 2! WHO 


TO CLAIM HI$ LATE BROTHER'S 
THRONE AND STIRRED UP 
UNREST IN THE POPULACE... 


DARES STRIKE THE 
PERSONNAGE OF 
DOCTOR DOOM £ 


DOOM, DON'T! 
IT'S JUSTA 
KID? 


KRISTOFE/NO/NOT NNW 
KRISTÕFF / k 


DOCTOR DOOM IS 
NOT $0 EASILY 
DESTROYED, 


HAD SLAIN YOU 
IN BATTLE. 


CO. I Y 
Ê ir 4 aí , ; 
rãs LW . - To us 
HOLY COW/ YoH, REED,CAN IT BEZ (CNA AD ITI$ TOO SOON TO TELL, SUE, 
SHE... SHE'S | HAVE WE MADE A da (io Nica DARLING. BUT CLEARLY THERE'S 
TERRIBLE MISTAKE? a y MORE TO ALL THI$ THAN 
) » c MEETS THE EYE... 
( É (7 E de, 
dá 1/2 N 


AS EVER, BEN GRIMM , YOUR 


WITHIN MY BREAST--A LOVE 
FOR ALL LATVERIA 2 


SURE, Doom. 50 LONE N À 

AS THE WHOLE COUN- Y 

TRY KOW-TOWED TO 

YA YOU WERE À REAL 
SWEETHEART. 


“THEN WAS LATVERIA A HAPPY 


KINGDOM, THOUGH WE KNEW NOT 


PPY, FREE OFALL THE 


IT HAS CHANGED 50 MUCH 


TI WEARY OF 
THIS PATHETIC 


ARE MY ENEMIES, 
BUT YOU ARE 

UNDER DOCTOR 

Doom'$ PROTEC- 
TION NOW. 


WHEN THE MASTER 


N 
) 


Jo) NNE] | YET Z DO REMEMBER, 
AN 


RULED HERE... 


“UNDER THE RULE OF DOCTOR DOOM EACH MAN 


| ANP WOMAN HAD ALL THEY COULD DESIRE, AND 


WE WOULD CALL OUT OUR THANKS AS HE PASSED 
AMONGS$T US$, HIS FAITHFUL SERVANT AND 


RETAINER Z0K/S EVER AT HIS SIDE, ] | 


“BUT THEN, ONE DAY NOT LONG |RE4 971 * QN “He was groTHER To ouR 
AGO, ZORBA RETURNED... UI || NAN LATE KING RLIDOLLHO, AND 

eg sa à AVEIA Fc Now CLAIMED THAT THRONE 
RAN £ For Himcelr 


[=== 
E] e ZA 
Wu 


li” IA 
dd AN 
“S0 PERSUASIVE WERE HIS 
AND A SENTIMENT OF REBELLION 
GREW AGAINST THE MASTER. 
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SS MZE 


DN /> NG fa 4 
RS lá 


| É “ SI 


TO a, 


ER 
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|! rh 


Ii | Iy) it, 
XA SLIGHTLY PRETUDICED RECOUNTING OF FFRZOO. -- TIM. 


VS 


US / 
Es(9)) Pa 
CALA) MA 


“WHERE ONCE WE HAD KNOW SAFETY IN OUR HOMES, 
AND PEACE IN THE SOOTHING DARKNESS OF THE 
EVENING, NOW WE KNEW FEAR, AND THE NAMELESS 
HORRORS WHICH STALK THE NIGHT. 


NLATVERIA WAS 
RE-LEARNING CRIME. 


“THEN, THE DAY BEFORE WE WERE To |" 
HAVE OUR FIRST FREE ELECTIONS, 
ZORBA DECLARED MARTIAL LAW... 


ansho 


pn 
"o". 


“50 WE ALL BELIEVED, UNTIL OUR FOOLISH DREAM 
WERE CRUELLY SHATTERED. (me = 
E q = == 7? 
) “ZORBA REVOKED THE MASTER!S 
] LAWS$-- BUT ALSO THE THREAT OF B 
THE MASTER'S ZUW/SUMENTS. ISA 


Pope RAM 
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Sh er) Z 
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| | “PRICES ROSE WiTHoUT 


WERE DEPLETED WITH- 
OUT REPLACEMENT. 


| 


REASON --AND STOCKS | 


“TEN DAYS AGO WE LEARNED OF THE 
N | FINAL INJUSTICE. THE MASTER'S 
V | Guar2/AN ROBOTS HAD BEEN 
| | REPROGRAMMED. 


“LATVERIA Now Has A as 
ROTHLESS, MECHANICAL DE 
SECRET POLICE” NOR 


THAT IS WHY 1 CRIED OUT. IN THE BLESS YOU, MASTER. 
FLICKERING LIGHT OF THE MUMAN I KNEW T WOULD BE 
TORCH Z DID NOT RECOGNIZE YOU HAVE SAFE WITH Y... 
THE MASTER. I SAW ONLY THE SUFFERED MUCH IN 
GLINT OF METAL AND THOUGHT /MY ABSENCE. ALL 
HIM ONE OF THE ROBOT POLICE, MY BELOVED 

LATVERIA HAS 

SUFFERED 


BUT NOW T 
HAVE RETURNED 
AND YOU ARE ONCE 
MORE UNDER MY 
PROTECTION. 


By ORDER OF HIS 


SUPREME MAJESTY 
OF VICTOR VON DOOM, AND | | PLACES IN VIOLATION OF ZORBA THE FIRST, YOU 
SHE HAD BEEN SLAIN. CURFEW. 


WILL SURRENDER FOR 
EXECUTION. 


ARED ES Do e pt É 
ILU NOT 
THIS THING 2/ ; PEN ED 


é 


) 


ORDERS TO YOUR 4 
CREATOR 2 


” UNLIVING, UNHUMAN PP ='q ARO! pa LN JE 
DOGS! YOU DARE ao, ; per Ss | a 2 £ |) à 


MA |Z CAN SHIELD US FROM THEIR NNE 
BLASTS WITH AN WVISVELE JAN 

FORCE FIELD, BUT ARE WE AM 

GOING TO STRIKE BACK ? Nº 


WE CANNOT Do 


BUT THOSE ROBOTS HAVE 
; MURPERED AN INNOCENT WO- 
A MAN, AND THAT MEANS LAT- 
BELIEVE ; R 


VERIA NEEDS OUR HELP / 


EN 
) JJ ÇA a dE; GG”. kr à 


E GD A. 
NOW YOU!RE TALKIN!, THESE TIN TYRANTS MAY BE 
BROTHER-IN-LAW/ : ê GREAT AGAINST UNARMED 
WOMAN AND KIDS... 


n... a (4 
ENS NA ao ESSA 


esqui PERES agradam 

À IT qu E a ; UNI 
REINFORCEMENTE MARAR e N SUPER POWERS / 
ON THE WAY/ de go : 


YOU AIN'T GONNA HAVE 
TIME TA CHAT WITH YER À 
BOSS COMPUTER... LO 


BEN ALMOST SOU 
AS IF HEIS ENTOYING 
— THIS BATTLE... 


... EVEN BEFORE 


O DOWN NOT KNOWIN'-- YOU 18 
WERE UP AGAINST THE S 
FANTASTICO FOUR! 


ta 
BUT THEN, HE ALWAY$S 
» WAS A SCRAPPER... 


E 


=. 
racer 
ap E 
US ALL. di E 


DOOM!S REASONS ARE 
HIS OWN. DO NOT 


fes Ez THEM. 


+.» BUT IT FALLS TO 

DOCTOR DOOM TO 

DELIVER THE FINAL 
BLOW... 


NCE T AGREE WITH YA, 
DOOM. I DON'T MUCH CARE 
HOW OR WHY YA KNOCKED 

'EM OUT, $0 LONG AS YA DID. 


LOOK! LOOK IT'S TRUE? 
IT I$ VON DOOM!“ THE 
MASTER HAS RETURNED! 


UH-OH. EITHER SOMEBODY!S 

REMAKIN! “FRANKENSTEIN! 
OR THE VILLAGE MOB HAS 
fi ARRIVED/ 


FSAA-SES 


E 


a 


ITIS T, JOSEF MASTER. 
YOUR LOYAL BURGER- 


HOW HE MOVES. WHO 
ELSE COMMANDS SUCH 


AUTHORITY £ THE PEOPLE, 


MEISTER. I WELCOME 
YOU ON BEHALF OF 


YES, 


2) / 
Ea ExceLLENCY. 


HEY, T RECOGNIZE 
THI$ JOINT. THIS 
SAFE. TI SWEAR IT 
SHALL SEE ZORBA 
PAY rd iai 


THERE IS A 


THIS BUILDING I5 OLD, AND 
DRY AS KINDLING. ONE STRAY 
N SPARK AND THE WHOLE 
A STRUCTURE WOULD GO 
; UP, 


err 0 9 


N 


YOU'RE RIGHT, 
REED. TILL 
FLAME OFF. 


PERHAPS HE FOUND THE WEIGHT OF A KINGLY 
CROWN TOO MUCH FOR HIM. L KNOW ONLY THAT 
EACH OF HIS $0-CALLED “REFORMS” TO THE 


HERE. WHEN WE LEFT LATVERIA / MASTER'S LAWS SERVED ONLY TO PLUNGE US | 


ZORBA WAS A KIND AND 


BENEVOLENT KING. 


WHEN 1 SEIZED CONTROL 
OF My NATIVE LAND SHE 
WAS A PITIFUL JOKE OF js 


WITHIN 
MONTH$ LATVERIA 
WOULD HAVE BEEN 
SWALLOWED BY THE 
COMMUNIST LANDS WHICH 1 
SURROUND OUR HILLS. 


THIS IS GETTIN'MIGHTY HMMZ 0H, I WAS JUST 
WEIRD, DOOM!$ ONE OF THE 4 THINKING, BEN, THOSE 
WORST CREEPS WE EVER ROBOT POLICE MUST 
FOUGHT, AND VET TIM HAVE HAD LINKS WITH 
ALMOST STARTIN! TA BUY THEIR HOME BASE. 
HIS LINE. MAYBE 

LATVERIA WAS BETTER 

OFF UNDER HIS RULE... 


HEY, HOT-SHOT, 
JOIN THE PARTY. 
YOU LOOK LIKE 
YER IN NEVER- 
NEVER LAND, 


ee 
Miss 


ai: 


By NOW ZORBA 
PROBABLY KNOWS 
WE'RE HERE. T 
WONDER WHAT'S 
HAPPENING RIGHT 
NOW... 


— NES 


DEEPER AND DEEPER INTO DESPAIR, 


EM DIM 
PEA 


BUT I BROUGHT MODERN TECHNOLO- 

GY TO LATVERIA, AND FORGED IN THE 

WHITE HOT FURNACE OF SCIENCE A 

NEW NATION THAT MIGHT ONE DAY 
HAVE RULED THE WORLD, 


AND ALL T TOOK FROM THE 
PEOPLE WAS A SINGLE FREEDOM 
] --ONE WHICH ZORBA HAS EVI- 
DENTALLY RESTORED--THE FREE- 
DOM TO COMMIT EVIL? l 


EIN  PASSED OUT AGAIN, 
Las: EXCELLENCY. DO YOU 


WISH US TO REVIVE HIM 
AND CONTINUE THE 
INTERROGATION ? 


sou É Y THE OLD FOOL HAS 
d 


VA) , 


E] » 


No, IT IS USELESS, é 
HIS LOYALTY TO DOOM 
TRANSCENDS EVEN HIS 
LOVE OF HIS OWN À 
MISERABLE LIFE. 


/ IDIOTS! MORONS/ WHY DO y DOOM |8 GONE, YET THEIR 
| THEY CONTINUE TO RESIST ACTIONS FORCE ME TO BRING 
ME 2 HAVE I NOT BROUGHT UPON THEIR HEADS PUNISHMENT 
THEM THE FREEDOM THEY é MORE TERRIBLE THAN ANY 
RAVED Z Ate CONCEIVED/ 


LOOK AT THEM, COLONEL. THE PERHAPS IT |5 THAT VON DOOM 
TINY, CRAWLING ANTS WHO À BETTER UNDERSTOOD THE 
NOW TURN THEIR EVERY PSYCHOLOGY OF THE MASSES, 
WAKING THOUGHT AGAINST EXCELLENCY, 

ME. wHv2? Wyy 2 


REMEMBER, HE DID VERY THREATS ? THREATS ? WHAT ARE +. THEN T SHALL GRANT THEM A 
LITTLE IN THE WAY OF INCONSEQUENTIAL THREATS 2 I FINAL, EVERLASTING RELEASE / 
ACTUALLY PUNISHING THE HAVE GIVEN THEM ULTIMATE 
PEOPLE. HE DID NOT NEED LIBERTY. 
TO, THE MERE Z&KEAT 
OF PUNISHMENT WAS 

ENOUGH. 


N IF THAT Á EXCELLENCY, | 
“a Vá E ; NO/ THAT SWITCH 
li, WILL ACTIVATE... 


“EB run: rice ror 
YOUR LIVES / 


HS 
a - CAN STOP THEM! 


so NOTHING? 
AU 
M GA 
Á TU AGR E Ve — 
(4 


Y WELL, DOOM, YOU 
CREATED THEM. HAVE 


ARMY OF MECHANICAL STOP THEM 2 
SOLDIERS, THEIR SINGLE 


PIE 


Nosf/ 


SE NE 


NE 
WD 
ENO 


o 


AR 
=, E 
7 


TO SAVE THE LIVES AND Es +» WE MUST THIS AIN'T NO TIME FOR 
HOMES OF INNOCENT GN Gm SPEECHES, STRETCHO. WHAT 
LATVERIANS... TÁ do 1/2 DOOM : YER TRYIN' TA S4Y 18... 


SA : 


A * > 
"A 
; Z 


dh ACE 1 AE NA 
Y : a 


ms & 


I CANNOT AGREE WITH YOUR 
TERMINOLOLOGY, BEN GRIMM-- 


--BUT T APPLAUD 
YOUR SENTIMENTS... 


E 
z 


4 ' h DOOM I$ MORE OF 
PAN A NATURAL LEADER 
/ Y E 


THAN REED--Wi 
MUST BE ON OUR 
GUARD, 


EVEN AS DOUBT FLASHES ACROSS 
SUE'S MIND... 


AND WHEN THE INVISIBLE ALSO « THE RESULT (S SUITAELY 
BECOMES INTANGIBLE... 


DEVASTATING 


YAY, TEAM! WE'RE 
HITTIN! “EM SO 

HARD, THEY CAN'T 
THINK STRAIGHT/ 


aqua 


AN 


7 

4 

OF THE ROBOT / A 
ONE STILL ON IT$ 


ASSAULT IS OVER 
THAT'S THE LAST 


THEY DO... 


,«OR DEMOLISHED 


AND “BREAK “ 
THE INVISIBLE 


tas 


ET, di n AR 

= NY) pe 
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SN 
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4A-t 
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+ UNTIL THOSE FEW 


THAT REMAIN. .» 


WE HAVE DONE WELL. THE PEOPLE WHERE THE HECK / luz! REST EASY NOW, MY FATHER'S 
ARE SAFE FOR THE MOMENT-- BUT 15 Doom A DEAREST FRIEND IT HAS TAKEN 
WE MUST NOW DEAL WITH A y ' ME TOO LONG TO RETURN TO 
LARGER PROBLEM, ZORBA/ , F TAN HA MY PEOPLE, BUT ALL WILL BE 
? ANNA put once more To ricHT. 


um 


“sema a 

CAN WE EVEN ç I THINK THERE!S / E: ed I GAVE UP 

LEGALLY DO THAT, SOMETHIN' WEIVE BEEN HE; = ; HoPE OF YOU EVER 
REED ? HE IS THE OVERLOOKIN' THE LAST | | YOU HAD COME ; , FINDING ME HERE IN 
RIGHTFUL KING... Z FEW MINUTES... HOME, MASTER. THE DEEPEST DUNGEONS, 


THERE |5 NOTA CRANNY IB 
OF THIS CASTLE THAT DR 
I DO NOT KNOW, 
FAITHFUL BORIS, 
be: 


, 
medi 


BUT NOW THE R q! DEFEATED; BUT 
FATEFUL HOUR ú THERE ARE MORE/ 
|$ AT HAND. ENOUGH TO LEVEL 
NOW MUST T b E ALL EUROPE IF 
CONFRONT... x NECESSARY 


YOUR JUDGE 7/ YOU HAVE BECOME AS NO! T AM ZORBA! AND I SHALL KEEP IT 
AND JURY, PETTY AND CORRUPT AS ALL | |ZOREA/ THIS LAND BY THE POWER OF MY 
ZORBA ! THE HEREDITARY MONARCHS IS MINE! NEGA- BEAM BLAST... 
À WHo RULED THIS LAND BE- k 
W FORE ME. YOU TOOK MY 
THRONE AWAY FROM ME... 


THAT SELF- 
SAME WEAPON 
WHICH YOU CREATED! 


PATHETIC FooL! DID | ED, THERE IS BUT ONE 
YOU TRULY BELIEVE ORTAL WHO 
I WOULD CREATE A AN DESERVES THAT 
WEAPON AGAINST TITLE, ZORBA. 
WHICH T HAD NO NS 

DEFENSE Z 


YOUR POWER BEYOND 

REDEMPTION. THE 

TIME OF RECKONING , 
18 AT HAND! 


A 


RELEASE S 
E/ TAM 


| Nr. VZ 


O. 
NO ONE |$ SOVEREIGN | 
OVER VICTOR VON Doom: À 
ZORBA. , 
Voz a! ON 
| (7) ) Oo. 


LOOK DOWN THERE. SEE 

THE FLAMES OF THE DESTRUCTION 

vou HAVE WROUGHT, HEAR THE 

CRIE$ OF DEATH AND AGONY FROM 
THE PEOPLE BELOW. 


YOUR CRIMES ARE I AM KING OVER ALL / $0 LONGAS I LIVE 
TREASONOUS, ZOREBA. MY WORD IS LAW, YOU HAVE NO CLAIM 
WHAT, THEN, SHALL THE Ta MINE 4X : TO THE CROWN / 


BE YOUR 
PUNISHMENT Z 


ATEN 
ME! 


, Fr 


pe 
I AM BROTHER 


MONARCHY. 


WELL -- |[T'$ CERTAINLY 
NOT DIFFICULT TO TELL 
THAT DOOM CAME 

THIS WAY, IS IT 2 


ZORBA IS NO LONGER 
KING IN LATVERIA, THE 
CROWN IS MINE. 


By WHICH YOU 
MEAN ZORBA 
5 DEAD. 


FIGGERED IT OUT 

YOU'RE NEXT ON OUR 

LIST AFTER ZOREA, 
DOOM. 


You FREEDOM A 
TO DEPART. AS 


BUT, TO DESTROY You THUS 

WOULD BE A PETTY VICTORY 

INDEED--AND DOOM IS 
NEVER PETTY. 


T'D SURE SAY NOT, SIS. HEIS 
] CARVED A SWATH RIGHT THROUGH 
THE PALACE DEFENSES BIG 
ENOUGH FOR AN ARMY 4 


NY THE FIGHTING SEEMS To HAVE 
Nº STOPPED, TI HEAR NO SOUNDS 
OF CONFLICT. BUT THERE 

MUST BE MORE ROBOTS... 


ANO WHERE 15 PÁS 
E) came 4 
o 


à | À CONCERN TO 
RB You, REED 
RICHARDE, 


E/S 


ha 


Ne 


SS 


ALL RIGHT, POOM. | BUT ONLY ON 
WE AGREE TO / CONDITION THAT 
AVE YOU WILL NOW 
DENOTE YOUR 
ENERGIES TO THE 
— PEACEFUL 
À, RESTORATION 
É OF LATVERIA. 


qm 


you ARE IN NO 

POSITION TO BARGAIN, 
RICHARDS. MY INHIBITOR MW 
RAY IS STILL AFFECTING 
YOU, AS YOU MUST KNOW, 


BUT MARK YOU WELL MY WORDS 
-- THE ULTIMATE DESTRUCTION 
à OF THE ZANTASTIC FOUR IS 
EVER MY nas CHERISHED 
OAL . 


a é 
Pi 
E 
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vd 


A 
DA WHEN NEXT WE VZ 
MEET IT SHALL BE 
PO 4cmeveo” 


APPROVED 
Bv THE 


sl 
- Rot 


a AS 
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DAS 
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MENE, UNELTEREO SUNCIGHT 
ELAZES COWN ON THE STARK 
LUNAR SURENCE, LIFE HAS NO 
MACE HERE, 


BUT BELOW, A FIGURE MOVES 
IN ABSOLUTE DARKNESS, NEED- 
NE NO EYES TO SUDE His 
PASSACE THROLICA ANCIENT 


THE sENsITIVE NETWORK OE R 
WERVE-ENONES BENEATH THE he 
SCALES OP MIS SKIN TRONSMIT b 

TO HIM ALL THE INFORMA TON 
HE NEEDS TO NAVIGATE. 


ado A 
AAA 
Lá 


ME (ES TRUITON, Koval cousin or 
THE RULINE HOUSE OF ATTILAN, 


AND HE (5 EXPLORNE. PJ) 
Do TSE) 
oo dé 


IN THAT TIME HE HAS VENTUREDP EAR 
AFIELD, SEEKINEG THE SECRETE OF 
HIS NEW WORLD. [TARA 

VA SN 


q | 


YONDER STRUCTURE IS OF 
PUREST CRYSTAL, LIKE MANY 
SUCH NATURAL OUTERONTHS A 


BUT NEVER QUITE! 
A SO FAR AS THIS... 


/) 


YET THIS ONE 
8 SOMEHOW 


MORE THAN 
A MONTH SINCE 
ME DISCOVERED THESE 
SUB-LUNAR CHANNEL S... 


BY THE AWE- 
SOME GENES 
OF ARGON! 


AN INTELLIGENT 
HANO IN THE 


IS IT POSSIBLE T HAVE DisCOvEREP 

SOME UNSUESSED ARTIFACT OF A 

FORGOTTEN LUNAR CIVILIZATION 2 
OR COULD IT BE... 


THE LIGHT WHICH BLESTE 
ÁCROSS THIS TIME-LOST 
CAVERN (E LIKE NONE EVER 
SEEN BY HUMAN EVES,. 


SIAN LEE vrEsENTS: THE FF AND THE INHUMANE TRAPPED IN AN INOSSEL E 


RO 


ONyY WOW! LOOK AT 
WHICH NO OUTSIDER HAS na e you'D ) 
BEEN NEVER KNOW IT WAS À 
A WAR ZONE JUST Ny) A ESA 


no, dos 

o VA 

A FEN MON 4 Pos ES aa 

MONTHS AGO (ARA roné mito 

“a q fp INE INHUMAN sNown 48 
7 R LOCKTAW, THE 

y FABLLOUS FANTASTIC 

Ass (6 FOUR HAVE ARRIVED? 


JON /GIYNS/RIK / JM Jim PD) 
BYRNE / WEIN /PARRER /5 OOTER K 
AUTHOR COLORIST LETTERER 


YOU'RE RIGHT, JOMNNY. BUT THEN, Wº IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE WE ARE ACTUALLY ON 
THE INHUMANS HAYE WORKEP LONG, THE MOON. LOCKTAW TELEPORTED US IN- 
HARD HOURS REBUILDING THEIR GREAT | STANTLY FROM OUR HEADQUARTERS IN NEW 
REFLGE SINCE WE HELPED THEM YORK, AND JUST AS MEDUSA TOLD US, THE 
MOVE IT FROM THEIR HIDDEN VALLEY INHUMANS ARE USING REVERSE POLARITY 
IN THE HIMALAYAS TO HERE IN THE ON THE ANTI- GRANITY GENERATORS THAT 
ELUE AREM OF THE LIFTED THEM OFF-EARTH,TO MAINTAIN À 
MOON, NORMAL GRANITY FIELD WITHIN THE CITY. 


SPEAKING OF 
MEDUSA, HERE 
ComE OUR Hosts. 


MA 
CA. 
WELCOME, DEAR FRIENDS, E ONCE, UNHAPPY CIRCUMSTANCE FORCED BATTLE BETWEEN THE 
WELCOME IN THE NAME OF TWO VERY DIFFERENT PARES WHO NOW EACE GACH OTHER AS 
BLACK BOLT AND ALL THE AS If | FRENTES ano ALVES, BUT THAT Was LONE Áeo 

EM [ZE 
PM 7H/= 2 7uHE ROVAL FAMILY OE 
RA 47722n. GLACk BocT nose 
E) MONARCH WHOSE SLSHTEST 
SPOKEN SYLLABLE CON LEVEL 24 CORCON, THE POWER 
DO monTans.. MM] E WHOSE THINDROUS 


| 


| 
À 


Ma 
y À Ú é 


a 
== 


OP EARTHS MOSTAMAZINE QUAR- AARNAR, WHOSE COMEUTER- LIKE 
TET, AND BELOVED DE BLACK BOLT BRAIN CAN PROBE THE SECRET EFLAWS 
SHE WHOSE LIVING HAIR MAKES OF ANY OBTECT, AND WHOSE UNERRING 
HER ONE OF THE NVEHTIEST BLOW CAN MAKE DEVASTATINE USE OE 
WARRIORSE OE THE GREAT THAT ELAW.. 

REFLUCE... 


MIESINE ONCY (E THE AMenBroUs riTeW | $ 


ANP BEAUTIFUL CRYSTAL, MOTHER om 
THE CHILD WHO 15 TO BE HONORED THIS DIS 


/ SHVE--REEDP-- OH, ITS SO 


CRYSTAL, METRO, à 
WONDERFUL TO SEE ALL OF 
q 


HOW ARE YOU P, 

) YES, MY WIFE 

AND T BID YOU 
WELCOME 


THE VOLINSES T MEMBER | 
OE THE FANTASTICO FOUR, 


AND AT À NOO ERON THE EVER SILENT 
ELACK BOLT THEY FROCEED TO THE 
QUARTERS OF THE HAPPY RARENTE. 


YES, TO COMMEMORATE 
OUR GREAT EXODUS TO 
THE MOON,WE HAVE 
CHOSEN TO CALL HER 


IS KINDA CUTE 
FER A RUG-RAT 


SO ADORABLE 
A CHILD 


T'VE PRETTY MUCH ADJUS- 
TED TO CRYSTAL BEING 
YOUR LADY NOW, AND I'M 
HAPPY FOR You BOTH, T 
REALLY AM! 


ABOUT A LADY I 
LOST RECENTLY 
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a, a 
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EE ore 744n Jus7 cravir; PRA tuto EO SU DE É 

NE 4445 SEEN DiSkLe TED HERE. a R 

, aa —— ERR E n/74/ 4 vezrenous curcH THAT FEELS LIKE 
A EE Pro ger ar RREO 117 s2=/4752 1115721727 cormene 4 THousano 


FLOORS, THE EVER-CONSTANT MOON LOOLSs c1º lei 
ANDO OUT OE STE FAMILIAR ORBIT... 


as. . 


WITHIN MOMENTS IT HAS CLIMBED 
HIGH ABOVE THE PLANE OF THE o 
ECLIPIIC AND LEFT THE SOLAR 
SYSTEM BEHIND! 


7 WHAT THE HECK IS THIS? THEN I'D SAY WERE 

À AN OLD ''SPACE:|999" RE-RUNZ ABOUT TO ENCOUNTER 

E = aa AN UNANOWN 
TECHGNOLCOSNY 


WE SEEM TO 
HAVE BEEN CAUGHT 
IN AN INCREDIBLE AS Z) couLD ceneraTE such 
TRACTOR GBEAM... DE À POMERFUL FIELD, 


e IT--IT ISN'T PossiBLE! Y 


REED, YOU'RE THE 
NOTHING COULD BE THAT 


SCIENTIST, HOW 
COULD THIS BE2 


TO CONSTRUCT 
AN ARTIFACT SO 
HUGE WOULD REQUIRE ALL 
THE RAW MATERIALS OF 
17 N A DOZEN STELLAR EYSTENS. 
E UI LEE 
BUT EVEN AS THE KEENCY ANALYTICAL 
MIND OR THE MAN CALLED MISTER AE, 
FANTAS IVC. STRLGELES TO GRASS? A 
' vs THE IMPOSS/BLE SIKRUCTIURE AROUND 
Tá 
NEN 
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WiTH SIMETHING AKIN TO ORDER A 
RETURNED, THE MISH TEST OF 
THE INHUMANS SPRINE INTO ACUN. 


ELACK BOLT'S UNSCoOREN 
COMMANDS CALL FOR A 
RAID ASSESSMENT OE 
THE SITUATION. 


f/] 
Pq 


as 
am 


ae u EM deb | ço 


WOW: THIS PLACE |5 
INCREDIBLE. AND THE 
AIR IS BREATHAGLE, 
“2 


Y | ANO THAT'S JUST 
WHAT ZM GONNA 
DO. T'VE GOT TO 


LOOK AT. 
e. 


ELSENHERE DEEP WTHIN 

THE BOWELS TTVLAN, 

THE REMMINNE MEMBERS OF 

THE FANTÁSTIE FAUR FOLLOW 

BLACK BOLT'S FLIGHT a dd 
MRS = 


[N 


SM 
USE 
“AA 


E 
UM! 
(-LS 
Ls AS 


/ ay 
A | REED, IT'S Pá 
dá KIND 0F..M À 
5 


IT'S CRUMBLINS! 


1 THE PULL OF GRAVITY 


IS DESTROYVING THE 
OON q 


OF COURSE! SOMANY 
OF THE INHUMANS HAVE 
THE POWER OF FLIGHT, 


FANTASTIC:! THESE 
SHIPS ARE PROBABLY 
SEVERAL THOUSAND YEARS 
OLG YET THEY AND 
THEIR ATTENDANT 
SYSTEMS ARE STILL 

FULLY FUNCTIONAL. 1 


THESE SYSTEMS ARE DERIVED 
FROM ALIEN AREE CONTROL 
UNITS. WE'VE ENCOUNTERED 
THAT SCIENCE BEFORE... 


AD 


THERE AIN'T 
NOTHIN' AN OU 


NOT SURPRISINS, 
SUE DARLINS, THE ANCESTORS 
OF THE INHUMANS COMMANDED JET-JOCKEY LIKE 
INCREDIBLE TECHNOLOGIES, ME CAN'T PILOT, 


/ E (A - 
, Á )| 
Re AR Hy 4 AND 48 7 CLIMES ABovE | E- 
| THE CLIRVE OE THE MOON... 
MAM |) j 5 / LS” THE SCOPE OF THIS vESSEL 
»y: )» Tail y BECSARS OMPREHENSION. 
Vi, 7 (7, /) 
E”, Sá XY) ” À 


AND VET, ATMOSPHERE AND 
GRAVITY ARE REGISTERING 


E 


AS EARTH -NORMAL! 4 


| LESS 
LATER, Tile THUNDER OF GIANT 
ENGINES ANNOUNCES THE - 
À LAUNCH OF 4 Vessec Wc | og 
MAS NOT ELOWN IN 4 HLINDRED 
GCENERATONS OEMANM. 


YOU'RE RIGHT, BEN, BUT FIRST NO PROBLEM, BUT, YA KNOW WHAT ? LT GOTME 

WE NEED A MORE DETAILED é STRETCHO. A WEIRD FEELIN-. LIKE ALL THE 

ANALYSIS OF JUST WHAT ITIS À ANALYZIN"IN THE WORLD AIN'T 

WE'RE UP AGAINST, CAN YOU MR 4 GONNA COUNT FER DIDOLY AGAINST 

LAND ON THAT LEDGE OVER E SS” 3 WHATEVER atri MOON- 
EMATER, 


THERE 2 


ITIS AMAZING! HOW í 7 e 


THE WORDS OE BEEN CRIMM LANG 
HEAVY ON THE HEARTS OF THE FOUR 
COMPINÍONS GS THE SO SINE IN 


BIS CAN LIFE GROWZ 
WHAT KIND OF RACE 


WOULD REQUIRE A S Va q 
VESSEL THIS SIZE? - (SR 


A As 


LAG 


PERHAPS NO 

RACE AT ALL SUE 

(] ZM BEGINNING TO 
SPECT THIS IS AN 


ALL THE MACHINED 
SURFACES ARE AS 
SMOOTH AS IF THEY 

WERE TOOLED By BEINES 
NO LARGER THAN US, 
GIANTS WOULD PRODUCE 
SURFACES VERY ROUGH 
TO CREATURES OUR 
RELATIVE SIZE. 


MEBBE SO, BIG BRAIN, 

BUT WHAT ABOUT THAT 

BIS BLANK SPOT ON THE 
WALL OVER THERE ? 


LOOkS A WHOLE LOT 
LIKE A DOOR TA ME. 


ODD--T ODN'T 
NOTICE IT UNTIC YOU POINTED 
IT OUT, SOME FORM OF SERVO-| 
ACCESS PERHAPS, THIS SHIP MAY 
| “HAVE HUGE MAINTENANCE RO- 
BOTS, IF NO LIVING CREW, 


THE DOORWAY /8 MORE THAN 4 THOUSAND ES 
DISTANT; VET HE LOOMS OVER THEM AS E SE 
WERE MERE NCHES AWAGV: HIS MALE RIVALS 
THAT OE THE UANET EARTH ITSELE AND THE 
INTELLIGENCE WHCH SHINES IN HIS ALIEN 
EVES MAKES ONE THUINE TERRELY UEAR. 


HE MUST BE FIVE 
THOUSAND MILES TALL ! 


MOVING WITH ELUID EASE ; Z y AT SOME NON-VERBAL SIGNAL 
EACH STRIDE SWALLOWING VI, STRANCE INSTRUMENTS EXTRUDE 
THREE THOUSAND MES, , A D:)1 4 RR ! FROM THE SURROUNDINE WALLS 
THE GIANT APPRONCHES VA q am | l 

| a 


THE RAVAGED MOON. 


AS DISFASS/ONATELY AS A HUMA 
BENG NIGHT PERCUSE THE REMANS 
OF GN ABINDONED ANTHILL, THE 


ALIEN BEGINS HIS EXIMINÁTION.. 
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THE CRAVITATIONAL EJELDS SURROUNDINO HIS VAST EA :/ 8 H/A , Ls SA 
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ADA Ca À e : IN THE BRIEFEST TWINKLING SE 
US, EO AA É aid AN EYE THE GREAT REFUGCE [5 
z A LELLO 04 rar AM LAP LON. ATTHAN 15 NO MORE? 
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IE DR IPAATA. AE pr 


ITS THE TORCH! T ú 
WONDERED WHERE A 


HE'D GOT OFF TO“ 


fo 


Ne 
BUT, BEFORE MSTER FANTASTIE 
CIN CONTINLE... 


es, 
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=HUNH HuUNH< MADE IT! 
THOUGHT Z WAS A GONER 
FOR SURE. 


TAKE IT EASY 
KID yOU'VE 
PUSHED YOUR- 
SELF TOO FAR. 
YOU SHOULON'T 
HAVE FLOWN ALL 


j THIS WAY ON 


YER OWN. 


v 


) 
” 


- 


Ea 


LT... DON'T THINK 
HE DID BEN“ 
HE COULON'T HAVE: 


IM NOT SURE, DARLING. BUT EVERY- 
THING IS CLEARLY NOT AS IT AP- 
PEARS. THAT GIANT IS TOO HUSE TO 
SURVIVE WITH SUCH HUMAN BODILY 
PROPORTIONS. HIS OWN WEIGHT 
WOULD SHATTER HIS LESS. 


AND DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE 
JOHNNY COULD FLY HERE FROM 
THE MOON? THAT MUST BE A 

HUNDRED THOLSANO MILES OR 

MORE“ 


is 


THEY RISE FROM THE HEART OF DESTRUCTION, A 
SUDDEN VOLLEY OF GLEAMINE FISHTER- SHIPS, 
VESTIGE OF 4 MORE SAVAGE TIME, LONE, LONG 


À EVEN AS 
HE WATCHES THEM, THAT TO DO SO 18 
MPOSSIELE, THAT NO HUMAN Eye 
COULD SEE THEM ACROSS SO VAST 
A DISTANCE, 


THE ALIEN ON THE OTHER HAND, SEEMS NO MORE AND THE STORM OE HiGH- 
AWARE OE THEM THAN HE WAS OF THE CITY THEY | À POWERED DESTELCTION THAT 
COME FROM. NS RAINS LIPON HIS FLESH,, 


HE REACTS NOT AT ALL AS THE 
ATTACK WINE SWOOPS TOWARD 
HIS HEAD... 


À 


«nDISTURES HIM 


NOT AT ALL, N 
E [GUR da! a 


THE FOOLS: THEIR Í WE'VE GOT TO CALL 

WEAPONRY IS usELESS MR THEM OFF-- FIND A Way 

AGAINST S0 GIANT A (NES : TO COMMUNICATE WITH 
TARGET, A À THE ALIEN. 


HE STEPS TO THE EDGE OF TIS NO MORE THAN HIS FAINTEST WHISPER, YET IT ROLLS OUT AND Across 
THE NARROW RIDEE, AND FOR THE VAST SPACE BEFORE HIM, BUILDING AND BUILDING IN VOLUME UNTIL IT 
A MOMENT STANOS IN SLENT FILLS THE CHAMBER WiTH THUNDER ! 


HEAR ME, MY PEQRLE! HEED THE 
VOICE OF BLACK BOLT/ BREAK 
OFE YOUR ATTACK. THE AÚVEN 
HAS NOT DEIBERATELY HARMED 
415 WE MUST SOEAR TO HIM IN 
x, WORDS OF REASON! É 


d 


y 


a O 
A EA CT p 
(VLS | O 
YET; THE MESSAGE REACHES THE 

ATTACKERS AS SURELS AS 
WoOUcD 4 RADIO BEAM. 


A / 
GR 
[8 a /, 
OBEYINE THEIR ONCE”, 
A SILENT MONAREH THEY 
VA A LAWAS FEM THE SANT. 


MORE 
BANK 
EN 
/ É à S 


AND THE ALIEN, SEEMINE FOR THE ANY 
FIRST TIME TO GROW AWARE THAT À q 
HE 18 NOT ALONE, STODES TO ExXANINE S N 
THE GUURTE OE THE VOICE. EN 
Ca Y N 
B 
(y 4 


(= 


Ea 
— 


HOPE IT'S A 
MICROSCOPE! 


Nor A microscore, sen, A” HEY/ THE CREEP'S C( WELL, NOTIF CAN 
GONNA USE SOME HELP IT/ FLAME ON! 


AN ALL-TOO-FANILIAR 
METHOD OF DEALING ÉS KINDA EUG-SARAY 
WITH. 5 ON US/ 


IT'S HAPPENING AGAIN! 
JOHNNY'S FLAME 
SHOULDNT BE NEARLY e 
REPLENISHED YET! 


ME TO FNDE UE incial 

UNCHARAC— e BE TOO BIG FOR THE 

TERIS TIC BEHAVIOR OF HIG à OQ INHUMAN'S WEAPONS 

COSMIC-RAY SPAWNED POWER,. E q ed 0º TO AFFECT HIM.u 
EE — - Y ' Ê o E o 


— 


EE "es 


N AS 
HIS REACTION (6 
INSTINCTIVE,,, 


ENOLIGH POWER TO LAY WASTE 
TO A HEMISPHERE BLASTE AT = 
THE GIANT ALIEN... a x 


AGAIN! IT'S NOT NO TIME TO 


JOHNNY! NO! NOT ; 
JOHNNY! NOT MY WORRY ABOUT 
BABY BROTHER? í 
E - ses 
SUSAN, THE 
ALIEN HAS 


RESUMED 
SPRAVING. IT'S 
UP TO you TO 
PROTECT US. 


YES. YES, I MUST NOT LOSE E IT CAN'T BE! THE 

CONTROL. My NWStBLE É MIST IS EATING 

FORCE-FIELO CAN STOP RIGHT THROUGH MY 
THIS MIST EASILY - FORCE-FIELD! 


po NS 
N 
7 


DE nz, 


AROUND THEM THE 

VERY AIR SEEMS 
7O GROW FIRM AS THE 
(NVISIBLE GIRL ACTS.. 


Na o JW 


| AND AS THE DEADLY, VISSOLVINE | É 
(MY 206 ENVELOPES THEM... AM. 
N “y Pê 


MORE I[MPOSSIBILITIES ! 
BLACK BOLT [5 COUGHING 
ALOUD--YET THAT SOUND 
SHOLLD BE ENOLIGH TO 
BLAST AWAY THE LEDEE 
LIKE 4 NUCLEAR 
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Hey! 
PUT ME DOWN! 
WE GOTTA TALK “ 


THE THINGS PLAN 
/8 NOT To SEE 
ERUITION, HOW- 


FOLLOW ZKOFF < 


| ME/MEBBE Z CAN 


TEAR US A WAY OUT, 


BLAST, HE 
GRABBED THE HUNKA 
JUNK TOO FAST FER 
ME TA LET GO! 


HEIS TRYIN'TA SEE 
WHAT TORE OUT 
HIS MACHINERY... 


NO 6007 
IM TOO SMALL 
TOO SMALL... 


4 
a 


pá | 


THEN, WITH A SUDDEN DISMISSINE 


GESTURE THE ALIEN TOSSES AWAy 
THE SORAP 0E METAL, 


FIVE THOUSAND MILES MEH AND 

FALLING, THE THINE PLUNIMETS 

TOWARDS THE CLEAMINE METAL 
É ; 


on: 


E2— 
Jg 


= 
020 


N 
J 
rr 


| WY8 
ny” 


h) 


THE HAPLESS 
THINGS 


E 


SUE? OH,DEAR 
HEAVEN! SUE! 


THIS IS ALL 
MADNESS! IT 
CAN'T BELIT 


AND AS SHE DOES 
ME FEELS HER 
FLESH AND BONE 
gas SROW LIQUID 
PUMA GENEATA HER 
UNIEORM... 


Ne a 
RB 


IT FEELS MUCH LIKE THE SNAPPINE OE A GREAT 
ELASTIC BAND AND IT IS ONLY WHEN THE SUB- 
TLE PRESSURE WITHIN THEIR MINDS IS SO 
SUDDENLY REMOVED THAT THEY EVEN BECOME 
AWARE THAT IT WAS PRESENT. 


REED! OH, REED. 1 THOUGHT JUST AS T SAW | did iagaãs | BUT ITS ALL RIGHT 
You WERE DEAD! 1 SAW VOU You DIE OUT O 5 NOW, MY DARLING, T 
BLASTED INTO ATOME By A. IN SPACE. A AS SA THINK ITS ALL OVER! 


CLEARLY SOME HIDEOUS 
FORCE INVADED OUR MINDS, 
TORTURING US WITH NIGHT- 


GREATEST FEARS, CONFUSING 
US WITH IMPOSSIBILITIES... 


FORCE? AND HOW 
CAN IT BE OVER 
SO SUDDENLY 2 


I'M AFRAID, SUE, THAT 

WE MAY NEVER HAVE 

AN ANSWER TO THAT 
QUESTION... 


BUT HERE, IN A HIDDEN GROTTO SME TWENTY á THE DEMON IS GONE N 
MILES EROM ATTILAN, ENOINES AND BEGINNINES FROM MY MIND Z AN 


N 


À 
y 


MEET AS ONE. MEP = ANA. HAVE TRIUMI MED! R 


4d 


7 


TE 
A LA 


YET I MUST RETURN SWIFTLY TO I DO NOT KNOW WHAT RACE NR THEY CREATEDA CRYSTAL LATTICE 
ATTILAN AND MY NOBLE COUSINS. THIS | | CREATED THIS TEMPLE OF 0] | WHicH BORES INTO 4 LIVING MIND-- 
PLACE MAY NOT BE UNIQUE, AND NIGHTMARES, BUT IT IS CLEAR a CREATING HORRIBLE NIGHTMARES! 
SHOULD OTHERS OFITS ILK EXIST, THEY | | THAT THEY HAD LITTLE LOVE F€ TI AM LUCKY TO HAVE 
MUST BE FOUND AND QuICKLY FOR THINGS WHICH LIVE! q, | | WON OVER 175 INFLUENCE, 
N DESTROYED. | [dd VET SOMEHOW T FEEL 
W BZ BA VICTORY WAS NOT MINE 


AS T WRITHED 
IN FINAL TORMENT 


RE: — = 
faça —— E adm | 7 SENSEO THE TOUCHOE. 
ss, 


| 


E] 74EMANO THAT ORAETED THE CRYSTAL DRE 
IT WAS REED RICHARD Ss" anetsueD penta. | ÁASDa | WEAVER ACTED OUT OF HATE, CONSUMNE 
OF HS WIFEE DESTRICTON THAT FOR a mo- Vas (NR AN 447E CE ML MAT TUNAS AND LIVES, VET WHAT 
5/808 || 
PR cad 


HE SWMS AWAY; GOLND FOR THE 
GREAT REFUGE, AND A WELL -DESERVED 


ZH 


ANO, PERHAPS, TRITON WILL NEVER 
TRULY ANOW THAT THERE WAS 
ANOTHER WiTH HIM IN THE LAST 
MOMENT OP HIS STRUGELE... 


MENT BROKE THE EVIL SEELL, AND GAVE THE | DEFEATED 17 ? NO MORE THAN THAT SIMPLE, 
GREEN INHUMAN TIME ENOUGH TO STRIKE PURE EMOTION MEN CALL LOVE 


o HE STRIKES 
o FROM SEACE 
AND EVEN THE 


FF CANNOT STOP 
HMA? 


CAN THE FABUIOUS FE SURVIVE THE ULTIMATE CONFRONATON 


. 
2. á . « 
a» “4º . Ea 
““p. : k ,, a . 
e“ . ? çº 
x Vo É q , 
" e “ .+ 'j A o 
NM ação “e NE 
re a na 
RA º N 
'. . , cet + 
E 44 459 À . e » 
aa o o. é 
.. . DE ES E 


e] . “ . + Rd . 4 
FIMTE, YET UNBOUNDED: | 
E CLOSED, YET UNMEASUR- 
ABLE! SAC, 


o 


STAN LEE / JOHN BYRNE / JOE ROSEN /GEORGE Roussos / JIM SALICRUP / TIM SHOOTER 
PRESENTS: CHRONICLER LETTERER COLORIST EDITOR SUPERIOR BEING 


BY ALL THE DEVILS OF THE 
NINE CIRCLES, I SWEAR IF HE 


[o à 
(( 
a) S 
sm =: 1 
-—a E— 
= HE 
E 


IT WAS NOT HENKOR'S FAULT, N I THINK WE ARE 

SUPREMOR. THIS SHIP IS OLD. THE SAFE, SUPREMOR. 
fo) SK THERE |$ NOTHING 

: ] [ON THE SCANN... 


DO NOT MAKE 
EXCUSES TO ME! 
I KNOW FULL WELL 
THE MISERABLE 
CONDITION OF 

THIS SHIP! 


I ALSO KNOW 
THE NEED OF THE 
EMPRESS FOR RE- 
VENGE WILL COST 
LL DEARL 
WE DO NOR di CENA 
ESCAPE TI ! 
PURSUIT. 1TISHES 


GUIDANCE SYSTEMS.. 


HE 15 
GLAD(ATOR. . - + 
ERR 


º 


PERHAPS THERE IS THERE IS NO TIME! HE CLOSES THE EMPRESS HAS Eutea A THAT IS THE MOST 
YET A CHANCE TO IN ON US FASTER THAN THE CHARGED US WITH k ME GLORIOUS GOAL ANY 
SALVAGE THE SHIP, ENGINES COULD RESPOND! THE DESTRUCTION PRA SX40/2º WARRIOR 
SUPREMOR. IF WE BUT WE MUST NOT FAIL! OF THE 2447457 ADRNEP COULD ATTAIN. 
EXECUTE MANELVER ” as NES . 

TWENTY SIX... 


7” LDIDNOTWANT 
THIS CURSED SHIP, 
AND MISERABLE CREW, 
EV WD euTISHALLNoT SEE 


E THE MISSION ENDED 
7 J/N BEFORE IT IS BEGIN! 


IF GLADIATOR OLD THIS SHIP MAY BE, -«. BUT THERE IS YET 

THINKS TO STOP AND NEARLY USELESS... ONE PROCEDURE 

US, LET HIM À EVEN GLADIATOR 
BEWARE! / MUST FEAR... 


STRIKES  - « 


y 
“ 


AND, WHEN GLADIATOR PARA : 
ANO 


VN 


EN 
a 


«A STAR (S BORN | 
NEAR PLUTO. AM 


WWE 


“MAN 


Xi 


MEANWHILE TNO OR THREE BILL/ON MILES AWAY... "ONE MALE OF THE FANTASTIC FOUR ENTOYS A FEW HOURS 
AWAY FROM THEIR RESPONSIBIL/ TES. 


MAYBE T'M JUST 
T GOTTA SAY TORCHIE, GETTING USED TO IT ALL, 
YOU'VE TAKEN YER LAST 


BEN. YOU KNOW WHAT THEY 
HELPIN' OF HEARTACHE 
BETTER THAN T EX- 


LTS AUTUMN IN NEW VORAÇ AND ALTHOUGH 
THE EVENING BREEZES WiLl CARRY HINTS OF 
WINTER VET TO COME, THIS AFTERNOON 
THE AUR 1$ WARMED BY THE RAXS OF A 


LAST SUMMER SUN. PECTED. TM PROUD 
Z OF YA,KID! 
| cê 
| e; 
/ i 
Si de 
EO cm 9 | 
R Dida, ! 
rs Ip 
Cs 
" 3 E) Ed) ca 
E [Did 
1 ER ce 
Ls AND, IN THE PLEASANT LUSH 
e .» * | GREENERY OE CENTRAL 
e É ARE 
INA WEEK I'D P 
OWN THE WHOLE YOU UNDER ALL 


RO JULIE? |S THAT 
T 
THAT GOOP? 


P "NONE OTHER! 
HOW'VE YOU BEEN 


KEEPING 7 


OH, NOT BAD. I... OH, ER, AH...THE 74/NG, || 8 V FERGIT IT. SEE YA 
OH; SORRY... RIGHTT ER...P-PLEASED' LATER, HOTSHOT. 
JULIE ANGEL, A TO MEET YOU...? U 
THIS IS 8EW NE 

GRIMM. 


Ê [ETA É 
: N ço 
MOSEY ON BACK Eua 


? HOME TA EA anda YEAH 


E 


«ER... 
BUILOIN SO LONG, BEN. )* 


GEEZ--T'M SORRY, 
JOHNNY. THAT WAS 
JUST INCREDIBLY 
DUMB AND STUPID OF 

ME. T REALIZE HE 

MUST HATE BEING 
eaEo THE 


(7 : 
(W 
Km 


NAH, HE'S USED TO 
IT BY NOW. HE PROBA- 
BLY JUST FORGOT 
SOMETHING BACK AT 
OUR HEADQUARTERS. | 


SO, ANYWAY, WHAT ARE 

YOU DOING OUT HERE 
DRESSED LIKE 4/GOLET TOS 
MOTHER? OR IS THIS THE 
LATEST ENSEMBLE FOR 
DRAMA STUDENTS? 


FOR SOME OF US, ANYWAY. 
MY HISTORY INSTRUCTOR 
WANTS US TO GET THE 
FEEL OF THE ORIGIN OF 
PLAYERS,5O HE ASSIGNED 
A BUNCH OF US VARIOUS 
ROLES... 


AND, AS TOMANY 
STORM RENEWS 


AN' WHY NOT? T SHOULDA 3 1 SHOULDA KNOWED SOMETHIN! 


WAS ON ITS WAY TA REMIND ME 
TMSTILL...A MONSTER, 


«THE THING WANDERS WTH-) q ; 
OUT REAL DIRECTION. AN SEEN THIS COMIN! I'VE BEEN 
neo” sor 0 7 GETTIN TOO COMFORTABLE 
SHE WUZ SCARED. SHE BEIN' THE THING LATELY, 
TRIED TA HIDE IT, BUT enrdgo: E , 
I SCARED HER. E É mM : 


HoLD ON 
REAL TIGHT, 
JENNIFER. 


e 
E ES EE EER 


UNCONTROLLED, THE STARTLED ANIMAL 
LUNGES FORWARD, SCAT TERING 
PEDESTRIANS BEFORE /T. . . 


EUT THE SUDDEN BACKEIRE DE À CAR 
OUTSIDE THE PARK 1$ ABOUT TO DIS- 
RUC] THE PEACEFLIL AMELANCE. . . 


SAVE ONE... 


NUTS! I SHOULD KNOW 
By NOW T AIN'T LIKELY TA 
GET TOO MANY MINUTES 
TA MOPE IN A DAY. 


OKAY, OL'PAINT, ' 
END OF THE TRAIL. 


THAT WAS FUN, TIM OKAY, MOMMY. 
THE NICE ROCK-MAN 
CAUGHT ME! 


YOU'RE THE 

THING! OH, THANK 

JENNIFER! ( you! THANK you! 
GOA, AR THANK You! 


THERE GOES 
JOHNNY! HE 
MUSTA SEEN 
Ego FLARE 


ER...'SCUSE ME, 
MISSUS. LT GOTTA 
; RUN! >; 


amo 
CC AN' NATURALLY 
HE'S GONNA BE 
THE FIRST ONE 

BACK, ÀS USUAL. j| 


- E e. 
ANO AS THE THING TOGS ( Dra) | 
TOWARDS THE STREET sega N rg trad AM, 
ANO À TAXI. « te Aa K 
a 0 


GET Re np 
N Li ê, q a 18 
LIKE THAT. T' EN | W“BUT YA KNOW, IT WASN'T 
Avó iDiNe HERE. EEN Z | B. Gt PAINFUL ATALL... 
I'VE BEEN KEEPING PRETTY MUCH TO 
MYSELF SINCE FRANKIE EG MAYBE a : 
ss V E IN | FLAREZEVERY THING 


+ IT'S TIME THAT CHANG 
TAVA 
PAN q 
REA AR A E 
IX) Ni b 


LOOKS PEACEFUL... 


SPECIAL SCANNERS PROBE AND 
HERANKIE RAVE BECAME THE (DENTES THE HUMAN TORCH. 
MERALO ORE GALACTUS (IN THE GAXTER BUILDING DEFENSES 
(SSUE HÁ DIG! OLEN TO ADMVT HIM. - 


AS TOMNNY MOVES QUICKLY INTO THE RECONSTRUCTED TOWER COMPLEX, 
LETS PAUSE FOR À MOMENT TO CHECK THE NEW INTERIOR LAYOUT: 


PASSENGER 
ICBM IN 


== 
O 


AS = . 
E] | E] 3RD FLOOR: pastos ANO | 

CHEMISTRY LABS, 

GENICS, ENERGY RESEARCH. 


TE A LOÇÃO UA 


HW Quo FLooR: BIOLOGY Til 2, 
| ie LABS AND GYMNASIUM, [oa 


| h==== En Soa || 


ana, M THE CELESTIAL SCANNING 


REED, SIS! 

1 SAW THE ) 
FLARE. WHAT'S 
HAPPENING? 


SÍ) 


E 


AN EXPLOSION OF 
ALMOST NOVA 
PROPORTIONS NEAR 


IE SE A TM 


BUFFER | BUFFER ZONE | = 


es 
ENAIEIANIE 


FTDOO EE 


ESTES j==[= 


DE AIR CONDITIONING AND Ea 
ELEVATOR MECHANICS 
FOR LOWER 30 FLOORS E 


ER ESIZES 


PLUTO, JOHNNY. 


— 
q OFFICES OF FANTASTIC FOUR INC. 


EM-- UNLESS 17 WAS nes e SOMEHOW 
é DELIBERATELY CONTAINED. 


FOR ONE THING, JOHNNY, THAT EXPLOSION 
WOULD HAVE ANNIHILATED HALF THE SOLAR 
SYSTI 
DOES THAT RATE 


AS AN EMERGENCY? p= P 
ÉEESSS THAT BLAST IS HEADING — 
STRAIGHT FOR EARTH.. 


- AND ITS 
ao E A 
HUNDRED TIMES 

THE éra OF 


IT'S THAT 
SCRAP OF 
SHRAPNEL, 

SUE, 


VT JUST HIT 
THE UPPER 
ATMOSPHERE! 


FIVE BLOCKS DISTANT... | | IT AIN'T ME, MISTER 
GRIMM. EVERYBODY'S 
HEY, WHATCHA STOPPIN' UP AHEAD. 
STOPPIN' FOR? MUS' BE SOMETHIN' 
I TOLDJA TIM N 
IN A HURRY! 


W/ veyoor: Y 
JA WHO THE HECK 


HORN AT'EM! 


AND WHEN HE ai A À THE TONE 15 
BELLOWS HIS ; f UNMISTAKABLE. 
ARRIVAL » - | AL/EN. . - 


À RES 
Pi 
I HOPE THE 
CIVILIANS HAVE THE 
SENSE TA STAY IN 


À THEIR CARS, OUTTA 
HARM'S WAY, 


AGAIN THE CAPED STRANGER CRIES OUT, VE 

BUT THIS TIME... à > 

17 Pr HIS TONE'S CHANGED. 2] É 

/ | Hg BEFORE HE WUZ JUST 

á P BEIN' BELLIGERENT. NOW 

HE SOUNDS LIKE HE 
RECOGNIZES ME...  & Z08NS 


, 9 q sá U EN Va 
A TIN 
Do 
a BEFORE. |) & A 
” av 
| E Earagi 173, o 
A KA : 
SA 
y N PN 
. v ZA 
CS /A y 


À 
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ju 


MOVING ALMOST FASTER 
THAN THE EVE CAN FOLLOW, 
GLADIATOR ACTS. - - 


Vas 


À 


E 


= 


A 


A 


] 


r/ 


df 


EN 


CO) I BETTER TAKE 

HIM OUT FAST 
BEFORE SOMEBODY 
REALLY GETS HURT, 


QUITE MATCH 
THE THINGS 


«HIT... 


THAT HARD... 


> 
H 
XxX 
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Es 
[a 
Lo 
4 
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Zz 
tw 
E) 
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> 
D 


THOUGH THE 
EVENTS WHICH 
FOLLOW... 


JE HE HAD BEEN A MATCH FOR THE SLATE- || AND Quicase sTuLTO || | Zs 
SIKINNED ALIEN GEFORE, THE THING ACT ON BENS neskNess, | Nº ZE 
[ay ZAINLY /S NOT NOW. TRA ATA T 
ai & 
E 
AND GLADIATOR 15 ALMA Aid TA T 
QUICK TO SEE THAT... || £y2s 7447 SEEM TO SEE 
BEYOND THE NORMAL ] 
|] M/GHTY TONERS BA 
AÍ 


mi” 
| E q A 
A SS, x 


E 
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li: a 
É 
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cad 
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ET SSSST 
A AR 
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pc trio 
x Ss 
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a Vi4 
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hos 
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FUXING AT LAST ON ON 
PARTICULAR EDIFICE.. . 


SEN DEAR HEAVEN, 
BEN, WHAT HAPPENED? 
ARE YOU ALL RIGHT? 


, 
À 


(ie 


ant 


SS 


ANY, 


É 
É o: 
SKA vás 


pes 


MU! 


Ta 


UNSEEN ENERGIES FLOW FROM THE (NVISCOLE 
SOON: 


o (7 
AY 


MY FORCE-FIELD 4/1) 


HAS BLOCKED THE 
OLE. BUT THE 

BUILDING IS STILL 
ROCKNG! A 


Rs 


z N 
e 


4 


ps 


a) 
E 


Dra 
DO) 
n 


PER 


sa A FIJA SAS, 


HE BUILDING, 


ITS 7/0BING? 


sue, N 
USE YOUR 
FORCE- 
FrELO! 


THIS MUST BE 
SOMETHING 
MORE... 


THAT COSTUMED MAN... 
HE'S UPROOTED THE 
WHOLE BAXTER BUILDING! | 
BUT THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE ! 
EVEN WITH THE REINFORCED 
SUPERSTRUCTURE... 


THE BUILDING SHOULD 
CRUMBLE UNDER ITS 
OWN WEIGHT! 4 


A 
ii, 


(Aa, 


= &9. 


' RESe, 
Cr 


TE 
737 a, 


= 


LT, 


AND, AS THE BURNING, BLAZING HUMAN TORCH 
STREAKS DOWNWARDS... (TT 


«ex SPEARS OF FIRE 
PRECEDE IM... 


w 


OKAY, MISTER MUSCLE, IF YOU'RE UH-oH, HE 
HERE TO PUBLICIZE THE LATEST CAN &LY TOO! 
NEW WAVE ROCK GROUP WE 1 WONDER IF 
AIN'T INTERESTED. HES GOTANY É 4 
OTHER TRICKS O 
UP HIS SLEEVE? 


YOU MAY BE 
SUPER- STRONG, 
BUT THIS FLAME 
CAGE SHOULD 
HOLD YOU UNTIL 
REED FIGURES 
OUT WHAT TO 
DO WITH you / 


(SS: 

-.. AND QUICKLY LEARNS E SS AS 

MIS OPPONENT POSSESSES NR ESB, e % 

MORE THAN STRENGTH E N ye 
AND FLIGHT, E SE: í 


Z 


A ddados 


HE...HITME 
SO FAST 1 DIDN'T À 
EVEN SEE HIM 
MOVE! 


IM LUCKY MY RIBS HE DIDN'T SEEM TOO 
AREN'T CAVED IN. BOTHERED BY MY FLAME 
AT dr TENS, 
ER. 


NO WONDER 7 LET'S SEE HOW HE 
HE WAS ABLE |F LIKES A CONTROLLED 
TO TAKE OUT NOVA-GLAST! 


THE THING. I'VE 
MUCH POWER IN ) E 


NEVER SEEN SO Pes 1] 
SOMEONE THAT E 
HUMAN-LOOKING! Í É af 


AROUND GLADIATOR THE VERY AIR // 4 HE TOOK IT/MY FULL NOVA-BLAST! 
/TSELE BURNS! ENOUGH TO RAZE THE WHOLE o 


CiTY BLOCK IF T'D LET IT LOOSE! 
AND, FROM THE 
HEART OE THAT 
AWESOME FIRE... 


A 


AND IT DIDN'T 
EVEN PHASE... 


mM AA 
nto de 
48 


CLADIATOR PLURSES HIS LIPS, 
AND À MURRICANE WHIPS 


»s2 Gail 


HE--HE BLEW ME OUT! 
LIKE T WAS ATWO CENT 
CANDLE! WHO 4S THIS GUY? (O) 


JUST GO LIMP! 
I've GoT YOU! 


you KNOW FULL 


AND ÀS THE MAN CALLED 
MISTER FANTASTIC 
TWISTSE HIS INCREDIBLE, 
ELASTIC BODY TO LOWER 
HIS PARTNER SAFELY 

7O THE STREET... 


WSEE JUST ABOUT ANY RECENT 
(SSUE OF THE UNCANNY A-MEN! 


“A 
ALL RIGHT, MY FRIEND, I'VE 
VERSAL. 


GOT OUR ZW/ 
TRANSLATOR NOM. SO, 
TALK, WHO ARE YOU 
WHY ARE YOU ATTACK- 

ING US? 


WELL WHO T AM, 
I AM GLADLATOR, 
PRAETOR OF THE 
(IMPERIAL GUARO 
OF THE S4 498 
EMPIRES 


DO NOT SEEK TO 
MOCK ME, S&RULL! 


!SKRULL 2! IMAGES EXPLODE | | NO! THIS IS SOME 
GREAT SCOTT, NOW ACROSS GLAD/- DEVIOUS SKRULL 

L UNDERSTAND YOUR ATORS MIND. TRICK. YOU CANNOT 

HOSTILITY, BUT WE'RE Fe DECEIVE ME! TAM 

NOT SKRULLS. WE'RE 


I WAS PURSU- 
THE ZANTAS TIC FOUR. ING SKRULLS. 


THEY HAD EN- 
CROACHED UPON 
IMPERIAL SPACE... 


WE, TOO, UT F A 
HAVE £odGáT JA 
THE SKRULLS, Z 


HING HAPPENED 
--. SOMETHING... 


AND 1 WILL DESTROY YOU 
ALL! FOR SHI'AR! FOR THE 
WS EMPRESS LILANDRA ! 


I... THOUGHT FOR 
a A MOMENT HE WAS CLADIATOR HURTLES INTO 
GOING TO SEE REASON... MISTER FANTASTIC . - - 


STRETCHING AND WRENCHING REEDS SUPER- NOT EAR [HE'LL KILL HIM! REED 
PLIABLE FORM BEYOND EVEN (TS LIMITS. ABOVE... | CAN'T o THAT 


ASSUME ANY SHAPE 
YOU WISH, SKRULL. 


T'VE GOT TO 
DO SOMETHING... 
WHEN HE SHIFTS 

HIS GRIP... 


' 1X AA, Rex" 7 
Mm AN E 
ú LA | 4 
4 | 
CB 


BUTE SUSAN RICHARD, 
THINKS GLADIATOR Will 
WELD TO À PRISON He 


FIGHTING 
AGAINST THE 
FIELD. YET... 

[T'S MORE 
THAN JUST 
STRENGTH. 


a, 


ds, 


4d 7 q 


> 
E TU O 
/T MATTERS NOT THAT HS OPPONENT 1...CAN'T HOLD IT. 
BE MAN, NOMAN OR CHILD. HE HE'S PUMMELING SO 
CRAVES ONLY VICTORY. FURIOUSLY... 


A IF Z DON'T RE- 
Z LEASE HIM SOON THE 700 LATE. 
FEEDBACK WILL... 


INDESCRIBABLE ACONY FUNNELS 
BACK THROUECH GSUES FORCE FIELD 
AND ROS ACROSS HER COSMIC — 
RAY ALTERED CELLS... 


HIS REACTION TO THIS DIMINUI TIVE 
(77 ALL FOUR OF THE SHAPE- ASSALLT (5 SCARCELY MORE AE 
CHANGING SKRULLS HAVE FALLEN, THAN À FLICK OE THE WRIST. . 


BUT YOUNG FRANKLIN 
RICHAROS CAREENS ACROSS 
YOU HURT THE ROOM AS THOUGH STRUCK 
MY MOMMY! EY A THUNDERBOLT. 


IM GONNA SHOW 
YOU, BAD MAN. 


DEEP WiTHIN É je POWER RIPPLES 

MIS MEUTANT ks p THROUGH THE POWER WHICH ONCE 
BRAIN SOME- : DARK CHANNELS - THREATENED TO LAY 
THING STIRS. - OE MIS PSEYCHE. - E MASTE TO THE WORLD... 


POWER WHICH ULTIMATELY FINDS Nx N ELADIATOR CAN ONLY SE AMUSED 
NO AVENUE OF RELEASE. ES BY ERANKLINS NOW MEANINCLESS 


me | Is Ê ú ae 


WEEKS AGO FRANKLIN 


BRAIN, BLOCKING THE USE 
TI 0£ 415 NEARLY UNCIMITED 
* 


NOW, ATA TIME WHEN. |[— 


e ) 


= 


LPS RD; 


DON'T SEE JOHNNY OR REED, 
BUT SUZIE LOOKS IN REAL 
BAD SHAPE. 


NR 


y; ; a a 4 
nm OP” CURA ARCA 
EST BIA SenciaroR seems 

2 TEM (R| AWARE Or Tue THING 
ESSES NB C49RGE GEMOST GE- 


| ZORE LT HAS BEGUN. 


Ny ay 5* BY ACCIDENT OR DESIEN, THE 
GN SUPER-HUMAN ALIEN IS 
AN À AS STACCERED BACK BY BENS 
UMA DITAS E à ASSAUMT. 


= 


0 


) A 

A — 

N 

é DAS 
de ÉS 


O 


NY 
rs 
GLOBBERIN | 
R TIME? &£ 


BUT THE THING'S FAMOUS BATTLE CRY 1$ BRAVADO AND 
NO MORE. STILL DAZED AND WEAR, ME IS NO MATCH FOR 
GLADIATOR. - 


pç . L. 


EGLADIATORS VICTORY CRY 
SHATTERS WINDOWS FOR 
BLOCKS AROLNO. 


ME 1 WITHOUT DOUET 

THAT NO ONE ON ALL 

THIS TINY WORLD 5 À 
MATCH FOR HIM -— 


YOU ARE NOT 
VICTOR YET, 

WARRIOR OF 
THE SHIAR... 


NOR SHALL YOU 
BE, UNTIL YOU HAVE 
VANQUISHED 445.7 


EA] 
SUE 


THE X-MEN RUSH TO 
THE RESCUE--OR DO 
THEY? CAPTAIN AMERICA 
AND SPIDER-MAN 
GUEST STAR IN... 


FACTO 


; 
AND THAT IS 
SOMETHING 

YOU WILL 
NEVER DO! 


OUR 250TH 
SLAM-BANG 
CELEBRATION. 


20]MARVEL COMICS GROUP 


% 
' 
Ed 


= + 


TWICE AS MANY PAGES. 
TWICE AS MANY THRILLS! 
E? Es Sá E ) 
o, 
No Po: 
Dea? sd Á 


= 


ti a 
NA 


OUR REGULAR CAST (5... OTHERWISE 
INVOLVED. . . BUT, (E YOU LL BEAR WITH 
US WELL MAKE EVERYTHING 

CLEAR AS WE GO ALONG. 


AND, I CAN'T IMAGINE 
q Gus 
N Ape ANYWAY. 


WHATEVER THIS THING [S, IT MUST 
NOT PRESENT ANY... HEY, IT'S 
WARM, ÀS IF ITS... 

CJ 


PEÃO 
PAI A 
499% 


o é 


o 


IN 


FOUR ARE 
BIG TROUBLE! 


MOVINE WITH ALL THE 
SPEED AND AGILITY OF 
US NAMESAKE, SIDER» 
MAN LANCHES INTO 
ACTION. (2] 


SEA 
(EN = 
TI THIN 


MY QUESTION, 
* FRIEND, 


Á 


4 


HE 74/NG THROUGH A WALL! 
Ss. 


À , 
g| 
q 


PY SR) ; 


PAPA RM 
yr (2 À > 
4, 


P | 


Boy, HE LOOKS IN PROFESSOR WH-WHAT... S-SPIDER- 
Adi caça 
SHAP 


ES--YES, 1 REMEMBER. 
1 WAS A77ACKED--ALL 
OF THE FANTASTIC FOUR 
WERE ATTACKED-- By AN 

INCREDIBLE BEING. 


Ox 
PASSA 


P LONG. SUDDENLY THE 
WHOLE BUILDING WAS 
ROCKING -.. 


SKRULLS ? HE 
THINKS YOU 


A CLÁSSIC 
CASE OF 
MISTAKEN 
IDENTITY! 


HAPPENED TO AMY WIFE AND, 


SON, T MUST FIND OUT. 
ANO, I THINK 

I MAY HAVE 

DEDUCED 

GLADIATOR'5 


SINGLE 
WEAKNESS. 


1 DON'T KNOW THE ORIGIN OF 

GLADIATOR'S MISCONCEPTION, BUT 

THE SHAPE-CHANGING SKRULLS 

HAVE IMPERSONATED THE FANTAS - 

TIC FOUR BEFORE. CLEARLY HE 
BELIEVES THEY ARE DOING 

Db» SO AGAIN. Em 


| 


HANG ON TIGHT, PROF. 
ACK 


I'LL HAVE YOU É 


TO YOUR 4YQ QUICKER 


THAN YOU CAN SAY 
7º TONAM 
TAMESON. 


I'D SAY HE NEEDS DISILLUSIONING. 
JUST POINT ME AT HIM, REED. 
WE'LL FIND OUT HOW HE 
STANDS UP AGAINST THE 
PROPORTIONATE STRENGTH 

OF A SPIDER! 


NO, SPIDER-MAN! 
x 


HELP ME GET 
BACK TO THE 
BAXTER 
BUILDING. 


BUT AS THE TWO 
SWING ÁCROSS 
NME CITY ca 


TAKES THEM OVER 
THE SCENE OR 

À GLADIATOR'S CONFRON- 
ZAT/ON WITH FOUR 
FAMILIAR FIGURES. 


BUT THAT CONFRONTATION TAKES PLACE IN A LANGUAGE NOT OF THIS EARTH. - 


A-MEN: DO NOT INVOLVE YOURSELVES YOUR BATTLE HERE |5 NOT 
IN THIS CONFLICT. T HAVE DEFEATED YET EVEN BEGUN, WARRIOR 
THE MASQUERADING SKRULLS, AND OF THE SH'IAR. YOU WILL 
DO NOT WiSH TO HARM ANY OF YOU, NOT BE VICTOR UNTIL YOU 
HAVE VANQUISHED US! 


AND THAT 
[8 SOMETHING 
YOU WILL 
NEVER DO! 


SO SUDDEN AND FEROCIOUS 18 THE 

ASSAULT, THAT EVEN THE SEEMINGLY 

INVULNERABLE GLADIATOR [5 
STACGERED BACK. - 


WHAT MADNESS 

[S THIS? THE X-MEN 
AND T LAST STOOD 
TOGETHER AS ALLIES? 
DO THEY NOW SIDE 

o WITH SKRULLS * 


O) 
STRIKE 


NOW, MY 
COMRADES! 


P Lá » b 
Gs Zed 
Hoc x men Fise-rs7! (5 


1 


*UNGH!£ WHAT HAPPENED? É ]| DON'T KNOW HOW THEY BUT AS A STULLGROGEY N | 
LAST THING 1 REMEMBER... HAPPENED TO TURN UP SO JOHNNY STORM HURRIES NS 
THAT CLOWN WITH THE FUNKY || CONVENIENTLY, BUT THEY TOWARD THE SCENE OF EE 
HAIRDO BLEW OUT MY FLAME...) | WON'T LAST LONG UNLESS BATTLE... 
o THE MUMAN TOROM PITCHES 
IN. 


Ee 
Qt» & 
) W9 | Ê 


= 


W 


“THE ZH/NG WAS FIGHTING THAT REFUGEE FROM A “ AND THE BAD GUY HIT HIM WITH THAT Bus!" À 


PUNK-ROCK GROUP-- 


T DON'T SEE ANY ORDINARILY 1 WOULDN'T JM | HANG ON, 

SIGN OF THE THING WORRY-- HE'S AWFU BIG BUDDY. 

HAVING DUG HIS TOUGH-- BUT He' Í'LL SOON 

WAY OUT OF ke TAKEN A TERRIF HAVE YOU 
- BEATING. AN OUT! 


BURNING HOTTER THAN THE HOTTEST ACETYLENE FLAME, 
THE TORCH SLICES INTO THE RUNED BUS 
LARTNER. 


GOTTA CONTROL +». AND THERE'S 
GASOLINE AND OIL 
ALL OVER THE 
e STREET. 
-. + 


MY FLAME EXACTLY. 
A O r NAN 
y 


THE AIR'S FULL OF 
GAS FUMES.., 


BLAST! HIS ROCKY HIDE'S 

SO THICK I CAN'T TELL 

IF HIS HEARTS 
BEATING. é 


) 
4 ! . 
y VA 


STILL 


Bi 


a 4 
DaSiza > 


E S (a 
MODE, 


7 y 


É 
MA 62 


; 
Dl 


rara 


NEVERTHELESS /7 TAKES JOANNA 
ONLY A FEW MINUTES TO CUT 
THROSGH TO HIS FRIEND AN 


WHAT CAN 1 DO? MOUTH TO 
MOUTH RESUSCITATION WON'T 
WORK, IT'S IMPOSSIBLE WITH THE 
STRUCTURE OF BEN'S MOUTH-- 
BESIDES, HE MIGHT HAVE 

BROKEN RIBS... 


(7, 


Sd 
et A 


HE'S PROBABLY IN 
SHOCK! GOTTA GENER- 
ATE HEAT Apa 

| 


“O 
A - — 
“ 9 
W 
PN A 


eg 
es 
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A FEW BLOCKS AWAY IN THE f 7H MOMMY Z 
CELESTIAL SCANNING LAB ON À MOMMY, ARE YOU 
THE THIRTY-FOURTH ELOOR AS OKAY? THE BAD 
OF THE BAXTER BUILDING. - - , “mo MAN'S GONE NOW, 
VU A E MOMMAY. 


OOHH, MY HEAD! 
IT FEELAS IF MY 

A 

Õ 


A SKULL 15 LINEO WITH 
Na do SANDPAPER. 
Es f Ph] “SPIDEY-MAN'? T SHOULD HAVE KNOWN 


| »; s 
sue! crankein” VARA EA 
WHERE'S BEN 2 h Vips 05: THAT WOULD HAPPEN WHEN T LET THE 


a NY | ELECTRIC COomBANY CALL ME "SPIDEY” 
UR, É 


Ss AT: 
ER... THAT'S 
E SE/DER-MAN, À 
Til FRANKLIN. SUE, DARLING, W 
ARE YOU ALL 
RIGHT? 


I-I THINK SO. I 
ENCASED GLADIATOR 
IN ONE OF MY /WWíSIGLE 
FORCE FIELDS, BUT UE 
FOUGHT BACK AGAINST 
JT. SOME KIND OF... 
FEEDBACK KNOCKED 

Ta 


FEEDBACK? SUSAN, DO ; 4, THAT'S IT! IT ALL BUT, REED, 
YOU REMEMBER THE 3/0 FITS! IT EXPLAINS WHAT IS IT2 
NATURE OF ITZ HOW IT 4 - d EVERYTHING / Es WHAT HAVE YOU 
FELT? IT COULD BE é í COME ON, SUE, a) DEDUCED 2 
IMPORTANT... é WE Ra ORE 
Ê TO É 


1 THOUGHT AT THE 
TIME THAT IT WAS THE ANSWER, 
MORE THAN PHYSICAL USAN/ THE ONLY 
FORCE. A... OSYCAIO POSSIBLE 
PRESSURE... ANSWER! 


WELL, THEY SEEM TO 


HOPE THEY 
AREN'T 

EXPECTING 
ME TO 
BAGBY-SIT. 


ND, AS SPIDER- MAN suuncs VS 


dl 


HSEE CAPTAIN AMERICA 
A IQTE FOR DETMNLS S 


- Ngk | 
; , 
A 


I HAVEN'T 


BEEN 


DELIBERATELY 


ANOIDING 
BERNIE. IT' 


YOU, 
JUST... 


T THINK I'LL DO 
MORE THAN THAT. 
CO) 


BUT FIRST A 
LITTLE HANDY-DANDY 
WEBBING OVER THIS 

NASTY HOLE. 


NOW, LET'S FIND 
THIS GLADIATOR 


Ip 


TR N 


E 


> 


q 
FEW BLOCKS 
DISTANT, IN 
QUIET RESTAU- 
KANT... 


GOD, MOTHER AND I'M FINE, BERNIE. 

COUNTRY! WHATIN «| GET YOURSELF UNDER 
BLAZES |5 GOING MM | COVER SOMENHERE. 
ON OUT THERE? 2 q 


“+ 
STEVE, WHAT 


HAPPENED 2 2 
ARE YOU OKAY 
STEVE? 
GONE AGAIN! THAT MAN IS AND, ON À DESERTED ROOFTOP 
JUST LIKE ABSOLUTELY LESS THAN A BLOCK AWAY. . 
THAT! ASTOUNDING. 


BUT WHATEVER IT IS 
THAT'S CAUSING THAT 


SOMETHING ND 


TELLS ME IM GOING - 
TO NEED A LOT OF g j 
TIME TO ADJUST «es à 
TO THIS NEW ; a ) b AUTHORITIES CAN 
RELATIONSHIP/ NB HANDLE ALONE, 
AND THAT'S IN HIS PLACE, 
were T (DO O at S A STAR- 
COME IN... a ER g SPANGLED 
= É LIVING LEGEND 
AD BOUNDS TOWAROS 
O mA: THE FIGHT. 
THE TRANSFORMATION PO nm ARS 
(8 COMPLETE. STEVE Ny 


ROGERS (5 GONE... / 4 


+ 


HE 1S CARTAIN 
AMERICA! (19) 


AMA AA THE X-MEN/OR 
-| MOST OF 'EM. 
=) BUT WHO ARE 
| + THEY FIGHTING? 
) | o 
ESA 


os 


Y 


STOP THIS FUTILE AGGRESSION, 
X-MEN! T AM MORE POWERFUL 
THAN ALL OF YOU COMBINED. 


COLOSSUS, 
HAVE 

DEFEATED 

YOU BEFORE: 


YOU WASTE 
WORDS. 

CRUSH HIM 
QUICKLY ! 


CRUSH HIM, CYCLOPS ? 
CRUSH ONE WHO HAS 
FLOWN THROUGH THE 
HEART OF STARS AND A 
MONVED WHOLE PLANETS 

AT WILLZ 


ANDO AS CAPTAN 


À ISMÉERICA QUICKLY 


SCANS MS MEMORIES 

OF THE AVENGERS 

FILE ON SUPER — 
VILLAINS. - 


ATONCE AND SOONER, WE q PERHAPS EA 


COLOSSUS ! IT HAS NOT NKANNS BUT I HAVE POWER 
BEEN MY PLEASURE TO Ns YOU CANNOT GUESS. 
DEAL WITH GLADIATOR R 


-- AND FROM THEM 
SELECT RADIATIONS OF 
SPECIFIC WAVELENGTHS... 


PAIN SUCH AS GLADIATOR 
HAS NEVER KNOWN EXPLODES 
THROUGH ME LINEAR THEY 


STOP HIM, 


AS CRY LS TERRMEXINE, ANIMAL/S TIC. 
7HE SOUND OF A CREATURE 
SUDDENLY STRIPPRED OF ALL 
LPRETENSE OF HUMAN! TX. 


/ 


THIS PARTY 
ALTOGETHER : 
LL PL E 
O END YOUR [o 
ENSE ONCE 
FOR A 
AAfbi 


EAS 


LL/ 


Po ES 


ps 
2, 


Ww 
Tf 
NS 
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IT 
> ME 

NO 

AN 


às 
7 
BU 
SU 
98 


| SPIDER-MANZ 


DON'T KNOW WHAT'S 
GOT INTO YOU, BLUE, 
BUT IF SOME BADDIES 
CONTROLLING YOUR 


s 


O, bo, 
Rs x PRE 


ERÊ É RN 
Ras tecoc ro ag10 00 
Ao 


a 


e: 


AN IMPOSSIELE MD-AIR FLIP. AN] 
> SS 


SINCE WHEN [5 


NIGHTCRAWLER 
+ SO 


> 


N STARTLED BY THE POWER 


O, 7 ZACK, 
N SD/DER-MAN LOSES MIS GRIP ON HIS WEB-LINE...| 


EXCELLENT! T WAS 
ABLE TO TWIST SO 
HE TOOK THE WORST 
OF THE IMPACT. 

HE |S STUNNED. 


AND NOW, SINCE T AM 
ENCUMBERED WITH THESE 
RIDICULOUS FANGS... 


T Va 
STRONG? YE 


I'M AFRAID 

YOUR BODY'5 
GONNA TAKE 
THE KNOCKS. 


IN] Pa 
BUT IF YOU'VE SUDDENLY | HOW'S ABOUT WE GO INSOLENT PIG! You 
DEVELOPED VAMPIRIC SEE YOUR PARTNERS HAVE INTERFERED IN 
TENDENCIES, I MAY HAVE 4 d | AND CALL A HALT TO A WARRIOR'S 
TO GET DECIDEDLY f ] | THIS FOOLISHNESS o RIGHTFUL KILL/ 
Á BEFORE SOMEONE | 
Á | REALLY GETS HURT? 


BUT A BLIND MAN COULD 


UNDERSTAND HAVE SEEN THAT ATTACK 
COMING. 


WHAT YOU'RE 
SAYING, 
FRIEND... 


> 


Codi E ra 
SOMEONE 
CEPIS 


THAT BLOW WOULD HAVE YÚ BLAST! IT'S THE BIG N 
TAKEN OFE MY HEAD-- RUSSIAN-- COLOSSUS -- BUT 
IF 1 HADN'T ROLLED () HOW'D HE GET SO CLOSE 
FORWARD WITH (T/ WITHOUT ME NOTICING ? 
(o) E 


'4 
YU 


SUDDENLY ABLE 
TO CHANGE 
SIZE AT WILL! 


N CYCLOPS, YOUR POWER 
3 HAS CHANGED SINCE | 
ae WE MET, BUT 


a J O MATTER. 
ut y E 

2 = 

ANS | 


(— 


WHOLE CITY! I 

SHALL STILL 

CONQUER YOU 
ALL! á 


er 


AND WHAT THE HECK 
DID COLOSSUS HIT HIM 
WITH THAT SHIELD |S 
SUPPOSED TO ABSORB 
ANY IMPACT/ 


AND, À BLOCK OR 
SO DIS. 


UNGÍ ANYONE EVER 
TELL YOU YOU'VE GOT 
A REAL TALENT FOR 
UNDERSTATEMENT, 
TORCHIE 2 


SORRY, HOT 
SHOT, 1 WUZN'T 


EASY, OL BUDDY. YOU'VE TAKEN ONE HECKUVA 
BEATING. DON'T TRY TO MOVE AROUND 


TOO MUCH JUST YET. 


I'LL BE LUCKY 
IF I EVER PLAY 
THE VIOLIN 
AGAIN ! 


FILL ME IN. 
WHAT HAPPENED 
WHILE I WUZ 

COUNTING 
BIRDIES Z 


LISSENIN! DID YOU ss 


SAY SOMETHIN'2 


AFTER A QUICK SINOLSIS. . 
THE X-MEN, HUH2 T 


MIGHTA KNOWN THIS 
GREY GUY WOULD BE 
MIXED UP WITH THEM 
ODDBALLS. 


LET'S GO 
BREAK SOME 
HEADS, PAL. 


à, N-NOT A THING, 
| BEN. NOT A THING! js 


AWRIGHT THEN -- 


/75 CLOBBERN” 


e, 


4 €. 
dei 
2 
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»/ A ; 
--/N AN ARTISTS STUDIO 
SEVERAL BLOCKS AWAY... 
é | “ q 


WE INTERRUP 


THIS PROGRAM 
FOR A NEWS BULLETIN, 


IN THE BATTLE CURRENTLY 
RAGING BETWEEN THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR AND A o 
GREY- SKINNED SUPER-BEING. 


GAIA, 
- 


OR, TO PUT THAT 
ANOTHER WAY... 


o” 
EE A ND AS ONE HÁLE OF 
à 74E EARTAS MOST 
à AMAZING QUARTET 


! E & = 3 
T De BR: 

Za 
ML AA 

THE GENTLE STRANS OF SOFT MUSIC 


ACCOMPANY THE DELICATE MOVEMENTS 
OF A BLIND SCULOTRESS. - . 


ALICIA MASTERS FEELS THE AGONY WELL 
LL INSIDE HER AGAIN. THE ALL TOO FAMILIAR 
PAIN IN HER HEART. . 


WHEN WILL IT ALL 

END? WHEN WILL 

YOU FIND THE PEACE 
YOU CRAVE? 


LEAVING THE 
THINGS LADY- 
LOVE TO HER 
PRIVATE 
ANGUISH. . . 


q. 


AR k WE NOW TURN BACK 
A TO THE FIVE STORY 
= TOWER OF THE 

nf) BAXTER BUILDING. - - 
L DON'T HAVE TIME TO EXPLAIN IN 
DETAIL RIGHT NOW, HONEY. JUST 
REMEMBER WHAT 1 SAID WHEN 
HE PICKED UP THE WHOLE 

BAXTER BUILDING. 


EXACTLY! THAT 
MEANS GLADIATOR 
MUST BE USING SOME- 


AND, |F IVE GUESSED 

CORRECTLY ABOUT JUST 

WHAT THAT SOMETHING 
EXTRA IS... 


THIS SHOULD 
BE ENOUGH TO 
DEFEAT HIM. 


AND IN THE SMALLEST OF THE | 
MANY LABORATORIES HOUSED 
THERE = 


BUT REED, 
I STILL DON'T 
UNDERSTAND. 


a 


YOU SAID THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN 

IMPOSSIBLE-- THAT THE BUILDING'S 

OWN WEIGHT SHOULD HAVE TORN 
IT APART. 


mr - pc cc am CS 


eo 


--BE OF USE AGAINST 
SOMEONE LIKE 
GLADIATOR 2 


Sara 


EEE ADS E 


=— 
IN CONTROL 
OF THEIR 
OWN MINDS. 


na W E REV Y, 

I DON'T REALLY PN VEDA, Y RE ; 
WANNA MURT J EM RE: "rá 
YA y f po é 


ANYBODY.... N 
« 


[E 


= Ó 
O 
fam 


PE 


7 
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A ZA O 2 A, 
DA) é 


AND, ABOVE... 


P 


efe 


* 


You CAN HURT 
ME WITH YOUR 
RADIATION BLASTS, 
BUT ONLY IF YOU 
CAN MT ME! 


Gu À I 1 R 
CuRSES OF A THOUSAND YR e | WHAT'S HE MUMBLING 
DYING MOONS! GLADIATOR ra | ABOUT? AND WHAT THE 
[5 EVADING OUR ATTACKS. ECK KINDA LANGUAGE IS 
w MORE AIR- >, THAT? NIGHTCRAWLER'S 


BUT THAT SURE AIN'T 
DELTSCHE HES SLERECHEN... 


THEN, AS THE STILL-GROGGSY SPIDER-MAN 
TRUES TO CONVOREMEND WHAT [5 GONG ON 


AROUND HIM... ; ER 
= 
Es 


MIGHTERANLER DUCKS 
BEHIND A WRECK.. . 


ANGEL? NHERED HE THEN, I'M GONNA OKAY TALL,TAILED N 
COME FROM? HE GET SOME AND TEUTÔNIC, IT'S 
COULDN'T HAVE BEEN E ANSWERS! As YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBOR- 
HIDING BEHIND THAT RAR HOOD SPIDER... 

CAR ALL THIS TIME... 


7 THAT SETTLES 
IT! TIM GONNA PAY 
NIGHTCRAWLER 
BACK FOR SOME 
BRUISES... 


HE'S GONE! BUT 
I WAS WATCHING 
THE WHOLE TIME! 


HE COULDN'T HAVE TELE- 
PORTED WITHOUT ME SEE- 
E é ING HIS FIRE AND BRIM- 
e STONE EFFECT... 


LIES aê 


/N THE MIDST OF 
o: ; BATTLE, ALMOST 
QUICKLY ! TOO QUICKLY TO BE 
GIvE ME FOLLOWED, À TINY 
A RADI- 7, OBTECT CHÂNGES 
BLASTER! À )) : MANDS. 


ET ; 
LL 4” f 

ANGEL? YES! 

YES, OF COURSE! 


(E AS BAINELL... 


THEN, AS GLADIATOR FALLS... 


I HAVE BEEN PREPARED 
TO DEAL WITH YOU. YOUR 
FIRE CANNOT HARM ME, 


> 
EVEN YOUR 
VAUNTED 
NOVA GLAST 
WOULD HAVE 
NO EFFECT 
UPON MY 
SPECIALLY 
TREATED 

CELLS. 


THUS, AT LAST, 
BEGINS THE PROJECT 
WITH WHICH WE 
WERE CHARGED BY 
OUR EMPRESS ! 


ANGEL, WHAT THE HECKS 
GOING ON HERE? T SAW 
YOUR BUDDIES TRYING 
TO TRASH CAP AND THE 
WEB-SLINGER. 


Tue anceLs CJ 
ALWAYS BEEN 
TOUGH-- BUT 
NEVER LIKE 

THIS! 


YOU'RE GOING 
AFTER THE 
BAD-GUY 
NOWZ 


THE DESTRUCTION 
OF THE 
FANTASTIC 
FOUR! 


NO AS THE TORCH PONDERS THAT 
CONUNDRUM... 


WHYy DO WE NEED 
TO FLY TO THE 
BATTLE ZONE, 


A CLUMSY-LOOKING LÊ 

CRAFT RISES FROM AA 
AGREED, SUE, 
BUT USING THIS 


MEDIUM RANGE ; 
LAN TAST/- CAR... 


THE HANGAR DECK 


YONRE CERTAIN THAT 
WE NOW HAVE THE 
MEANS TO DEFEAT 
GLADIATOR -- EVEN 
THOUGH HE EASILY 
SMASHED THROUGH 

US BEFORE? 


UNFORTUNATELY CAUGHT UP IN BATTLE, 
WE REACTED AGAINST WHAT WE 
THOUGHT HIS POWERS TO BE. 


OUR INDIVIDUAL POWERS 
ARE ENOUGH TO GET US 
THERE JUST 4S FAST. 


«» -NILL PROVIDE US WITH 
A TÁCTICAL OVERVIEW 
OF THE AREA, 


WE WERE VICTIMS OF 
OUR OWN PERCEPTIONS, 
SUE, EVERY MANIFESTATION 
OF GLADIATOR'S POWER 
PROVED HE WAS DOING 
SOMETHING OTHER THAN 
WHAT HE APPEARED 
TO BE DOING. 


NOW, BY USING My MODIFIED 
THOUGHT PROTECTOR... 


WAIT-- THERE BELOW! 
JUST THE MAN 
NECESSARY TO MAKE 
MY PLAN WORK ! 


ta 

da 
Ra 

Ra 
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WR 19% 
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RENA 
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ROS 


E 
ES BUT WE AIN'T NEVER REALLY 
DUKED IT OUT, SO 1 DON'T 
= KNOW HOW STRONG HE... 
= ES - 


CYCLOLS! SNUCK UP ON ME 
WITH THAT BLASTED BEAM 
OF His T..WAI 


... 2... T 
MINUTE! THAT GURNEOD 
My BACK/ 


= 


DON'T MOVE, SONNY, VOZ A 
Õ DD a Bam ese PN 
, EE 4 
BEAM AIN'T YO7:/ j AS POSSIBLE! E 


I EACH EQUALLY SUITED 
MANY SUN-CYCLES TO DESTROY YOU OR YOUR 


FOR THIS BATTLE. / ACCURSED SISTER 


/NSTINCTIVELY 
VOMNNY DEUCKS. - 
AND THE CRUDE 
MISSULE. .. 


DEATH 18 NEARLY INSTANTANEOUS. 
THERE ($ TIME ONLY FOR 4 CON- 
FUSED JUMEBLE OF MEMORIES. - - 


À 


FOR, THOUGH 
| 77 /5 CLEARLY 


WHAT LANDS (5 y 


E 


EN 


V/A 


YOUR FINAL 


YOUR FAREWELL 
TO THE COSMOS! 


| 
N 
N 
| 


1///// 000/77 


TH 
SPEAKS TRUE... da 
Cu) 


BEING. LI AM A DEAD 
MAN, UNLESS... 


THE MARK OE A WARRIOR 1S THAT I DID IT! THE WITCH IS 
HE SURRENDERS ONLY AT THE UNBALANCED, AND ALREADY 
INSTANT OE BIS DESTA. I mao Que o 


p= 


[=| 


4 Pa 


Po! A EE ad 
D GLADIATOR 18 A WARRIOR | 
EIRST LAST ANO ALWAYS 


aa AA 
E : 
Cd ER AE 


WAYS, YOU DARE TOO | SO, GLADIATOR. WRONG IN YOUR 

MUCH! T SMASHED YOU a YOU'VE MADE TOO ASSUMPTION. 

ONCE, THIS TIME T = MANY MISTAKES MY THREE 
WILL KILL YOU! a ALREADY. Ê PARTNERS AND 


SCUM OF THE SPACE- | 1 DON'T THINK NY YOU'RE ALSO 
s 


q 


TI ARE NOT 
SKRULLS. 


RO 
E 
E 
8 


Ra 


AND YOU'RE WRONG 
TO THINK YOUR POWER 
CAN HARM US NOW... 


OF YOUR GREAT POWER. AND 
I HAVE CANCELLED IT. 


THE ATTACK (S ALMOST INVISISLY YOU CAN DO 
FAST; AND ALMOST IMMEASURABLY NOTHING 
POWERFUL. AGAINST ME, 


NOTHING? NOTHING? MAN 74/ 24/ /1/574N7 ME 
INSOLENT IMPOSTOR! | G2COMES À BLiIR OF 
LEARN THE EXTENT 


| MGIRLING ELSTE - 
OF GLADIATOR'S Aeee THE MOCRING FIGURE 
VNOTHING!! N MA BEFORE HIM. 


[É6, dv dt 
BUT, EVEN WHEN TWO RUBY GEAMS ANO A TINY OOUSGT SLOSSOMS 
LANCE FROM ELADIATOR E EYES -— N À | N GLADIATOR E HEART. 
BEAMS HOT TER THAN À STAR-- 


se | 
MESITATES... 


à REMAINS UNMOVED. 


(T NORKED! OUR E CONGRATULATIONS, 
SUBTERFUGE FOOLED INSTANT T WAS REED! YOU READ 


HIM JUST ENOUGH ABLE TO KNOCK 

TO MAKE HIM DOUBT /[SRx HIM OUT WITH AN 

HIS OWN POWER FOR INVISIBLE FORCE 
A MOMENT. I 


PER === / 


IT WAS OBVIOUS 
ONCE T PUT MY 
MIND TO IT, CAP. 


EX 


po 


ALTHOUGH GLADIATOR CLEARLY h4 KNOWING THAT, ALL WE 
POSSESSES SUPER-HUMAN PHYSICAL NEEDED WAS A SCENARIO 
TRAITS, (T WAS APPARENT THAT WHICH WOULD CAUSE HIM 
MUCH OF HIS POWER |S ACTUALLY TO DOUBT HIS OWN 
PSIONIC IN NATURE -- MENTAL ABILITIES, SO THAT WE 
POWERS SUCH AS PYROKINESIS, COULD STRIKE 
TELEKINESIS, AND LEVITATION. TMYROLUGH THEM. 


7 ES 


Yi 


SO T USEDMY 
THOLIGHT PROJECTION 
HELMET TO GENERATE 
AN IMAGE OF MYSELF 
OVER OUR STAR- 
SPANGLED FRIEND... 


THIS FELLA 
EXACTLY! 


“REED RICHAROS 
WAVERS, MIRAGE- 
LIKE... 


Es 
AND Cera 
AMERICA STANOS 
LN HS PLACE L 


GLADIATOR 

THOUGHT HE 

WAS STRIKING 
AT YOU... 


NOW, LET'S DEAL 


IR 
NE 


de 


L 
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THIS IS 

JUST I 

DANDY/ 7] 
á 


SKRULLS... 


Eee [ 
SIE a 


“2 = 

/ a HEY, EVEN 
Á A] NAZIS ARE 
“a NICER THAN 
= / You cREEPS! 


SO 1 DON'T IT HAS BEEN À LONG TIME 
HAFTA HOLD, Wo SINCE THE MIGHTY-MUSCLED 
BACK AT ALL! DD, / THING MAS DARE, 
E / LOOSE W/TH ALL MIS AWE- 
N SOME STRENGTH - - - 


$ q 
LES, 
e Day a? 


ABOVE... 


AND WHAT DO 
WE KNOW ABOUT 
- O SoBERSRRUML E 
OKAY, SO THESE ARE 4 
rito NGC REALLY HAS POWERS. 
REAL X-MEN. 


NORMAL SKRULLS ANY POWERS N 
CAN SHAPE-CHANGE, THEY SEEM TO 
—- BUT THAT'S ALL. HAVE ARE FAKED. 


IL TI TO 


SO LET'S SEE HOW THESE T 
IF I PUSH MY SPEED UP TO 
SUPER-SONIC... 


Eta 


E 


BUT I'M MORE N 
MANEUVERABLE 

CITHAN ANY FLIGHT- 
PACK OR GIZMO. 


Ip 


| 


| 


) 
| 
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1º 


BUT MY 
NASTY MIND 
FRIENDS... 


ELSEWHERE. . . 


WELL, THAT WAS 
SHORT AND SWEET 
ÔNCE WE GOT 
DOWN TO IT. 


WE'VE DONE WELL, WE WERE LUCKY, REED. I DON'T KNOW 
THE MENACE OF ff THE SKRULLS HAD LAUNCHED IF I'M SO SURE 
THE SKRULLS |S A FULL-SCALE ASSAULT... A 


BOUT THAT, 
HING 


ENDED ONCE THING. 
AGAIN! 


Vis. NY 
gd 3 IN 
d2s pÕSAS! 
eo : 


Vis 


YOU HAVE NOTHING FURTHER TO FEAR FROM ME, MEN THAT EXPLAINS WHY THAT SOUNDS RIGHT. 
OF EARTH. IL HAVE COMMITTED A GRIEVOUS ERROR-- MY SHIELD WAS SO 
I SEE THAT NOW. T WAS CLEARLY DAZED AND CONFUSED INEFFICIENT AGAINST BUT WHAT THE 
FROM MY FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH THESE SKRULLSCUMZ* | | THEM. "COLOSSUS" HECK DO WE DO 
MUST HAVE BEEN WITH “EM NOW? 
NO NEED TO EXPLAIN, USING SOME KIND , 
GLADIATOR. T SUSPECTED] | OF ENERGY FIELD-- 
AS MUCH. A FORCE-BLAST 
THAT 1 MISTOOK 
TO BE HIS 
STRENGTH. 


LEAVE THAT AS AN OFFICER 
TO ME, BEN IN HER MAJESTY 
GRIMM. LILANDRA'S 
IMPERIAL 
GUARD... 


TAM 
EQUIPPED 

TO DEAL 
WITH ANY 
INSURGENTS. 


FAREWELL, GLADIATOR. 
I TRUST THE NEXT TIME 
WE MEET IT WILL BE 
AS FRIENDS. 


THAT IS 

ALSO MY 
FONDEST HOPE, 
REED RICHARDS. 


WHO'S GONNA 
PAY TA FIX 
ALL THIS 2/2 
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“Me sema ir 
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EROUGHT. BYRNE /SCHEELE / ROSEN / DEFALCO / SALICRUP / SHOOTER 


TO YOU BY: | STORYTELLER COLORIST LETTERER / SCRIPT EDITOR / PLOT EDITOR / EDITOR-IN- CHIEF 


A MARVEL MASTERWORK PINMIP? 


PRESENTING THE STARS OF OUR SHOW/ 


o mi 


comics 
«io 


E Fan nastic' 
à FOUE & 
A É 


EAR 
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PAT ANTA 


z STA NTE” 
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JON EXRNE | TIM NOVAKR A GLYNIS WEIN iu 7m PEFALCO / TM SHOOTER 
STORY & ART LETTERING COLORING EDITING 
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I MEAN, HERE WE ARE ON THE 
THIRTY- FOURTH FLOOR OF THE 
EAXTER GUILDPING, AN' THIS 
BLAMEP TUBE LOOKS LIKE IT 

GOES DOWN AMILE / E 


DIDN'T THE TENANTS BELOW 


OUR HEADQUARTERS OBJECT -- 
WHEN YA BUILT VER LATEST 
DOO-HICKEY RIGHT THROUGH 
TH! MIDDLE OF THEIR á 
ca, OFFICES £ rá 
REALITY, 


NOT AT ALL, 8EN. YOU SEE, 
ALTHOUGH THIS NEW ACCESS 
TO THE MEGAT/VE ZONE IS 
FIVE Ra METERS 
L TH... 


IN LENGTH 


T 
) 


THE SHAFT IS 
LUIMENSIONALCY 
TRANSCENDENTAL. 


SIMPLY PUT, BEN, THE NEGATIVE ZONE IS À 

UNIVERSE EXISTING IN 4 DIMENSION BARALLEL 

TO OUR OWN. I'VE THEREFORE CONSTRUCTED 

THE NEW ACCESS SHAFT S0 THAT MOST OF IT 
IS 4/N THE NEGATIVE ZONE, 


THIS ELIMINATES THE NEED FOR THE 
COMPLEX LOCKS AND BARRIERS WE!VE 
REQUIRED IN THE PAST. 


SEEMS LIKE AN AWFUL LOT OF FUSS 
FER SOMETHIN! YOU ONCE SAID YOU 
WUS GONNA CLOSE OFF FOREVER / 


« Es [a EY 
Um a o — mn. 


I CAN UNDERSTAND YOU res [DM] HERE, LET ME ACTIVATE 

RETICENCE, BEN, BUT THE NEGATIVE ZONE 

CONSIDER THE LARGER 4 ' VIEWING $CREEN. 
PICTURE. A | 


LOOK AT IT,BEN. A 
UNIVERSE A$ VAST AND 
IMMEASURABLE AS OUR 
OWN --WITH PLANETS, 
SUNS, LIFE-FORMS AND Adi 
CIVILIZATIONS TO 

BEGGAR THE 
IMAGINATION “ » 


HOW CAN WE  N 

TURN OUR BACKS ON 

A COSMOS SO FULL OF 
ko AWE AND WONDER 2 À 


SIMPLE, REED? IT'S ALSO FULLA 

CREEPS LIKE OUR OLD ENEMY 

ANNIHILEUS ? AN' IF HE GOT 
OUT AGAIN... 


WELL, WE AIN'T GOT NO 
GUARANTEE WE'D BE ABLE 
TA BEAT HIM AGAIN / 


T HAVEN'T FORGOTTEN *... GLASTAAR AND THE | |] 
ANNIHILUS, OLD FRIEND, CREATURE KNOWN AS = 
NOR HAVE I FORGOTTEN, S7Y 


Rest e 


É rn E 
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IE 


THE DANGERS OF MEGA-SPACE ARE 
UNDENIABLE, YET, SURELY THEY ARE, 
> MORE THAN BALANCED -- 


YER SOUNDIN! | 
POSITIVELY 
RHAPSODIC, 


SORRY, BEN. I'M A 
SCIENTIST. THE NOTION 
E OF SOMETHING LIKE THE 

NEGATIVE ZONE... 


OH, SUSAN... WHAT É 


STRETCH. E 
74 NU 1$ IT, HONEY £ 


D) 
'—E |  T 


HUNGER FOR ALL TIME... pm 


£ORRY TO 
INTERRUPT YOU Boys 
AT PLAY, BUT IT'S TIME 
FOR THE FIRST 
7ENANTS" MEETING. 


“AND DON'T FORGET THAT I ONCE ARRANGED FOR |B 
THE WORLD-CONSUMING GALACTUS TO BE SENT E 
INTO THE NEGATIVE ZONE, THERE SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN PLANETS ENOUGH TO SATISFY HIS Cosmic 


ts 


“YET, HE RETURNED, 
EM THE MYSTERIES OF THE 
ME ZONE APPARENTLY 


-- BALANCED BY THE ENDLESS WONDERS WE 
MAY DISCOVER THERE, WONDERS BEYOND ANY- 
THING IN OUR UNIVERSE,” 


OH, YES, IT HAD NOOO THANKS! I MAY BE 25% OF ZSIGHE I'M AFRAIP THIS IS ONE Y 
COMPLETELY SLIPPED FANTASTIC FOUR (NC., BUT THE JOYS 
MY MIND, OF PLAYIN' LANDLORD ARE ALL YOURS, IT 
WUZN'T MY IDEA TA BUY THE BUILDING / 
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LIKE YOU NEED A 
MORALE BOOST, 


Ver 2 | SWEETHEART! 


SOMETHING ONLY A 
LOVING AND DEVOTED 
WIFE CAN PROVIDE... 


| /RicHaRDS/ WHAT | MR. COLLINS PROMISED ME A 
E Pi GOING TO | A NEW AIR- Ro TONER: STUC 
OUT MY DO YOU INTE 
MINE z CA 


gm Pal EEE 
WHAT ABOUT THE Es 
Éh cr.) E RAFF ON TI 
CEE) AFTER e 


Sa 4 q 
NTE E de,+ 


INSTEAD, WE GOT 
OURSELVES A MINI- 
CORPORATION AN' ALL 
THEM HASSLES / 


RENPAAR 
7 O) ] 
si ZOIV; 
EA Duo iu! 
EA uia! 
E 1 SM 
SEEMS TAME BEIN'A É 
SUPER HERO SHOULDN'T 
BE A WHOLE LOT MORE'N 
PUNCHIN' OUT THE OCCA- 
SIONAL BAD-GUY... 


GLAD WE AIN'T LUBL/C. 


nvê 


WELL, WHO CARES 
ANYWAY £ TIM OFF TA 
SEE MY LADY LOVE... 4 


'paá á 
É GUESS I SHOULD BE 
| 


SKIMS OVER THE SKYSCRAPERS OF ES, 
MANHATTAN... ; 


VOS TÃ 


SN 
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HEY, OFFICERS, | THE 7HING! | ALL THE CONSTRUCTION IN GREAT / SOMETIMES I THINK THE CITY 

WHAT'S GOIN'! ENGINEERS HAVE SOME LITTLE GUY 

| ON HERE 2 SCREWED UP THE TRAFFIC WORKIN! FOR 'EM, WHOSE ONLY JOB IS TA 
fl PATTERNS? WEI'VE GOT THE CREATE MESSES LIKE THIS ON PURPOSE 


rr y 
Im pp 
nn j 
Un ip 
ALA 
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I 


om l | 


VAU 
ap + 


ERR? 
R 


IT SHOULDN'T TAKE 
LONG TA CLEAR UP 
THIS JAM... 


E 


PEA: 
| Uemnãas (O 


ELSEWHERE... 


a 


NOW 7M/S IS 
WHAT BEING THE 
MUMAN TORCH 
IS ALL ABOUT / 


NO SUPER-VILLAINE To JA UST GROOVIN' ON )) |S0 THAT'S TULIE!S 
FIGHT, NO DISASTERS MY POWERS/ A) |DRAMATIC ARTS SCHOOL? 
TO PREVENT... E» NA |LOOKS LIKE A SET FOR 


ASA Ls 
/: ZA 


7 AH, THERE'S N 
Ul] THE ADDRESS 


AND THERE!S “BD E=9 <HARON! WHo IS THAT | HMZ OH, THAT'S GREY 

THE DELIGHTFUL | CORGEOUS GUY-- THE | LANDERS. HE'S TAKING 

MB. DANGELO, im ONE WHO LOOKS LIKE | SOME KIND OF REFRESHER 

Em CHR/STOPHER REEVE | COURSE IN MR. BRANDIS!S <S e 


DONE RIGHT. 55. ] 
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== | WITH MY LUCK 
CHARMING, WITT Y, WELL -SPOKEN, HE'S PROBABLY 
WELL-READ--AND A WALKING GAY... OH, HEY, 
DREAM WITH ELBOW PATCHES, JOHNNY. 
IMPORTANCE, IE Vu NICE TO SEE 
RIGHT 2 / Z 5 4, You. 


EEE 
HOPE I'M NOT [——— NOT AT ALL, ROLF JOHNNY STORM | 


PLEASED TO MEET YOU, 
HASN'T SOUNDED THE) THIS IS MY NEW 


THE MUMAN TORCH, RIGHT ? 


ai TO BATTLE none: SHARON I MET YOUR SISTER, THE 
1» OH... 


ELLECK. INVISIBLE GIRL, A COUPLE 
OF MONTH$ AGO. 


Leo 
ay 
RS ana 


S 


WHEN SHE 
APPEARED AS A 


RE - > A 
: ee ; = | GuESTON “WOMAN 
) , , / : A ZA y Ager âr 

E À TIN É LE AS ; N sy cry. Z 


ALL RIGHT, CHILDREN, 7” 
BRING IN THOSE EAGER MASTER ai E 


“ 
a» 


YOUNG MINDS THAT I 
MAY NOURISH THEM. 


I$ THAT THE 


Za”! SEMI-LEGENDARY 
ROLE GRANDIS 2 


THE VERY MAN HIMSELE, ROLF, ANOTHER WOULD-BE 

THIS IS My FRIEND JOHNNY. OLIVIER 2 ALL RIGHT. — fa 4); 

HE'$ GOING TO AUDIT THIS ARE MERE ARE THE MIMEOo- ; ] 47 
CLASS, OKAY Z GRAPHED EXERCISES S 


im qn 


TIGER JULIE DESCRIBED. THAT 
SHOULD MAKE THINGS EASIER. 
I'M ONLY IN THIS TO GET 
CLOSER TO JULIE, AND THAT 
SEEMS TO BE WORKING 

JUST FINE! 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

PLEASE! I ASSURE YOU ALL 

THAT YOUR PROBLEMS AND L——— À EXPECT US 
REQUESTS WILL BE DEALT TO WAIT 
WITH AT THE EARLIEST O ea 


You 
CAN'T DEAL WITH 
IT; WHY DID 
YOU BUY THE 
BUILDING Z 


SO THAT'S ROLE GRANDIS, 9, ( 50 7HAT'S GREY LANDERS. TIVE 
DOESN'T SEEM QUITE THE À HEARP OF HIM, NOW THAT T THINK ) I WONDER IF JULIE'S STAKED OUT 
A CLAIM ON HIM VET... AND T 

WONDER IF SHE THINKS$S THAT'LL 
STOP ME IF SHE HAS... 


ABOUT IT. HE SURE IS A LIVING 
DOLL. NEXT QUESTION, HOW DO 
I GET HIM TO NOTICE ME ? 


Z2S/GHº I HATE TO 
DESERT REED 
L 


IKE THI 


BSo THATIS JOHNNY STORM. CUTE. 


Das 


BUT PUTTING UP 
WITH THAT MOB FAR 
EXCEEDS My DUTIES 

AS WIFE AND 

MOTHER... 


| 
| 


» 
ql, 


I HAVEN'T LOOKED 
IN ON ERANKLIN 
IN OVER AN HOUR. 


HEY, PUN'KIN, WHo'S 
WINNING Z 


BE WORRIED IF HE 
DIDN'T HAVE OTHER 
INTERESTS AS WELL. 


MOMMY OH, MOMMY, TM SORRY, BABY! I HADN'T GIVEN IT 
You FRIGHTENED ME/ I DIDN'T MEAN To MUCH THOUGHT 
I DIDN'T KNOW YOU SCARE YOU! UNTIL NOW... ÇA 
WERE HERE/ HONESTLY T 
DIPN'T/ 


a e, 
ES BUT THE BAXTER NO PLACE 
FROM FRANKLIN, NS BUILDING |$ NO PLACE AT ALL/ 
FOR A NORMAL CHILO... m 


AND, AS THAT UNSETTLINE THOUCHT 
INSINUATES ITS WAY INTO THE INVISIBLE 


AIN'T NOTHIN' T 
CAN HELP YA 
WITH, BABE É? 


JUST MY LOUSY SUSPICIOUS 
NATURE, T GUESS. T THOUGHT 
MAYBE... T DUNNO... MAYBE 
SOMEBODY WUZ HERE BEFORE 
ME. SOMEBODY WHO AIN'T AN 
ESCAPEE FROM THE MIPNIGHT, 


CREATURE FEATURE. 


ACROSS TOWN, IN A 
MODEST STUDIO 
APARTMENT... 


BETTER'N A LOTTA PEOPLE 
WITH S/64T. 


BUT-- HOWCUM YA 
HAD YER LIGHTS ON 
WHEN T ARRIVED £ 


«18 TO CONTINUE 
ALL THE AUTOMATIC 
THINGS --LIKE SWITCHING 
ON LIGHTS -- THAT 
SIGHTED PEOPLE DO 
WITHOUT THINKING, WHyZ 


OH, MY POOR BEN, YOU 
MUST NEVER THINK THAT 
WAY. NEVER DVOUBT THAT 
I LOVE YOU. LOVE YOUR 
BEAUTIFUL, WONDERFUL 
SOUL. 


AND, GACK | YES, YES, T PROMISE YOU EVERYTHING 


AT THE 


WILL BE ATTENDED TO. TI WILL HAVE WILL TAKE 
BAXTER MY LAWNYERS CREATE A SERVICE TIME? 
OFFICE JUST TO DEAL WITH YOU. 


BUILDING... 


REED RICHARDS , BOY- 
BUSINESS MAN, AS BEN 
WOULD NO DOUBT SAY, 
I'LL HAVE TO GET IN 
TOUCH WITH MY LAW- 
YERS FIRST THING 
TOMORROW, 


BUT THAT 


BUT FOR THE MOMENT, T 
CAN AFFORD TO RELAX. 


NS. E 


WHEN T 
BOUGHT THIS BUILDING 
OUTRIGHT FROM COLLINS--/ 


AND, WHAT BETTER WAY 
TO DO THAT THAN BY 
RUNNING THROUGH THE 
FINAL CHECKS ON... 


THE NEGATIVE 
ZONE EXPLORATORY 
MOCDULE,MARK Z” 
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LATE NEXT SO THIS I$ THE BIG HELLO, FRANKLIN. ALICIA, T WANT 
MORNING... PROTECT YOU'VE BEEN YOU TO HEAR THE SOUND DF THE 
Sl WoRkiNG on ALL ZONE ACCESS CYCLING, 80 YOU'LL 
RS, MONTH. SOME 
TINKER TOY // 


REMEMBER 
THINK IT'S ZOUO THAT SOUND, 
ENOUGH, STRETCH Z SOUNDS ALICIA, 
LIKE GALACTUS WITH TH' 
TUMMY-RUMBLES / 


AW, THE NEGATIVE HM--FOND FARE- 


ZONE AINIT $0 MUCH, | | WELLS ALL 'ROUND, * 


FRANKLIN, BUT 


YOU EXPECT 
US To BE 
AWAY, REED. 


YOU GONNA 
BRING ME À 


PRESENT FROM 


THE NEG'TIVE 
ZONE, DADDY £ 


FLUX IN THE ZYUSTOR- 
7/ON AREA AROUND 
THE NEGATIVE ZONE 
MAY CAUSE OUR RE- 
TURN TO SEEM ONLY 
HOURS OR MINUTES 
AFTER WE DEPART. 


HAHA! WE'LL SEE, 


SON! THIS IS 


SUPPOSED TO BE A 


SERIOUS TRIP. 


OUS VENTURES / 


BABE. T'VE GONE UP 
AGAINST MORE DAN - 
GEROUS STUFF JUST 
WALKIN' DOWN YANCY 
S7REET 


BUT NOT FORME/I 
CALLED TULIE, BUT 
THERE WAS NO 
ANSWER. 


SHE MUST BE 
SOME KINDA 
HEAvy SLEEPER. 


NOT AT ALL, JOHNNY 
MAKE SURE YOUR ARMS 
AND LEG$ ARE INSIDE 
THE SEATING ENCLO- 
SURES, EVERYONE 


WE'RE A TINY BIT EXPOSEO 
ON THIS FUNKY MERRY-GO- 
ROUND, AREN'T WE? 
YANOK "NAS AldaNs GoOS ANOA HIIH9 
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THERE 
- MUST BE SOME 
O, ARE 


BIJE: $ 
NG NEAR US 
THER 


IT'S THE 
TRANSITIONAL 
LANE BETWEEN 

ALL REALITIES... 


BUT THE PASSAGE BUT TI CANNOT 
IS ROUGHER THAN IMAGINE WHAT THAT 
T'D ANTICIPATED. FLUX MIGHT BE 


SOMETHING CLOSE TO 'MEANWHILE, IN OUR 
UNIVERSE... 
- T'M GOING TO FIX LUNCH 


NOW, FRANKLIN, MAYBE THIS 
AFTERNOON YOU CAN READ 
ME ONE OF YOUR Comic 

BOOKS. 


OKAY, 
AUNTIE 'LICIA, 
T'D LIKE THAT. 


QUICKLY, ALICIA REED SAID THEY 
MASTERS MOVES MIGHT RETURN 
SOONER THAN 
EXPECTED... 
THE THIRTY- 
FOURTH-FLOOR... 


| 


BUT THEY'VE 
BEEN GONE 
LESS THAN 
TWO HOURS... 


$UCH A WONDERFULLY 
BRIGHT CHILD IT'S A 
PLEASURE AS ALWAYS TO 
TAKE CARE OF HIM. 


BEN, DARLING, 
|$ THAT You £ 


HOW LUCKY HE [$ 

TO BE PART OF SUCH 
A LOVING AND 

DEVOTED FAMILY, 


É HOW PIFFERENT MY 


COWN LIFE MIGHT HAVE 
C BEEN HAD Z KNOWN 


SUCH HAPPINESS IN 


€ CHILDHOOD, INSTE 
OF... 


“BEN” IS GONE/ALL OF 4] 
THE THRICE-CUR$SED 

LANTASTIC FOUR ARE 
GONE FOREVER! 


Z 
Ni 


FREE ON EARTH, 
AND THE E 
PONT EVEN KNOW 
17 YOU MUST 
NOT MISS... 
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CHRONICLER 
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1T 18 THE LAUGHTER WHICH ba ta) 
HURTS HER MOST... ES 


BM ...7HE SNIDE TITTERS AND WHISPERS 
EE SCARCELY CONCEALED BEHIND WORK - 
WORN HANDS. 


EM OW ALL 
THAT HAS CHANGED. | 
qi OUTCAST, 


SME 1$ 
E A PARIA q 
E Mm 
dj [tar 


e q 2 , N 

Pia e para j a E . al bs , : E, 

EN Po UL ácida v PAS (7 ISN'T FAIR. 
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YET, SHE MUST REMIND HERSELF, SHE YET, WHAT [8 ONE MOKE BITTER PILL TO SWALLOW /F SELE - SLAUGHTER WERE 
ALSO ONCE LAUGHED ANO TIBED AT NOW, WHEN EVEN THE CHILDREN MOCK HER 2 /] NOT Tile GREATES] SIN, SHE 
ea WHO WALKED THIS PATH BEFORE ' WOULD DIVE TO THE BOTTOM 


| OF THE GREAT RIVER AND 
FILL HER LUNGS... 


DO NOT CRY OUT, SMALL ONE, JÁ THE GRIP IS 

IT IS 1, FANNAR. STILL YOUR /RON STRONG, 

FEARS, AND LET US QUICKLY BUT GENTLE... 
LEAVE THIS PLACE. 
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OH, TANNAR, HAVE YOU 
OU 


COME TO ADD Y 
MOCKERY TO THAT 


OF THE OTHERS 7 


NOTHING THAT HAS Mes NO, TANNAR, NO! You ARE | ES 


HAPPENED HAS 
CHANGED THAT, 


ZA Mm THE CHIEF!S SON. ONE E nam N 
ii» e? PAY YOU WILL BE CHIEF E = SN 
AFTER HIM. 


I HAVE FREED YOU FROM 

YOUR BOND AND VOW, LET 

ME BE ALONE NOW WITH 
MY SHAME. 


YOU HAVE GRANTED ME A 

FREEDOM TI DID NOT SEEK, 

TAIYA. WE ARE PLEDGED 
AS LIFEMATES... 


INSTANTLY, THE SLUGGISH 
VILLAGE SPRINGS TO LIFE... 
SS 


amei, É PA. | EL e TANNAR, YOU SAW 2 
dd 1). | s | 
RAN = 2 | 
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ES a arado 
Ed ti 
cs ts x 


A 


TO CATCH THE SMALL, SCURRNINGO THINGS DO.NOT CAUTION ME, UEM + ON THE PLAIN A STRANGE, 

WHICH ARE THEIR ONLY MEAT, THE VILLAGERS TANNAR. À BRIDE OF [HMM ) | MECHANICAL EGG SHOWS 

MAVE LEARNED TO MOVE QUICKLY OVER THE OOTAH HAS LITTLE M o EVERY SIGN OE... 

UNEVEN STONES, TO FEAR FROM... : ' .» 
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BE CAREFUL, 
AY TAIVA. YOU 
Md SHOULD NOT 
M “EVEN BE 
WITH US, 


Er 


HER VOICE TRAILS OFF 
7O SILENCE... 


HMPH/ TRUST TH' Wa tata. > e ...GUTITISAS HERE IN THE MEGATIVE ZONE 
HOTSHOT TA START a ap |=< RM GRIGHT AS DAY- | | THINGS MAY SEEM MUCH AS THEY 
MAN, DIG THIS É EM LIGHT HERE! 

CRAZY LIGHTING / EM 
Ê a NIGHT .* OF SUBTLE DPIFFERENCES. 


a THERE! MY 
AUTOMATED 
$CANNER$ WILL 
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WHILE WE... 
% Po ja KE e 
2. 75 o cm da “a ETA N 
: E » DEDE Piu /, à de > () 2 o = e; (Po q E ars pese que 
THIS IS MORE LIKE lj, a W, Cu o (o e / e 
IT COMPORTABLE AS dll; Wy Fe a po | 
MO iso 


dj. 
Wi 


Km 
Mm 


Ant 
B74 Etc a 
FP, tr g di 
Oss Ee “AL | MA 
Fer NO 
ç À NY 


THAT'S BECAUSE THIS 
WORLD |S AT THE CENTER 
OFA GLOBULAR CLUS- 
7ER, SUE VARLING. A 
VAST SPHERE OF STARS. 


CAN WE 
REALLY CALL 
THEM “STARS”, 

REED 2 


REEDL DEAR E Bus, SM Dos AND, AS THE BURNING, BLAZING 
4 q - SEM HUMAN TORCH SWOOPS FROM 
| | 


THE STAR-FILLED SKY... 


THE MIGHT Y-MUSCLED 
FHINC LENDS A HAND 
/N HIS OWN UNIQUE 
STYLE... 


WOW! I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT'S ON THAT LITTLE 
DART, BUT REEP KEELED R 
OVER LIKE A STATUE/ 


REED FROM ANY MORE 
DARTS... 


WHILE T TAKE 
CARE OF THE 
CREEPS WHO 

ATTACKEL.. 
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IT IS FORBIDDEN THAT A 

WOMAN SHOULD TAKE PART 
IN BATTLE. BUT THAT RULE 
NO LONGER APPLIES TO ME. 


THE GRID 


OF OOTAH IS 
OF NO 
VALUE TO 


THE TRIBE... 


THE FEMALE SEEMS 
TO HAVE FLED, LEAVING 
HER MATE UNDEFENDEL 


LET ME NOW 2 

FINISH WHAT 

KORTA'S DART 
BEGAN... 


EUT, AS TAIVA QUICKLY 
MOVES TOWARDS THE PARA- 
LYZED REED RICHARDS ... 


BEFORE TAIYA'S STARTLED EYES THE 
VERY AIR SEEMS TO THICKEN... , 


IT THOUGHT THERE MIGHT 
BE MORE OF YOU SKULKING E 
ABOUT. AND MY FORCE - ê 
FIELDS AREN'T THE ONLY 
REASON THEY CALL ME pc 
THE NVISIELE GIRC APR 
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THE VOICE /$ DRY AS AUTUMN. RSRNERENREDES 


ARE THESE NOT £LOUR 
WO FALL FROM 
THE HEAVENS Z HAS NOT 

THEIR COMING 


BEEN FORETOLD 
IN LROLHECY 2 


HE WILL BE ALL RIGHT. 


THE POISONS WILL TAKE 1 


A FEW HOURS TO WORK 
THROUGH HIS BODY, BUT 
HE WILL BE UNDAMAGED 


THAT'S EASY FOR YOU TO 
SAY, HOW DO WE KNOW... 


MAMA SHONTI, 
YOU SPOKE OF A 


R PROPHECY2 I DON'T 


UNDERSTAND... £ 


CHILD, THE OLD WORDS 

SAY YOU WILL COME IN 

KINDNESS, BUT ACT IN 
IGNORANCE... 


LIKE SHE!$ À MILLION 
mM YEARS OLD! 


CANKERS$ AGAINST 
THE SMOOTH SKIN À 
OFOOTAH. AM 
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MY LESSONS, 
FOOLISH ONES £ 


“ 
di 


BUT YOU 
MUST NOW LEARN 
THAT IT WAS NOT 

ALWAYS 50... 


UP TU, f vin tuose DAYS, OOTAM WAS 


“FORTY THOUSAND LIFE-CYCLES B//( 

AGO OUR ANCESTORS LIVED WiTHIN DEAN W Jd GREAT INDEED, AN, 

THE GREAT WALLS$ OF OOTAM. . COVERED HALE THE 
RLD. 
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“THE REST WAS LEFT 
7O NATURE, AND THE 
GODS. 
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“TO OOTAH, 
GIVEN À L/Vi 

ERAIN, AND COM- 
MANDED IT TO BRING 


NO ONE WENT WiTHt- ce W te e = 
o "GO : FORTH DERFECTION. 


VWHAT HAPPENED THEN 2 THE LEGENDS M “WHAT /T WAS, WE DO Es 
SPEAK ONLY IN DARK WHISPERS OF À 


THAT HIDEOUS TIME. AR / 
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P vIN THE END OOTAH HAD EMPTIED HIMSELE | [ ooTAH HAS NOT STOPPED BUILDING 
FOR THE GREAT FEAR DID NOT BASS UNTIL , |- SINCE THEN ms EA oo 
EVERY LIVING SOUL WAS GONE FROM THE CITY, | HIGHER, ENCLOSING ITSELF TIGHTER. 

g |/ PANE / ) 
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EVERYONE 


“AND THE HORRIEIED FLIGHT DID NOT END 
UNTIL THEY FLED THE CITY ITSELF, 
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| "B/ILLIONS UPON BILLIONS 
POURING IN AN UNENOIING 
FLOOP FROM EVERY PORTAL. 


AND WE HAVE 
nad CLUNG TO ITS 


BZ o o. .. 
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YES, WAITING, BECAUSE THE PROPHECIES 
SAID FOUR WOULD COME -- FROM BEYOND 
THE SkKY-- WITH POWERS SUCH AS NO MAN 
OF THIS WORLD HAS EVER KNOWN, 


POWER ENOUGH TO MI (E 
=| GIVE US DOMINION PE sil ls à 


OVER OOTAH. - O (em 


da 


ANP, AS THAT 
MOMENTOUS PR 
BÉCISION 15 A 
MADE... praia 


- 7 Z CON!T UNDERSTAND 


COULD GE, BUT YOUR 
PROPHECY DOES 
SEEM a ess! BE 


WE ARE. INDEED, 
FROM “BEYOND THE 


SKY”, 
NT 


I DON'T LIKE TH' SMELL A! 


HER MEN-FOLK £ 


SUE, WITH REEP OUT 
OFACTION I GUESS 
YOU'RE TEAM LEADER, 
WHAT'S YOUR DECISION? 


THAT SOUNDS MORE 
LIKELY THAN THE 


BEN, BUT EITHER Way, 
IT SEEMS LIKE THESE 
PEOPLE ARE IN BAD 
TROUBLE. 


TOO MUCH OF THIS DOESN'T MAKE 
SENSE, JOHNNY, BUT ONE THING 
IS CLEAR... 


THE 
LANTAS TIO 


LET US TURN OUR ATTENTION, 
A BRIEFLY, AWAY FROM THE 
À UNEXPLORED VASTNESS OF THE | 
NEGATIVE ZONE... 


| AND, PASSING EASILY FROM SPECIFICALLY ON THE FIVE- AND, IN THE COZY WARMTH OF REED 
ONE DIMENSION TO ANOTHER..À | STORY COMPLEX WHICH TOPS ANO SUSAN RICHARDS' APARTMENT 
THE WORLD - FAMOUS GAXTER || ON THE RESIDENTIAL LEVEL... ] | 


BUILDING. em | 
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SHE SAID SHE 
WAS GOIN' TO. 


LOOK IN ON THE N 

EveR -BUSTLING o BUT THAT 

ISLAND OF THE HEADQUARTERS OF WAS A LONG 
LANTASTIC FOUR. HH] | TIME AGO. 


T KNOW You! You E TO 7 | a e) BUT... YES! 1 SENSE 


WHESE NA j | | ad ) MD  SPAWNED POWERS/* 
| pa ea ; box y Tai JÁ 4 


AN! VADDY HAVE 
GONE! 


THEN ANNIHIL 
HAS NO NEED ed 
FEAR YOU / 


LEATHERN WINGS EASILY OUTSPEED FRANKLIN... 
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WITHOUT YOUR POWER, 
vou ARE NO MORE THAN 


I CANNOT, THEN, TAP 
YOUR ENERGIES TO 
STRENGTHEN MYSELE 
A$ I ONCE DID... 


BUT NEITHER CAN YOU 
UNLEASH THOSE AWESOME 
ENERGIES AGAINST ME. 


Lille 
mi 
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STEEL SHOD FEET RING 
md LOUD /N THE EMPTY 
HEADQUARTERS. .. 


THERE (S ONLY AN UNENDING 
À DARKNESS IN HIS YOUNG MIND... 


... THE FANTASTIC FOUR 
ARE UNAWARE OF THE 
ERA OF THEIR LOVED 


SHE LOOKS SO SAD, 
MY FATHER, IF SUCH 
A THING SHOULD 
HAPPEN TOME... 
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HEY, WHAT'S WITH THE / 
HORNS ? WE MISSIN'A 
CHUCK MANGIONE 
CONCERT £ 


A UN 
PRAY IT DOES NOT, DAUGHTER. PRAY 


WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND $0UL 
IT DOES NOT. 
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DO NOT RESIST, 

CHOSEN ONE. | 

YOUR FATE IS / 
SEALED. d 


THERE 1S 


LITTLE FOR THE | Sis = E 


nte TRE 
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TANNAR, WHO WOULD 

HAVE SACRIFICED HIS 

POSTERITY FOR THE 
WOMAN HE LOVED 2 


DEAD TO SAY. 
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a q H Ny MS 
Saga HIS SILENCE IS AS | 
po k DEEP AS HER OWN. 
LISTEN TO THAT WAILING. 
SOUNDS MORE LIKE A... 
FUNERAL ? 


DO NOT CONCERN 
YOURSELF. IT IS GUT 
TAIVA ON HER WAY 

TO BECOME THE 

BRIDE OF OOTAH. 
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“BRIDE OF KONG"? 1 
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AND, AS TOMANNY STORM ANP 
- BEN CRIMM RACE TOWARDS 
THE PROCESSION... 


THEY'RE FORCING 
HER TOWARDS THAT 
DOOR... 


HOLY 
cow: BEN, 
DO YOU SEE 
WHAT I SEE? 


A LOCALS" BUSINESS. 


ME NEITHER, CIMON, ONE BY ONE THE MARCHERS FALL 
HOTSHOT. LET'S STICK BACK, UNTIL A SINGLE WOMAN PRODS 
OUR NOSES IN THE TAIYA TOWARDS THE CITY... 


TOWARDS AN 
UNGUESSABLE 
DARKNESS.» 
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IT'S SWIVELLING RIGHT 

TOWARDS HER! WHAT'IS EN | vim 
THE MATTER WITH HERZ ill, 
DOESN'T SHE SEE IT 2 G 
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Sid Ilj mn À 
7) Ega, popa ON MY WAY! 


PO SOMETHIN! KID / À LLAME ON! 


FASTER THAN THE EYE CAN 
. FOLLOW, THE TORCH SWOOPS 
ZOWARDS THE GIRL... 


UH-OH... HEAD$ UP, OUTWORLDERS, YOU HAVE 
THING. LOOKS LIKE TRANSGRESSED A MOST 

THE LOCALS ARE A SACRED RITUAL ! RELEASE 
TOUCH PUT OUT, THE GIRL TO US AT ONCE! 


DON'T 
SWEAT IT, 
SWEET- 
HEART! 
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na fi Dera DS 77 SRT DAS 


pa 17 PEBs ED 
TAM ADO PL 


SHE IS THE BRIDE OF OOTAH. 
IF SHE |$ UNSUITABLE, SHE 
WILL BE RETURNEL TO US“ 


is E 
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LESSEE HOW OOTAH 
LIKES A “BRIDE” 
WHO AIN'T QUITE 
S0 PRETTY... 


— e THERE/IT'ILL 
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VE o qa3o SAE e = mm, ATTACK, BUT... 
SUNNUVAGUN /! - 
LOOKS LIKE HE | 
AIN'T AS FUSSY AS f 
YOU THOUGHT... 


/MAGES OF WIVES , SISTERS, PAUGHTERS 


AND SWEETHEARTS SACRIFICED TO THEIR 
STRANGE GOL... 
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NOT FAR AWAY... IT LOOKS LIKE BEN 


JUST CREATED AINEs ON A MINE 
TED A 

JOHNNY, WHAT WHOLE MES$$ OF Ps ANYMORE... 

IS ITZ WHAT'S ATHEISTS, SUE“ 

HAPPENING 2 


ATTABOY, 
TORCHIE ' 


- SEE HOW 
2) TQUGH GOTA 
= ANS NA REALUY IS... 
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* YOU BURN US 


A NEW ENTRANCE 
INTO TH' CITY... 
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IF THE TALE MAMA SHONTI TOLD 
[8 EVEN MARGINALLY TRUE, THE 
OTHERS MAY BE ON THE VERGE 
OF MAKING 4 TERRIBLE MISTAKE. 


HUNH... HUNH...T DID o ME 


ALLOW 
OVERCOME THE PARALYSIS. da 


TOO LATE... 


? e Á 
WHA-HOO! LOOKS SEN 
LIKE WE FOUND THE a k 
BIG BAD BRAIN! Madi + 
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IT... TIS ALMOST OBSCENE/ Cl 
E e THE “4 | 


THIS AIN'T THE 
TIME FER EVALUATIN' 
AESTHETICS, SUZIE... 


(EM 


MM WHAT'S THE 
PROBLEM , 
à STRETCHOZ 


dos 
€, 


you DON'T 
h/ REALIZE WHAT 
YOU'RE DOING! 


o 


TELL JUST 

TOUCHING IT. THE 

FUNCTIONS HAVE 
CEASED, 


“OOTAH"! IS 
TRULY DEAD. 


GUILTY OF 

A MOST 

GRIEVOUS 
SIN. 


VET MIGA AR OOTAH WAS NOT JUST BUILDING WALL S 
HAVE MADE THE t IN THOSE AREAS. IT WAS GROWING. WHEN 
SAME MISTAKE, IF SRRS THE VILLAGERS' ANCESTORS CREATED THEIR 

MY PARALYSIS HAD PERFECT CITY, THEY SOMEHOW EMBUED 
NOT FORCED ME à ; IT WITH A RUDIMENTARY DESIRE 

TO SPEND 50 MUCH? FOR SELF-PRESERVATION: 

TIME THINKING. 


Ta Ve REED --YOU'RE NOT 
Po SAVING OOTAH WAS 
TRULY... ALIVE Z 


“ SOMEHOW OOTAH BECAME A SELF-SUFFICIENT ENTITY, WHICH 
MIGHT HAVE SOMEDAY EVOLVED INTO A TRULY UNIQUE FORM OF LIFE. 
RT ES - - Me “4, 
“AND, AT THE SAME ad “NOW OOTAH IS DEAD, AND 
N TIME, THE VILLAGERS THEY ARE SWARMING OVER 


SLIPPED BACK -- T, DESTRONING IT LIKE 
DEVOLVING INTO o O AG INGA 


SAVAGERY. CORPSE. " | 


IN A 
MANNER OF SPEAKING, 
SUE, OOTAH WAS 
A BIOLOGICALLY PER- 
FECT ORGAN are Caald IT 


BUT... BUT WE DIPN'T... MAMA £HONTI!'S PRO- Rad CIESM WE HAVE LEARNED À NOTHING... MOTHING CAN 
T MEAN WE DIDN'T PHECY HAS COME TRUE! / (US THE FIRST LESSON |, BE TAKEN AS WHAT IT de Aa E id 
IGNORANCE! , Ba, ZONE, — ALANET, SOON... 


WILL BE ENDEL. BE HERE 


$: IN THIRTY DAYS 
A mi / + 
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7HE FABULOUS FANTASTICO FOUR LEARN THE DARK SECRET OF THE ;: á 


LOOK UPON THE EVE; 
CHANGING FACE OF À UNIVERSE 
PARALLEL TO OUR OWN. 


DEFINITELY 
SOMETHING 


THERE, 
CAPTAIN, 
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PTE NATURE OF THIS 
noi OBJECT 2 


DARP THE STARSHIP RESTOR'S HOPE... REPORT, MUMBER 
CE Si a (, TUM ER 


WE SHOW A 
METALLIC OUTER 
SHELL, WITH FOUR 
LIFE FORMS, WITH- 

IN, CAPTAIN. 


THEY DO NOT BELONG | AN UNKNOWN ALIEN RACE, ACTIVATE 
NUMBER ONE Z PERHAPS THEY TRACTO) 

CAN HELP US FIND THE END OF BEAMS. 

OUR QUEST. l 
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SECURITY TEAM TO CARGO 

DECK. PREPARE TO RECEIVE 
VISITORS, 
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(Ed no e N 
PAN ie N waiLE, NEARLY À MILE 
1) N£ É - AWAY, AT THE PROW 
DAS E OF THE SHIP... 


IN THE CAVERNOUS CARGO HOLD, THE 
RECENTLY ENGORGED MYSTERY OBJECT 


YA SURE THIS 
ATMOSPHERE IS 
BREATHABLE, REED Z 
SMELLS LIKE EVERY 


HAS OPENED. . k 


THE AIR |S CLEARLY 
VERY OLD, AND OFTEN 
RECYCLED. MY SENSORS 
SHOW THIS SHIP TO BE 
AT LEAST 7EN 
THOUSAND YEARS 
OLD, EEN? 


LOCKER ROOM IN 
THE U.S.A. 


YOU'RE RIGHT, SUE. THERE 
SEEM TO BE TWO DISTINCT 
LIFE-TYPES ON THIS SHIP. 
ONE WITH A NEARLY HUMAN 
METABOLIC RATE... 


1/ AY 


7) AA 
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DON'T BE TOO 


GUESS THAT MEANS IT'S À 
ROBOT SHIP, HUHZ NOT TOO 
LIKELY A LIVING CREW 
WOULD KEEPA SHIP IN 


fi JT”, 
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SURE ABOUT THAT, 
JOHNNY. TIM GETTING 
SOME KIND OF LIFE- 

FORM READINGS. 


BE NEARLY Z2EAD BY BEEN EXPLORING 


OUR STANDARDS. 


NEGATIVE ZONE SURE 


E AND IT'S GETTIN! 
MORE INTERESTIN' 
EVERY MINUTE, HOT 

SHOT. HERE COMES 


IN THE 


AIN'T BEEN ZUel 


EL 
é 


MONSTERS? YOU 
AIN'T NO BURT 
REYNOLDS 
YERSELF, BIG 
GUY... 
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SOME KIND OF 
ELECTRO-LANCE! 
THAT WON'T HURT 
THE 7&/NG, BUT IF 
THESE BIG BOZOS 
THINK THE FF WILL 
hisiado THAT LYING 


... THEY'VE GOT 
ANOTHER THINK 
COMING! 


FASTER THAN THE EYE CAN FOLLOW, THIS FLAME WALL THERE WERE £Z0OL/. TILL JUST 
THE MUMAN TORCH STREAKS OUGHTA HOLD 'EM! WHERE |$ THE RELIEVE YOU 
TOWAKRD HIS ATTACKERS. lido sorcdid ONE Z OF THAT. 


DEMONS! 
THEY ARE 
DEMONS“ 


AFTER ALL, FROM THE 
ZAP YOU GAVE BEN, 
T'D THINK THESE 
TOYS ARE TOO 
DANGEROUS FOR 

YOU TO BE 

PLAYING WITH. 


MY LANCE 
HANGS IN MID - 
AIR/ THE SHIP IS 
SEW/TCHED. 


IT AIN'T WITCHERY, CRINKLE-HEAD! NOW TZ THINK T'LL JUST 

JUST WHAT HAPPENS WHEN FOUR N FINISH THIS FIGHT quUICK 

ALL-AMERICAN GOOD-GUYS GET No AN' EASY... 
EXPOSEP TO COSMIC RAYS. 


By THE LOST MOONS OF KESTOR, LOWER YOUR 

AM I CREWED BY IDIOTS Z DID T /WEAPONS! REMEMBER 

COMMAND THAT YOU ATTACK WHO YOU ARE! 
THESE ALIENS £ 


A LITTLE CAUTIOUS 
TRUST WON'T HURT, 
OLD FRIEND. THEY 
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AND WITH THOSE SOOTHING WORDS FROM THE R 
MAN CALLED MISTER LAN TASTIO, THE FOUR S PLACE, 
TRAVELERS ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BE LED 


AT THI 
ORCHIE Z WHATTA 
INTO THE SHIP. MESS 


E 
EI? ? f ; 7 
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THOUSAND YEARS, 


BUT, BEFORE WE TALK OF SUCH |) (RA “vs : : SOME SET-LP-- 
MATTERS, KESTORAN TRAPITION | US] 4 GUN AN! SOMETHING 
BIDS US o TRARDERS TO Va g Po e RE é po À SURE SMELLS 
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MMMMM- BOY. T COULD DO | SLOW DOWN, THING. WE PON'T | REED--IS IT | MY PORTABLE SENSOR SHOWS 
OD NOTHING INCOMPATIBLE WITH OUR 
AFTER TWO WEEKS ON BIOLOGY, DARLING. IN OTHER 
THEM ZROTEMN WORDS... VC (N” 
CAPSULES. 


ob. 
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INDEED, REEDRICHARDS. “ONCE THERE WAS A WORLD CALLED KESTOR, 
BUT BE WARNED, IT IS AN A GLEAMING BLUE GEM AFLOAT IN A SEA OF À 
ANCIENT TALE, AND MANY PEARLY MOONS : 
OF THE TRUTHS HAVE BE- : 
COME SHROUDED IN 
LEGENO. 


“FOR A MILLION 

GENERATIONS OUR 

CIVILIZATION HAD 
THRIVED... 


“WE HAD BUILT A GREAT 
fa RIRH 
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“WE LIVEP IN TOTAL k ) j VAR (x EEE 
HARMONY WITHOUR | 7 | | [souR prisór scientie TS, PISCOVERED 
WORLD, UNTIL ONE E 

DAY THE WORLD 
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“KESTOR WAS DOOMED. BUT THERE WAS A SLI 

CHANCE OF SURVIVAL FOR OUR RACE. THE Hi 

PRIESTESS MADE HER FATEFUL 
PRONOUNCEMENT. 
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“IT WAS A SIGN OF THE HIGH 
DEVELOPMENT OF OUR FAITH ; 
THAT THERE WAS LITTLE PANIC. IN 


“LOTS WERE PRAWN, SELECTED 
BY THE INFALLIBLE COMPUTERS À) 
OF THE PRIEST- SCIENTISTS. 
THE SURVIVORS WERE CHOSEN. 


“WITHIN À WEEK WE BOARDED 
OUR GREAT ARK. 


“AND NOT A MOMENT 
TOO SOON. AT THE 
MOMENT OF LAUNCH 


“THEN WE LEARNED THE TRUE REASON THE 
ONCE CONSTANT MOONS HAD WANDERED 


FROM THEIR TRUE ORBITS... 


“AS THE SUN EXPLODED 
INTO A SURER-NOVA! 


“THAT WAS SOMETHING THE PRIEST- 

SCIENTISTS HAD NOT ANTICIPATED. THE 

SHIP WAS BUFFETED BY THE FURY OF 
THE STAR-BLAST. 


“DAMAGE WAS 
INCREDIBLE... 


“AND MOST TERRIBLE OF ALL WAS 

THE DAMAGE TO OUR COMPUTERS IN | 
THE NAVIGATIONAL | 
CORE. 


“THE PROGRAMMEPD DATA ON 
OUR INTENDED DESTINATION 
WAS LOST 
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“ACTING ON EMERGENCY PROGRAMS THE 
MAIN COMPUTERS SOUGHT A SOLUTION 
TO OUR DILEMMA... 
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CE: FILES THE COMPUT 
Ls DIPPED INTO THE 
ER. CRYOGENIC CAPSULES 
AP NO IN WHICH ALL 
DÁ 20,000 OF US 


WAITED IN 
STASIS... 


“FIVE HUNDRED OF US WERE SELECTED. 
FIVE HUNDRED WHO WOULD NOW ACT AS 
THE CREW OFAXESTOR'S HOPE, 
GUIDING HER THROUGH THE VOID 
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THOSE FIVE HUNDRED WERE PERHAPS NOT, CAPTAIN. ON AND SO... | THERE, MY 
ES L FRIEND. THE 
DAMAGE IS BEYOND OUR 


T HAVE A REPU- 


OUT OF YOUR 

REACH, PERHAPS, 
CAPTAIN... 
B 


1a = "4 fo tea copa Z AP 
TRANTOR!. A A 7 a UT NOT OUT OF 
BONES ? A ASLAN: e SEDBR REACH TOME? 
Ea Tv is ZA Ê nO SL á re É : SE A DT, 
' SA a ED; Nye < é Q H 


aa 


O 


AND THAT'S 
JUST ONE OF THE 
REASONS HE'S CALLED P sa — 
MISTER FANTASTICO! | VN DEES=S=: aa 


a =: s 
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FULLY KICKING IN. 


AND WITH THOSE WORDS, LET US TURN PASSING THROUGH THE | | TO EMERGE IN THE MORE E 
ERIEFLY AWAY FROM SUSAN AND FOURTH DIMENSIONAL FAMILIAR INSANITY OF OUR 
REED RICHARDS, BEN GRIMM, VISTORTION AREA OWN UNIVERSE... e 
AND JOHNNY STORM... BETWEEN REALITIES... | careca 


AWAY FROM THE te Re E VHERE, IN THE SKY or 

8 MADNESS OF THE 9, RR SCO42/NG METROPOLIS “a 

N MEGATIVE ZONE... RRPRARA RA 4/00/45 VEW YORK... RM 
I DUNNO 


SHARON, IS 
IT REALLY 
ME 2 


il 


WELL, WHY DON'T YOU e! 

STOP PLAYIN' WITH IT E JOHNNY? WE JUST 

AN! LET IT GROW ON I COULD 2/6 7 : SAW HIM DAY BEFORE 

YOU. OR CALL TOMNNY , SEEIN' HIM AGAIN 41 YESTERDAY... BUT, YEAH, 
AN' ASK HIM. ANYWAY. MAYBE I WILL... 


SOMETHING WRONG, | ZALKEL TO ONE MORE LIKE. 
WHEN DO YOU... | | JULES2 YOU LOOK /T DON'T KNOW WHO THE FF 
YOU DON'T 2 LIKE YOU'VE SEEN / HAVE ANSWERING THEIR 
7ORCH, PLEASE £ A GHOST. PHONES FOR 'EM, BUT THAT 
VOICE GAVE ME GOOSE BUMPS 
ON MY G00SE BUMPS. 


WELL, 
THEN, COULD 
I LEAVE A 

MESS... 


AS JULIETTE DIANGELO AND 
SHMARON SELLECK PONDER 
THAT MYSTERY... 


COLD METALLIC LAUCH TER RINGS 
THROUGH THE FANTASTIC FOUR'S HQ. 


FOOL$S! EARTHLINGS 


ACROSS TOWN, IN THE ARE ALL SUCH FOOLS 
TOWER COMPLEX OF THE AND CRETINS 
GAXTER BUILDING... 


ta Lá fa a a e 
Jj114) 448887709 


HOW T DESPISE THEIR WHINING / BUT, AS THE CREATURE CALLED ANNIHL US 
VOICES, THEIR SOFT, PULPY BODIES. | WINGS THROUGH DESERTED HALLS. 


ARCH! MY MUSCLES SCREAM 
THEIR RT fe MY LUNGS 


THIS EXO-SKELETAL FORM I$ SEE HOW ITMOCKS | MY TIME RUNS OUT, BUT WITH IT 
ALL THAT STANDS GETWEEN ME ME WITH THE IMAGE / GO THE FINALLY FLEETING MO- 
AND THE FINAL VO/2 OF MY TRUE, LOST / MENT$ OF TWO UNIVERSES - - 
FACE. THIS ONE, AND MY OWN 

NEGATIVE ZONE. 


SOON 
SHALL REIGN 
ANNIHILATION 


MEANWHILE -- IF SUCH A WORD HAS MEANING | UNAWARE THEIR LONG-TIME FOE HAS 
WHEN CROSSING DIMENSIONS --IN THE ] ESCAPED HIS NATIVE REALITY, THE FAN - 
NEGATIVE ZONE... TASTIC FOUR TOIN IN TOYOUS CELEBRA- 
UR = A ND | 770N 280480 KESTOR'S HOPE... 
N R 


SENSORS 

SHOW 

CONDITIONS 
NEARLY 
eo CAL 


A y 


Pd 


SLOWLY, INEXORABLY THE SHI? “DOAR 
MOVES TOWARDS THE VERPANT 
SURFACE, AS WITHIN, THE 
ANTICIPATION GROWS TO 

ALMOST TANGIELE TENSION... 


gs ) E Ai EE e > E 


ms FÃ ç ; A 
AND, AS THE LANDING 15 NA SL E NE ARE ALSO THE EEE 
y ço ; [94 L. H 
”, PA 


Dj 
COMPLETED, /N THE HUGE N o 
PRIESTS OF THIS SOCIETY, 


PRIMARY AIR -LOCK... < 
SUE. THESE ROBES ARE AN 
ANCIENT RELIGIOUS SyM- 
BOL OF RENEWAL AND 
REBIRTH, THE CREATION 
OF NEW LIFE OUT OF THE 
TRADITIONS OF THE 


WITH PONDEROUS SOLEMNITY THE CAPTAIN AND FIRST | | AND THE FIRST KESTORANS TO STEP OUTSIDE THEIR 
OFFICER ACTIVATE THE AIR-LOCK. STARSHIP HOME IN TEN THOUSAND YEARS MARCH 
PROUDLY FORTH INTO THEIR WAITING WORLD... 


MECHANISME UINLISED IN ALL 
MUMAN HISTORY GRIND 
PAINFULLY TO LIFE. 


THE GIANT 
DOOR RISES... 


AP FI 
6) 


Im PAIN 


Ds 
7 nes SIGAM 
)y SM e 


a =, EA 
a! 


| > ES TIAS 


GET BACK ON BOARD, HURRY, CAPTAIN. 
NUMBER ONE“ QUICKLY! | ALREADY IT$ FOUL AIR 
QUICKLY / WE MUST MAY BE POLLUTING OUR 
NOT REMAIN IN THIS LUNGS 

MAD PLACE“ 


CAPTAIN! WHAT IN 
THE WORLD... WHAT 
IS IT2 WHAT'S 
WRONG ? 


BUT... BUT T DON'T UNDER- 
STAND. THE ATMOSPHERE, THE 
GRAVITY , THE PRESSURE, EVEN 
THE NATIVE FLORA AND FAUNA 


EMERGENCY 
LIFT OFF. 


REEDRICHARDS. THE 
ARE WITHIN A FRACTION OF A [QUEST MUST GO ON. 
NUMBER ONE, FLASH 


THE BRIDGE. STAND 
By ALL DECKS FOR 


REED, HOW CAN 
THIS BE Z WHAT 
WENT WRONG ? 


YOU WERE 

MISTAKEN, 

REEDRICHARDS, THIS 

CANNOT BE THE WORLD 

WE WERE MEANT TO 
COLONIZE. 


No 
KESTORAN 
COULD KEEP 
HIS SANITY 
FACED WITH... 
ZHAT 


I DON'T KNOW, DARLING. EVERY - 

THING I LEARNED FROM THE 

KESTORAN DATA FILES INDICATES 
THIS WORLD IS... 


UNLESS... 


OE COURSE! y 
WHAT A £OOL 2 EVOLUTION. 


I'VE BEEN/ SEE ? EVOLUTION! 


FOR FIVE HUNDRED GENERATIONS | BUT THAT IS NOT TRUE 
REW HAVE sue 


THE ALMIGHTY SPIRIT 
CREATED ALL KESTORANS 
COMPLETE AND UNCHANGING. 
WE DO NOT “EVOLVE”, 


CAPTAIN,M O.” YOU MUST UNHAND ME, DO NOT FIGHT AGAINST |) HEY, WHAT 
NOT q E JREEDRICHARDS! YOU j 
GO TOO FAR ! IS 7M/S 2 
TS ONE. 
IN STASIS / 


LEMME GO 
YA BLASTID... 


AWRIGHT, 
THAT DOES IT“ 
I DON'T WANNA BUT MESS WITH 
ARGUE WITH YER MAMA GRIMM!S BOUNCIN! 
RELIGIONS... BABY BOY...AN!'... 


THAT SOUNDS GOOD WORK, JOHNNY! NOW N-NO AIR! I...T 
LIKE À CUE TO I'LL JUST SHOW THIS BIG CANNOT 
ME... GOON THERE!S MORE TO SREATHE...! 
BEING THE MWWISV/ELE 
GIRL THAN HE MIGHT 
THINK. 


SORRY, 
TALL, PALE, AN! 
UGLY... I JUST 
GOT TOO HOT 


VAN É aa 


IJ (O 


SUZIE MUST BE USIN! 
HER INVISIBLE FORCE- 
FIELD / BUT T'LL JUST 
STICK TA MY OWN, 
UNSUBTLE METHODS... 


DONE, MY 
CAPTAIN, 
BUT... 


IN THE AIR-LOCK. 
qe” 


YA 4 


pa 1 


ho SRA 
E” EA 
Es fo 


L—3 
eq 


BLAST! 1 HAD TO LET GO, OR MY. 
ARM$ WOULD HAVE BEEN 
TRAPPED, EVEN INTURED. 


Z VA QUICKLY, NUMBER ONE. 

AN] REEDRICHARDS |S INTELLIGENT 
ENOUGH TO WORK OUT THE 
CONTROL SURFACES AND 
OPEN THAT DOOR. WE MUST 

ACT BEFORE HE DOES. 


Mm, 


MO MR) e VT VS 


O amo asia 


THEN THEIR NAMES HEREAFTER 
SHALL BE RECORDED A$ THOSE 
OF MARTYRS TO THE NOBLE 
CAUSE OF KESTORAN SURVIVAL. 


THE ALIENS ARE TRULY 

DEMONS, NUMBER ONE, 

SENT BY SOME UNHOLY 

FORCE TO TEST OUR 
FAITH. 


THEY MUST BE 
EXMLUNGELD, FLUSHED 
INTO SPACE BEFORE 
THEY CAN CORRUPT 
ANY OF THE CREW, 


CAPTAIN...NO: DO NOT 

DO THIS THING“ THE 

LIFE OF ANY KESTORAN 

I$ TOO PRECIOUS TO 
WASTE “ 


LISTEN... LISTEN, 
THERE IS À DREAD 
SECRET YOU 
MUST KNOM... 


NOW WE'RE LOCKED IN 

HERE, AND WHO KNOWS 

WHAT THE CAPTAIN MAY 
BE PLANNING... 


ACT £ BUT, CAPTAIN, WHAT 
ARE YOU GOING TO DO £ 


EA, 


SLOWLY, CAREFULLY, THE FIRST OFFICER 
SPEAKS, THE WORDS ALMOST A LITANY, À 
TERRIELE DARK TRUTH HANDED DOWN 
THROUGH THE GENERAT/ONS AND NOW 
STABGING INTO THE CAPTAIN'S VERY SOUL 
LIKE DAGGERS OF FLAME. 


ug; 


| AND SOON... 


ATTENTION ALL HANOS. THIS 
/$ THE FIRST OFFICER. LAY 
LOWN YOUR WEAPONS. CEASE 
YOUR ATTACK ON THE ALIENS. 
Z REAR E e YOUR 


P, 


STOP“ ALL 
OF YOU, 
LISTEN! 


LOOK / THE HATCHES 
ARE ALL OPENING/. 
WE'RE ZREE? 


WiTHOLIT ANOTHER WORD THE FANTASTIC ER 
FOUR RACE ALONG THE PATH THEY SAW 
THE CAPTAIN TAKE... 


THE CAPTAIN IS ZEÃO, REEDRICHARDS. 
2 Z HAVE DIVULGED AT LAST THE 
REED... THE SECRET GUARDED BY FIVE HUNDRED 
CAPTAIN... GENERATIONS OF MY ANCESTORS ; 

AND THAT SECRET WAS TOO MUCH 
FOR THE CAPTAINIS HEART AND 


MIND TO BEAR. 


HURRY ZMINEC! 
SOMETHING 8/6 
MUST BE 


HAPPENING/ 


SECRET? 
WHAT SECRET? 
WHAT'S GOIN! 

ON HERE Z 


TI AM HURRYIN!, 
HoT- SHOT/ BUT I AIN'T 
JET- PROPELLED LIKE 
SOME PEOPLE “ 


FIVE HUNDRED GENERATIONS AGO, THE MOST TERRIBLE DAMAGE WAS TO THE VERY MEART 
WHEN THE GREAT SUN OF KESTOR OF THE SHIP. TO THE CRYOGENIC CAPSULES, OF THE 
EXPLODED THE DAMAGE THIS SHIP 20,000 WHO BOARDED ONLY 500 SURVIVED. 
SUSTAINED WAS NOT ONLY TO THE 
NAVIGATIONAL CORE. ONLY MY ANCESTOR, ONE OF THOSE 500, 
WAS DEEMED EMOTIONALLY STRONG ENOUGH 
By THE COMPUTERS TO BEAR THE 7RUTH, TO 
LEARN WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO OUR GRAND 
SCHEME OF SURVIVAL. IT WAS SHE WHO DEVISED 
THE GREAT L/E, TO SAVE THE OTHERS FROM 
THE MADNESS AND DESPAIR WHICH HAVE NOW 
CLAIMED MY CAPTAIN... 


MY LIFE-MATE... 


DO NOT APOLOGIZE , 
REEDRICHARDS. T HAD 

GOoD BYE, NUMBER | CHERISHED A TINY HOPE 
THAT ACTUALLY FINDING 
OUR PROMISEDP WORLD 
WOULD SET US FREE... 


SAP FAREWELLS COMPLETED,THE| | AND, WITHIN SECONDS, 

FANTASTIC FOUR BOARD THEIR 48 HUURTLING ONCE 

SMALL EXPLORATORY MODULE. | |MORE INTO THE EMPTI- 
NESS BEYOND. 


BUT, ALAS, 
YOU WERE 
RIGHT. WE 
MAVE 
CHANGED, IN 
500 GENER- 
ATIONS$, THIS 
SHIP 15 OUR 
ONLY HOME, 
NOW. 


LIKE SOME STRANGE FLOWER 

CLOSING AGAINST THE END OF 

THE DAY THE TINY CRAFT SEALS 
APG Perro 


AND KESTOR'S HOPE * RE 


E e 5 ... 


Po ME GU SB 0 a 


178 VOYAGE WILL CON- 
TINUE. THE CREW WILL BE 
TOLD THAT THE PLANET RB 
WAS UNSUITAELE. 


s “ “. e. es se “ 


THE CAPTAIN'S MEMORY WILL BE a pa 


FOREVER HONORED IN THE LEGENDS E E AE. RR 747E 04/ES7, THE UnNEnvING DR 
OF THE LAST KESTORANS. q Seo peca À QUEST WILL GO ON... z 


MANTRACORA, 


=] MARVEL COMICS GROUP E 
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WILL THE FABULOUS FANTASTIC FOUR FALL WICTIM TO THE TERRIELE POWER OF... 


E MINDS OF 
ANTRACORA 


ON A WORLD NOT A BLUE SUN ELISTERS THE SURROUNDING EUT, JUST HERE, THE 

EARTH, IN À UNIVERSE DESERT, STIRRING WINDS THAT SEAR FLESH AIR 18 COOL, ANP FROM 

NOT OUR OWN... AND SAND PEVILS THAT SCOURGE THE EYES. A DISTANCE | HEARD 
THE GENTLE MUSIC OF 


FOUNTAINS. 


SLOWLY, THE MUR- 


A 
N 
y 


n 


THE 
HOUR IS 
STRUCK! 


THROUGH THE PARTINE CROWPS THEY W? 
STE FORWARD, HEADS HIGH WITH S 
PRIDE, HEARTE FLUTTERINE WITH 

WILD ANTICIPATION. 


WE ARE THE CHOSEMN, 
O GREAT ZARANI TH. WE 
ARE THE ASCENDANT SOULS THEN LET 
WHO THIS DAY CLAIM OUR YOUR HEADS 
RIGHTFUL PLACE IN THE BE BARED. 
BROTHERHOOD. 


para: NÃ 
E ca Bee 


A ) Jg) 
VS Date E, 
Ko ppa 


FROM SOMEWHERE DEEP 
WITHIN THE TOWERING 
KEEP 4 DRONINE HUM 
RISES, AS IF SCORES OF 
VOICES CHANTEDIN 
PRAYER. 


e ; l ) 
THE EXPLOSION OF “o Wa Ú p» 


EMOTION IS LIKE À GREAT 


COILED SPRING UNLEASHED. «HM Ad » 


BEYOND THE ORNATE FOR- 
TAL, THE DARKNESS CLOSES 
QUICKLY THAT ABOUT THE CHOSEN ONES. 
JUBILATION 18 
LEFT BEHIND. 


=” 
DEEPER AND ' á 
VDEEPER INTO THE , 
VAST KEEP THEY VV 
FOLLOW THEIR a 
NOW SILENT LORB. E 

q «me 


AND DEEPER GROWS 
THE DARKNESS , 

AND WITHIT THE Lá 
AIR CHANGES... é 


A 


AN ANCIENT 
MUSTINESS ASSAULTE 
THEIR NOSTRILS. THIS 1S 


5 AND, AS THE 
NOT WHAT THEY EXPECTED. GREAT DOORS 


GRIND OPEN... 


k THEIR SCREAMS ARE 
yl ERIEF AND TERRIBLE... 
ROO) FTo? N 


AWAY BY CREAKING WAGON- RIDE... 


“W A » 
WE WERE LUCKY TO FIND e 4 
THAT FARMER WILLING TO ; BUT, THESE CLOTHES! | NOT TO WORRY, 
HIDE OUR SHIP ANP LENP ; à I HOPE NOBODY EX- [SUE DARLING / 
US THIS CART. nó PECTS ME TO DO ANY / THIS SHOULD BE 
é RUNNING IN THIS A PEACEFUL, 
ABSURD SKIRT! EASY VISIT. 


TWO DAYS LATER, AN HOURS TRAVEL AN 


THAT'S EASY FER YOU TA 
SAY, BIG BRAIN. YOU AIN'T 


ALL BUNDLED UP LIKE | 
IT WILL BE DIFFICULT 
ALEBARA RS CRANHY: ENOUGH FOR US TO PASS 
AN | AS NATIVES OF THIS 
| PLANET, PLEASE DON'T 


CAUSE TROUBLE. 


I'M NOT SURE 
WHY WE HAVE TO 
GET ALL DISGUISED 

ANYWAY, REED. 


WEIVE BEEN IN THE I'M AWARE OF THAT, JOMNNY. 
NEGATIVE ZONE FOR BUT THIS IS ALSO THE FIRST 
TWO MONTHS NOW, ANP TIME WE'VE ENCOUNTERED 
THIS |S THE FIRST ENERGY READINGS SUCH AS 
TIME YOU'VE CALLED THOSE IT MONITORED 

FOR SECRECY. BEFORE TOUCHDOWN... 


THERE'S SOME - 
THING QUITE OZO 
IN THAT CITADEL 

UP AHEAD. 


“QUITE ODD 2" NOW THAT'S 
ABOUT TH' MOST BRILL/ANT ZONE 
STATEMENT YOU'VE MADE 
INTHE TWENTY-ODD YEARS 

T'VE KNOWN YA. 


: ú 
a) A 


SIMPLE POWERS OF OBSER- 
VATION, OLD FRIEND. EVEN IN 
AN ALTERNATE REALITY SUCH 
A$ THIS, THERE MUST BE A 
DEGREE OF COHERENCE; MyYy- 

S/CAL LAWS. 


ER 
o) 
” 


N ; 
ESET ia 
iu GAS: da 
YES, YES, THEY BE OF INTEREST. 


FOLLOW YOU CAUTIOUSLY, AND TRY 
TO GAIN A CLOSER VANTAGE POINT. 


Ma mm wa CAR VU tuva 


THIS HERE'S THE MEGATIVE | 


AND THE ENERGIES LIVE DETECTED |). 
HERE ARE QUITE DIFFERENT FROM 
THE GENERAL EMMISSIONS OF 

THE PLANET, Ê 


AND THAT ONE... YES, THE 
== | POWER OF HIS INTELLECT 
IS GREAT INDEED. 


HE IS THE 
[7 FINAL PIECE OF 
THE PUZZLE. 


EVENTUAL... MB NUA PE Rai sd = MO SE ) THERE BE TWO ADJOIN- 
1608 > 20” asd 2 / | ING ROOMS YOU CAN 
INZO : PR es HAVE DOWN HERÉ. JUST 
E YOU AND YOUR WIFE AND 
YOUR BROTHER £ 


NO, OUR COMPANION 

WILL BE JOINING US, 

HE!IS GUARDING THE 
WAGON. 


AFTER THE | GUESS T'LL| GOOD IPEA, JOHNNY. T OH, REED AND SUE ARE 
INNKEEPER | DO SOME W TO SET UP SOME THE +) GOING TO BE... BUSY FOR 
HAS Fo A WHILE, T THINK. WHAT 
DEPARTED... TO CONFIRM MY PRIOR SAY YOU AND T ScouT 

READINGS. THE TERRAIN 2 


" FINE BYME.IS ITAN 
AN HOUR OR SO, ELECTRIC TERRAIN, OR A 
BABY BROTHER * [ob CHOO CHOO TERRAIN ? 


OH, VERY DROLL. YOU'VE YEAH, WELL AT LEAST BUT, AS THE FAMILIAR, 
BEEN READING TOO MUCH | I'VE BEEN READIN' ONLY FRIENDLY FEUO 
HARVEY KURTZMAN AGAIN. / TIME IT SEE YOU WITH A CONTINUES... 
A BOOK IS IF YER CHAIR'S 
ORT. AN! THEN 


STAY CLOSE, KEEP AN 
EYE ESPECIALLY ON 
THE LARGE ONE. HE 
INTERESTS ME. 
WHOA! HEY, THIS j AW, GIMME A BREAK, 
LOOKS LIKE SOME TORCHIE. LOOKS A WHOLE [8 
, LOT LIKE TH' LOCAL HOUSE À 
INVESTIGATE. / OF ILL-REPUTE TA ME. 


NAH... IT'S PROBABLY 
JUST A NIGHT-CLUB 


; IN A PLACE LIKE 
THIS IT COULD COST 
d YA SOME FINGERS... 


HOLD FAST, FAT ONE. |) FATZ FATZ AN' ME SO 
YOU CANNOT FIGHT A$/ CAREFUL WITH MY DIET! 
THE YOUTH DOES. YOU GUYS SURE KNOW 
CR How TA HURT A GIRL... 
MUCCERS! 


Zi ZRON FIST, BUT I 
A THINK I'M ENOUGH 
À, FOR YOU CLOWNS... 


DA *<ncs sm +2uc ro cc 
| Zxacr-- EDITORI-AL. 


as 


ad! 


AI; 


SN 
Pass 


NO POINT IN TRYIN! CUT LOOSE, KID THE 
TA HIDE WHO WE 
ARE NOW, 


THAT'S MUSIC TO MY 

CAT'S OUTTA TH' BAG. EARS, THING. LET'S SEE 

HOW THESE TOUGHS 

LIKE DEALING WITH 
THE SUMAN 


WALL a gar 
Faia ccoraa 


THEY ARE, 


MONSTERS 
THEY'RE RUNNIN! AWAY. LET'EM GO, BEN. THEY'RE N  [WEIVE GOT TO TEL 
WEID BETTER GET JUST THUGS. WE GOTTA REED ND SUE OUR 

AFTER 'EM: GET BACK TO THE HOTEL. COVER'S BLOWN... 


AT THAT TOWER AND ITS 
IMMEDIATE ENVIRONS, 


1 fi 


DEFENSIVE ALERT, SUE” 
WE'LL SHOW THESE THUGS 
THEY'VE TAKEN ON MORE 
THAN A PAIR OF UNWARY 
TRAVELERS 


I'M STILL NOT CER 


ECT 


IT... IS N 


POSS 


OT 
IBLE/ 


TAIN 
TO 


PRECISELY THE REASON | WELL, TIM JUST 
FOR MY PARTICULAR 
INTEREST, THIS COULD 


EXPLORATIONS. FEW MINUTES FOR 
: YOUR WIFE. 


q 


THE MAN CALLED MISTER FANTASTI, 


AND, A$ THE AMAZING ELASTIC BODY OF db ” 
ER c | 55, 
ENVELORS THE INTRUDERS... aa 


IT'S USELESS 
TO STRUGGLE! 
SURRENDER / 


I DID NOT SEE 
HER LEAVE, HOW 


(Cx was Nor TOLD 
THE STRANGER 
COULD SHE... 5 


AND WHERE IS 
THE GIRL Z 


TEN 
FOOT... 
LIV 


uR L 
GP 


IAM ZARANITH GELSTAL, HIGH 
LORD OF THE KEEP, RULER OF 
MANTRACORA. 


BY MY 
COMMAND, LET 
THIS FOOLISH 
BATTLE CEASE/ 


ON OUR OWN PLANET EARTH, DEEP IN 


AND, IF "MEANWHILE HAS ANY VALUE WHEN 
PASSING FROM ONE DIMENSION TO ANOTHER... isa a e PERHAPS HER GREAT- 


THE SOUNDS OF FRÂNTIO ACTIVITY 

ECHO THROUGH THE OTHERWISE 

DESERTED HEADQUARTERS OF THE 
FANTASTICO FOUR. 


AND, A$ THE METAL GAUNTLETED 
HAND OF ANNIHLEUS CLOSES 
OVER THAT FATEFUL SWITCH... 


IN THE PUBLIC OFFICES ON 

THE THIRTY FLOORS BENEATH 

EF HEADQUARTERS, SOME- N 
THING STIRS.. SN 


ONE THOUGHT 
POSSESSES ALL” 
7O RUN, TO FLEE, 
7O GET AWAY... 


NOT THREE BLOCKS DISTANT...] SORRY, TAN, T | | T'D BE MORE THAN HAPPY 
JUST DON'T TO SETTLE FOR À NICE 
IF YOU'RE QUITE CARE FOR MEN WITH FRESH | | LITTLE CONDO WITH À 
FINISHED WITH YOUR | MOUTHS$, THIS SORT OF HOT-TUB. 
FANS, SHE-MULH, | THING WOULD NEVER HAP- 
PERHAPS WE COULD PEN IN C4L/- | | ANDA PACIFIC 
CONTINUE WITH À OCEAN VIEW, NO 
THIS APARTMENT AÍ ) DOUBT. SORRY, 
HUNTING. VEN, BUT THIS 
IS NEW YORK 
NOT L.A. YOU'LL 
HAVE TO 
SETTLE FOR 
THE SAUNA AT | 
AVENGERS fá 
MANSION. 
I'M STILL NOT 
SURE WHAT 
YOUNVE GOT 
AGAINST 
LIVING THERE. 


7 ANDAS TO 
FINDING AN 
APARTMENT... 


STAMPEDE! IT'S 
A PANIC! WHAT 
COULD BE... 


HEY, SLOW DOWN FELLA. B-BACK THERE... HOT DOG! I WAS 
WHAT'S WRONG 2? WHAT'S S-SOMETHING... DON'T | |HOPING SOMETHING 
HAPPENING Z KNOW WHAT IT IS... WOULD HAPPEN 
MORRIELE” MADE TODAY TO BREAK 

ME RUN“ MADE US UP THE 
ALL RUN“ MONOTONY... 


] 


So FAR 
THIS AFTER- 
NOON HAS 
BEEN A BIG, 

DULL... 


TO COIN A PHRASE, WASP, 
ONLY MY PRIDE. T HIT... TI 

HIT... I'M NOT SURE 
W&AT T HIT... 


WHAT HAPPENEDZ 
ARE YOU HURT 2 


IT'S NO GOOD. 
ALL YOU'LL DO 
15 DROWN IN 
SEWAGE. 


IT'S SOME KIND 
OF/NVISIELE 
EARRIER. 


AND MY STING 

DOESN'T SEEM TO 

HAVE ANY EFFECT 
EITHER. 


BUT... AT CLOSE RANGE , SHE-HULK, TIVE 
YOUR STING CAN KNOCK GOT THE STRANGEST 
DOWN A WALL” rRRuho, IT JUST 

É DID... 


WASP... THIS IS 
IMPOSSIBLE / WE'RE 


SENT SIMPLY TO TENDER AN ORDERS TO YOUR SERVANTS / SAY THEY WERE JUST 
NVITATION TO JOIN ME AT THE À THAT AN ESCORT BECOMES FOLLOWING ORDERS. 


KEEL. WE HAVE MUCH AN ASSAULT... % 
: TO TALK OF, VES 2 AND THE PEOPLE 
a WHO GAVE THEM 
ne ade Ê Yy A ALWAYE SAY THEY 


WERE MISUNDER- 


BACK IN THE / A THOUSAND APOLOGIES, OU T- SUCH AS WHY YOU GIVE IT'S AN OLD SONG, TARANITH 
Bea spAlo WORLDERS. THESE MEN WERE | SUFFICIENTLY NON-SPECIFIC | GELSTAL. FLUNKIES ALWAYS 
Eus 


nevertHeLess, (ARE ( d | ; : You KNOW BEST, 
ENTRY TO THE KEE V PARLING. BUT LIM 


p 
|$ WHAT YOU DESIRE : | NOT LETTING MY 


IS IT NOTZ / GUARD DOWN FOR 
E É A MOMENT. 


A GOOD POINT. 
THAT STRUCTURE IS 


OF THE ENERGY 
READINGS. IF WE WISH 
TO INVESTIGATE WE 

MUST ACCEPT HIS 

OFFER, SUE. 


THUS,A FEW/ YOU SEEM UN- I AM A SCHOLAR, REED! SUE! WE'VE YOU'RE A LITTLE LATE 
SURPRISED THAT | RICHARDS. THE SKY IS BLOWN OUR COVER! WITH THAT NEWS, BABY 
WE ARE ALIEN FILLED WITH WORLDS$.| |THESE PEOPLE KNOW BROTHER / 
TO THIS WORLD, / SHOULD T THINK THEM WE'RE ALIENS ! 
ALL BARREN 2 


WE'VE ALREADY 
MADE CONTACT WITH 
THE CiTY RULER. 


AS THE SETTING BLUE SUN ETCHES DEEPENING 
SHADOWS AGAINST THE NORTHERN FACE OF 
THE SKY-CLAWING KEEP... 


«e WITHIN, 
AN ATMOSPHERE 
ALMOST FESTIVE 
PERMEATES THE 
ANCIENT STONES. 


MORE HALANTH, 
REED RICHARDS Z 


PERHAPS 
HALF A CUP 
MORE. IT'S 
VERY G00D. 


I MUST SAY, TARANITH, 

THIS HAS BEEN ONE OF 

THE FINEST MEALS T 
HAVE EVER 
EXPERIENCED, 


CURIOU$. OUR PORTA- 

BLE SCANNERS SHOW 

THE FOOD AND DRINK 

TO BE DRUG FREE VET 

THIÉ DRAFT TASTES 

PISTINCTLY OF BAR... 
BIT... UR... 


HEY! WHO 
TURNED OUT THE 


ABRUPTLY... 
LIGHTS Z 


DON'T SWEAT IT, THING! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR OWN 

LIVING LIGHT SOURCE 
RIGHT HERE... 


REED! THE 
TARANITH ! 
EVERYONE... 
EVERY TMUING'S 
GONE. 


I KNEW IT! T KNEW 
THAT REFUGEE FROM ! 
ZARDOZ COULDN'IT 

BE TRUSTED! 2 Ec 


THE ROOMS... THE 
) BANQUET... EVERYTHING 
f MUST HAVE BEEN SOME 
KIND OF ILLUSION! BUT 
MY POWER TO MAKE THE 
INVISIBLE VISIBLE I$ 
| HAVING NO EFFECT ON 
THESE WALLS. 


METAL! A 


WORRY, 
SUZIE! WE 
MANY NOT BE 
ABLE TA 
SEE TH' 

WALLS... 


-' 


ELSEWHERE... 
HIS MIND FIGHTS AGAINST 
ANOTHER KIND OF DARK - 
NESS, 

MIS EYELIDS FEEL WEIGHTED WITH LEAD. 
TIS ALL HE CAN DO MERELY TO OPEN THEM. 


em, 


FLESH, MINCLING WITH |) 
AN ALIEN SCENT... 


N 


AH, YOU ARE AWAKE AT 


E 1 W'LAÉT, REED RICHARDS. EXCEL - 
HORRIBLE, y d ETO BE 
STRANELING...) 


|$ FITTING YOU SHOULD KNOW 


YOUR FATE BEFORE IT BEFALLS YOU. 


OF COURSE. DO YOU IMA- 
GINE T HAVE ENJTOYEDP ALL 
THE YEARS OF AGONY 
COAXING FROM MY THROAT 
THE ABHORRENT NOISE 
THESE CREATURES 
CALL SPEECH 2Z 


I'M NOT SEAKRINE 
YOU. IT'S TELEPATHY ! 


YOUR SPEECH a wi “da 
PATTERNS HAVE JO Ne 
cHANGED LA (NSÍS À 
OS NY « 
EN Ny 


THAT, OF COURSE, 
REQUIRED A CERTAIN 
MODIFICATION OF 
MY TRUE FORM... 


AH... I SEE BY YOUR LE E LIKE YOURSELF TAM NOT A 
FACE THAT YOU HAVE NATIVE OF THIS PATHETIC WORLD. 
NOT MADE THE FINAL AST MY SHIP CRASHED HERE THIRTY 
CONNECTION, HAVE . SUN-CYCLES AGO. I FOUND A 
NOT ASSEMBLED ALL WORLD OF PRIMITIVE BARBARISM. 
THE PIECES OF THE 
UZZLE. BUT NOW 
THE LONG 


THE MASKED ROLE OF TARANITH 
WAIT IS 


SEEMED SUITED TO THE DECEP- 
TION I FELT I MUST PRACTICE, 
S0 T SLEW THE MAN IN THAT 

POSITION AND TOOK HIS PLACE. 


I NEED BUT DEPRESS A 

FINAL SWITCH, AND YOU 
SHALL OPEN MY CAGE 
AND SET ME FREE“ 


MEANWHILE...| IT'S NO USE, SIS. EVEN A 
PINPOINT o 
|) 


Za 
BARELY TOUCHING IT. 


HUH/ SOME KINDA 
MACHINERY! TIVE GOT EMA 
ME THE STRANGEST / 


MN 
THIS ISN'T 
MONSTRO TH 
WHALE, BEN. 
THIS 18 AN 
ALIEN SHIF AND 


CAREFUL, BEN. 
DON'T SLIP ON 
MY INVISIBLE 
FORCE FIELD 
RAMP. 


STAND BACK, VARA 
KIDDIES, TIM 
GONNA MAKE 
ENTRANCE... 


FOOL! You 
ARE TOO 
LATE / 


PERHAPS SOMEDAY YOU 
MAY EVEN SUCCEED IN 
FULLY RE-EDUCATING 
HIM, THOUGH THE MAN 
YOU ONCE KNEW IS 
FOREVER DEAD / 


C'MERE, $TRETCHO. I'M DYIN' TA 
HERE YA TRY ONE OF YER MILLION 
BUCK EXPLANATIONS OF THIS 

GADGET. 


MY MECHANISM HAS DRAINED HIS INTELLECT IN- 

TO THE LIVING MATRIX OF MY SHIP HIS, ALONG 

WITH ALL THE OTHERS I HAVE DRAINED WILL 
PROVIDE THE PSIONIC POWER Z NEED TO 
BLAST AWAY FROM THIS SCRAP OF DUST AND 


RETURN HOME. 


DA UN 
e 


TELEPATHIC LAUGHTER 
DRIVES DAGGERS OF ICE 
POWN THE SPINES OF THE 
THREE PARTNERS. 


“FOREVER DEAD “ Ú 


FOR YOUR LEADER'S 
ASSISTANCE I WILL 
NOT NOW DESTROY 
YOU ALL, AS T HAD 

W PLANNED. INSTEAD 
NI WILL LEAVE YOU 

HIS BODY, ALIVE 


SUSAN RICHARDS GAZES 
INTO THE EMPTY EYES 


kNOWING TWIST HER 
SOUL. 


DOM Va 


(5) A a (Po: 
by € O. po ta 
/ ASAS 
(SU dA 
a JA A 


A ITCAN'T 


Es 
di ( 


= BE! REEDIS... 
DEAD! 
a E: 
Ema VE 


45 
Tra: DA ae: 
DE yS ÇRA IO 
IR q 
/j A sã Y N “ug 
da! JÁ q 


CONTINUNE THE GREAT NEGATIVE ZONE SACA? 


io Ra / 


tools 
ENYA in 
SAIA € 


SONNARRN 
| AN NEY 


R AN EARLY SPRING SWEETENS 


7O ONE WHOSE HEIGHTENED SENSES 
CAN DETECT THE FAINTEST ODOR IN 

THE EVERYDAY MIRE OF SMELLS, É 
THE CHANGE [8 MOST WELCOME. 


ACROSS THE MAN-MADE 
CANYONS AS EASILY AS 
ANOTHER MAN MIGHT 
TRAVERSE À SIPEWALK. 


E /S PAREDEVIL , THE 
N WITHOUT FEAR! 


= Nf, 7 


S E> fu TE pa Es à 
TAN CLYNIS WEIN / AL MH 
Ra CHRONICLER ! ERAS | ae ú tri E la nes 


IN THE YEARS SINCE AN ACCIDENT WITH À | IT HA 
CANISTER OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL Ea D|>4E pi E io 
| SUPER-SENSITIVE HEARING, 
TOUCH, SMELL, TASTE... 


a 


Es 


-.. AND SOME RANDOM ELEMENT 
REPLACED HIS LOST SIGHT 


NOW HE 8 AS MUCH AT 

HOME BOUNDING ACROSS 

THE ROOFTOPS OF THE 
BE APPLE-- 


A 
PÉ /VNOCENT IN HER PROUD 
PA COURTS OF LAW. 
e DA 
“SAO 


É DA VADE Na 


BUT, ON THIS PARTICULAR 
SPRING MORNING , À SUR - 
PRISE AWAITS DAREDEVIL... 


”. 


' e 
a ESSES So 


STUNNED BY THE 
/MPACT, HE PRORS 
LIKE THE PROVERB/AL 
STONE. 


WALK TWELVE FLOORS 
POWN. 


&LT DAREDEVIL 
/$ NOT ANOTHER 
MAN. 


EVEN BEFORE HIS 
CONSCIOUS MIND IS 
FULLY ACTIVE, HIS 
FINELY TUNED 
INSTINCTS ARE IN 
OVERDRIVE, 


HE WILL NOT 
FACE THE FINAL 
PARKNESS THIS 

DAY. 


EL THE WILL TRY 
TO FIND OUT War 
/T WAS HE HIT. 


WHEN HE LANDS, 
HE LANDS 
RUNNING, 


1 DON'T KNOW WHAT IT WAST É HERE/ WHATEVER IT IS, IT'S 
STRUCK--IT DIDN'TALERT MY My RIGHT HERE--A $MOOTH 
HYPER-SENSES BEFORE-- BUT É ALMOST FRICTIONLESS 


STRAINING EVERY 
JOTA OF HIS POWER 
HE MOVES SLOWLY 
FORWARD, 


Pta sad! 
(TRC Tiga 
em al 


WHAT ON 
EARTH CAN 


THE HOUR 


SURFACE, SOLID AS age 


BUT... BUT MY 
RADAR-SENSE 
CAN'T DETECT 
ANYTHING BUT 


WHERE, IN ONE OF THE 
MANY LAB AREAS OF 
THE FIVE STORY COM- 
PLEX AT THE TOP OF 
THE BUILDING... 


GROWS EVER 


WE MUST TURN OUR 
NEARER ” 


ATTENTION NORTH, TO 
THE VERY CENTER OF 
THI£ STRANGE NULL 


SOON--VERY SOON MY S 


REAT SCHEME WILL SEE ITS 
ANN 


WITHIN THE HOUR THE NULL FIELD WILL NY THEN SHALL THIS UNIVERSE 
HAVE EXPANDED TO ITS FULL DIMENSIONS. * AND MY OWN MEGAT/VE 


ZONE EXIST FOR AN 
INEXORABLE GROWTH, RADIATING SLOWLY, 4 INSTANT IN THE SAME 
OH SO SLOWLY OUTWARDS, UNTIL THE SPACE AT THE SAME TIME. 
TWO FIELDS BECOME ONE. 


A-ANNIHILUS ... 
wHy2 mg y 22 


E 
You SPEAK 2 YOU FEMALE, YOU 
DARE QUESTION 
THE DIVINE PLAN OF 

ANNIHILUS T ; ALL THINGS... 


A 


; S 


Ss; £ 
1) 


P-PLEASE... BEFORE, 


WHEN YOU HAVE BAT- 
TLED THE FANTASTIC 
FOUR, YOUR GOAL HAS 
BEEN TO DESTROY ONLY 
THEM. NOT TWO N/- 

VERSES! WHY... 


q 


YES. YES, THE TERROR ÉS Look, À BEHOLD THE 
IN YOUR EYES WILL FEMALE. h TRUE FACE OF 
BEA SWEET (GR LOOK. ANNIHILUS / 

REWARD. “ | á 
KEN NO j 
a) ' ESB: 


SEE? SEE HOW MY SKIN BOILS AND THIS EXO-SKELETAL SUIT 
MIMICS MY TRUE, LOST FORM, 


FESTERS 2 SEE HOW IT GROWS RANK 

AS MY LIFE-FORCE ROTS AWAY Z WITH- 

OUT MY PRECIOUS COSM/C CONTROL 

ROD * MY IMMORTALITY 15 LOST, AND 

THE WEIGHT OF VAST AGE CRUSHES 
POWN UPON ME. 


AND HOLDS AT BAY THE 
FINAL VOID, BUT... 


You DO NOT CRY OUT, 
DO NOT SEEK TO SHIELD 
YOUR EYES FROM THE 
HORROR BEFORE YOU...? 


By ALL THE 
PESTILENCES YOU 
ARE BLIND/ 


| MTHIN THE METAL 
N SUIT HIDDEN SERVO-MECHA- 
MISME WHIRR AND CLICK. 


NS 


Y ] THIS IS A IN | AND TREMENDOUS 
/ AA bi E ne ” POWER ne a 
NLEASHED. 
a TOLERATE! E 


1 PROMISED YOUA ER Dr Á 
didi Ce: 
) By, 


PLEASE... 
PLEASE TI 
CANNOT... 


ALICIA MASTERS" PLAINTIVE 

CRY RIPS BRIEFLY THROUGH THE 

DESERTED HALLS OF THE BAX- 
TER BUILDING. 


) 

as 

' 
Te O 


BUT IN ALL THE 
CITY THERE (8 NO 
ONE WHO HEARS. 


BIO 


SHE ANP YOUNE FRANKLIN RICISAROS 
HAVE NO WAY OF REACHING SUCH HELP AS 
MIGHT BE AVAILABLE TO THEM HERE ON 
Que su VELY PEACEFUL LOOKING 

PL : 


ANP THE FANTASTIC FOUR , 
/,? + AS THE ONLY AID THEY MIGHT 
Pasto, / E HOPE FOR... 


[ZOR, AT THAT MOMENT, ON 
A PLANET IN À UNIVERSE 
PARALLEL TO OUR OWN... 


SUE... WHAT IS ITZ HE... HE'S HIS MIND... HI$ VERY 
WHAT'S HAPPENED SOUL HAS BEEN 
TO REED € SEN. DRAINED OUT OF 
HIS BODY / 


SS 


- 


Ma AND 
un ns 

INE ; 
1) q 


N 


CA 
o”) 


n 


Me ai, 
te 


y 
(! 


- 
cm 


A 


ES 


AND AS THE BEAUTIFUL INVISIBLE GIRL 
SPEAKS THOSE TERRIBLE WORDS, À 


OF POWER FOR THIS, MY 
STARSHIO. 


CORA FOR FAR TOO LONG. 


| | NOW, WITH MY SHIP RENEWED 


THE MIND OF YOUR 
MEUSBAND WAS OF 
SUFFICIENTLY POWERFUL 
INTELLECT TO PROVIDE 
THE FINAL BURST OF 
PSIONIC ENERGIES. 


ANP THIS SHIP WILL 
BLAST AWAY INTO SPACE! 


NOW Z HAVE ONLY TO LA AS E SRS 
Sa 


| ' 
NOT $0 FAST, MUCUS- ) 
E. YOU DON'T JUST 


SUE! DO 
SOMETHING! 


(A 
W( 


As 


fis 


q a 


Eua 


Dr = - s “a “um E 
PM) ma, po E a 
Do 
SUMA JAVA. 7 / IMPUDENT 
44 PWM) | YOUNG PUP! 
THIS IS A SPACE SHIP, 
STRIPLING. DO YOU FANCY 


IT TO BE WITHOUT FIRE 
EXTINGUISHING MATERIAL? 


(ER 


FROM THE BODY OF 
SUSAN RICHARDS! 


| OH NO! HE'S E £FOOLS:! THIS VESSEL 
RUNNING ACROSS p 1$ DESIGNED TO 
THE CEILING. FUNCTION IN ZERO 
GRAVITY. 


YEAH 2 WELL, REMIND 
ME TA BE IMPRESSED 
SOMETIME, WILL YA 2 


BEN, WHAT UM 
ARE YOU 
DOING £ 


SINCE YER EVER- Pa tl 
crias Ep di y- Ts h 
| y Ww | = 
CLOWN... (OS 


LESSEE WHAT HAPPENS 
IF IX TURN TH' CEILING 
ZONE 


a INTO A WAR af 
> 
ENA 
y VE NES» q 
Na AN 
DE A 
IN THE POWERFUL HANDS OF THE 


WHISTLING MISSILES ... 


AND ALTHOUGH GEN 
CRIMM'S ACTIONS 
CREATE THE DESIRED 
EFEE( 


WHAT PUNY MINDS THESE 


-=/N THE FINAL ANALYS/S 
/7 18 SOMEWHAT LESS 
THAN THE DESIRED 
RESULT. 


POWERFUL AS, REED 


RICHARDS. 


AT LAST--MY CAP- 
TIVITY IS ENDED My 
FREEDOM IS 


)) ASSURED. 
Ji 
O; 


A” 


N 
A) 


NS 9 » - ee] D; 
S 74, Ac 
50 S,/ D/ AM a - = AN "|: 

DEFT FINGERS DANCE SKILL- 


FULLY ACROSS COMPLEX 
CONTROL SURFACES. 


f 


“ 


m— 


(7H 


(4 


( 


EP BLASTS 
COON OF ; 
ECT, SPEWING 
Lo ER a em 
"co 


Ny 
o 
ko 

Na 


V 


WERE /7 POSSIBLE TO /(NTERPRET THAT 
PSI-ELECTRIC PULSE AS A WORD OF 
MUMAN LANGUAGE /T WOULD SAY... 


N N 


“... QUITE REMARKABLE. “ 


= Esda pede E 
* AWARENESS... OF... FUNCTION... acriviTs..| BUT... FUNCTION... 15... 


INCONSISTANT... WITH... | 
= /N... PHYSICAL Pros = / Cr 


MEMORY. YES. MEMORY. MUST... SELF SELF. SELE TI ME. 
NOT... LOSE... SELF... vES. E dd 


Z.I CAN. SENSE MY 
PHYSICAL PARAMETERS. 


CONCENTRATE! CONCENTRATE. 
MUST ASSIMILATE. Z MUST 
ASSMILATE. ANALYZE. 


SENSE MY... BODY. 


NO. THIS DOES NOT FEEL AT YET, WITHIN IS À KIND OF LIFE. 
2 so Et Ge a OR SOMETHING WHICH FUNC - 
ERA E TONS AS VE IT WERE ALIVE. 


meanwniie. RE : 
Er PE DM ho, MT Se e ea THROUGH THE COLD STILLNESS 
o qe. PRM tos qu eia a 0 OF A UNIVERSE AS VAST AND 
ee! Ed e“. a TRACKLESS AS OUR OWN, THE 
. as a o GREAT STARSHIP HURTLES... 
“ RA “e Es PRE GREEN RS s p 
o. 1 4 DA 
eme A 


THE EMOTION 18 NOT SHARED BY HIS PASSENGERS... 


est 


3 (4; A 


THAT ACCESS TUNNEL 


Y GO AHEAD, 


SUE. T'LL 
CARRY YER 


| 
f 


) 
EN 
ADA 
th 
JOHNNY, BUT, 
BE cauTiouS! NB 


VÁ 


ps 
A esp te 


“ATO THE BRIDGE, WE'D 


BETTER MOVE FAST. 


dies cce rco to 
JP . 


TRUE TO FOMNNY |) RIA 


NOT TOO FAR AHEAO, í- 
STORM'S cuESS.. NB 


HMM, THE ALIENS HAVE 
PENETRATED THE NUMBER 
SEVEN INTERNAL ACCESS 
CONDUIT. THEY CAN DO 
LITTLE DAMAGE THERE... 


(3 


WHILE T,ON THE 
OTHER HAND, WITH A 
SINGLE SWITCH CAN 


= 
[Z 


7) 


QL AS po 


THE STRANGE ALIEN FINGERS TOUCH 
LIGHTLY AT THE CONTROLS... 16 


o O. Cc geta Grito. 
N BUT WHAT HAPPENS NEXT HAS NOTHING 
EEN WHATSOEVER TO DO WiTH THE PROPER 

A FUNCTION OF THOSE CIRCUITS... 


AND THE NEXT MOMENT É 
AN UNEXPECTED IMAGE . 
SWIMS AND SWIRLS ACROSS (ENO 


THE FORWARD VIEW SCREEN. e 


Ra 


* 
+ 


ASS S 


HOLD ON do Ds 
TIGHT TO g, BP La RM (é 
REED, BEN “IF od) 4) ha / | nd 1 
DEP amar x arenrmy AB So 
RIFT AWAY... LRIGHT, M é 
FRIEND, I HAVE B 7: id 


» 


ES 
CONTROL OF THIS [5/7 q 
VESSEL NOW. 4/ REED 
JS RICHARDS! 
Vão YO KA |) How?/7 [5 


YOUR OWN .“.. 
GREED DE- ER 
FEATED vou. MARANTaA: 


a mm A 
50 YOU TRICKED US, 
DRUGGEP ME, AND À 
DRAINED MY INTELLECT* 
AND NOW Z CONTROL 
YOUR SHIP, 


XA VERY SHORT RECAP OF 


NOW, SURRENDER 

TO MY PARTNERS 
OR T'LL BE 
FORCED TO... 


ese dr 


etc Net? o À 

GASES 
PINI 3; is 
ES 


£2 


BUT LIKE A MAN TRYING TO 
FILL À SACK WITH MORE THAN E 
IT WILL HOLD, YOU FELT 
FA] COMPELLED TO STEAL JUST 
| ONE MORE MIND 


e RE 


— 
(a) 


n; aa LC 4 


; (Uns UE 


N NO, 1 RATHER 
E THINK NOT. 


ALRIGHT, UGLY, THE JIG'S 

UP' I DON'T KNOW WHAT 

YOU'VE BEEN TRYIN' TO 
PULL, BUT... 


E, 


O / cur nor THE > PRN 
BAN Escape Pors.. a, 
e - . 


) 


. 

CC. ... e 
O . 
20. 0 0. 
.. . e . 


YEARS OF DISUSE, 
THEY'RE UNSAFE... 


THE DRIVE IS 
MALFUNCTIONING 
-. OVERHEATING... 

I MUST... 


R Res ee E 


HOLY COW, TH' 
HOTSHOT WUZN'T 
KIDDIN' / REED'S 
GONE AN' GOT 
HIMSELF DONE UP 
LIKE THE WIZARD 
OF OZ“ g 


AS WELL AS CAN BE 

EXPECTED, MY DARLING. 

T'LL CONFESS THIS 15 
SOMETHING LESS THAN 
THE MOST COMFORTABLE 
EXPERIENCE OF MY 


ea Pra] 


Es YdA 
O así 


REED 2 REED, THAT...I DO NOT KNOW. 
OH DEAR HEAVEN, W ' BUT T'VE SET THIS SHIP 
IS IT YOU? ARE | ON A COURSE BACK TO THE 

YOU... ALRIGHT Z ACCESS TO OUR REALITY. 


“AND THAT SHOULD TAKE | PERFECT, SUE. YOU FOL- 
US ABOUT TWO WEEKS." | LOWED MY INSTRUCTIONS 


TO THE LET TER! 


THEN IT'S WORKING? 

THE CYBER-HELMET HAS 
TRANSFERRED YOUR MIND 
BACK INTO YOUR BODY 2 


NOT EXACTLY TRANSFERRED, SUE MORE 
LIKE ZRANSM/TTED. MY MIND IS STILL 
TRAPPED IN THE PSIONIC MATRIX OF 
THIS SHIP BUT WITH THIS HELMET, I 
CAN AT LEAST MANIPULATE MY BODY, 
AND COMMUNICATE THROUGH IT. 


BUT... BUT WE 
MUST RESTORE 
YOU. GET YOU 
BACK TO NORMAL ! 


AND WE WILL, 
HONEY. WE WILL. BUT 


WHAT /Z BUT IF THAT'S REED, NO“ YOU MUST BE I'M AFRAID NOT, SUE. 
BEEN SMASHED..WE CAN'T MISTAKEN... YOU'VE GO7 JUST A MOMENT AND T'LL 


GET BACK TA EARTH! 7O BE MISTAKEN “7 


GET THE IMAGE ON-SCREEN 
FOR ALL OF YOU... 


WITH THE ACCESS TUNNEL 
APPARENTLY DESTROYED THAT 
IS THE ONLY WAY WE CAN 

RETURN TO EARTH... 


AND ANTA É) AND THAT WAY 
INN à a LIES CERTAIN 
|| DESTRUCTION! 


MUTUAL 


MONTH IN 
AVENGERS *4 223 AND 
RIGHT BACK HERE WITH: 


OC | sã 


SD) Ly, 


Stan Lee as 


ks: 
CAN EVEN THE MICHTY AVENGERS SAVE US FROM... 


FROM OUT OF THE SOUTH - 

EASTERN SKIES SHOOTS À 

a SHAFT OF RADIANT 
CG -- 


THE CLOUDS AND STREAKS 
UP EROADWAY ? 
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JIMSHOOTER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


WITH 7HOR AND ME TO HELP THE 
P NAVY CAPTURE THE PLANTMAN! * 


TE OH. WELL / AT LEAST 
Eb WITH MY SPEED, T SHOULD 


lá pasttiiiim 

XALL OF THIS-- ANP MORE THEN FLY NEW 

OCCURRED IN OUR PREVIOUS || J pur x ORLEANS BEFORE SOME 
TWO [SSUES. - 

Bras 


MU INA [Tt em ——eny NEW CRISIS TURNS UP/ 


SURPRISED BY HER SUDPDPEN DEFLECTION, CAPTAN 
MARVEL IS OVER AMILE LP BEFORE SHE 
CHANGES TO HUMAN FORM - - ALLOWING 

GRAVITY TO BRAKE HER UPWARP CLIME 


E) 


NS imwas as pI Z 
É BOUNCED OFF SOME 


Z 


7 


Z 


/ 
Z 


THIS IS CRAZY/ THERE 4...BUT IF REFLECTED LIGHT IS I'LL JUST IF LIGHT CAN'T 
/S A WALL OR FORCE- ? PASSING THROUGH IT FROM INSIDE, BET THE | GET THROUGH, 
FIELD OR SOMETHING , WHY WAS MY LIGHT-FORM BLOCKED ANSWER LIES H MAYBE SOME 
HERE --AND IT AS FROM THE OUTSIDE ? SOMEWHERE 21] || OTHER FORM 2 
INVISIBLE... ON THE NH OF ENERGY É 
INSIDE! (O O WILL! 


AND WHY DO T À) 
GET SUCH AN 


WITH À THOUGHT, THE DYNAMIC NEW AVENGER SEEME TO 
VANLSH FROM SIGHT-- STREAKING HEAD-ON AT THE 
RSA) IN THE FORM OF HIGH - FREQUENCY RADIO 
na ... j 


UNE Ave EV PA 


... BUT ONCE MORE SHE 
18 DEFLECTED 


GATHERINE HER ENERGIES, SHE WILLS HERSELF TO THE, 
OTHER SIDE OF THE ELECTROMAGNETIC SPECTRUM, 
STORMING THE UNSEEN BARRIER AS À STREAM OF 
COSMIC RAYS 


AGAIN, SHE IS 
REPULSED ! 


BACK AND FORTH SHE FLIES, RETURNING AGAIN, 

AND AGAIN IN FRACTIONS OF A SECOND AS AN --NOT EVEN CGAMMA RAYS 
ELECTRICAL DISCHARGE... RADIANT HEAT... - CAN PENETRATE THE BARRIER / 
X-RAYS! BUT NOTHING -- 


I COULD HAVE SWORN T JUST AS WELL, T SUPPOSE/ 
FELT THE WALL GIVE JUST f I DON'T LIKE TO BECOME 
THE TINIEST BIT UNDER My HARD RADIATION THIS CLOSE 
GAMMA- RAY BOMBARDMENT | TO PEOPLE! IT ISN'T SAFE! 
-- BUT NOT ENOUGH TO 

DO ANY G00D! 


ON THE OTHER HAND, I DOUBT o 
DE gen do 
ER FOR ; 
rá O ER COF EN TUE CREED AND O 
K HEAD FOR-- A 


THE AVENGERS ARE CAPTAIN MARVEL ! 
ALWAYS HAPPY TO WHAT'S THE MATTERZ 
ASSIST THE POLICE, DON'T TELL ME SOME- 
INSPECTOR! IF YOU'LL THING WENT WRONG 
FEED ME THE COORDI- WITH THE NAVAL 
NATES YOU HAVE, WEILL MISSION! 

TRY TO TRACK DOWN 
THE SOURCE OF 
THE PROBLEM ! 


MYSTIFIED BY 


MEANWHILE, IN À MODEST 
FOURTH-FLOOR APARTMENT 
/N EROOKLYN 
HEIGHTS -- / 


YOU'RE NOT THE ONLY ONE! THE 
SHE-HULK AND T RAN INTO IT-- 
LITERALLY -- LESS THAN A HALF- 
HOUR AGO“ I'M CROSS -CHECKING 
THE NY.P.D, DATA-LINK NOW TO--/ 


7 AH, ACCORDING TO 
THIS, THE FIELD 1 
CENTERED AT... 


NO, THAT WENT OFF WITHOUT A 
HITCH/ WE CAPTURED A WEIRDO 
CALLED THE PLANT-MAN... THOR 
AND STARFOK ARE TAKING HIM 
TO A FEDERAL LOCK-UP NOW / 


T'M TALKING ABOUT A 

FORCE-FIELD THAT'S SPRUNG 

UPIN MIDTOWN --ONE THAT 
I CAN'T 


am PENETRATE/ 


[1 


s 
LA 
Lh 
B 
L] 
E 


MD fu! 


U 


N 


-- FREELANCE ARTIST STEVE ROGERS /S IN AN UNUSUALLY 
MOROSE MOOD... ONE WHICH EVEN THE PRESENCE OF HIS 
LADY LOVE CANNOT SEEM TO BREAK. 

I'M SORRY, BERNIE. 


IF YOU WON'T TALK IT'S NOT THAT I 
ABOUT WHAT'S DON'T WANT TO 
BOTHERING YOU, TALK ABOUT IT... 
STEVE, WILL YOU 
AT LEAST STOP 
PACING BACK AND 
FORTH LIKE 4 
CAGED BEAR 2 

| 


OH. CLASSIFIED 
STUFF, HUH 2 


STEVE, THIS IS 
JAN“ SOMETHING 
SERIOUS HAS 
COME UP“ 


NO ONE, A$ FAR AS WE CAN TELL! 
THAT'S WHAT'S SO WEIRD--THERE'S 
SOMETHING ABOUT THE FIELD THAT 
IL DON'T KNOM... LRICA TENS 
PEOPLE/ AS IT GREW, THEY RAN “ ad 


WHAT REALLY 
WORRIES ME I$ 
THE PLACE THE 

FIELD IS 
GROWING FROM! 
] STEVE... IT'S 
THE BAX TER 
BUILDING! 


INA WAY, IT'S | T DON'T KNOW WHAT BOTHERS 

ANENGERS, /ME MORE... THAT TONY STARK 

BUSINESS / HAS QUIT THE AVENGERS AND 
TURNED OVER HI2 TRON MAN 
IDENTITY TO ANOTHER MAN... 


OR THAT HE APPEARED 
DETERMINED TO DRINK HIM- 
SELF UNCON$CIOUS ./*H 
SUCH A WASTE/ T NEVER 
KNEW THAT--/ 


EHZ SPEAKING 
OF AVENGERS. 
BUSINESS... 


DE 


j Arens” esc 


THERE'S A MONSTROUSLY BIG 
FORCE-FIELD IN THE MIDDLE 
OF MIDTOWN! THE POLICE SAY 
THAT ALL POWER AND COM- 
MUNICATIONS WITHIN IT 
HAVE BEEN CUT OFF-- 


--AND IT APPEARS 
TO BE GROWING“? 


THE BAXTER 
BUILDING Z/ 


AND IF 
THEY'RE IN 
TROUBLE, THEN 
CALTAIN 

AMERICA IS 
NEEDED ON THE 
DOUBLE 


BUT THERE /$ NO CHEER WITHIN THE BUILDING!S TOWER COM- 
PLEX. THERE [S ONLY STARK TERROR, AS SCULPTRESS ALICIA 
MASTERS SQUIRMSE IN THE CRASP OF A NIGHTMARISH FORM 
FROM WORLDS BEYOND? 


HAVE YOU GROWN MUTE AS 

WELL AS BLIND, WOMAN 2 

WHY DO YOU NOT PLEAP 

FOR YOUR WORTHLESS 
LIFE £ 


E Hi TOeeR 7 


AT THE FOCAL FOINT 
Dor 7HE MYSTERIOUS 

FIELD, THE BAXTER 
BUILDING CHEERILY 
SHINES OUT AMID THE 
TALLER, DARKER 
SKYSCRAPERS WHICH 
SURROUND IT. 


Eta Ta! 


AND THEY CANNOT HOW WONPERFULLY IRONIC -- THAT 
RETURN“ T HAVE SMASHED * A DEVICE WHICH ONCE PRODUCED 
THEIR NEGATIVE ZONE A GATEWAY BETWEEN TWO |. 
ACCESS PORTAL AND UNIVERSES SHOULD PROVIDE THE 
REMOVED ITS POWER POWER TO UTTERLY DESTROY 
CORE TO ENERGIZE HEM /* 

MY IMPENETRABLE 

NULL -FIECO! 


I AM IMMORTAL NO LONGER! THE 
COSMIC ROD WHICH GRANTED ME 
ETERNAL EXISTENCE WAS LOST 
TO ANOTHER-- DUE IN PART TO 
THE INTERFERENCE OF EARTH- 
MEN /* SOON, I SHALL DIE... 


«AND SO ALL 
MUST DIE. BUT 
YOU SHALL BE 
THE FIRST TO... 


Y REALIZE THE 
FUTILITY, EHZ À 


THERE IS NO 
FANTASTICO FOUR 


ANNIHICLUS ...N-NHY 


MUST 50 MANY INNO- 
SENT CREATORES 


XSEE FANTÁSTICO |. 
FOUR FLSI-255, 
THE SURVEILLANCE MONITORS SHOW 


SOMEONE ATTEMPTING TO BODILY 
HALT THE NULL-FIELD 


IT 15 A WOMAN OF 

YOUR SPECIES, AND 

«NO! IT IS NOT 
POSSIBLE! 


THOUGH SHE 
CANNOT STOP IT, 
SHE IS SLIGHTLUY, 
ALMOST IMPERCEP- 
TIVELY, SLOWING THE 
EXPANSION / 


SLI IF ONLY 1 HAD SOMETHING 
UK SOLID ENOUGH TO BRACE 


A XP MYSELF AGAINST, TILL BET 
I COULD STOP THIS 
HHSEBE THING! AO) 


HANG ON, 
JENNIFER/ TIVE 
ASSEMBLED SOME 


NOT REAL WELL / THIS 
STUPID WALL -OF- SOMETHING 
NOTHING KEEPS RIGHT INANIMATE 
ON OOZING OVER EVERY-| | THAT MIGHT THAT'S À RISK WE'LL 
THING INANIMATE! T DO SOME HAVE TO TAKE, SHE- 
JUST CAN'T SEEM GOOD! HULK. WOULD YOU / 
TO STOP IT! LIKE TO DO THE 
HONORS 


50 MUCH FOR THAT IDEA: THE 
FIELD CAN'T EAT THE SHIELD, 
BUT THE SHIELD ISN'T ANY 
BETTER AT CUTTING INTO 
THE FIELDIS PROGRESS. 


HEY, MARVEL, 
HAVE YOU TRIED jam 
To-- 2 


AT LEAST NO ONE APPEARS TO 
lira By THE 


AH, HERE == 
COMES THE 
CAVALRY 


Y THOR... STARFOKX... 
BE CAREFUL 


HOW'S THAT, 
CAPTAIN 2 
WHAT -- 


HMM“ TIVE NEVER HAD I ASSURE YOU 


ANYONE FALL FOR ME 
LIKE THIS BEFORE“ 


AND THEN, DESPITE CAPTAIN 
MARVEL'$ ACCOUNT OF THE 
INVISIBLE BARRIER'S RESISTANCE 
7O ELECTRICITY, THE GOD OF 
THUNDER TRIES AN 
ELECTRICAL 
VISCHARGE OF 

HIS OWN! 


a) « 


RL di 
WTH HURRICANE SPEED, THE A 


MICHTY HANMER MTOLNIR 
HURTLES TOWARD THE AM 
NULL -FIELOD! 


FORGED OF THE MYSTICAL MINERAL URU 
/N THE MOUNTAINS OE FAR ASGARD, 
THERE ARE FEW THINGS WHICH CAN 
WITHSTAND ITS BLUDGEONING POWER 


THOSE THINES! WITH À CRACK OE 
THUNDER, THE HAMMER PIERCES 
THE INVISIBLE BARRIER ” 


«TT SETTLES 
TO EARTH, ITS 
FORCE TOTALLY 
SPENT. 


HEIMDALL'S EYES / WHAT 
MANNER OF DEVILMENT 
S THIS 2/ 


IT IS UNTHINKABLE/ THE 

HAMMER ALWAYS RETURNS 

TO MY HAND“ IT IS THE WILL 

AND THE ENCHANTMENT OF 

ODIN“ WHAT POWER COULD 
DO THIS 2 


me 
I DON'T KNOW, BUT 
ISN'T THERE ANOTHER 
PART OF THAT EN- 
CHANTMENT YOU NEED 


TO WORRY ABOUT 2 
Na A 


THERE |5 NO 
OPENING WHERE 
MY. HAMMER 
BREACHED THE 
BARRIER 


7 AND MY 
HAMMER LIE$ 
WITHIN THE 
FIELD, BEREFT 
OF MOTION! 


TRULY SAID! HE'S ANGRY AND I 
CAN'T BLAME HIM “IT 
MUST GALL HIM TO 
RUN FROM BATTLE, 
BUT HE HAS NO 
CHOICE? 


KNOWING HIS 
SECRET, THE 
WASP AND T CAN 
MAKE UP $OME 
EXCUSE FOR 


+... YOU'VE BEEN DESIGNING THAT CONTRAPTION SO, I'LL APPROVE IT! AS 

FOR MONTHS? I KNOW YOU CAN BUILD ONE; HEAD OF SECURITY, I HAVE 
AND I NEED ONE...NOW.:? | ENOUGH PULL TO GET IT 

= OKAYED! YOU JUST BUILD 

BUT, HAWKEYE, I DESIGNED THE THING, JORGE... AND 

THIS IN MY SPARE TIME. IF I I'LL SEE THAT YOU 

BUILD A WORKING MODEL ON KEEP THE RIGHTS / 

STAFF, CROSS WILL OWN 

THE WHOLE THING... UNLESS 

THEY GIVE ME A SUB- 

CONTRACTOR WAIVER. 


AND MY SUPERVISOR 
WOULD NEVER APPROVE THAT! 


--MY HAND. TIM STUCK IN 


TEN-TEN WINS...ALL THE 
NEWS, ALL THE TIME! AT 
THIS HOUR, THE AVENGERS 
APPEAR UNABLE TO HALT 
THE BIZARRE FORCE 
WHICH HAS CUT OFF A 
MAJOR PORTION OF 
MIDTOWN... 


«e UNTIL T 
PROVE 
OTHERWISE/ 


MIDTOWN... RIGHT/ IT'S PRETTY OBVIOUS NEITHER MY STRENGTH NOR 
THAT BRUTE FORCE IS NOT MY FLYING ABILITY ARE OF 

BUT GOING TO GET US THROUGH ANY USE --AND 1 DOUBT 

SCOUTING!S THAT FORCE-WALL / MY OTHER TALENT 
MY WOULD CAUSE THE 

SPECIALTY! Q WALL TO 

WHY SEND CRUMBLE. 

THOR--2 


WE NEED 
YOU HERE, 


HOW DO You 
DO, MY DEAR £ 


AMONG THE 
(AN NAvENGERS, T 

AM THE 

STARFOX... 


-.. BUT YOU 
HOWEVER... MAY CALL ME 
EROS! 


a SEARCH OF ADVENTURE, 
BUT 1 To BE O a 
N ) HELP IN THIS missiON/ AN br WIN 


VY : 
WE NEED TO DISRUPT THAT FIELD BEFORE TS FT 
N ANY BIGGER. THE QUESTION 15 OW: 1 | 
7 
THE ANSWER MAY 
asa UTI ec arrivno 4) A Tl 


ITGE 
e 
| 
EEE ED == 
| | | | Nr NOW, CAP! é] — 
| À 
Á THERE 18 AN EXPECTANT MURMUR FROM THE 


CROWD ÀS THE QUINTET TOUCHES DOWN -- 


À [JS 
--AND THE AVENGERS RESERVISTS KNOWN AS 
THE SCARLET WITCH AND THE VISION DISEMBARK ! 
THE QUINJET ARRIVED JUST HOW MAY 
MOMENTS AFTER YOU CALLED, | WE BE OF 


JAN. THE NEW AUTO-GUIDANCE / ASSISTANCE ?Z 
SYSTEM WORKED LIKE À 
CHARM ! OKAY, 


HERE'S THE 
SCOOP--/ 


QUICKLY, THE WASP OUTLINES EMPLOYINE HIS MIRACU- 
THE SITUATION, AND THEN... LOUS POWER TO LOWER 
THE DENSITY OF HIS SYN- 
INTERESTING. IT DOES HAVE THETIC BODY TO NEAR 
AN ODDLY UNSETTLING HE VISION PASSES 
“FEEL” TO IT/ THROUCH THE 
BARRIER ! 


HE TAKES 
th) ONE STEP, 


THEN 
/ ANOTHER. 
ih AND THEN-- 


--LIKE EVERYTHING 
ELSE WHICH HAS 
PASSED INTO THE 
NULL-FIELD, HE 
SMELY TURNS 
OFE/ 


3 W/7TCH FIRES BOLT á 
AFTER BOLT OF HER 
EERIE, PROBABILITY 
ALTERING HEXES AT 
THE INVISIBLE 
BARRIER... 


MAH -HAN-HA! é LESSER BEINGS SUCH AS 
BAXTER AND THAT BLIND THESE ARE HELPLESS BEFORE 
BUILDING... | FOOL WONDERED , THE GENIUS OF ANNIHILUS 
HOW T COULD THEY EE 
IVE-- 


N 


-- JUST AS I DO 
NOT DESERVE TO DIE: 
I CURSE THE FATES 
WHICH HAVE ROBBED 
ME OF MY RIGHTFUL 
IMMORTALITY * 


WANDA; NO? 
THAT o ad 


BUT EVEN THOUGH LIFE 4 ... STILL SHALL T 
SLOWLY EBBS FROM THE ! BEME-WHO- 
DISSIPATED BODY WITHIN , ANNIMILATES ! 
MY EXO-SKELETAL 

ARMOR, STILL SHALL T 

BE ANNIHILUS... 


IL 


IF THEY WANT ME, THEY WILL 
CALL. AS FOR NOW-- “ 


BUT 

SHOULDN!'T YOU 
BE HELPING 
THE OTHER 

AVENGERS £ 


ALAS, I AM NOT 
A FULL AVENGER. T 
DE BUT A TRAINEE, 


AT THE OTHERS 
BECK AND CALL 


BRIGHTER THAN THE MOON... THERE IS LITTLE 
GLOWINÊ LIKE THERE'S NO ANYONE CAN 
TOMORRON... DO. THIS IS THE 


END OF 
I FEAR YOUR A WE EVERYTHING! 
U 


CHOICE OF WORDS 
15 MOST APT! 


XSEE INCREDIBLE HULK 4 285. 


OH YEAH 2 FOR BEING THE | PLEASE, SHE-HULK ! 


NEW KID ON THE PLANET, 

YOU SURE SEEM AWFULLY 

QUICK TO THROW IN 
THE TOWEL 


BE A NULL -FIELD... AN INTERDIMENSIONAL CON- 


PESSIMISM IS NOT 
HIGH AMONG MY 
TRAITS/ I MERELY 
À FELT IT NECESSARY TO 
POINT OUT -- 


STRUCT WHICH CANCEL$S OUT ALL ENERGY 
WITHIN, SAVE AT ITS FOCAL POINT... 


THE ONLY WAY TO HALT THE 

PROCESS |$ FROM WITHIN, 

AND NONE OF US HAVE 

SUCCESSFULLY PENETRATED, 

THE NULL-FIELD... OR 
HAVEÇWE 2 


THEN THERE 
MAY STILL BE 
HOPE! COME--! 


CAPTAIN... MARVEL, YOU SAID 

YOU FELT THE FIELD GIVE 

SLIGHTLY WHEN YOU WERE 

IN THE FORM OF GAMMA 
AYS 2 


WITHIN THE FIELD YOU 
CANNOT SEE |$ ONE YOU 
CAN! THIS SECOND, 
GLOWING FIELD IS WHAT 
SPELLS OUR DOOM ! 


«IN THIS CASE, THE BAXTER BUILDING. 
WHOEVER IS IN THERE HAS STARTED 
GENERATING A SECOND, FASTER- 
EXPANDING FIELD OF POSITIVE 
ENERGIES. WHEN THE TWO 
FIELDS MEET, THIS UNIVERSE 
AND ANY ADITACENT NEGA- 
TIVE UNIVERSE WILL 
MERGE-- 


--AND BOTH WILL GE 
DESTROYED! THAT, AT LEAST, 
IS THE THEORY. WEIVE 
KNOWN IT ON TITAN FOR 
SOME TIME, BUT NOT EVEN 
MY BROTHER THANOS WAS 

MAD ENOUGH To 
TEST IT / 


FOR SEVERAL FEVERISH 
MOMENTS | THE AVENGERS 
HUDOLE AROUND THEIR 
QUINTET. CALCULATIONS 
ARE MADE... THEN CHECKED 
AND DOUBLE - CHECKED: 


1] MARVEL SOARS 


a AWAY INTO THE 


fine na toe 


no E 


GR 
( 


EPONTENOw Tan. craecore | DOEDENE DE THE EARTH MEZE NOW THE 
PROPER TARGETING SIGNAL BUT WORDS OF ANNIHICUS À YOU ARE HELP a 
Er] 


WHAT'S MORE, THE NULL -FIELD 
HAS STOPPED GROWING! AND 

AT THE KATE THE POSITIVE 
INNER-FIELD'S EXPANDING... 


«ee TIP SAY WE HAVE 

LESS THAN TWENTY 

MINUTES TO MAKE 
THIS WORK! 


I SEE AMONG YOU THOSE WHO ARE 
KNOWN AS THE AVENGERS ... THOSE 


THE DESTRUCTION OFALL THAT LIVES HAS 

EVER BEEN MY GOAL -- BUT NEVER HAVE T HAD 

THE MEANS TO KILL S0 MANY! THE TIME OF WHO YOU WOULD CALL HEROES MAM” 
THEY CANNOT SAVE YOU! THEY ARE 


UNIVERSAL DEATH IS AT HAND/ n 
AS HELPLESS AS THE ACCURSED 
FANTASTIC FOUR” 


THE DAY THAT ANNIHILUS DIES! ANDAS T DIE,T 
SHALL REACH OUT AND I SHALL SHAKE THE 
VERY FOUNDATIONS OF TWO UNIVERSES / 


MEANWHILE, IN THE VACUUM OF SPACE, THE LIGHT- 
FORM OF CAPTAIN MARVEL HAS ALREADY FLASHED 
BEYOND THE ORBIT OF THE MOON -- 


46 


A 
Dare 
ADE 


EVEN TRAVELING AT HER 
TOP SPEED OF 86,000 
MILES PER SECOND, /T [BR 3 ser 


TAKES OVER EIGHT E - 
= STREAKINE PAST THE ORBITING STAR- 
E CORE-ONE SOLAR WATCH SATELLITE-- 
--CAPTAIN MARVEL ARCS AROUND THE SUN AT 


FRIGHTENINGLY CLOSE RANGE, DRAWING SO NEAR 
THE SEETHING CALDRON OF COSMIC GASES - - 


-- THAT, EVEN IN THE FORM OF PURE 

LIGHT, SHE CAN FEEL THE TUG OF 

THE STARS AA GRAVITATIONAL 
Eh k 


y nO Ns 
Tue 


THEN, SIGHTING AND 
FOLLOWING A TINY BEAM 


--SHE MELDS WITH THE BEAM, 
ALLOWINE IT TO GUIDE HER, AS 
SHE CONCENTRATES WITH 
EVERY BIT OF HER 
CONSCIOUSNESS! 


ANY SEMBLANCE OF HUMAN FORM 
MELTS AWAY AS SHE ASSUMES À 
WAVELENGTH OF RADIATION SO 
DEADLY THAT ONLY HERE--IN THE 
VASTNESS OF SPACE-- 

WOULD SHE CONSIDER 

SUCH A FEAT! 


AND STILL SHE CONCEN- 
TRATES... FOCUSING 
MER ENERGIES TIGHTER 
ANO TIGHTER — - 


="UNTIL ITISAS À 
CAMMA-RAY LASER 
BEAM THAT SHE 
BURNS TOWARDS THE 
PLANET EARTH! 


TI RN! /// 
HE pie, 


BU 


N 
AD RA er 


€- 


bo 
OQ 
Zzs 
S+5 
q 
AR 
dE 
E 
IS 
«4 


OF... EH 2 


THESE ARE YOUR LAST 
WRETCHED MOMENTS 


a V/ (LUST / a 
(JE N / 
(E NM 


van» — 


veem | 


É 


PREPARE To 
MAKE YOUR FINAL 
ACCOUNTING, 
MORTALS / 


MT Tm 


SHE DID IT! SHE'S ON YOUR TOES, 
NEUTRALIZED EVERYONE / 
THE FIELDS / 


AND DYING 

OR NOT, 

ANNIHILUS 

CAPTAIN PROBABLY 
HAS 4 FEW 

TRICKS UP 


HIS SLEEVE! 


LADY, I DUNNO 
MMAT T SAW! / ARE COMING BACK 
ON IN THE BUILDINGS/ 


MAY STILL BE 
DANGER-- 


IT'S NO USE/ 
THEY'RE BREAKING 
THROUGH: RADIO FOR 


REINFORCEMENTS 
BUT, LINNOTI 


CED IN THE PRESS OF 
THE CROWD... 


AND AS DR, BLAKE!S 


ONE FAVOR DID ARISE FROM 2 | 

FINGERS CLOSE OVER ” THIS / THE NULL-FIELD KEPT 

THE HAMMER... MY HAMMER FROM REVERTING 
TO THE FORM OF BLAKE!S 

HOLEE--/ IT'S 

7HOR * WHERE!D 


5 WALKING STICK Ed 
HE COME FROM 2 Bs ze HEED YOUR POLICE! 'TIS 


NOT YET SAFE HERE FOR 
ORDINARY MORTALS 


THANK HEAVENS, YOU'VE 

RETURNED / THE VISION 

WAS INJURED SOMEHOW 
By THAT NULL-FIELD / 


I...I CAN'T 
FIND ANY 
VITAL SIGNS! 


BE OF STOUT 
HEART, WANDA! 


HAVE/* T CAN'T 
BELIEVE THAT IT 
WOULD END LIKE--/ 


gur wHy can't 1 Just) MRE] 
= TOWER 


LOADED WITH 
DEFENSIVE 
SYSTEMS / 


SHE-HULK'S RIGHT! 
THE FASTEST, MOST 
HASSLE-FREE WAY 
OF ENTERING F.F. 

HEADQUARTERS - - 


HIS SYNTHETIC BODY IS TOO 
DIFFERENT FOR THE PARA- 
MEDICS TO DO ANYTHING / 


HELP US! 
PLEASE--/ 


METHINKS THE SPARK OF 

LIFE YET RESIDES WITHIN 

YOUR HUSBAND! WE SHALL 
FIND THAT SPARK-- 


--AYE, AND WE SHALL 
FAN IT TO ITS FULL, 
BURNING GLORY“ COME, 
WE MUST CATCH UP 
WITH THE OTHERS! 


*IN THE VisiON 
AND THE SCARLET 
WITCA LIMITED 
SERIES, AND MARVEL 
TEAM UP + 'S 
(29 AND 130. 


| - -1$ THROUGH THE LOBBY AND 
A UP THE ELEVATOR! DON'T 
ELZA WORRY... I HAVÉ MY “KEY! LUMA 


ASSUMING HUMAN SIZE, 
THE WASP USES THE 
SPECIAL CIRCUITS SEWN 
INTO HER COSTUME TO 
RELEASE THE SECURITY 
LOCKkS. 


I WISH I COULD CARRY DON'T DISTRESS YOURSELF, 
PASSENGERS IN MY LIGHT- CAPTAIN. OUR FANTASTICARS 
FORM, DR. RICHARDS -- THEN JARE QUITE FAST... THE 

4 Ze HAVE TRANSPORTED/ THING SHOULD HAVE HER 


STERS TO THE THERE ALREADY / 


HOSPITAL. 
OH, CAL” COME 
IN... ALL OF YOU! 


CROWDING INTO THE ELEVATOR, THE AVENGERS y 
ROCKET UP TO THE 34TH FLOOR, STEELING | 
THEMSELVES FOR YET ANOTHER CONFRON- 
TATION. BUT... dy 


Sp À gg 


REED? JOHNNY 2 

WE THOUGHT YOU!D 
BEEN--/ WHAT IN 
Mm) BLAZES IS GOING 


ON HERE Z 


THE NULL-FIELD, 
YOU WERE 


OKAY, T UNDERSTAND THAT. 
AND YOU SAY THAT ANNIHI- 


HURT pe 


XFOR THE FULL STORY, SEE EF 256. 


NA MATTER OF MOMENTS, THE BRILLIANT MIND OF 
REED RICHARDS HAS THE SITUATION UNDER CONTROL... 


EXPERIENCED IN ENTERING THE 
; NULL -FIELD DIS- 
RUPTED CERTAIN 


CORRECT, WANDA, 
THERE'S NOTHING 


SIDE-EFFECT OF THE 
INTERDIMENSIONAL 
À TRANSFER. YOU SEE, 
THE UNSTABLE 
MOLECULES--.” 


HER 


-- BUT THERE SHOULD BE NO PER- 
MANENT DAMAGE. IN FACT, BY 
SLIPPING INTO THIS SLEEP-LIKE 
STATE, HIS ANDROID BODY HAS 
ALREADY INITIATED ITS OWN 
REPAIRS. T COULD PROBABLY 
SPEED UP THE PROCESS, 

IF YOUID-— * 


RIGHT 
NOW, THE 
VISION NEEDS 
OUR HELP / 


4, e VA 3 fr HOPED HE Was NOT, ON THIS 


Iê | L 
CEANKLIN: o E 
—<2 1 - HES S 
STILL... 
& y E 
N 
É Wi 


ON MY WAY, 
REED! T'LL FLY ON 
AHEAD AND ALERT THE 
EMERGENCY WARD“ 


MOVING AS ONE, SEVEN OF EARTH'S | METHINKS DR. BLAKE WILL 
| [| Ssea7EsT HEROES PASH ACROSS | MIES HIS FLIGHT BACK TO 
THE SHATTERED LAB. - CHICAGO THIS DAY. O 
A Vá 
q b: 


A db As THE ELEVATOR DOORS WI$S CLOSED. lt 


BUT a, 
ES T.. 


(Mio ss 
E MORE ON THE STATE OF 0 À 
THE VISION, HAWIKEVE, AND EVERY THING 
IN A STORY WE COULD Ea, CALL. 
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TANNIMILATION GAMBIT! 


do, ao e 
» - N , Se 
* N DP] 4B0L7 THEM SWIRLS THE 
w ; EVER-CHANGING LUNACY OF À 
UNIVERSE NOT OUR OWN, 


THE NEGATIVE ZONE. 


E 


Ou 


tap 
a O 


é 


y 


AN 


Boa: 


EU =, 
ipa 
+s 


Ny 
12 Q 


NOW IT SEEMS QUITE POSSIBLE 
THAT THEY WILL NEVER LEAVE. 


WATCH OUT TROOPS. WE'RE HITTING VA Wa 
de ? 


OF THE x 


AN' IF WE TRY TA GET 
HOME 7M4T7T WAY, WE BUY 
THE FARM BUT GOOD, 'CAUSE 
HERE IN THE NEGATIVE ZONE E «THE SECOND 
E WERE MADE UPA 44N77- WE TOUCH EARTH'S 
pri MATTER, AN' WiIT HE ATMOSPHERE WE'LL BE 
7 po DESTROYED-- FOTAL 
l NNEL... ANNIHILATION 


FACE IT, STRETCHO, THIS TIME THYNO -- PLEASE KEEP YOUR !* MY MIND IS HERE IN MY TRUE 
YER HIGH-FALUTIN'! SCIENTIFIC USUAL CAUSTIC COMMENTS BODY ONLY BECAUSE IT IS 
IDEALS HAVE LANDED US IN TO YOURSELF. BEING TRANSMITTED FROM THE 
THE FIRE BUT GOOD PSIONIC MATRIX ABOARD THE 
. ALIEN SHIP WE CAPTURED. T AM 
NOW CONTROLLING THAT SHIP; 
BUT MY SLIGHTEST THOUGHT 
MUST BE CAREFULLY 
CONTROLLED LEST THE 
SHIP RESPONP TO IT. 


WITH THE ARRAY OF 
WEAFONS ABOARD, I COULD 
INADVERTANTLY BLAST YOU 

INTO ATOMS? 


DE Ta 


7” --1 BEG YOU TO KEEP À 
COOL HEAD UNTIL 1 CAN 
CALCULATE SOME WAY OF 
ALLEVIATING THE SITUATION. 


GIVEN OUR PRESENT SITUATION, 
SUSAN, T WOULD THINK 
CARRY US CLOSER TO THE DANGEROUS |S À RELATIVE 
INTERFACE I HAD THE SHIP'S| WE'VE BEEN TERM AT BEST. 
WORKSHOPS CONSTRUCT A /MARRIED I KNOW 
PORTABLE LONG RANGE YOU WELL ENOUGH BUT... YES, YOU'RE 
SCANNER. . TO RECOGNIZE QUITE RIGHT. THERE IS 
. WHAT THAT SOMETHING 1 MUST 
MEANS. DO, AND UNDER 
ú EVEN THE BEST 


CONDITIONS... 
EEN 


YOU'RE 
PLANNING SOME- 
THING, AREN'T 

YOU Z SOMETHING 
LANCEROUS - 


WE'VE STOPPED THIS HUNKA A MM |BUT,NOT TO NOT WITH 
Ê WORRY. THE MUMAN 

TORCH ON 

THE JOB 


ii 
si 
(Uta) 


Nm, 


ORA 
" TIN vi 
RIO AM 


AN' THAT LI'L SAVE VER 
CHUNK |$ ABOUT “T | BREATH, PAL. 
THREE TIMES BIGGER . ' O 
E THAN THE FRAGMENT 
WE'RE STANDING ON“ 


SMABOOM “ 
SCRATCH ONE 
BIG, BAD 
ASTEROID! 


Y DON'T GET TECHNICAL, 
E BIG BRAIN. VER JUST 
SAYIN' WE'RE GONNA 
GET SCORCHED! 


OH, FOR SHAME BOYS. 

SURELY YOU'RE NOT CON- 

CERNED ABOUT A TRIVIAL 

LITTLE THING LIKE 4 
LAVA SHOWER. 


AT LEAST, NOT 
AS LONG AS 
vou HAVE THE 
INVISIBLE 
GIRL ALONG 
WITH YOUZ 


BEN'S RIGHT, T'M AFRAID, JOHNNY. 
YOUR ACTIONS WERE WELL INTEN- 
TIONED, BUT YOU MUST REMEMBER 
NOT TO TREAT EVENTS HERE IN THE 
NEGATIVE ZONE AS IF THEY WILL 
HAVE THE SAME CAUSE AND EFFECT 
RATIO AS IN OUR UNIVERSE. 


BUT, ENOUGH OF 
THAT. THE DANGER 
1S PAST, AND T MUST 

PROCEED WITH MY 
ORIGINAL PLAN. 


THEN-- YOU'RE 
GOING AHEAD 2 OH, 
REED, SURELY THE 


SHIP'S SCANNERS... 


PERFECT, SUE / YOUR 
INVISIBLE ZORCE-FIELO 
HAS STOPPED THE DELUGE 

AS EFFECTIVELY AS À 
STEEL WALL 


WILL BE. 


LOSE ALMOST ALL THEIR 
EFFICIENCY THIS CLOSE TO 
THE DIMENSIONAL INTER- 
FACE. T'M SORRY, MY DAR- 
LING, BUT THIS IS THE 
ONLY WAY, OUR ONLY 
HOPE OF FINDING 4 

PATH HOME. 


>) 


I REALIZE THAT, 

REED. BUT... BUTI 

CAN'T HELP FEARING 

FOR YOUR SAFETY. YOU 

CAN BE...CARELESS 

WHEN ENGROSSED IN 
A PROBLEM. 


THAT'S !CAUSE YOU'RE AN 
INCORRIGIBLE WORRY-WART, 


BEN. YOU ALWAYS HAVE () 
BEEN, AN' YOU ALWAYS AN 


[1] 


SPARE ME TH' 

PERSONALITY 
ANALYSIS, HOTSHOT. 
THERE WOULDN'T A! 
BIN ANYTHING TA 


T'LL BE CAREFUL 
AND ALERT, ue DON'T 


JOMNNY STORM'S WORDS GO UNHEARD. THE 
FULL ATTENTION OF THE MAN CALLEDMISTER 
FANTASTIC 15 NOW CONCENTRATED ON THE 
AWESOME TASK AT HAND. 


BUT THE EFFECT OF 
THE INTERDIMENSIONAL 
MERGE IS STILL 
SCRAMBLING MY 
SCANNER'S READOUT. 


SLOWLY, CAUTIOUSLY, REED RICHAROS 
PLAYS OUT MORE AND MORE OF HIS PERILOUSLY 
SLENDER LIFE-LINE, UNTIL... 


UNNH/ I'M... TAKING A TREMENDOUS 
BUFFETING FROM THE ANNIHILATION 
SHOCK WAVE. BUT FOR THE NATURAL 
RESILIENCE OF MY SUPER-PLIABLE 
BODY, I'P BE UNCONSCIOUS BY NOW. 


THIS MUST BE CLOSE 
ENOUGH. EVEN A QUICK 
GLIMPSE--A GARBLED 
READING -- ANYTHING THAT 
WOULD GIVE ME 4 CLUE 
AS TO WHAT DESTROYED 
OUR ACCESS TUNNEL... 


MIS SUPPLE FINGERS 
MOVE CAREFULLY 
ACROSS THE FINE 

CONTROLS, COAXING À 

READING OUT OF THE 

MADNESS AROUND HIM. 


Á 


I'M WITHIN THE OUTER 
PERIMETER OF THE INTER- 
FACE. THE RELENTLESS 
PULL OF THE EARTH IS 

DRAGGING ME FASTER 

AND FASTER... 


Ss THERE'S NO WAY 
. AROUND IT. TIM 
E AFRAID T'LL HAVE TO 


BRL GET EVEN CLOSER. 


I DARE GO NO CLOSER. 
I'M ONLY 4 FEW FEET 
FROM THE EVENT HORIZON. 


ONLY MY LINE IS KEEPING 
ME FROM BEING DRAWN 


YES! IT'S WORKING! I'M 
SCANNING PAST THE 
INTERFACE, GETTING A 
GOOD SIGNAL FROM 


TAN... 


ç, 


I NEVER 

DREAMED! 
NEVER 

GUESSED 


ACROSS THE POINT OF 


JUST THE TINIEST 
BIT OF IMPROVED 
RESOLUTION AND... 


HERE IT 


AND, AS À STARTLING DISCOVERY /S MADE IN ONE ALL RIGHT, SO THE FAN - LOOK, JULES, MAYBE 
UNIVERSE, ACROSS THE FOURTH DIMENSIONAL 7ASTIC FOUR HAVE À SEEIN'GREY LANDERS 
LYSTORTION AREA, IN NEW VORK... SPOOKY RECEPTIONIST. IS THE MOST IMPOR- 


HOW DOES THAT INVOLVE | TANT THING ON YOUR 
HUMOR ME, SMARON. 1 | BECAUSE T DONT LIKE (| |USZI MEAN, I HAVE TO / TINY MIND RIGHT NOW, 


TELL ME AGAIN WHY THE “ANSWERING SERVICE" MEET A BUT I THINK SOME- 
WETRE IN SÚCH A RUSH | | YOU SalD YOU SPOKE TO | [air AN POUR O THING'S WRONG; AN! IF 
TO GET TO THE GAX- à WHEN YOU TRIED TO YOU CARE AT ALL 

7ER BUILONGS... é CALL JOHNNY.* ABOUT JOHNNY... 


CARE? WELL, YEAH, I CARE. 
I MEAN, HE CAME TO ME 
AFTER MY LAST ROOMMATE 
WENT COSM/C ON HIM... 


I HAVE TO GET... MEY, 
WHAT GOES ON 


MZ 1! Ma Sd *ERANKIE RAYE BECAME THE HERALD 
ia OE GALACTUS IN (SH BZUA --AL. 


IM 
YOU'RE KIDDIN'/ O-OMIGOSH: SHARON! 
GIMME A LISTEN... e LOOK! LOOK AT THE 
a BAXTER BUILDING 
"ROUND THE LANTASTIC 
FOUR'S HEADQUARTERS. 
EVEN THE AVENGERS ARE 


(s 


a 
Ec BUT TO FIND OUT EXACTLY WHAT 


2h y 
ç ú JUL/E ANGEL NOW SEES, YOU'LL 
2 


e 
/ INR | 424v2 70 20x UP AVENGERS 4233... 


ZM 4 


FOR IT 18 TIME WE RETURNED TO 
THE NEGATIVE ZONE, WHERE... (N 
SOMETHING!S HAPPENING OUT * 


SHIFTING. THEY'RE STARTING TO 
CONVERGE ON REED'S POSITION! 


IT'S THE CRAZY GRAVITY 
IN THIS PLACE, SIS. THAT 
CLOSE TO THE INTERFACE, 
EVEN A MASS AS SMALL 
AS REED'S |5 PULLING 

STUFF TOWARDS HIM. 


STRETCHO PROBABLY WOULPN'T 

CARE MUCH FER WHAT TIM PLAN- 

NIN' TA DO, BUT HE AIN'T IN NO 
POSITION TA DEBATE. 


I'VE GOTTA DO SOME-| DON'T EVEN 7MINK 
THING. GOTTA FLY TO IT, TORCHIE. YA 
HIM, PULL HIM OUT / WOULDN'T STAND A 
OF THERE CHANCE WITHOUT A 
SAFETY LINE. THIS IS 
SOMETHIN' ONLY MAMA 
GRIMM!S LITTLE BENJA- 
MIN CAN HANDLE. 


MIS MIGHTY LEGS 
SEND BEN GRIMM 
MURTLING OFF 
THE CAPTURED 

ASTEROID. 


E I AIN'T EXACTLY IN TH' 
MULK'S LEAGUE WHEN IT 
COMES TA JUMPIN'... 


— e LA) UNIVERSE 1 CAN AT LEAST 


BUT IN THIS NUTTY 


CREA JUMP AS FARAS THE SHIP 


THAT MEANS I dm darão] | ORDINARILY T'D JUST 
GOTTA TRY SOME- 
THIN' À LITTLE 
LESS SUBTLE... 


F.. 


IT... UHN... WOULDN'T 
LAST MORE'N... UNF... 
ONE HIT. 


BUT THIS NEGA- 
TIVE ZONE ROCK IS 
40 CRUMBL”... 


Ro 


4 


; 


USED A 
T 


NKS WHERE REED'S BRAIN 
IS “STORED. ” 


u 


RX 


JJ 


AND, AS THE HURTLING PROTECTLE FE 
RICOCHETTES FROM ONE ASTEROID 
TO THE NEXT... 


HMZ BLAST! DESPITE SUE!IS 
WARNING I'VE ALLOWED 
MYSELF TO BECOME TOO 
INVOLVED-- T'VE JEOPARDIZED 
MYSELF, AND THE OTHERS / 


AND WITHOUT ME 

THEY HAVE NO CHANCE 

OF EVER GETTING 
HOME. 


EVEN MW TA 
ME OUR 

CHANCES ARE 
SLIGHT-- AND 
DIMINISHING! 


SOMEONE--AND T CAN ONLY SPECULATE AS TO 
WHO -- HAS GENERATED A NULL-ENERGY FIELD 
AROUND OUR BAXTER BUILDING HQ --AN EXPANDING 
FIELD OF NOTHINGNESS THE LIKE OF WHICH HAS 


ONLY BEEN THEORIZED 
FOR TO ACTUALLY 


GENERATE SUCH A 
FIELD COULD WELL MEAN 
THE ANNIHILATION OF 

EVERY THING! 


YOU... YOU 
CAN'T MEAN THAT 
L/TERALLY Z 


REED... YOUR 
FACE! WHAT IS 
ITZ WHAT DID 
YOU DISCOVER 


THE WORST, MY DARLING. IT'S RR 
POINTLESS TO TRY TO CONCEAL 
THE TRUTH FROM YOU NOW. 


WERE IT NOT 
FOR THE TEMPORAL 
ANOMALIES BETWEEN 
OUR UNIVERSE AND THIS 
ONE IT WOULD BE TOO 
LATE ALREADY / 


I DO, SUSAN. WHEN THE NULL -FIELD HAS W 
EXPANDED TO FULL SIZE A SECOND FIELD N 
WILL BEGIN TO FILL IT, WHEN THE TWO 
COINCÍDE IT WILL CAUSE A DIMENSIONAL 
SHIFT, AND OUR UNIVERSE AND THE 
NEGATIVE ZONE WILL BRIEFLY OCCUPY 
THE SAME PHYSICAL SPACE, AT THE 
SAME TIME. 
== MATTER AND ANTI- 
/ MATTER WILL MEET, AND 
É / CANCEL EACH OTHER OUT! 
IT WILL CAUSE THE 
ABSOLUTE DESTRUCTION 
À OF TWO UNIVERSES 


BUT BEFORE THAT 
HAPPENS, THERE IS ONE 
THING WE M/GHT DO... 


THE NEGATIVE ZONE /5 A BOUNDLESS PARADOX, AN ENPLESS COLLECTION OF CONTRADICTIONS. WHAT THE 
SANTASTIC FOUR MUST NOW DO WILL PROVE BOTH DIFEICULT AND TIME CONSUMING. TWELVE LONG DAYS 
WILL ELAPSE FOR THEM, BUT YOU, GENTLE READER, NEED NOT ENDURE THAT SPAN. JUST AS DIFFERENT 
AREAS OF THE NEGATIVE ZONE MOVE THROUGH TIME AT VASTLY DIFFERENT RATES, SO OUR ENTIRE 
UNIVERSE SPEEDS THROUGH THE FOURTHS DIMENSION MUCH FASTER THAN THE POCKET OF ALTERNATE 
REALITY CURRENTLY OCCUPIED BY THE FANTASTIC FOUR. 


THUS WEMAY TURN OUR 


SPACE, BOUND FOR HOME. 


WITHIN, THE ACTIVITY [7 


18... FERANTIC! YOUIRE SURE, SCAN - 


ENGINEER. IT HAS BEEN A 


Ad: 
e E 


POSITIVE, j , 4 


COMMANDER. A 
>. AS A 


THE FLAMES WHICH TRAIL 
BEHIND HER ARE LIKE NONE 
WHICH EVER BURNED ON 
EARTH. THEY ARE ANCIENT 
FIRES, OLDER EVEN THAN THE | 
BIRTH [S/a OUR UNIVERSE. 
PRE EREERE ER 
ANP TO THE SKRULL | 
COMMANDER THEY ARE 

À GEACON OF DEATH. 

OU geo *. 04 


WHAT IN... ? 
A S&HIP/ A Pai 
SKRULL SHIP! AURA 


“THE ENERGY READINGS PRP q ne 

ARE UNIQUE-- BG“ | NOT SO VERY 

UNMISTAKABLE!“ AA LONG AGO SHE 
rea WAS MUMAN. 


VER MIGHT NOT SUSPECT IT 
PM ZXOM. THE QUIET EXTERIOR... 


es 


SHE IS--OR WAS --FRANKIE 

RAVE, ANP TO USE HER ERST- 

WHILE ROOMMATES WORDS, 

SHE HAS INDEED GONE 
COSMIC. 


THEN I'M 

ON THE RIGHT 
TRACK! I KNEW 
I MUST BE. 


OKAY, GUYS, 
YOU JUST MADE 
A LULU OF A 

MISTAKE / 


SPACE ITSELF SEEMS ALMOST TO SCREAM ha 
AS HER FIRE BLAZES WITH THE INTENSITY 


OF AN EXPLODING STAR. 


,... ds ** . 
.º Coto 0... 


BUT AT THE LAST POSSIBLE 
MOMENT BEFORE THE AWESOME 
4MBACT CAN OCCUR... 


THE CALL 18 NO MORE 
THAN À WHISPER OF 
SHIFTING SANDS DEEP 
WITHIN HER MIND, ss 


UNTIL, AT THE | NOVA IS HERE, 
VERY HEART... 


HAVE LOCATED A 
SUITABLE PLANET. 


COMING, MASTER! 
HOLD ON“ NOVA 
IS COMING. 


THE STARK SM- 

PLICITY OF THE 

GREAT STARSHIP'S 
OUTER HU... 


FAILING. FAILING FAST, 

MOST FAITHFUL OF ALL 

MY HERALDS. WE MUST 
ACT QUICKLY. 


«.e DISGUISES À WONDERLAND OF 
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY WITHIN. 


Ay 


THROUGH THE MYRIAD 
TUNNELS AND BY-WAYS THE 
à WOMAN WHO WAS FRANKIE 
RAYE STREAKS... 


7 imiscioseey, AND 
BURSTING WITH THE LIFE- 
ENERGIES YOU NEED TO 
SUSTAIN VOU. IT IS THE 
SKRULL THRONEWORLD 


IT'S WORKING! 
THE CONSTRUCT I$ 
MATCHING THE 
EXACT DIMENSIONS 
OF THE BAXTER 

BUILDING“ 


IT'S... EERIE/ 

LIKE 4 HALF - RE- 

MEMBERED ACEAM. 

IS THAT BECAUSE IT 

DOES NOT TRULY 

EXIST IN THIS 
UNIVERSE 2 


MAS Ay 


VA 
THAT'S CORRECT, SUE. THIS y AN' THAT OTHER 
IMAGE 15 A DIMENSIONAL FIELD LOOKS LIKE 
ANALOG--A NEGATIVE TO THE : “ OUR HEADQUARTERS 
POSITIVE FIELD EN BUILDIN' 2 STRETCH, 
JUST NOW ACTIVATED IN AE I'M BEGINNIN' TA 
OUR UNIVERSE. se . WONDER IF... 


DON'T SAY IT, BEN. IM AS CER- Es Rg Sea Ea WHOEVER OR WHATEVER 
TAIN OF THIS PLAN AS 1 CAN BE, rss j MEM CREATED THIS ANNIHILATION 
GIVEN THE CIRCUMSTÂNCES. 4 MR DEVICE HAS SET IN MOTION A 
' : & SEQUENCE OF EVENTS WHICH 
LOGIC SAYS CANNOT SUCCESS - 


THAT'S IT, RICHARDS, FULLY BE INTERRUPTED, 


SOUND AS CONFIDENT AS 
YOU CAN. DON'T LET THE 
Pes OTHERS SUSPECT TE 
ED! TRUTH; THAT WE A 
' WITH LUCK, ACTIVATING 
es We TavE Ph THIS NEGATIVE ANALOG 
BEEN / ; ; WILL CAUSE THE MERG- 
) ING EFFECT OF THE TWO 
FIELOS To BE CONTAINED 
TO THE AREA OF THE 
BAXTER BUILDING -- 
AND WILL HOPEFULLY 
RETURN US TO OUR 
OWN REALITY SIMUL- 
TANIOUSLY, 


BUT IT ALSO DEPENDS UPON É GET READY NOW] [4NG /N OUR TROUBLED UNIVERSE, THE CREATURE KNOWN. 
THE CORRECT ACTIONS BEING 2 EVERYONE. HOLP | |4$ ANNINILAIS ANTE AGAINST THE APPARENTLY 
Ml HE 
GERIR AVE THAT CIRCUITRY... 
PERHAPS--IS WORKING TO » THESE ARE YOUR SMOKING 2 


BRIDGE THE TWO FIELDS LAST WRETCHED 
AS I WOULD HAVE. MOMENTS Or. 


7 
ES 


o 


Y )! 
) 


7) 
Já 


I'M ACTIVATING 

THE PRIMARY 
FREQUENCY 
MODULATOR... 


TATO 
PY YA 
77 


) 


SS 
ES Pa 
n2Ga nar 
NO/ NO! SOMETHING IS = /2remaras? IT MUST BE! À AT THAT MOMENT THE 


AFFECTING THE SECONDARY E SOMEHOW THE ACCURSED NY AVENGE) ARVi 
FIELD GENERATOR THAT IS E FANTASTIC FOUR ARE q fio fara es 


IMPOSSIBLE! ONLY A DUPLI- x er” ATTACKING ME“ BUT 4 
CATE FIELD IN MY NATIVE = THEY SHALL NOT à 
NEGATIVE ZONE COULD... Res = SUCCEED! 


ENTRANCE 


WHAT HAPPENS NEXT, ' A. THE CONSOLE-- 
MAPPENS LAST. : 7% Z +, EXPLODING -- 
i K ] Sm á SHATTERING MY 
: LIFE-SUPPORT 


BUT-- NO“ THE FINAL 
MA e Ria 
WITH M IN EATH I 
MAY ns a He, fis e a 

RCUITS MA Z 
a e. ma UPSURGE IN ENERGY. GET 
READY TO DIVE INTO 
THE FIELD... 


mM 


h 
| 
h 


AS”, 
2 


E 4N INSTANT THAT SEEMS AN 

ETERNITY, À SINGLE MOMENT 
ERAS LONGER THAN ALL THE HIS - 
LA) E 70RY OF TWO REALITIES.... 


“e ARMA S&a 


f 


Ns mr a 


aa 

AGAPINE, YAWNINE MAW 

OPENS HUNCRY TAWS BE- 
MIND ANNIHILUS. 


ASITIS, LITTLE MORE 
FI THAN REFLEX SETS HIS 

DA sir VELLED WINGS 

Z Eua AGAINST THE 

AR TUE OF 


CAS A É THE o, 


e O 
, ADA fa 


AT THAT PRECISE INSTANT À 
THUNDERCL AP RIPS THROUGH 
THE BAXTER BUILDING... 


AW, LET HER GO, STRETCH. ..» CAPTAIN... 
SHE'S ON THE UP AN' UP, MARVEL... 2 
AWRIGHT. SHE'S TH' NEW 

CAPTAIN MARVEL. 


YEAH. SHE 
| LaN' ME MET A 
) FEW MONTHS 


THE FLOOR SEEMS TO TILT BENEATH 
MIM. SUDDENLY BEN GRIMM FEELS HIS 
(| WORLD, H1$ VERY LIFE, RUNNING LIKE 


— 


AND IF SHE STILL 
BREATHES, HE CAN- | ML 
MOT TELL DE 


ALICIA / ALICIA, 
BABY, DON'T BE 
DEAD! YOU CAN'T 
BE DEAD“ 
Má 


9" 
” 
SO Za 


MM 
AS SUDDENLY AS IT BREAKS FROM HER BATTERED AND REED... REED IF 
BROKEN BODY THE OUTBURST ENDS. THE BRUTISH ALICIA'S HERE... 
THING MOVES WITH UNACCUSTOMED GENTLENESS... IF SHE'S HURT... 


OUTTA THE WAY! 
EVERYBODY OUTTA THE 
WAY! COMIN' THROUGH! 


pe 
ía 


PUST THROUGH HIS FINGERS. 


PAUL pes 


NZ7 HIS TOUCH HER 
BLIND EYES SNAP 
OPEN, AND THEIR 
STARK TERROR 
BURNS INTO HIS 
VERY SOUL. 


DON'T WORRY, 
SUE ' SHE'ILL BE 


NO, YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND. 
IF SHE'S HERE... I'D HOPED... 
I'D BRAYED SHE'D BE OUT 
OF THE BUILDING...WITH OUR 

SON, FRANKLIN” 


BLAST! I SHOULD HAVE REALIZED 


SUE. YOU COVER THE RICHARDS CAN 
HEADQUARTERS. fm RESIDENTIAL LEVEL 
AND T'LL.... 


THAT, WITH ALL THE DAMAGE ON 
CONTINUE... THIS FLOOR, FIRES WOULD BREAK 
ZA | OUT! I CAN'T LOOK FOR FRANKLIN 
WI | | WHEN THE WHOLE BUILDING 
COULD BLOW UP“ 


BUT HE MUST ALSO WE'LL SPLIT UP, ) BEFORE REED 


a El 
MIS er 18 AN ELASTIC BLUR AS 
- AU: FANTASTICO SWEEPS UP 
—: E g— A FIRE-EXTINGUISHER. 
BUT FAST AS HE IS, THEME =| DON'T WORRY, FEAR- N SEN 
MAN TORCH 1S FASTER. / LESS LEADER / A 
td 

Ds — am e e 


DA. 
AEE SÃS 


AME o o RA, 
(ie + - 


I'M NOT SURE WHAT I THINK NOT... CAPTAIN. 
USE MY ENERGY THANKS ALL THE SAME. IT 
POWERS COULD BE | LOOKS AS IF THE DANGER 
IN THIS SITUATION, HAS PASSED MY SCANNER 
BUT IF THERE'S ANY- e IS CLEAR... 
THING I CAN DO 

TO HELP... - 


YOU'D BETTER FLAME MIGHT INADVERTANTLY 
OFF UNTIL TI COMPLETE À TOUCH OFF ANOTHER 
A SAFETY SCAN. 


q! 


AS THE ELEVATOR DOORS OPEN, THE AVENGERS, PREPARED FOR À CONFRONTATION, FIND INSTEAD...P 


I WISH I COULD CARRY DON'T DISTRESS YOURSELF, CAPTAIN. OUR 
PASSENGERS IN MY LIGHT- | FANTASTICARS ARE QUITE FAST... THE THING 
FORM, DR. RICHARDS -- THEN | SHOULD HAVE HER THERE ALREADY / 


Z COULD HAVE TRANS- 
PORTED M$. MASTERS TO, 
THE HOSPITAL. 


EA 


qd Ú E 
SE = 
1/4 Wa 


esa, 
a mi Me 


N 
1 


AFTER À QUICK COMPARING OF NOTES... 


SO WHILE WE WERE | YES. ANP APPARENTLY ANNIHILUS 
TRYING TO BREAK WAS CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE. 
THROUGH THE NULL- | WITHOUT REALIZING IT, WE 


OUT OF THE 
NEGATIVE ZONEZ!/ OKAY. I UNDER- 
STAND THAT. AND 
YOU SAY THAT ANNIHILUS a TA 


R 
2 JIN 
Cá (/ ic) 4 
ACTUALLY, THEY'RE UR AL AP 
UNIFORMS, TJANET. IT'S MERELY AN PLEASE, WE CAN 
UNEXPECTED SIDE-EFFECT OF THE | TALK ABOUT THIS 
INTERDIMENSIONAL TRANSFER. YOU | LATER RIGHT NOW, 
SEE, THE UNSTABLE MOLECULES- / THE VISION NEEDS 
LP. 


-- BUT THERE SHOULD BE NO 
PERMANENT DAMAGE. IN 
FACT, BY SLIPPING INTO 
THIS SLEEP-LIKE STATE, 


OWN REPAIRS. T COULD 
PROBABLY SPEED UP THE 
PROCESS, IF YOU'D--/ 


JOHNNY? REEDZ WE 
THOUGHT YOU'D BEEN--/ 
WHAT IN BLAZES IS 


GOING ON HERE £ 


ONCE AGAIN REED /S SIDETRACKED FROM 
SEARCHING FOR 
FRANKLIN. = —— 


IT'D SAY THAT THOR'S ASSESS-| W 
MENT WAS CORRECT, WANDA. 
THERE'S NOTHING SERIOUSLY 
WRONG WITH YOUR 
HUSBAND. 


THE DRASTIC ENERGY Y 
PRAIN HE EXPERIENCED [E 
IN ENTERING THE 4 
NULO FILO AD 
DISRUPTED CER-( 1 
TAIN RESPONSE À 
SYN = Re 
ns, 


vit 


CN 


Es 


ON MY WAY, REED! I'LL FLY 
ON AHEAD ANP ALERT THE 
EMERGENCY WARD/ 


Ze, 
TA - 


/ = 
l; gutd 
am 


THE SHOCKING CONTINUATION OF | BE MERE ti a ISSUE A es ebiçãa Ga e Raia te 
» OF OUR SAGA WILL BE FOUND IN | SCARLET Wi G DEVELOPM, 


“afise amepsettdes” | eis so” FRIAGMENTE is? 


COMICS GROUP [W 


Er Stan Lee PRESENTS: 


SS SANS 


Aq 


A 


NA E 


== 


E 1 
Mm 


TWO DAYS HAVE PASSED EINCE À DOZEN OF THE 
MICGHTIEST HEROES ON EARTH ENGAGEO IN FERHAPS 
THE CREATEST BATTLE OF THEIR CAREERS. * 
ar E 
ES e ME 
ha) 
3 4 


A” 


| COULD CRAM THIS 
MUCH TUNK ONTA 
ONE FLOOR. 


NES á 
1/4 y 
sm) LIçh 
E GN 
as Ee des - 


[= 


LOOKS LIKE THERE 
WLUZ MORE TA THIS 
LATEST GO-ROUNO 
WITH ANNFHILUS 

THAN WE THOUGHT. 


do 78 
ori now JO 


“IT WAS A STRANGE BATTLE TO EE 
SURE, FOR THOUGH THE 
NOTHING LESS THAN 
TWO UNIVERSES 


FATE OF 


1 NEVER kNEW VD 


THIS 
H 


UGLY kiSsER | 
15 WUZ A 


T AIN'T GOT ViT'S Way PAST TIME JÁ “AVE, 
TIME FER DOIN' TWuUZONMY Way ASDR Z 
MY NALAS, POOR | |T'TH' HOSPITAL. Á ADA 
YORICK “NUMBER, g A 


ALICIA 'E ON HER 

(AY TA RECOVERY, 
TH' DOCS SAY BLIT 
WE STILL DON'T KNOW 
| ABOUT FRANKLIN. 


ANO THE THING 
FINISHES THE 
CLEAN-UP JOS, 


RES 
“48 !, 
Ay Il ) y 


j 


(Á 


E Y [Z'D LOVE TA SEE THE LOOKS 
ON THE GARBAGE COLLECTORS 
FACES IF T DUMPEDIT ON 
THE STREET... 


fe IGH 
THRU TA CHINA! 


W BUT NAH.. 
BETTER ai] 


TAPENG OUT À SECURITY AND À FEW SECONDS LATER,» 
COMBINATION ON THE LOCK, | 


THE THING OPENS THÉ Na 7 
* SMALL PANEL. | 310» 
ES Is a fi DA /A. 
A ) a / a 


» 


TY 
Ni 


+ = 
.. THE BALL OF COMPRESSE 
JUNK 1$ FLASHED INTO ITS 


COMPONENT MOLECULES, 


THERE! THAT STUFF'LL FONCE UPON A TIME 

BE RE-CYCLED INTA WHAT- GETTIN' SOMETHIN' 

EVER GIZMO REED BROKE AROUND HERE | 
BUILDS NEXT, MEANT À BIG CASH 


Now 
ABOUT THE ONLY 
BIS EXPENSES 


WE HAVE ARE AN ELEVATOR CARRIES HIM 
A MEDICAL, TO THE RESIDENTIAL LEVEL... 


AND, AFTER PICRING UP TIS A FIGURE SUPERFICIALLY MORE BEN 
oia E E Fed q IN GRIMM THAT FINALLY EMERGES IN THE 
(E ROOMS... Fi 


LOBBY, THIRTY FLOORE BELOW. 
ES à HARD TA BELIEVE ALL THIS 
E NEARLY WENT ZODE JUST 
o FORTY-EISHT HOURS AGO, 


FACE IT, PAL, WE 
WERE LUCK Y AN” 
WE CAN'T GO ON 
BEIN' Lucky 
FOREVER. 


OH, HEY LUMPY, 


HOW v4 DOIN'P PA 


"I KNOW, TKNOW, T ASKED FOR À 
TRANSFER, BUT ALL THEY!'D OFFER 
ME WAS THE ROUTE WITH 

RYCHARO NIXON'S CONDO... 
ANO T SWEAR 
SOME OF THOSE 
PÁRCELS 


B 
SPEAKING OF 


FOH, CAN'T COMPLAIN, 
CAN'T COMPLAIN. 


WELL--T COULO BUT 
WHO!D LISTEN ? NOBODY 
REALLY CARES ABOUT 
ANOLO MAILMAN,T 

SAID TO MY... 


ROUTE YA CAN'T COMPLAIN 
ABOUT HAVIN' TA DELIVER | 
OUR TONS A FAN MAIL. |) 


THIS DOESN'T LOOK LIKE 

IT'S FROM THE USUAL 

BRAND OF FAN. LOOKS 
[MPORTANT, 


GOOD GUESS WILLY 
YER À REGLAR 
SHERLOCK HOLMES. | 


ANYTHING BUT 

A MAILMAN, EHZ 
THAT'S WHAT MY 
MISSUS LISED TÁ 


YOUR FAN MAIL, 
ME. ERIMM,s 


SO LEAVINE WILLY LUMPEIN Lo 
TO MUTTER MISCONTENTEDLS ; 


YEAH, WELL 'SCUSE ME, 
TO HIMSELK.. 


LUMPY. T GOTAN 
APPOINTMENT. 


” Horycate! 
Y YOU'RE THE À 
THING! 


WONDER 
WHAT THIS 1$7 GOT 
A CALIFORNIA 
POST MARK. 


BUT Z AIN'THADO CONTACT À WHO IN THE 
WITH NOBODY FRUM OUT WORLO.. 


THERE SINCE WE MOVED OUR o 
HEADQUARTERS FROM 
CENTRAL CIFY TA NEW YORK, 


TA MERCY GENERAL. 


HS THOUGHTS TRAIL AWAY TO NOTHING, THE 
AWARD, SERAWLED HANDNRITINE SEARS 
MEROSS HIS HEART HIS SOUL. 


NO MORE TIME OUT OE NECESSITY HIS CONCENTRATION TURNS 
TÁ WORRY ABOLIT ELSENHERE.. 
IT JUST NOW, 


fes 
Ef 
"q 
Exeig 
pm 
pio 
E 


A 


Em 
E 


|] 
Tm 


h Er 
THE CRINKLE 2 | E Vi 
OF MAPER seEMS | (Mic, 
OVERLOLO AS HE E 
STUFFS ITIN HIS COAT «o ELT THAT CY HAND WiLL NOT LET GO, 


Bs 


THE THING HAS SEEN HIS FERVENDO AND FARTNER IN 
DARK DEPRESSION BEFORE, BUT NEVER HAS SUCH 
BLACK DESPAIR CLOLUVED REED RICHARPS* EVES, 


NOTHING YET BEN. YOUR 
UNCLE AND SUE ARE WITH 


7” TAKE 
WHAT YA CAN 
GET, PAL 


IF IT AIN'T CHANGED | TRUE, OLO FRIEND. 
AT LEASTIT AIN'T VERY TRUE. BUT 
WORSE. SMALL ENO 
Wi pm, 


GOOD MORNING, BEN, WELL, OH, THANK Gon 
REED AS T WAS JUST TELLING AND THANK YOU, 
YOUR WIFE, 1 THINK YOUR SON'S DR, GRIMM. 
STABLE CONDITION IS A POSITIVE 
SIGN. T CANNOT SAy HOW LONG 
RECOVERY WILL TAKE, BUT 
FOR NOW AT LEAST, THE 

WORST IS OVER. 


WELL, THAT'S GOTTA BE TH' BEST NEWS 
I'VE HEARD T'DAY. NOW IF YOU'LL ALL 
EXCUSE ME, I GOTTA GO SEE HOW 

ALICIA'S DOIN”, 


MINUTES LATER. 


OF COURSE, BEN. 


FRANKLIN... £, 


JUST 
KEEP ME AWA 


ÁLICIA, BABY. 
TM SORRY. T 
DION'T MEAN 
TA WAKE YA, 


“SÁ 


= 


4 


E ALICIA MASTERS" 


TELL ME WHAT IT IS THAT'S 
BOTHERING YOU. NO, DON'T DENY 
IT; T KNOW YOU TOO WELL. 
EVEN BEHIND THOSE CRAGEY 
FEATURES T CAN TELL YOU'RE, 
“TROUBLEO. DEEPLY 


IM WORRIED ABOUT'CHA, 1 KNOW 
BABY I MEAN, I KNOW THE  ANNIHILUS DIO 
DOCTORS SAY VER OKAY BUT, A REAL NUMBER 
WHEN T SEE YA ALL BAN- ON YOU AN' 
DÁGEO UP LIKE THIS... FRANKLIN... 


IT... L KNOW IT MAY SEEM SELFISH BUT IT'S A REAL OLD 
A' ME, FER SOMETHIN' LIKE THIS TA YNOTHIN/ZAND IT CUTS 
BE BOTHERIN' ME SO MUCH, T MEAN, REAL DEEP 
COMPARED TA WHAT'S HAPPENED IN 
THE LAST COUPLA DAYS, THIS IS 
aa NUTHIN. 
YEAH, THERES 
Aa A BOTHERIN' 


YA SEE, 
BABE, THERE'S 
SOMETHING... 


THE FRAGILE SCRAP OF PAPER 

SEEMS TO WEISM TONS IN HIS 

HAND THE MIEMTE-MUSCLEO 

THING CAN BARELY FINO THE 

STRENGTH TO DRAW 17 FROM 
HIS POCKET; 


HIS VOICE IS SCARCELY MORE 
THAN A THROATY WHISPER, HE 
STUMBLES OVER WORDS LIKE 
SOMEONE SUDDENLS LUNFAM/LIARS 
WITH HIS NATIVE TONGUE. SUT 
HE GETS IT OUT... 


| 
| 
D 


WORLO- RENOWNED 
SCIENTIS T- ADVEN- 
TURER SNOWN AS 


EUT EVEN THEN, HE HAD ONE 
FRIEND piegas THAN ALL THE 
REST... 


HEY, BIS BRAIN, TIME TA 
PACK UP YER TEST-TUBES 
AN' HAVE À FEW LAFFS, 


PITT 


SORRY ROOMIE, BUTI YLOOK,PAL,I DONT N | AN'YOU'RE 
CAN'T SPARE THE TIME CARE IF YOU'VE FOUND GONNA HAVE 

A G00DP TIME, 
FOUND AN INTRINSIC PERFECT MILK SHAKE, CAPEESHZ À 
FLAW INMICHELSON'S | YOU'VE BEEN HOLED 
POSTULATE ON THE RE- UP IN THIS SMELLY LAB 
ORGANIZATION OF IN- / FER TWO WEEKS, THIS IS 
ANIMATE MOLECULES SATURDAY NIGHT. 


/] » 
| 


SUCH WAS LIFE, BEFORE 

THEIR EXPOSURE TO ] 
COSMIC RAYS, BEFORE THE 

FANTASTICO FOUR. N 


BENZ HEY BIS | HIYA, DOLL-FACE/ OF COURSE, ALYNA, PLEASE, H|, REED. BEN'S TOLD ME 
FELLA, OVER / REED YOU REMEMBER GOOD AND T DON'T THINK | ILST OODLES ABOUT YOU. 


ALYNA CAMBERS AFTERNOON,| | YOU'VE MET MAN Nmio 
DONTCHA ? MISS CAMBERS FREEMAN. n 


VAW, DON'T MIND HIM. HE HAS TROUBLE 
HAVIN' FUN IN MIXED COMPANY, CALISE 
HE'S THINKIN" ABOUT À YOUNG LADY 

HE MET LAST SUMMER, 


WELL, ENOUGH 4 THIS 

INTRODLICTORY STUFF WHO'S 

FER A FEW BREWS AT THE 
SIUDENT PES ? 


o), 


oo 


e ra 


NS Gero 


SOUNDS GREAT TO ME, 
SWEETIE, BUT REED DOESN'T 
LOOK TOO THRILLED, 


e 


BEN... YOU SEE -- MES, STORM, My LANDLADY 
PLEASE! , INTHE CITY HAS THIS NIECE, SUSAN AND. 
WELL... ER... T MEAN... 


AWRIGHT PAL, SAVE YER BREATH. WE 
SoT 4 FUN EVENIN AHEAD OF US, AN' 
1 OON'T WANNA WASTE NO TIME 
YAKKIN' ABOUT YOUNE GIRLS WITH 
BIG CRUSHES ON UNIVERSITY q 


HEY, ALYNN. 
COME TA WATCH 
ME WIN ANOTHER 

GAME FER OU 

ESUP 


OH...BEN/ T LOVE YOU! 
T'LL ALWAYS LOVE yOU, 
NO MATTER WHAT 
HAPPENS. YOU KNOW 
THAT DON'T YOU £ YOU 
BELIEVE IT ? TELLM 
YOU BELIEVE IT 


N-NOT EXACTLY, BEN, NiT'S NOT ANOTHER GUY/ 
1... BEN, T HAVE TO TELL NALYNN, TELL ME YOU 
YOU SOMETHING, BUT IL  NAIN'T FOUND ANOTHER 
JUST DON'T KNOW WHERE 6 

TO BEGIN. ITS SO HARD 


, NO, BEN, 
NY NOTHING LIKE THAT. 
NOTHING THAT 
SIMPLE. To. 


DON'T SAY ANYTHING ELSE, 
BEN. DON'T ASK ANYTHING. 
PRETENDO Z WASN'T EVEN 
HERE. PRETEND T WAS 
NEVER HERE. NEVER IN 


YOU'RE Peba 
LEAVING ?, 


WHAT HAPFENED NEXT BEN WOULD BE ÁBLE TO PIECE 
TOCETHER LATER. ENOUCH ATLEAST TO HAVE 4 
CLEAR IMAGE OF THE EVENTS. 
| j | 


AREN'T YOU GOING 

TO SIT WITHME, AS 
USUAL? BEN IS SURE TO 
MISS YOU IF YOU'RE NOT 
THERE CHEERING HIM ON. 


ALYNN, WHAT IS IT? | OH...OH, REED, 1 WISH T EUT SHE CANNOT 
COULD TELL YOU. T WISH FIND THE WORDS, 
E e THE SOBS TEAR 


YOU'RE CRYING! IS 
) COULD TELL ANYONE. EUT... 
1 CAN'T. T JUST CAN'T! 


IN 


/ p 


(TIS À REALIZATION THAT WILL NOT 
STAY WITH HIM LONG, FOR HE SOON 
BECOMES SWEPT LP IN THE RAW 
DRAMA UNFOLDINE ON THE FIELO 


es 


cpu cã 


= 


AVES 


E Í 
AND EVEN THOSE WITH PRECIOUS || THOUGH REED 
LITTLE INTEREST IN SPORTS || !S EVER AWARE 
CANNOT HELP BUT FEEL OF THE EMPTINESS 
THEIR BLOOD SURSING FASTER [THAT OCCUPIES THE 
AS THE INTENSITY BUILDS: [SEAT TO HIS LEFT. 


LIKE ANCIENT ARMIES. THE TEAM 
=== DRAW THEIR BATTLE LINES: THIS IS À 
ERR VICTORY THAT WILL BE HARD WON, FOR 
DD THE TWO BEST TEAMS IN THE COLLEGE 


LEAGUE FACE EACH OTHER ON THE 
SRIDIRON. 


AND SO TOO, BY 
HALETIME, 18 
BEN GRIMM, 


“Mr esco erre AND THE KNOWLEDEE 
IS LIKE À DAGGER 
IN HIS HEART. 


IT IS NOT THE 
FOOTEALL CHAM- 
PION WHO RE- 
TURNS TO THE 
FIELD, FCR BEN 
ERIMM'S MIND IS 
NOT ON THE 
GAME, 


HE IS A 
COMPLEX MAN, 
YET HIS HEART à 

BELONES TO | 
SIMPLE THINGS ; 
BASIC IDEALS 
AND DREAMS. 


ANO HE FEELS 
ONE OF THEM 
SLIPPING THROUGH 
HIS FINGERS 

NOW, 


1 DON'T BELIEVE YOU! THE BEST 
DANG PLAYER IN THE WHOLE COLLEGE 
LEAGUE! YOU'VE CARRIED WHOLE 
GAMES ALL BY YOURSELF BUT 
COME THE MOST IMPORTANT GAME 
OF ALL, AN' YOU PLAY LIKE... LIKE, 

Z DUNNO LIKE WHAT, 


OH, TM SURE THEY WON'T 

DO THAT TO YOU, OLD FRIEND 

IF YOU JUST EXPLAIN WHAT 
HAPPENED... 


AN' HOW AM T 
SUPPOSED TA DO 


THAT, AWWHEN T DON'T | 
MA 


EVEN KNOW MYSELF? 


LET HIM GO, COACH. TVE 
NEVER SEEN BEN LIKE 
THIS, BUT... 


ALL RIGHT, RICHAROS, N 
YOU KNOW Him BETTER 
THAN ANY OF US, 
BUT FIND OUT 
WHAT THE HECKS 


EUA EATIN HIM a 4 
N 


WILL YA? 


EN ANNARNRA 


TLL TRY, 
COACH. 
TULL TRY. 


DON'T SAY IT, BIG BRAIN. LAST THING Z 
NEED RIGHT NOW |S À BUNCHA TEN- 
DOLLAR WORDS FROM YOU. T BLEWIT, 
I BLEW THE GAME. T'LL BE LUCKYIF 
TI HAVEN'T BLOWN MY SCHOLARSHIF. 


TVE HAD IT/ T'VE HAD IT 
WITH COLLEGE, WITH YOL, 
WITH Es STUPID 


THERE'S NOT À WHOLE LOT TÁ 
SAY FAL, T MADE A PANG FOOL 
OF MYSELE AND THINKIN' ALL 
READY TO "1 ALONE UP HERE, THERE'S 
TALK, BIS ONLY ONE REASON FER IT 
FELLA? THAT T'VE BEEN ABLE TA 
COME UP WITH. 


ALYNN, 

YES? YOU LOVE 
HER. WHY DON'T 
YOU TELL HER = 


IT TOOK BEN CRIMM NEARLY | YOU SHOULON'T 

THREE WEEKS TO FIND ALYNN | HAVE COME AFTER 

CAMBERS AGAIN. SHE HAO LEFT] ME LIKE THIS BEN 

THE SCHOOL , LEFT HER DREAMS | TI MEAN, IT'S 

DF EDUCATION BEHIND. BUT, 

FORTUNATELY, SHEHAD NOT 
VET LECT TOWN. 


NO, BUT WE ARE TWO 
PEOPLE WHO MEAN À 
HECKUVA LOT TO EACH 
OTHER, ALYNN. LOOKIT 
THIS TREE, 'MEMBER 
WHEN WE CAME HERE,., 
WHEN Z CARVED OUR 
INITIALS ? 17 WAS JUST 
À GOOF REALLY. WE 
DIDN'T HAROLY MEAN 
NOTHIN' TO EACH 
OTHER THEN. BUT 
SOMEHOW.. 


) 
WONDERFUL TO 
SEE YOU AGAIN. 
YOU HAVE NO IDEA 


=] HOW MUCH TvE 


MISSED YOLI, BUT 


+. BACK THEN 
BEFORE THE GAME 
you sHouLo HAVE 


-.. SOMEHOW/ 
1 THOUGHT... 
1 KIND'A 
PICTURED US 
COMING BACK 
TO OUR FIFTY-YEAR 
| RELINION, AN” 
| COMIN' HERE, 
AND RE- 
MEMBERIN: 


LÓVES 


N ABr 


YA COULON'T END IT LISSEN, I AIN'T GONNA 
THEN, ALYNN.IT HADN'T MAKE NO BIG SPEECHES 
d THATS REED'S TRICK,NOT 
MINE, MAYBE T COULD'A 
HAD HIM WRITE ME UP 
SOMETHIN' FANCY TA SAY 
TA YOU, BUT IT WOULO 
PROB'LY HAVE ENDED UP 
BEIN'A CHEMICAL FORMULA, - 
'STEAD OF À LOVE 


IT WOULON'T HAVE 
”  NORKED ANYWAY, MY 
DARLING, HE'S NOT CYRANO, 
AND TM NOT ROXANNE. 


REMEMBERIN! HOW IT ALL BEN, T DON'T 
STARTED RIGHT HERE, WITH KNOW WHAT... 
THESE INITIALS ON THIS TREE, 

WITH THIS RING. IT WUZ MY 

MA'S RING, ALYNN. T WANT 


| YOU TA HAY 


=“ 


OH... BEN. T CAN'T, 
I WAN'T TO, 


ITS SIMPLE ENOUEH, 
ALYNN, TM ASKIN' 
YA TA MARRY ME, 


THEN DON'T say “NO,” NO, BEN, NO, IT ISN'T 
ALYNN. THAT'S THE ONLY ) HAVE MY CAREER, BEN. T 
THING YOU CAN DO WANT TO GO TO HOLLYWOOD 
THAT'LL HURT ME I WANT TO BE A STAR, AND 

NOW, IF T MARRY YOU T MIGHT 
N NEGLECT YOU. YOU MIGHT 
DA GET LOST IN THE SHUFFLE, 

a 4AY DARLING, AND T 

COLILON'T BEAR THAT. 


DON'T come 
AFTER ME 
THIS TIME. 


o —s 


a 


“ 


DON'T. “” 


= 
— 


THE WORDS HAVE RUN 

OUT THE SKENCE SETTILES 
ACROSS THE HOSPITAL ROOM 
LIKE A DARK EXTENSION OF 
THE BANDAGES THAT SWATA 
ALICIA MASTERS"! FOOY 


o 


THEY HAVE 
LOVED, THESE 
TWO, AS FEW/ 
OTHERS IN 
ALL HISTORY 
HAVE LOVED. 
A PURE LOVE, 
A LOVE BORN 
OP MUTUM 


DON'T SAY ANYTHING 
ELSE, BEN. NOT JUST NOW. 
ALYNN CAMEBERS. sHE 


IN MOVIES, PER 
IN THE WORLD. 


ABXY NO/ IT 
TTHAT/ IT 
T THATAT 
ALL! T LOVE YOU, 
IALICIA! T LOVE 


THESE YEARS. 
Sur... BUT... 


ANO IN THE SLENCE THE 

MONSTER WHO WAS ONCE 

BEN ERMM WONDERS 1 

THE WOROS UNSFOKEN ALL 

THESE NEARS SHOULD HAVE HE PS A MAN 

BEEN CEFT SO. WHO HAS MARCHED 
UNCARINE INTO 


& 
THIS SILENCE, 
HE 18! AFRAID, 


YOU GO, BENZ YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO, WE HAVE MADE 
NO PROMISES, EXCHANGED NO 
VOWS, T UNDERSTAND HOW 
AN OLD LOVE, À FIRST LOVE,, 


(SS . ARE VOL A 
/ ASKINE ME TO LET 
< 


1.1 BETTER GO NOW, | CAUSE YER ALWAYS THERE BUT THIS TIME... 
[2) WHEN T NEED YA. CAUSE THIS TIME 1 GUESS 
HERE, STEN WHEN T YA ALWAYS LOVE ME. RKIT 
NEEDED YA, THAT'S WHY OUT FOR MYSELF. 
Z LOVE SA. THAT'S WHY 

T'LL ALWAYS LOVE JA, 


BE CAREFLUL, 


BELOVED, BE 
CAREFIUL. 


Mo 
“= 
Y% 


& Be R 
ANS 


THE LETTER SAID sHE'D BE HERE 
AT FIVE.IT'S ALMOST TEN AFTER. 
DID SHE GET CAUGHT IN Juro 7 


gs ogmemees 5 


E e, 

e 
CXELPEN 

| AWRIGHT PAL. GE 

| iTTAGETHER. 

À. DEEP BREATH. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


HELLO, ITS ENE=""—=...—— NOT EXACTLY WHAT ESET, 
re TIME YOU EXPECTED, EH, 
BENZ MAY 1 COME OH,» 
CC NZ EA SURE... 


ALYNN 
WHAT... WHAT 
HAPPENED 7 


OUT OF THAT, BACK TO BEING 
ABLE TO DRESS ANO FEED 


| MYSELF EVEN TO WALK AGAIN-- 


WITH DIFEICULTY 


> 
i la | di 
A STROKE é BEN, EIGHTEEN E 


MONTHS AGO- MY PRESS AGENT 
MANAGEO TO KEEP IT OUT OF THE Lee so 
IM NOT SURPRISED YOU HADN'T HEARD. 


ID HOPED.. IF YOU COULO 
JUST TALK TO ME... TELL 
ME HOW de DEAL WITH 


BUT THE POCTORS Say TLL 
NEVER BE A HUNDRED PER- 
CENT AGAIN. T'LL NEVER LOSE 
THE SLUR IN MY VOICE, 

THE PROOP IN MY FACE. 


OH, BEN, HELP 
* HELP ME 


SADNESS ANO MEMORIES YOU CAN BREAT! 
BEGIN THE NIGHT: BUT WITH EASY, My FRIE 
THE THING'S SUPPORT, ALYNN FRANKLIN IS & 

TO BE ALL RIZ 


CAMBERS REALIZES THAT EVEN 
BASSEL AWAY SHE WILL EO ON. | 


FRANKLIN IS A M9/7ANT -- POSSESSED OF 
GREAT FOWERS. BUT FOR THE FAST SEVERAL 
WEEKS THOSE POWERS HAVE BEEN STIFLED.. 


++ CLOSED 


THEREFORE, T HAVE DECIDED ON A COURSE 

OF ACTION. SUE AND 1 WILL TAKE OUR 

SON AND LEAVE THE BAXTER BUILDING, 
LEAVE NEW YORK. 


NDS, 
ONGS 


THOUGH HER BEAUTY HAS THE DANGER IS 
PASSEO. 


HE 


NO, DOCTOR THE DANGER IS NOT OVER. 
SRIMM. IT IS FAR FROM OVER. 


AND WITHOUT THEM HE 15 A NORMAL 

CHILD, WITH NORMAL VULNERÁBILITIES. 

AS THIS RECENT BATTLE WITH ANN/HILUS 

HAS MORE THAN ADEQUATELY DEMON- 
STRATED. 


THE BAXTER 

BUILDING (S NO 
LONGER A SAFE 
PLACE FOR HIM. 


WE WILL FIND À SMALL TOWN WHERE YA DON'T HAFTA 
WE WILL HOPEFULLY NOT BE RECOGNIZED. | FINISH, STRETCHO, 
WE WILL ADCPT FALSE IDENTITIES, DO I'VvE HEARD THIS 
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO CREATE AN SONG BEFORE. THIS 
A NORMALCY FOR MEANS... 
FRANKLIN, 


IN SHORT... 


APPROVED 
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comics 
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SUCH A THING IS BUT NEVER HAVE MY VITAL ENERGY W7 FEELINGS T HAD THOUGHT LONG DEAD > 
NEARLY INCOMPREHEN- |. SUPPLIES SLIPPED SO LOW. TOO ; HM WITHIN ME HAVE STIRRED AGAIN, AND THE 
SIBLE. MANY TIMES E MANY TIMES IN RECENT MONTHS PRICE THEY NOW EXACT IS TERRIBLE . 
HAVE I COME UNDER HAVE I STAYED MY HAND, AND SPARED ERA INDEED. 

A WORLD WHOSE £/FE ENERGIES 

MIGHT HAVE REPLENISHED ME. 


AM I NOT GALACTUS 2 
AM I NOT HE WHOSE VERY 
NAME IS SPOKEN ONLY IN DREAD 
WHISPERS THROUGHOUT THE FAR- 
THEST REACHES OF THE UNENDING 
UNIVERSE Z AM I NOT THE 
RAVAGER, THE DEVOURER OF 
; WORLDS 2 


“% YET ONCE, TWENTY BILLION 
YEARS AGO, WAS I NOT ALSO À 
MAN, AS MORTAL AS ANY CREA- 

TURE THAT CRAWLS UPON A PLA- 
NET'S CRAGGY FACE ? L HAD THOUGH 


AS THE UNIVERSE WHICH BIRTHED 
HIM. 1 HAD ZRAYVED IT 
MIGHT BE S0. 


DM IT COMES THAT SPECTER 
THAT ONE SUCH AS GALAC- 
mB 772/$ CANNOT DARE FACE-- . 
COM PASSION. 


"ta 477 
“us ju. UN =) 
>» us 1 2: : 


“LOOK, YOU UNCARING COSMOS. 
EE HOW THIS MADNESS HAS 

PRIVEN ME --DRIVEN ME TO SEEK 

NEW SOURCES OF NOURISHMENT. 


y 


“MY TINY, ROBOT PROBES SKIM THE 
SURFACES OF BLASTED, CRATERED 


Ae: a ; 


NE 


v 


SK 


“a 


E O OBESS O 
“THE LONG ARMS OF MY SHIP DRAW IN 


COUNTLESS THOUSANDS OF CUBIC MILES OF THE 
ATMOSPHERE OF YONDER SAS GIANT. MY MECHA- 


NA NG 


w 
Nº 


HOW MUCH EASIER IT WOULD BE TO 
SEEK OUT A WORLD BURSTING WITH 
LIFE, RIPE FOR MY PLUCKING, ANP 


BUT,I HAVE TURNED MYSELF 

AWAY FROM THAT PATH. THE 

UNIVERSE HAS PROVED 4 PLACE 
MORE COMPLEX THAN EVEN 


GALACTUS DVARED 
S SUSPECT. 


DRAIN FROM IT IN ONE FELL 
SWOOP ALL THE ENERGY 
MY BODY CRAVES. 


1 AM OLDER THAN THE 
OLDEST STAR THAT BURNS, 
OLDER THAN THE UNIVERSE 
ITSELF, YET I AM A CHILD 
ABORNING, AND IN THIS BIRTH 
MAY COME ALSO DEATH. 


ING CRY OUT FOR 
SUSTINANCE Z 


LN NS 
PERHAPS AN END 
1/15 AT LAST IN $IGHT 
TO THE ONCE UNENDING 
À QUEST TO SATISFY My 
COSMIC HUNGER. 


I WELCOME YOU, ONCE- 
FEARED SIBLING. LET THE 
END BE QUICK. 


You! THEN MY HOUR IS 
STRUCK. MY FINAL 
PAGE IS WEIT. 


MY TOUCH IS ALWAYS 
QUICK, GALACTUS. 
BUT TO GAIN MY 
TOUCH MAY SET YOU 
ON A HARD AND 
ROCKY ROAD 


YOUR TIME IS NOT 
YET, MY CHILD. THE 
UNIVERSE 15 YOUNG, 
AND YOU HAVE 

MUCH TO DO... 


MUCH TO DO? HAVE T 
NOT DONE ENOUGH IN 
TWENTY BILLION YEARS? 
HAVE I NOT SEEN 


HAVE I NOT SEEN 
LIFE IN ALL ITS MYRI- 


ONLY TO SLIP AGAIN 
INTO THE UNENDING 


BEEN YOUR SLAVE AND 

SERVANT FOR ALL 

THIS TIME. WHAT MORE 
IS THERE TO Do Z 


PERHAPS BECAUSE OF 
YOUR PAST MORTALITY, 
CERTAIN THINGS ARE 

NOT YOURS TO KNOW, 
AND MAYHAP NEVER 


OUR PURPOSE, 
HUSBAND, 


GONE! GONE AGAIN AS 


S0 MANY TIMES BEFORE. B 


AND ONCE MORE IS 


GALACTUS ALONE-- | 


ALONE 45 |5 NO OTHER 
CREATURE IN ALL A 
THE COSMOS. 


YOUR NEWFOUND CONSCIENCE 
CLOUDS YOUR REASON. YOU 
ARE NO SLAVE, CGALACTUS, 

LEAST OFALL TO ME. YOU ARE 
MY HUSBAND AND FATHER, MY 
BROTHER AND SON. WERE WE 
NOT BORN AT THE SAME MO- 
MENT, ARE WE NOT TWO COR- 
NERS OF THAT GREAT TRIANGLE 

WHICH IS THE UNIVERSE ? 


You AND T ARE AS OLD 
AS CREATION, SIBLING, 
YET WE ARE BUT CHIL- 
DREN, MERE BABES NOT 
YET TO KNOW MATURITY 
UNTIL THAT DISTANT TIME 
WHEN THE COSMOS SHALL 
ACHIEVE ITS FINAL END 


AND THE NATURE OF THAT 

END |$ SET AND WRITTEN, 
CALACTUS. YOU AND T ARE 
BUT THE SHEPHERDS WHO 
GUIDE IT TO ITS PROPER PUR- 
POSE. OR, MORE PRECISELY, IT | 
A TANGLED GARDEN YOU AND I 

MUST EVER WEED. 


YOURS 1$ QUITE 
POSSIBLY THE MOST 
IMPORTANT ROLE. 
DO NOT SHIRK IT; 
LEST THE UNIVERSE 
FAIL AT THE LAST. 


Md MUST BE WIPED AWAY. I 
BA MUST BEGIN AGAIN. 


THE DIE IS CAST 
LET THE GREAT 
GAME COMMENCE 


NO MORE TO DEBATE THE 
CORRECTNESS OF 
THAT WHICH T DO. SUCH 
TERMS HAVE LITTLE 
MEANING NOW, 


THE SINGLE WORD IS NO MORE THAN A WHISPER AGAINST THE gerem FAILING, FAILING FAST, 
ETERNAL SONG OF THE COSMOS, BUT IT FLASHES ACROSS LIGHT- “E MOST FAITHFUL OF MY 
YEARS WITH THE SPEED OF THOUGHT, AND... W MERALDS. WE MUST 


NOVA |$ HERE, E | ACT QUICKLY. 


A 


N 
À 


N 


MN CER 
EN NO i - ELSA, NS 
NX Q É — < 
WAS » 
qa e | | ,, 


MASTER. 1 HAVE A ANOTHER INHABITED 
FOUND A WORLD E PLANET? IS ITALL TO BEGIN 
WELL SUITED TO Srs ne e WO AGAIN SO SUDDENLY? THE 
YOUR NEEDS -- Iii sz Aa DECISION |5 MADE, AND NOT 
THE SERULL E Ê à A SECOND LAPSES ERE I 


THRONE-WORLD, Eis AE MUST ACT UPON IT. 


NEVER FEAR, 


SOMETHING!S HAPPENED. HE!S I HAVE THE DISTINCT 
BEEN...VISITED AGAIN, IT CAN FEELING T'M JUST ON THE 
SENSE A DEPARTED PRESENCE, EDGE OF SOMETHING. 


LIKE THE COLD BREATH OUT SOMETHING PERHAPS NO 
OF AN ANCIENT TOMB. g OTHER MUMAN MIND HAS 


WHO... ? WHAT... 2 E EVER KNOWN... 


VERY WELL, 
MY HERALD, 
LEAD ON. 


SHE FLASHES FROM THE HEART OF THE GREAT 

STARSHIP, AND STRANGE THOUGHTS PERALEX 

THE WOMAN- THING WHO ONCE CALLED 
HERSELE FRANKIE RAVE. 


S0 MUCH HAS HAPPENED IN THE FEW (o, 
MONTHS SINCE I LEFT EARTH TO BECOME 4 
THE HERALD OF GALACTUS. MY MORTAL À 
SENSES HAVE BEEN EXPANDED BEYOND TÁMS 
COMPREHENSION. dé 


THAT'S HOW I KNOW THERE!S Pays - Ko - . 

SOMETHING 8/6 GOING ON. GA- Ni AS RP Va a MANY WORLDS LIVE IN 
LACTUS HAS BEEN STRANGELY Ceres AR CONSTANT FEARZ 
INRECISIVE OF LATE, AS IF HE'S as e TÃO 8º. etra” AND WHAT OF AGF 
LOST HIS SENSE OF PURPOSE. JRR ERA My FECLINGS? o] 


IT'S SHEER INSANITY TO EVEN 
CONSIDER FEELING THE WAY I 
DO. BUT I CAN'T HELP IT. NO MAN, PERIOD. 1 KNOW MY 
GALACTUS IS LIKE NO MAN LIBERATED SISTERS BACK ON 
I'VE EVER KNOWN... k EARTH WOULD HAVE KITTENS, BUT 
RM, T FIND HIM ABSOLUTELY IRRESIST- 
ABLE. HIS POWER. HIS ALMOST 
OMNISCIENT ALOOFNESS. 


DO I DARE PUT 


7” THE WORDTOIT2 AM 
MM )IINZOVE WITH 
e.g GALACTUS 7 


Pa o: 00 0 a 
A STRANGE THOUGHT TO BE SURE, AND PASSING 
QUICKLY FOR NOW AS THE BAREST CONCENTRA- 
T/ON WARPS TIME AND SPACE... 


«IN THE MIDDLE 
OF A SKRULL 
ARMADA “ 


THAT OTHER SKkKRULL 
SHIP I ENCOUNTERED * 
MUST HAVE SIGNALLED 
THE THRONE-WORLD, 


ABOARDP THE SHIPS OF THE FLEET THE USUALLY 
LIMBER SKRULLS MOVE AWKWARDLY IN THEIR CUM- 
E BERSOME SPACE ARMOR. 


AND UT mn VÁ READY, WEAPONS 
E mer OFFICER. STAND BY 


TO FIRE. 


e: DIDO 
THE WORD /$ NEVER 

SPOKEN. Ê 
QD CA Ore, 
NOVA'S FLAME INTENSIFIES 
TO THE POWER OF HER 

NAMESGAKE... 


THE FOOLS! 
THEY REALLY 
THINK THEY STAND 
A CHANCE AGAINST 
à THE HERALD OF 
E SALACTUS £ 


ANO THE FIRST 
SKRULL SHIP PERISHES 

WITHOUT EVER KNOWING 
SEATTLE. 


SSÁ 
NZ 
VA 


O 


INDEED, WHAT FOLLOWS CAN SCARCE 
BE CALLED À BATTLE. 


LE, » 


RESIST THOUGH THEY MAY THE | PS E ADS POA. as; 

MIGHTY SKRULL FLEET 15 HOPE LPS DAS rss 4 Ed 

LESSLY OUTMATCHED BY THE PAO e 2 t 

SINGLE FLAMING FEMALE. | “, 

E TZ, €E 
A 


JP - 


SEDA SO 7447 NOTHING BUT 4 
SAIA PRIFTINE FIELD OF TANGLED 
- DA 725%/5 AND vacuum-BLosTED 
ad AAA BAR CORPSES GREETS THE ARRIVAL 
DES ca OF 7HE STAR-SPANNINE SEMERE... 


MORON! OUR GALAXY HAS VHE SPEAKS TRUE,O MY 
DIOTS! DOLTS? WHY SUCCESSFULLY HIDDEN ITS | EMPRESS. WE CLOAKED 
DID YOU NOT ACTIVATE 


FOR UNCOUNTED MILLENIA. /AN ENERGY DAMPING 
THE CLOAKING z 
EFFECT E A BE |pou say we rar vow: FIELD, BUT THE HERALD 
a8 


FLEW ON AS IF SHE 

HAD STAR-CHARTS 
MARKING OUR 
POSITION / 


o b y 
Pg 15 1F THE HERALO Knew À E 
PN wierewewere” N CA) 


ANELLE! DAUGHTER,| | WHAT? WHAT DO 
I HAD HOPED YOU WERE 
a YET IN BED. Go 
/ | THAT YOU SHOULD 
HAPPENING? 4 : N À SLEEP PEACEFULLY 
' THROUGH THE ENO 


FAR WORSE THAN THAT, 


EE OF THE SKRULL EMPIRE 
BREECHEDZ MUST FEAR, 


E 


E 


M 


Am ly RÉ 


YET EVEN IN THEIR DARKEST 
HOUR SOME SKRULLS DO 
NOT GIVE UP--NOT YET. 


ARMAMENT ERISTLING... 


ENOUGH DESTRUCTIVE FORCE TO LAY 
WASTE THE ENTIRE CITY BLASTS 
AGAINST GALACTUS, WAVE AFTER 
THUNDERING WAVE. 


Ca 
NS NNT 


PM 


, Au ) Aq 
LR | bo 
O) al|MEscEMs ro DONOTHINE, 
2As) RD YET THE WORKS OF THE 
s A PM SKRULLS PEEL BACK BE- 
dy, MBA AI VEATH HS FEET LIKE THE 
MZ EN sk or EQUE OVER-RIPE 


THAT ENIGMATIC FACE WILL BE THE 
LAST ANY SKRULL OF THIS WORLD 
WILL SEE DF GALACTUS. 


t. 


&UT IF HE IS EVEN 

AWARE OF THE 

ASSAULT THE DEM- 

GOD GIVES NO SIGN, 
NO GESTURE. 


ANY SKRULL CLOSE ENOUGH 
TO GLIMPSE HIS FACE BE- 
FORE GALACTUS SINKS 
FROM SIGHT MIGHT WELL 
BE AT À LOSS TO COMPRE- 
HEND HIS BEATIFIC 
EXPRESSION. 


RT e FE ER. 4 
a N & THE NEXT MOMENT THE SUR- 
dp Fa FACE OF THE ENTIRE THRONE- 
2. 
“o 


ALMOST INSTANTLY THE GROUND 

BELOW BOILS INTO MOLTEN LAVA, 

AND GALACTUS SINKS UNCARING 
INTO THE SEARINE CAULDRON. 


WORLD TEARS ITSELF APART, 
AND THE FURIES OF THE INNER 
WORLD ARE SET FREE. 


THE PALACE -- THE CITY-- 
THEY'RE SMAT TERING! 
WE HAVE TO DO SOME- 


TO GET TO THE SPACE- 
PORT-- TO A SHIP... 


BUT FOR THE PLANET ITSELF DEATH 
/$ A LONG AND ARDUOUS THING INQEED. 


vo. 7 ns 7244 


ES 


/GNORANT OF GRAVITY THE FRAGMENTS 
OF THE DYING WORLD ARC AND DANCE 
ACROSS THE BLOOD-RED SkY. 


A GIANT, ALL -CONSUMING 

SPHERE OF PLASMA RIPPLES 

OUTWARDS FROM WHAT WAS 
BONCE THE PLANETARY CORE. 


EVERY USABLE SHIP IN THIS 
QUADRANT WAS IN THE ARMADA 
THE HERALD DESTROYED. 


NOTHING... 
SAVE TO 
LIES 
v 


A A CRR 


TS DEATH- THROES LAST MANY 
HOURS, THE UNLEASHED ENERGIES 
ED) MARCHINE ACROSS ITS CRACKED 
| 442 RAVAGED FACE IN GREAT; 
SWIRLING WALLS OF POWER. 


8Y DAY'$ END THERE /8 LITTLE 
LEFT WHICH MIGHT TRULY BE 
CALLED A PLANET. 


THE SKRULL THRONE-WORLD 
ml /5 NO MORE, BUT THE 
a] ZROCESS OF ITS DEATH 18 
NOT ENDED. NOT YET. 


EVERY SCRAP OF MATTER FUNNELS THROUGH R 
THE WHITE HOLE THAT YAWNS AT THE CENTER E 
OF THE DESTRUCTION. p 


o 


THOUGH IT IS MOST UNDEN/ABLY 
DESTROYED. ONLY THE NIGH MYSTIC 
ENERGY /S TAKEN, DRAINED AWAY. 


THE WHOLE PROCESS TAKES SOME esa 
TWENTY-EIGHT HOURS, AS WE MEA- Wa 
SURE TIME. ; 


AND GENTLY AS À MOTH - 
ER TENDS HER BABE-IN- 
ARMS, MECHANICAL LIMES 
EXTRUDE ANP DRAW IN THE 
FLOATING FIGURE THAT 1$ 


W 


dis dl 
a as “em ade a AN 


TR 


Po. 


a o O 
ZA MA à 


AMOLECULES ARE CRACKED, 

À S/FTED, AND DISCARDED --AS 
FROM THE FIBER OF THE 
PLANET 18 EXTRACTED THAT 
WHICH IS THE LIFE-FORCE. 


À STAR -SPHERE DRAW NEAR THE DEAD 
REMNANTS OF THE PLANET: 


SLEEP NOW, MASTER. LET 

THE ENERGIES FLOW 

THROUGH YOU, AND MAKE 
YOU STRONG AGAIN. 


DREAMLESS SLEEP, AND 
NOVA SHALL WATCH 
OVER YOU. 


SHE HAS WITNESSED TH/S DAY 
THE ANNIHILATION OF A PLANE- 
TARY CIVILIZATION OLDER THAN 
HUMAN HISTORY, VET SHE FEELS 
NOTHING BUT HER GROWING 
LOVE FOR THE DEMI-GOD 


| HER LIFE ON EARTH, 


IT SEEMS, 18 FINALLY 
FORGOTTEN. [42] 


BUT THOSE WHO ERIEFLY 
SHARED THAT LIFE HAVE 
NOT ENTIRELY FORGOT - 
TEN HER... 


A 


)) 
|) 


THOUGH, HIS THOUG! 
ARE NOT SOLELY ON 
THE FORMER FRANKIE 
RAYE THIS FINE 
SPRING DAY. 


É THERE'S JULIE, RIGHT IM) YA GOTTA SAY 
WHERE I ASKED HER TO MEET 4 ONE THING FOR 
ME. HMM-=-DIDN'T EXPECT 


py; BÇSS 
ARO 


HE SAYS THAT AS IF 
q SHARON. ER... | WE HAVEN'T SEEN 
À NICETO SEE / EACH OTHER IN 
Wi JOU AGAIN. MONTHS, 'STEAD 
ff OF JUST SINCE 
Mm LAST WEEK. 


E se N 
q T 


pOr a 
A 


TO CURE YOUR 
AIR 


DOpannáni 


AE q 
sa 7 
P; JOHNNY. WHAT'S - 


WITH THE NEW TOO LATE IN 


THREADS 2 


LANGELO'S 


O) 


A FEW MINLITES PLEASANT STROLL LATER... AND THE PRO- I SPENT THE LAST TWO HEY, JOHNNY! 


SO WHILE WE WERE SPENDING CESS WE USED TO GET | |PAYS THERE, KEEPING OVER HERE! 
ALMOST FOUR MONTHS IN THE MEGA- | BACK HAD A WEIRD, SUP- 


FAR OUT/ WELL 
I THINK YOU SHOULD 


KEEP THE “NEW” , 
UNIFORMS. THEY LOOK 
REAL CLASSY. -.| RATCHED AROUND... E 


NSEE LAST ISSUE, AND ISSUE 42330F | | SHOULDN'T YOU BE | A " 
ME AVENGERS -- EDITORI-AL. AT THE HOSPITAL 2 / AA, 


YOU'RE REALLY | SURE. I MAKE ENOUGH BUCKkS 
THINKIN' ABOUT | AS ONE FOURTH OF Z4N- 
GETTIN' YOUR | ZASTIC FOUR (NC. THAT I 
THE SERVICE i! bs] | OWN BACHELOR À DECIDED IT WAS TIME TO CUT 
ELEVATOR |$ BACK cs PAD, T.S.7 THE OL' APRON STRINGS AND 
THIS WAY... SEE HOW I CAN MAKE OUT 


JOHNNY MEN- 
TIONED IT IN 
CLASS, SO... 


THAT'S A RELIEF. | 
THEM'S AN AWFUL 
LOTTA STAIRS / 


50 CAPTAIN BUSINESS- 
MAN JUMPED IN WITH 


BOTH FEET, O cd 
(as 


| | |RINIR 


JOHNNY, THIS WELL -- IT LOOKS LIKE IT 
NEEDS AN AWFUL LOT OF 


15 ABSOLUTELY 
FABULOUS! Z WORK, JULIE... 


LOVE 17º 


A DEAL? GREAT! 
THERE'S A DANDY 
[1 Mel FAT-FOOD PLACE 


UH OH. I'P BETTER WARN THE 


WELL, I GUESS CONGRATULATIONS ) / DON'T 1 KNOW IT. BUT HAVING MY 
ARE IN ORDER, HUH? THIS IS 4 APARTMENT IN THE BAXTER OTHER TENANTS THERE'LL BE 
BIG STEP FOR YOU, JOHNNY. BUILDING DID TEND TO... WELL, SOME WILD SUPER HERO 

e PARTIES COMING UP! 


CRIMP MY STYLE. 


YOU FOLKS NEED 
MORE TIME, OR ARE 
YOU REAPY TO 
YOU SHOULD TRY HAR- ORDER £ 
DER TO GET THE 
COLORS RIGHT, 


WELL--I THINK THE REST 
OF US WILL HAVE THE... 
SHA-NA-NANANAS... 


YOUR SON IS 
GOING TO BE 


THEREFORE 1 HAVE DECIDED ON À 
COURSE OF ACTION. SUE AND I WILL 
TAKE OUR SON AND LEAVE THE 
BAXTER BUILDING, LEAVE 

NEW YORK. 


NO, BEN. NO. I ALMOST WISH IT DID, 
THAT ALTERNATIVE IS FOREVER DENIED TO 
US. WE HAVE TRIED BEFORE TO GO OUR 


SEPARATE WAYS, BUT CIRCUMSTANCES 
HAVE ALWAYS NECESSITATED OUR 
RE-JOINING. WE WILL NOT ACT OUT 
THAT POINTLESS CHARADE THIS 


14N 


THE DANGER IS NOT 
OVER. IT 15 FAR FROM 
ONER. FRANKLIN IS À 
MUTANT, POSSESSED OF 
GREAT POWERS. BUT FOR 
THE PAST SEVERAL 
WEEKS THOSE POWERS, 
HAVE BEEN DAMPED, 
CLOSED DOWN. 


HE IS 4 NORMAL CHILO, 
WITH NORMAL VULNER- 
ABILITIES. AS THIS 


po 
Do 


NS 


YA DON'T HAFTA 


WE WILL FIND A SMALL TOWN, SOME- 
FINISH, STRETCHO. 


WHERE WE WILL HOPEFULLY NOT BE 
RECOGNIZED WE WILL ADOPT FALSE |I'VE HEARD THIS 
IDENTITIES, DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE | SONG BEFORE. THIS 
TO CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE OF MEANS... 
NORMALCY FOR FRANKLIN. 
IN SHORT... 


SANS 1» 
EM NG 7 THE END OF 


N THE FANTASTIC 
44) a 


FOUR / 
YES, OLD FRIEND. IT WILL NOT 
BE EASY, BUT SUE ANDI WILL 
TRY BEING BOTH PARENTS TO 
OUR SON, AND CONTINUING 45 
THE NVIS/BLE GIRL AND 
M/STER FANTAS TIC. 


THEN... WE 
DON'T HAFTA 
BREAK UPZ 


THIS TIME. 


7MING/ BE CAREFUL! 

WE MAY BE IN À 

HOSPITAL, BUT WE 
DON'T WISH TO 
STAY HERE“ 


LOOK OUT WORLD! 
THE LAN TAS TIC 
FOUR ARE STILL IN 
BUSINESS / 


EXAMINATION EARLIER, / YOU'RE GOING TO BE 
AN UNCLE, AGAIN / 


S0,YOU SEE, BEN, THIS N YEAH. YEAH, YOU'RE RIGHT; PAL. | |AND NOW, DOCTOR 1OF COURSE, REED FRANK- 
AWFUL BUSINESS WITH IWELL, YOU SCAMPS! LOOKS GRIMM, IF WE MIGHT | LIN'S ASLEEP JUST NOW, 
FRANKLIN 15 NOT OUR LIKE MORE'N JUST SC/EN- SEE OUR SON £ BUT YOU CAN SIT WITH 
ONLY REASON FOR OUR | 778/0 EXPLORATION WUZ HIM UNTIL HE WAKES. 
DECISION TO MOVE. A GOIN' ON WHILE WE WUZ IN 

NEW-BORN WOULD BE THE NEGATIVE ZONE / 


TO ANY OF OUR MANY 
ENEMIES. 


7O EVEN THE MOST LOVING 
AND DEVOTED OF PARENTE 
3 4 CHILD IS À NEVER-ENDING 
À 7ASk, A CONSTANT STREAM. 
OF NEEDS AND WANTS, AND 
PETTY ANNOYANCES. 


GRE is 
: ME 18 CUTS, AND SCRAPES, 
RUG, THE SUDDEN FEVER l E pl (777 POA |An> Brokentovs ne 
THAT CANCEL S A LONE- : / RS, 75 24/N, AND ANGER AND 
PLANNED HOLIDAY. RE Z 207] somermnc cLsE 


FOR HIS PARENTE, 


Va HE 15 LOVE. 


E [/. fre 
Sd TT Sem: 


4 CHILD ($ THE BOND, THE 
STRENETH THAT HOLDS À 
LAMILY FIRM AND FAST, 


HE |$ THE TEARS, 
AND THE TOYS OF 
LIFE AND GROWTH, 


” MY GOODNESS, SUE! I 
ALMOST DIDN'T RECOGNIZE 
a YOU IN THAT WIG. IT'S QUITE 
A TRANSFORMATION. 


WELL, I'M OFF HOUSE- 
HUNTING, REED. T'VE 
TURNED UP A PROSPECT 
IN CONNECTICUT, 


USED TO IT, 
HUBEINS. IF 
WE'RE GOING 


ACHILL TOUCHES SUSAN STORM RICHARDS 
AT HER HUSBAND'S PARTINE WORDS. 


WHAT BEAUTIFUL 
COUNTRYSIDE, THIS 
LOOKS IDEAL 
ALREADY / 


EG Gr Ma 
DISCRETELY HER COSMIC-RAY 
ALTERED CELLS WARP THE 
SURROUNDINE LIGHT, AND CRAFT | 

ANO PILOT LAND UNSEEN, 


I PUT LASAGNA 
IN FOR DINNER. JUST 
TURN ON THE OVEN 
AT ABOUT 3:00. 


NEL TRY To BE Back 

BY THEN. T PROMISED 

AN 42anza 210 stop BY 
AVENGERS MANSION 

TO LOOK IN ON THE 

MISION. 


4 


NV DON'T WORRY, 
SWEETHEART. 


WHAT COULD DJ 


A HAPPEN THEREZ/— | 


BUT IT IS LARGELY FOR- 
GOTTEN, AS TWENTY 
MINUTES LATER, HER 
SECTION OE THE FABU- 
LOUS FANTASTICAR 
SKIM$ OVER THE ATLANTIC 
COAST. T 


INDEED, THIS 
COULD BE A 
MOST CURIOUS 
VENTURE. 


LOOKS AS IF TIVE 
FOUND US THE PLACE 
WE'RE LOOKING FOR 
RIGHT OFF THE BAT. 

WHAT. GOOD LUCK; 


AS SHE ENTERS THE SPACIOUS a |7'5S STRANGE TO BUT T HAVE 4 GOOD IHOPEIT WILL 
FRONT PORCH, UNBIDDEN PHANTOMS P THINK WE'RE REALLY | | FEELING ABOUT THIS ALL WORK OUT, 
DANCE THROUEH SUSAN'E MIND. GOING TO DO IT HOUSE. AS IF I'M TRULY THIS TIME. 


THIS TIME. 


THUS, WITH SO PROSAIC À 
SOUND A$ THE RINGING OF 
WE TRIED TO FIND Ig A DOORBELL DOES A CHAP- 
A HOUSE ONCE BEFORE, Ps TER END FOR THE FANTAS- 
JUST AFTER FRANKLIN 7/€ FOUR. WHATEVER HAP- 
WAS BORN, THAT SEARCH PENS NOW, THINCS WILL 
IB WAS A COMPLETE FAILURE, NEVER BE THE SAME. 


MEANWHILE... 


IT'S TEN O'CLOCK, 
PROFESSOR RICHARDS. 
TIME TO LEAVE FOR 
AVENGERS MANSION. 


HMZ OH, YES. 
THANK YOU, 


WITHIN MOMENTS À 
SECOND FANTASTICAR 
SEGMENT RISES FROM 

THE BAXTER BUILDING'S 
TOWER COMPLEX. 


AND IN MANY WAYS TODAY THE 
IT'S ODD TO THINK DOT SEEMS ALMOST A LIFE- 
e e E WEILL $00N LEAVE THE TIME SINCE WE MANED IN, 
TA BAXTER BUILDING, ç BP YET IT'S BEEN SUCH A 
2 2 SHORT SPAN OF TIME 
REALLY. 


SO MANY ADVENTURES sl Ss =Ner 
HAVE ria AROU ne a 3 Es Em wiLi é Pa 
THAT BUILDING. OU > | 

ENCOUNTER WITH ZOC- A E BE OUR BASE OF 


= Foo ; 
OPERATIONS, OF 
7US, WITH SO MANY ) Ss) OO er COURSE, BUT NEVER 
é la GAIN WILL WE CALL 
EE NA 


IT... MOME. (20) 


WITH THAT MIXTURE OF NOSTALGIA AND AVENGERS MANSION.| | GOOD MORNING, 
REED T'M 50 GLAD 


YOU COULP MAKE 
NERS HAVE ALREADY IT TODAY, <t: 
IDENTIFIED AND CLEARED Ê po 

E FOR LANDING. : 

pe » 


- 
! 


(TTTTTOTETAS 
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NO GOOD, THAT IS, THERE'S BEEN | [/ CURIOUS. THE WIS/ON'S BlO- 

NO FURTHER DEGENERATION IN HIS | [ml SYNTHETIC SYSTEMS ARE OF 

CONDITION, BUT HE DOESN'T SEEM | == Ny ETF LE” COURSE UNLIKE ANY OTHER ON 
TO BE IMPROVING, EITHER. Espa Bi! as EARTH, BUT I WAS CERTAIN HE'D 


IE; À 

: 1 

Elo | 

ç RES RR 20000 ferem tmnma 
THE VISION WAS INEXPLICABLY 

FELLED BY A NULL -FIELD IN 

AVENGERS 4233-- EDITORI-AL. 


SOME HOURS LATER IN 


THE BASEMENT MEDICAL HMZ OH YES, THANK 
SECTION... : “ You WANDA. IT DOES 


] 
ITLOOKS AS IF THIS IS | a sá . CONDITION Né MORE 
GOING TO TAKE LONGER é EA : COMPLEX THAN T HAD 
THAN WE THOUGHT, REED. Vo R A ANTICIPATED, 
WOULD YOU CARE FOR | 4 j AS” 
SOME TEAZ | 


] 
THE SCARLET WiTCH 
HOLDS$ BACK À TEAR AND 
LEAVES REED RICHARDS 
7O HIS WORK, 


P ITIS AS IF THE 
SIP FATES ARE COM- 
4! BINING TO SHATTER 
MY HARD-WON 
SECURITY, 


MOVING QUICKLY TO THE REST AND RECREATION CHAMEER ON 
no pad RE WANDA SETS HERSELE TO THE PLEASANTLY 
ELESTRIAN TASK OF MAKING ss IT'S ALL SO MAD, 


RM 2/77 7/6 7HOLGATS | 
WHICH FILL HER SOL/- | 
TLDE ARE FAR FROM 
MUNDANE... 


NOW MY BELOVED 
HUSBAND LIES AS NEAR 
TO DEATH AS ONE 
UNLIVINE CAN... 


ÁLL OTHER THOUCHTS ARE BAN/SHED. 
THE SCARLET WITCH WHO RACES 
THROUGH THE CORRIDORS 18 NOW À 
COMPETENT, BATTLE-PRIMEDAVENGER! 


IT'S COMING 
FROM THE 
MEDICAL 
SECTION! 


FANTASTIC 18 
co, 


LE 


NOTHING ON THE DISAPREARANCE OE REED RICHARDS” 
M NOT ONE THING ABOUT SUEIS HOUSE-HUNTING! 
/SSUE: NOFURTHER DEVELOPMENTS FOR THE THING! 
* MOT SO MUCH AS À CLIMPSE OF THE HUMAN TORCH! 
DON'T MISS THE STRANGEST FF ISSUE EVER? 


LOOK WHAT'S HAPPENED TO 
ME IN ONLY A FEW SHORT 
WEEKS/ T'VE SEEN MY DEAR 
BROTHER GO WITH THE 
INSUMANS TO THEIR 
NEW HOME IN THE MOON'S 
BLUE AREA. 


E. 1; 
= my A 


T'VE LEARNED 


EARTHLY 
VILLAINS. 


HE CLAIMS TO 
HAVE REFORMED, 
BUT HOW CAN 
ONE WITH HIS 
PAST RECORD 

BE TRUSTEDZ 
> 


ALERT/ THE MANSION 
HAS BEEN BREECHED/ 


AND THE SMOULDERING 
BLAST-HOLE IN THE FAR WALL 
SEEMSE TO LAUGH AT HER? 


NTERLUDE - 


ONE OF THE CRUELLEST WINTERS OF 
RECENT MEMORY MAS GIVEN WAY TO À 
MOST PLEASANT SPRING. THE COUNTRY- 
S/DE /5 FULL OF THE SIGHTS, SOUNDS 
AND SCENTS OF LIFE REBORN. 


sve2" = 
Cope ei e 
1,4 Va 


PE NR 


eee 


A 
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EVEN THESE LITTLE BRIT OH, GROUSE, GROUSE, 
GIANTS NEED OVE PUT IN , GROUSE/ LET'S HAVE À 
'EM ONCE IN À WHILE, LOOK AT THIS CRUMMY 
VULES... MAP AN' SEE HOW LOST 

I REALLY AM. 


OFALL THE... HE DROVE BY 
LIKE HE DIDN'T EVEN SEE ME/ 
THAT DOES IT! T'LL NEVER 
BELIEVE ANOTHER COUNTRY 
AND WESTERN SONG AGAIN ! 


a. 
Ro e MA 
E 


RA 


ESET A 
RO as 
E ma. msm 


SHMARON SELLECK MAS NO TAKE TH'M/OGET, SHE 
TIME FOR SUCH BUCOLIC TOYS AT SAYS. INE JUST HAD IT 
THE MOMENT, HOWEVER... GASSED UP, AND T'VE 


NEVER HAD A DAY'S 
TROUBLE FROM IT, SHE 
TELLS ME. HMPH/ 


I SHOULD KNOW 
BETTER THAN TO TRUST 
A GIRL WHO THINKS 
“AUTOMOTIVE” IS THE 

REASON SOMEONE 

MURDERS A CAR... 


A TRUCK! COMPLETE WITH 
YOUR BASIC FRIENDLY FARMER/ 
JUST THE TICKET FOR A 
DAMSEL IN DISTRESS... 


WASSAT LITTLE SMUDGE ON 
THE HORIZO 


WHO CAN FIX TRUCKS AND 
TRACTORS. 


BUT IN THE MIDDLE OF FARM + AN' HOPEFULLY LI'L 
LANDS LIKE THESE ANY TOWN FOREIGN CARS” 
HAS GOTTA HAVE SOMEBODY 
"m 
Qui » 


ENIZ ZA 


< E = = 
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E ) GS 
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SE 


MINUTES LATER... 
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TA ME HAX XXX, 
Á NO Tha AAA 


TIM na plgtos 


| Wi ij Nip 
- Ei Ú | [ Es Il rs E: 
rar its <a 
id pica ira 
IT! IT LOOKS LIKE SOM 
kKIND OF VEGETABLE ARMY, 


cais 
re 
Res PRA RR TAC cao Sad 
WAIT UP VEN 155851 TAIS 
(O FANCY RRIGA A 
MERE ? TION SYSTEM... | | 1T'5 
(6) 


HAT-S THE WORD 


IZON'T BELIEVE IT/ ME ZAND I END UP ON I GOTTA GET OUTTA 
THAM LE, À THIS NUT-HATCH AN! BACK AND AE SHE 
ONLY FARM IN THE TO CIVILIZATION BEFORE RUNS, BEHIND 
HER... 


WORLD WHERE THEY 


TS.. 
IRRIGATE WITH 
MILK / 
= > E sS 


I TURN INTO ONE GIANT 
RASH 


Ti ri | 


rip o 


WHAT ARE YOU = ) À 
DOING HERE? HOW E E - DIDN'T EVEN 
DID YOU GET PAST í KNOW THE 
THE FENCE Z D), SUL HAD A 
e da BROTHER / 


DA a + JEM 
UNA q 


ÃO 1 PP Ho 
A Pré 


UH... MY NAME'S SHARON? SHARON EMMETT, THIS HERE!S 7a... STRANGER? BUT WE 


A STRANGER. SHE GOT HAVEN'T SEEN A STRANGER 
PAST THE FENCE / AROUND THESE PARTS 
ER,I'M EA O THE SINCE... 
ROLLINE DEAD. YOU KNOW 
LET'S HAVE A 
THE NEW SMT TEROCK GOOD LOOK AT 


GROUP Z YOU KNOW... Z . VER, NY? 


Ir ti 


) Ca RA 


+ Mo Meio 


WOW. YOU GROW ALL ) DON'T LOOK 
S0 BIG /LIKEA SPY, BUT| |AND SEE CHIEF OF |MEZ LI... 


NOW, AS T WAS 
SAYIN'!, IF TI COULD 
JUST GET SOME 
HELP WITH MY 
CAR I'LL BE 


BUT PROTESTS FALL ON DEAL FARSA NE BZ í Eae ( THE RUINS 
AND, À BOUNCY TEN MINUTES BY ER ql 222,15 AD DEAD <ZE 
qeuei LATER... 1H [16:24] Md | 


LOOK, IT'S REALLY NOT IM LEAD SINGER WITH A ROCK HEY, CHIEF, NO OFFENSE--I 
ALL THAT HARD TO l AS BAND. I GOT LOST LOOKING FOR 
UNDERSTAND, IS IT 2 ”.. OUR LATEST GIG. THEN THE CAR 
5 BROKE. |5 THAT ANY REASON FOR 
EVERYONE To TREAT ME LIKE I 
WAS A MARTIAN Z 


WE DON'T THINK YOU'RE 
A MARTIAN, MISS. MARS IS 
UNSUITED FOR HUMANOID LIFE. 
WE JUST WANT TO BE SURE 
YOU'RE HERE ACCIDENTALLY. 


THAT IS ALL T WAS EVER 
Se 'S ALLTW 
GE x : AFTER IN THE FIRST 
VA PLACE. AND IFONE OF 


Nr A 
Ss) 8. 


WEILL TAKE - 
[ CARE OF IT. 
GIVE ME CREDIT FOR SARAH, GET ME 
SOME SENSE, EMMETT. BARNEY WHITE 
SHE ISN'T GOING TO OVER AT LORD'!S 
TELL ANYONE. 


o 


WHEW! WHAT A PAIR OF 
SPOOKRS! T WONDER 

IF THEY'RE TYPICAL OF 
THE WHOLE TOWN 2 


—, 


BOY,NO WONDER THEY'RE NOT HERE. 

50 SPOOKED By STRANG- KITCHEN'S 

ERS. THE LAST GUEST CLOSED. YOU 

CHECKED IN OVER FIVE 5 MIGHT TRY THE 

7 YEARS AGO,” CAFE UP THE 
STREET A WAYS, 

UMM...LISSEN, T'D SURE 

LIKE TO GET SOMETHING 

TO EAT BEFORE I GO UP 

TO MY ROOM. IS THERE 

A DINING ROOM, OR... 


UNNOTICED BY SHARON 
AT LEAST ONE HEAD 
DOES TURN... 


HIYA, CHIEF ROLLINS 


WELL, THAT'S ONE QUES- 


JUST SIGN THE 
REGISTER. PAY 
WHEN YOU LEAVE. 


WHAT A BUNCH OF 


TION ANSWERED, THE WHOLE ? ZOMBIES ! I MEAN, IM 
TOWN 4$S 48 STIFF AS THE 
CHIEF AN' FARMER JONES. 
las 


NO RAQUEL WELCH, 
BUT YOU'D THINK IN A 
FLY-SPEC TOWN LIKE 
THIS MY OUTFIT ALONE 
WOULD TURN A FEW 
cer HEADS. 


AND EYES WISER THAN 
THEIR VEARS MARK HER 
PASSAGE WITH KEEN 

INTEREST... 


INTEREST TURNING SWIFTLY 
7O ACTION... » ACTION OF À MOST 


UNEXPECTED KIND. 


TRANSFORMATION COMPLETED, 
THE INCONSPICUOUS MUTT FALLS 


IN STEP BEHIND a 
Ee AH, 


VETA 


di, 
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2h 


SHARON. HAI 
E 
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PS am NEN 
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CANINE SENSES, 
JSHARPER BY FAR 
| THAN HUMAN, FOCUS 

|) 11242 Lock on THE 

OUTSIDER, WAITING, 


pa e. 


WELL, LIKE THE MAN 
SAYS, DIS MUS! BE VE 
DE PLAICE... a 


How ABOUT EGGS 2 D'YOU 
A | THINK YOU COULD FIND ME 
A COUPLE OF POACHED EGGS 
--AND SOM 


A MOMENT LATER... [ NO HAMBURGER. NO TEA. 


TO DRINK 2 MILK? WE 
GOT MILK... 


Ca 2a 


RW a 
My 
Y EN NO MILK 
8 /JUSTAGLASS 
4) OF WATER. 


BOY, 
LIKE THEY DO À 
LOT OF BUSINESS... 


NO. FUEL PUMP, SHOT, DON'T HAVE 
ONE LIKE IT IN STOCK. CAN RIG 
PUMPZALL IT ONE. MAYBE. COME BACK LATER. 
NEEDED WAS OIL! TOMORROW. COME BACK 
TOMORROW, 


BUT IF MY PARA- 

NOVA WAS ANY MORE 
FINELY TUNED, TI MIGHT 
GET THE FEELIN! T WAS 
BEIN'! AEPT HERE... 


THE NIGHTMÁRES UUHH... PLEASE GOD, 
E — =» | STALK ACROSS HER DON'T LET ME DIE... DON'T 


E BRAIN ON SPIDER 'S LET ME DIE IN THIS 
a LEGS So E AWFUL PLACE... 


SES 52 VOICE 15 SCARCELY 
mem 4525 70 COMMAND. 


S 


Pers R , 
W LUTCH pe 
HER GUT WITH STEEL E EIA 
SPIKE GAUNTLETS. USED Se 
EVERY SYLLABLE [DA 
RAISES HER GORGE, GR 
POUNDING AGAINST | 
HER THROAT. 


as Es | : IN THE END SHE BARELY MAKES 
IT TO THE TINY CRAMPED BATH- 
ROOM, HOT AND CLAUSTRO- 
PHOBIC IN HER NAUSEA. 
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à ul INCONGRUOUSLY, THE THOUG 
| up mma FLASHES BRIEFLY THAT AT 
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AND, THE NEXT MORNING. o LIS 
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LOOK, I DON'T KNOW HOW YOU DO THINGS 
OUT HERE IN HICKS-VILLE, CHIEF, BUT 
BACK WHERE I COME FROM, A GUY 

WON'T STAY IN BUSINESS LONG 


I REMIND YOU 
THAT YOU ARE 4 


| THE SPRING AIR SEEMS TO | | VISITOR HERE. 
k SMOULDER AS SHE STORMS | |KEEP A CIVIL 
I 


BACK INTO TOWN... TONGUE IN YOUR 
DIS ma (HEAD. IF YOU PLEASE. 


OKAY! OKAY, I'M SORRY!" I DON'T EVEN CARE IF T 
SOMETIMES MY TEMPER [HAVE TO HAVE THE CAR SENT 
GETS TH' BETTER OF ME. / FOR. JUST SO LONG AS IM | |Z2E4AD MUST BE WONDERIN' 
BUT I HAVE GOT TO ON My WAY. ] WHERE THE HECK LI... 
GET OUT OF HERE? How ABOUT YOU, CHIEF 2 

CAN YOU GIVE ME 4 LIFT TO 

THE NEXT TOWN, OR A 

BUS STOP, OR... 


SORRY, BUT MY JEEP IS 

IN FOR MAINTENANCE. T 

SUGGEST YOU JUST BE 
PATIENT, MISS. 


PATIENT. BE PATIENT; HE 4 WAIT À MINUTE! 
SAYS. BY NOW, THE OTHER, THAT'S TH' CHIEF'S 
JEEP/ Er GOTTA 


WUNNERFUL. NOW THE LAW IS 
LYING TO ME. WHAT IS THIS 2 
HAVE I WALKED INTO 4 Eta 

CING 


| 


WELL, THESE EGGS ARE 
ABOUT AS INSPIRED AS 
YESTERDAYS. SURE WISH 
I HADN'T WANDERED IN- 
TO DAIRY CITY HERE... 


JUST ABOUT DO 
MURDER FOR A 
NICE, GREASY 


WHAT THE 
HECK IS GOIN' 
ON HERE 2 


AGAIN, FOLKS.' WHAT /$ 
THISZ I HAVEN'T TOUCHED 
ANY MILK OR OTHER 
DAIRY PRODUCTS... 


ES | 


:) BUT THE LITTLE MAN 
My WITH THE STEAMSHOVEL 
IN MY STOMACH DOESN'T 
7 SEEM TO KNOW THAT. 


I GOTTA GET SOME 
SLEEP... GET... REST... 


THE HOURS CRAWL BY UNCOUNTED, 
UNTIL SHARON AGAIN CLAWS HER 
WAY OUT OE NIGHTMARE... 


NO! GET Away! 
GET AWAY FROM... 


OHH, THAT DOES IT! HELLO? HELLO, 
IM SICK. I'M TOO OPERATOR, I WANT 
SICK T' MAKE ITON TO PLACE A CREDIT 
MY LONESOME. CARP CALL, 


PRM UI 


I'VE CAUGHT SOME 
KIND OF BUG,1 
THINK. AN' YOUR 


TIME YESTER 


| 
P 
) TEA 
| Hi , 
j UM ) 


WHAT 2 WHAT'S ca: LISSEN, D'YOU 
WRONG SHAR Z THINK YOU COULD 
YOU SOUND : COME AN' GET MEZI 
JUST AWFUL... E REALLY NEED HELP 


HELLOZ HELLO Z , OH, CRUD, WE'VE 
SHARON 2 SHARON, BEEN CUT OFF/ 
ANSWER ME! 


I...I DON'T KNOW, 
NAILS, USUALLY. * gur sHE 
MORE THAN ABLE 
a EnERE - SOUNDED SO, 
HERSELF... 


JULIE, 
WHAT IS IT2 IS 
SHARON IN 


ã EA “Go 
E ) JUST GIMME 
TWENTY fun 
k MINUTES, TUMMY. 

THAT'S ALL I ASK. 


5 DOWN! 4 


28, 
add 


mun l pm 


Ea 
nous F 
q no-as 


IN ABSOLUTE SILENCE THEY PURSUE HER, THEIR FACES BUT THERE 15 NO PRUM. ONLY 
WITHOUT EXPRESSION, THEIR STEADY FOOTFALLS THE THE SOFT SCUFF OF SHOE - 
SLOW, MECHANICAL PLODDING OF THE ZOMBIE, DRIVEN 8Y LEATHER ON CONCRETE... 
THE PULSATING RHYTHMS OF A VOODOO DRUM... 


RUN$ FOR DEAR THE ROLLING FARMLAND SPEEDS BENEATH HER FEET; 
LIFE. RUNS AS SUDDEN FENCES THROW OBSTACLES IN HER PATH, 
SHE HAS NOT HINDERING HER FLIGHT. 
RUN IN YEARS. 

HER HEART 18 À BURNING 

AGONY IN HER BREAST. HER 

EYES BLINK BACK HOT TEARS. , 


AND EVERY TIME, WHEN SHE CASTE BACK A ey " THIS ISN'T 
FURTIVE, FRIGHTENED GLANCE... THEY ARE “HE - HAPPENING! 
THERE... A SOLID WALL OF BLANK-EYED 

HUMANITY. THEY NEITHER DRAW CLOSER 

NOR RETREAT. 
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MY STOMACH FEELS 
LIKE IT'S GONNA 
BURST, BUT THIS 


CAN'T BE REAL/ ; 
o 
TEN e all |) Ma aaa 
Mi | ) U j titã / 
im Mu e os 
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= = WHY DON'T THEY Do j 
ANYTHING BUT FoL- VA 
THERE WILL BENO | | |LOW? THEY'RE SO... AA 
ESCAPE IN WAK INE. S0... CONFIDENT:! 


ay SE E 

vs NV ] o 
, a N N cá 

VA RT 

ONCE AGAIN THE TELEPHONE LINES 

HUM THEIR STRANGE MUSIC ACROSS 


THE MILES, AND IN THE WORLD- 
FAMOUS BAXTER CUILDINE. .» 


UN 


HELLO? HELLO, 
LONG DISTANCE 2 


YES opel 


YES. TOLL FREE é + 
NUMBER... |- 800- 
555-UUIUU, AS 


FAST AS YOU CAN, 
PLEASE / 


OH, THANK GOD! THANK I'VE GOT TO I'M SORRY, MISS SELLECK, BI IF YOU COULD PERHAPS 
OD/ LISSEN, I' SPEAK TO HIM, BUT THEMUMAN TORCH 
IS OUT AT THE MOMENT, ANV 
I DON'T KNOW WHERE TO 
REACH HIM. 


1 


NO. NO, IT DOESN'T 
HAVE TO BE JOHNNY. 6 
REED RICHARDS . .. 
THE TMING... ANY OF 
THE... NO NO? 
GET AWAY? 


NES LA Nf 
| Eh pi 
k A | 
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a Z A 
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SME SEVEN HOURS LATER, IN 
THE SKY OVER MANHATTAN... 


LI) 


um 


w” THIS HAS 
BEEN THE BEST 
COUPLA DAYS IN 
A LONG, LONG 
TIME / 


THE DOCTORS SAY 
FRANKLIN AND ALICIA 


WORSE FOR GETTING 
SMASHED AROUND BY 
ANNISILES. 


AND A HAPPY ADDI- 
TION TO ALL THESE de 
bis] TRIPS TO THE HOSPITAL 
E] IS DISCOVERING SISTER | || 


SUE IS PREGNANT 


ANDREED SAYS EVEN 
THOUGH HE AND SUE ARE 
MOVING AWAY TO TRY TO GIVE 
THEIR KIDS A NORMAL LIFE; 
WE'RE STILL GONNA BE THE 
FANTASTICO FOUR! * 


ABOUT THE ONLY THING THAT 
COULD IMPROVE ON TODAY 
WOULD BE TO FIND OUT 
GALACTUS HAS JOINED 
WEIGHT- WATCHERS. 


NO. COME TO 
THINK OF IT, T 
TAKE THAT BACK. 


THERE IS SOME- 
THING ELSE THAT COULD 
ADD TO THE DAY. 


HEY, JULIE, IT'S 
YOUR FAVORITE 
SUPER-GUY 
STOPPING BY 
TO MAKE 

YOUR DAY! 


Tia 


OTHER RED 
BLOODED AMERICAN 


GAL, BABE. IT'S MY 
NATURAL... HEY... 


YOU LOOK WORRIED, 
JULES. WHAT IS IT Z 
SOMETHING WRONG? 


IT'S SHARON, JOHNNY, 
I'VE BEEN GOING OUT 
OF MY MIND TRYING TO 

FIND OUT WHERE SHE 

COULD BE... 


JOHNNY! BE 
CAREFUL 


QUICKLY THE GIRL KNOWN AS JULIE ANGEL 
RECOUNTE THE EARLY MORNING CALL. 
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MENTAL COMMAND DOUSES o WHY THE FLARE 2 EST YOU'VE EVER RESPONDED 
” Hi TO OUR FLARE. YOU MUST 


TAN ALMOST UNCONSCIOUS SIS, REED, WHAT'S UP? Ea THAT'S THE FAST- 
| HAVE BEEN NEARBY... 


a 


UN] 


EO 


OUR EMERGENCY SOMETHING OPP ON OUR 
FLARE. SUE AND pec (CS TELEPHONE RECORDING 
ARE SIGNALLING... SE== |YSTEM, JOHNNY. LISTEN... 


— 


FANTASTIC FOUR OH, THANK GOD/ THANK GOD! 
INCORPORATED MAY LISSEN, I'M SHARON SELLECK, 
I HELP You 2 I'M À FRIEND OF JOHNNY 
STORM'S. I'VE GOT TO SPEAK 
TO HIM. IT'S AN EMERGENCY. 


AT THAT POINT THE 
CALL IS ABRUPTLY 
TERMINATED, 


Sa 
A 
4 


YET I CAN'T SHAKE A SENSE OF 
FOREBODING, AS IF THERE |$ 
GREAT EVIL IN THIS... 


IM SORRY, MISS SELLECK, BUT 


MOMENT, AND I DON'T KNOW WHERE REED RICHARDS... THE 
TO REACH HIM. IF YOU COULD GIVE THING... ANY ONE OF 


NO. NO. IT DOESN'T 
HAVE TO BE JOHNNY. 


HEY. BIG BRAIN, I 
SAW TH' FLARE / 
WHAT'S HAPPENED 2 
LOC DOOM BLOW 

UP YANCY. 
STREET 2 


ER 
EMA 


SA 


[7 THE CALL WAS To OUR 


TOLL-FREE NUMBER, SO 
UNLESS SOMEONE REPLACED 
THE RECEIVER, THE LINE 


LET'S SEE IF OUR 
T EQUIPMENT CAN TRACE 


E ATHEE CALL'S ORIGIN... 


QUICKLY THE MAN CALLED MISTER FANTASTICO SUM- 
MONS FROM THE COMPUTER 'S MEMORY BANK À SCAN- 
MAP so 2 


Z 


THE LINE 4$ STILL 
OPEN. IT SHOULDN'T 
TAKE LONG TO FIND 

WHERE SHE CALLED FROM. 


KING'S CROSSING. KING!'S 
CROSSING. THAT DINGLES 4 
FAINT BELL, DON'T TZ 


YEAH. YEAH, I REMEMBER YES...THAT'S 
THAT, TORCHIE. SOME KINDA PART OF IT, 
T'DO WITH CAPTAIN E 

MAR-VELL AN' TH! 

SUPER-SERULL ! 


HOLY CATS/ THEM BUT... THEY NI 
Hop e vou WERE REPORTED e a 
CHANGEPD INTA AULED IN THE É 

COWS/ - o 


a AREE «SRU L 
q, Pão «O WAR. 


2 «ds Sá 


DIDN'T TI READ SOMETHING 
ABOUT THE AVENGERS 
HAVING 4 BIG FIGHT 
NEAR THERE 2 


REED! SKRULLS! THE 
FIRST SKRULLS WE 


BUT KING'S AND THAT'S 
CROSSING [5 NEAR WHERE SHARON IS 
2 WHERE WE IN TROUBLE 


(IPO LEFT 
( A THEM! A 
ÃO 3) 


WE Síerce Lies HEAVY ON THE STREETS 
NE KINGS CROSSING AS À PUSTY 
o | |N 7RUCK GRUMBLES INTO TOWN... 


AND, MOMENTS LATER... ABV 


NOPE. NO Rooms. INONCA 
NO ROOMS 'TALL. Adil 


EN 


, 
“» 


/ 


BUT, CHIEF, T 
DON'T KNOW 
IF THAT'S... 


a 


STRICTLY PASSING 


BOUBHT SOME LAND OVER 
) ) IN BRAUN COUNTY, HOPE CHECK -OUT'S AT 
PIA TO START FARMING. E AR , IAM --SHARP! 


THUS, À FEW MINUTES IN THEIR EYES WE RIGHT HERE, DARLING. 
LATER, UPSTAIKS. VERY NEARLY DO, JOHNNY, T'VE FINISHED SCOUTING 


GET THE CONGENIALITY 

AWARD. ANYBODY'D THINK 

WE HADHORNS OR A 
SOMETHING. 


A 
bs 


SO - 


THE AIR SEEMS TO STIR 
AND THICKEN AS THE 
BEAUTIFUL INVISIBLE 
GIRL REAPPREARS, 


t—- Es 


OKAY. I'M THE PORTABLE aC | ANDAS THE HUMAN TORCH DEPARTS.. 


ee FOR THIS 1 STARTED WORKING ON THIS 
e EQUIPMENT AFTER OUR SECOND 
ENCOUNTER WITH THE SUPER- 
< À SARULL 4 T'D HOPED WE'D 
BUT THERE'S NEVER HAVE TO USE IT. 
ONE ROOM ON THE 
FOURTH FLOOR 


Es 


e 
ú f] pm) N 
E 


WHERE THEY'RE 
KEEPING SHARON. AN 


WE HAVE INADVERTANTLY 
COMMITTED AN ALMOST 
POSITIVE, : - UNFORGIVABLE CRIME 
SUE. SE e, . AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF 
A THIS COMMUNITY. 


AN OLD GHOST HAS COME 
BACK TO HAUNT US, AND WE 
MUST EXORCISE IT BEFORE 
THIS TRAGEDY CAN ACHIEVE 

ITS FULL POTENTIAL! 


AND, AS REED RICHARDS SPEAK S ; 1 WUZ BEGINNIN' HMPH. SOME FANCY 
THOSE OMINOUS WORDS... Li TA THINK IT WUZ 
m : NEVER GONNA 
a GET DARK 
x LIKE A SKRULL 
HIDE-OUT, 
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4 
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2a 
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WITH SURPRISING STEALTH FOR ONE 
HIS SIZE, BEN GRIMM MOVES CAUTIOUS- 
LY THROUGH THE STILL TOWN, UNTIL... 


NEW ENOUGH LOOK AT THIS? 
TA BE OF so I THINK I JUST 
INTEREST... SE á 


Sesi 
NE os Mm MA 
ed) 
" JA / 


PA 


THIS FACTORY 
COMPLEX LOOKS 
NEWER THAN 

TH' TOWN. 


ALL THIS HARDWARE LOOKS MORE 
UP REED'S STREET TA FIGGER OUT, 
BUT ONE THING FER SURE... A TOY 


FER A COMPLEX THIS SIZE. 


Ma 


, 


É NOW WHAT'S 


GOIN' ON DOWN (QN MILK OUTTA THAT ONE (5 


THERE 2 


Tl 


TOWN LIKE THIS AIN'T GOT NO USE 


= 


THEY'VE DRAINED ALL TH' 


TANK, BUT I DON'T SEE 
NO FEEDER LINES, 


HOW ARE THEY GONNA 


REFILL... WAIT A SEC. NS 


WHAT'S HAPPENIN'Z 


VA E 
Y 


IN THE VAT/ 


THAT'S MY CUE TA 
SCRAM OUTTA HERE. 
1 THINK IT'S TIME 


TH' WHISTLE ON 
THIS OPERATION. 


dis 
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Pd 
ee 


o — 


LIKE WORKER ANTS THEY 
BUSTLE TO AND FRO, PURPOSE 
ETCHED ONTO THEIR FACES | 


J 
E Pa 


EYET, N ALL THE SEEMINGLY ENDPLESS 
ACTIVITY, ONE FACT CUTS COLDLY 
THROUOH TO THE WATCHING THING: 
fo, THERE /$ NO SOUND BUT THAT OF 
q CS JMACHINES, 


NO RADIO PLAYS. NO WORKER 
CALLS OUT TO ANOTHER. ALL 18 
OVERPOWERING SILENCE. 


ITIS ONLY À SMALL SOUND, BUT 17 ALL EYES SWING AS ONE TO THE CAT- 
GALVANIZES THE WORKERS BELOW, WALK, PINNING THE THING IN COLO, 
À |4S FIT WERE A GUNSHOT. UNHUMAN STARES. 


AS ONE MAN THEY TURN FROM 
THEIR INDIVIDUAL TASKS, ANO AS 
THEY DO, THEIR FEATURES SHIFT 
AND BLUR, RUNNING LIKE WAX 
IN SUMMER SUN... 


VI MONSTERS THAT FACES da 
THE INTRUDER. . 4 


MEANWHILE... THIS IS THE ONLY WELL, NO TIME TO GET 
MA / do lh GUARDS. , ALL DELICATE. IF THEY 
AN à / É ARE HOLDING SHARON, 
NR) ERVA ft IT'LL BE IN HERE, SO... 


NOW THE STENCH NEARLY OVER- 
WHELMS HIM. THE SMELL OF 
ROTTEN MILK /$ STRONGEST, 
RICH AND ALL PERVADINE. 


&UT BENEATH 17, THE LUNMISTAKABLE 
-” |ODOR OF SICKNESS, À STOMACH-— 
WRENCHING WAVE OF NAUSEOUS FETOR... 


Ci = 
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Ra (ES ZA SE THE GIRL dz ES TO THE a 18 
pe a E DALE AND DRAWN, AND HER HEAD 
RR o WOBBLES AS 17 TERKS LP TO THE am 
mam A SOUND OF THE OPENING DOOR! ) m, 1) 


N) 


ES 


A FEW PAIN- 600D GRIEF: IS THAT 
SHARON 2 GET HER TO 4 


BED, QUICKLY, 


ANYTHING AS LONG AS 
: ITAIN'T MILK! TIM SO 
WITH US / HERE, GLAD YOU CAME... ALL 
DRINK THIS; Y 


BUT WHAT'S | 


GOING ON HERE 2 
DO YOU kNow Z 


& 


“I'M AFRAID WE DO, SHARON. IN MANY 
WAYS IT'S ALL OUR FAULT:! 


“IT STARTED MANY YEARS AGO, WE 
HADN'T BEEN THE LANTAS TIC 
FOUR VERY LONG... 


“BUT LONG ENOUGH FOR 
THE 7MYNG TO BE RECOG- 
NIZED, SWIMMING MILES 
OFF-SHORE TO À LONELY 
TEXAS OIL-RIG. 


MD O 
rr 


Mm — 


“THE EFFECT OF OUR BOMBARDMENT BY COSMICRAYS “THE RIG COLLAPSED BY SOME 
HAD NOT WORKED ITS FULL EFFECT ON POOR BENIN UNGUESSABLE CHANCE NO ONE Was 


THOSE DAYS. HE DID NOT LOOK AS HE LOOKS NOW, KILLED, BUT THE THING WAS 
AND WAS NOT 48 STRONG... SPOTTED SWIMMING AWAY, 
e 
E 
Q ad = 


“BUT EVEN THEN THE STRENGTH 
OF THE THING WAS ENOUGH TO 
TEAR APART A MAIN SUPPORTING 
PILON BENEATH THAT TOWER. 


“SIMULTANEOUSLY, IN “THE TORCH, NOT YET WITH HIS 
OKLAHOMA CITY... PRESENT CONTROL OF HIS FLAME, 
WAS SEEN DESTROYING A PRICE - 


EPI] yá Al | 


CREATING UNTÓLD HAVOC. 


(IPs 


“AND TZ I WAS ACCUSED IN 
THE THEFT OF ONE OF THE 
MOST VALUABLE DIAMONDS 
IN AMERICA, “ 


“ONLY AFTER WE FOUR HAD BEEN HOUNDED INTO 


I MUST ADMIT I NEVER 
CAPTIVITY WAS THE TRUTH DISCOVERED. 


REALLY EXPECTED ANYONE 
TO BUY SUCH AN EXPEN- 
SINE GEM/ 


“THE FANTASTIC FOUR HAD NOT 
COMMITTED THOSE CRIMES. 
RATHER, IT WAS À QUARTET OF 
ALIEN SMAPE-CHANGERS 


0 ON 


| 
À Za 
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j 1 DON'T INTEND 
/Á To Buy IT... 


2 E”, 
Yy L) “THAT WAS OUR FIRST 
|] ENCOUNTER WITH THE 
4d 


MURDEROUS SARUULS! 


“ALTHOUGH ONE OF THE 
MASQUERADERS ESCAPED, 
WE WERE ABLE TO CAP- 

TURE THE OTHER THREE 


“THEN, POSING AS THE 
SKRULLS WHO HAD IMPER- 
SONATED US, WE TOOK 
THEIR DISGUISED SHIP... 


“,.. AND FLEW UP TO THE 
MOTHERSHIP WAITING BE- 
YOND EARTH'S DETECTION 


IN DISTANT ORBIT. 


AND LEARN THEIR PLANS 
TO INVADE AND CONQUER 
OUR PLANET, 


“OUR DESPERATE GAMBLE SUCCEEDED. THE 
SKRULL WARSHIP DEPARTED, FOOLED BY OUR 
PROMISE TO REMAIN ON EARTH AND DESTROY ALL 


EVIDENCE OF OUR “FELLOW SKRULL S. ” 
E DON'T KILL US! 
THEN WE HAD TO DON'T! 88) | 


DEAL WITH OUR 
THREE PRISONERS...“ 


HAD DETERMINED THEIR EYES WERE MUCH LESS 
B COMPLEX THAN OURS, RENDERING THEM INCAPA- 
d BLE OF MORE SUBTLE VISUAL PERCEPTIONS. ” 


THOSE ARE SOME TO 
OF EARTH'S MOST R 
POWERFUL se So. 
a WARRIORS. «f ) 

IT'S WORKING / 
HE DOESN'T SUS- 
PECT THOSE ARE 

ACTUALLY CLIPPED 
FROM SOME OF 
TOHNNY'S MON- 

STER COMICS! 


WE PROMISE 
TO CAUSE NO 
MORE HARM! WE'LL 
LIVE IN PEACE 
AMONGST You! 


LAST CHANGE. 


I WILL TELL YOU WHAT 

TO CHANGE INTO, AND 

» HYPNOTIZE YOU SO THAT ida 

a) d À | YOU Witt FORGET YOUR DSR 
Dk 5 Ata ( 


b, 
O, PREVIOUS IDENTITIES... 


(4 Zs ur 


AL À 

Z À AY AMO 
mNalha 97/57 
"AND S0 THE SKRULLS BECAME THE MOST 


PEACEFUL CREATURES ON EARTH, GRAZING 
CONTENTEDLY IN À PASTURE...” 


SO ENDS THE 
MENACE OF THE 
SKRULLS/ 


YEAH, BUT I'VE GOT 
A FEELIN' THERE'S 
EVEN WORSE 
TROUBLE AHEAD. 


WE HARDLY SUSPECTED THE THREE TRANSFORMED NOT EXACTLY, MI$$ SELLECK. ALTHOUGH THE SKRULLS 
WOULD HAVE IMITATED MOST BOVINE FUNCTIONS I 
DOUBT THEY WOULD HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN CAPABLE 
OF LACTATING. 

I BELIEVE THE PROBLEM ARISES 
FROM THE FACT THAT EACH SKRULL IS À L/WING 
UNSTABLE MOLECULE, THEIR EVERY ATOM 

FUNCTIONING LIKE OUR HUMAN DNA. 


THE MILK EQUIVALENT THEY PRODUCED 
WOULD HAVE CARRIED THE GENETIC 


ARE YOU TELLIN' 
ME THIS WHOLE TOWN $ 
GOT WHACKO... 


7 ...FROM DRINKI 


E JOINNY-- FLAME 
É ON'GET OUT OF 
THEIR WAY / 
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MEANWHILE, AT THE 
PROCESSING PLANT... 


SEA, 
EE A 


SOUNDS OF FURY 
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CAREFUL. GOTTA KEEP 
REMINDIN' MYSELF THESE 
AIN'T REAL SKRULLS 


THESE POOR FOLKS HAD NO 
MORE CHOICE IN BECOMIN' 
WHAT THEYIVE BECOME THAN 


I HAD WHEN TH' COSMIC 
RAYS ZAPPED ME INTA 
[> AMERICA'S FAVORITE 


SUPER-UGLY. 


É E QN 
ANS 


'COURSE, IF THEY KEEP 
TRYIN' TA PINCH MY 
ROCKY LIL HEAD OFF, 
NOBODY CAN COMPLAIN 
IFIDOA BIT OF 
PUNCHIN... 


ERES ATTVAN NY RETRE NICE 
LÁ <P EV E QNDA $ HumáN Nem 
ZA Es a. 4 a VA “ ) IN "EM! 


ny; 
»! 


A FLAME CAGE WON'T OT IT SHOULD SCARE 
(ES, 


REALLY HURT THEM... À "EM -- HOLD 'EM 


WORRY, 
SHARON. 


HE MAY HAVE 
GOTTEN THROUGH THE 
TORCH'S FLAME, BUT MY 
FORCE-FIELO HAS HELD 
BACK THE MULA? 


AND WITHOUT IT 

TI HAVE NO HOPE OF 
QUICKLY RESTORING 
THESE TOWNSPEOPLE 
TO HUMAN FORM. 


«4 
a. ZITA A, 
VE AÇEES 


- 


Na 


INCREDIBLE / EVEN THE 
COMMON FLORA HAS BEEN 
AFFECTED BY THE... SKRULL 
MILK. THAT MONSTROSITY 
WOULD NORMALLY BE 
NOTHING MORE THAN 
ORDINARY MWEED, SUCH 


AS GROWS IN ANY 
SIDEWALK CRACK. 


/ 4657. 
PE qm = APPARENTLY UNHEEDING THE 
CUM POTENTIAL DANGER, MISTER 
PENA sANTASTIC PLUNGES H/S 
PKNN] AMAZING ELASTIC FORM 


T/AS 


BUT THE RUSTLE OF 
LEAF AND STEM. «a 


IT'S WORKING, THE EN - 
ZYME |5 INFILTRATING 


TURE AND LOCKING ITS 7 REAL 
GENETIC CODE MATRIX. Dis fm» SKULL... 


Tam 


N SOMETHING VISTURBINGLY j 
LIKE À SCREAM--A STRANGE / 
UNHUMAN SCREAM -- WAS - A j o = . BUT SINCE IT IS NOT 
TLES SHRILLY FROM THE A A NATURAL CONDITION 
SG... | E /: ; FOR THE LOCAL FLORA 
. 7 4./407 AND FAUNA TO BE ABLE TO 
CÍ c; CHANGE SHAPE AT WILL... 


«IT IS MOST 


SOF NOW, AS THE SKRULL INFLUENCE 
Monsrees ELAINE No O ço [AR BONS OUT OF THEM, MORE FAMILIAR 
SKIN, THEIR EVERY FIBER... CONFIGURATIONS ARE RESTORED. 


NOT FER A WHILE YET, lg WE MUST ACT FAST TO x. 
SUZIE. TI GOT A WHOLE Í BE SURE THIS IS Cá 
FACTORY FULLA THEM PR) ENDED, HERE AND 
FREAKS, ALL COUNTIN! YA NOW, FOREVER. 


BIRDIES FER NOW, 


N 


di 
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OKAY, STRETCHO, THE 
OL' FLYIN! BATHTUB!S 
READY. YA GOT THAT 
SPRITZER SET TA 
CLAMP ON TH' 
FRONT 2 


À QUICK ATTACH - KEEP ALERT, PEOPLE. 
IF ANY LOCALS TRY TO 
OUTRUN THE MIST... 


WITHIN 
MINUTES... 


I$ THAT LITTLE SURE, SHAR. ACCORDING THAT'S WHY REED WAS 50 
CANISTER GONNA TO REED THAT STUFF i / CONCERNED ABOUT RECOVERING 
BE ENOUGH TIDO /REMPLICATES, SO THE KZ | THE ORIGINAL CONTAINER. IT 
THIS WHOLE SPRAYER'S ALMOST (ESSA, », WOULD HAVE WASTED VALU- 
ALWAYS FULL. ABLE TIME TO RETURN TO 
- = NEW YORK AND RE-MIX 
THE FORMULA. 


“I'M NOT SURE T UNDERSTAND 
HOW YOU HAD THAT STUFF MIXED 
UPALREADY ANYWAY," SAYS 
SHARON. 


“WE DE-BRIEFED JULIE ON YOUR 
CALL TO HER, AND IN THE PROCESS 
LEARNED OF YOUR ALLERGY TO 
DAIRY PRODUCTS. 


“NOW THE INHIBITOR WILL LOCK 
THE NORMAL EARTHLY GENETIC 
STRUCTURE, AND, JUST TO BE 

SURE, JOHNNY WILL BURN OFF 
ALL THE INFECTED CROPS. 
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VREED PREPARED IT AFTER WE Di) 


REALIZED WHAT THE PROBLEM 
MIGHT BE," REPLIES SUE. 


Cm É mr 


Im 


NOT EXACTLY, BUT MY EXAMINATIONS HAVE SHOWN 


PECTED COMBINATION IN THE 
HUMAN AND SKRULL GENES EV!- 
LIKE THERE'S NO DENTLY RETARDED THE AGING 


WAY 'ROUND THE 
FACT THAT WE ALL 
COME UPA LOT O! 
YEARS SHORT ON 
OUR LIVES, 


uh | : | | 


mt | 


WELL, THEN-- GUESS WIM GLAD TO HEAR YOU SAY SO THAT'S HOW 
WE DON'T HAVE A THAT, CHIEF. AND WITH OUR IT ALL ENDS ? 


WHOLE LOT TO COM- HELP YOU'LL BE BACK TO 
PLAIN ABOUT, DO WEZ  |CONTEMPORARY STATUS AND LIGHT, AND EVERY- 


I MEAN, THINGS NEVER A IN NO TIME. ONE'S HAPPY 2 
HERE ANYWAY! 


WE CAN BE GRATEFUL 
NO ONE OF A MORE 
MILITARISTIC 

NATURE WAS 
EXPOSED TO 


THE WA Ê 


NONE OF YOU ARE ANY 
OLDER THAN YOU WERE SIX 
YEARS AGO, ANP ALL OF YOU 
ARE MUCH MEALTNIER 


THERE 4$ 4 TENDENCY TO 
SIMPLY BREATHE A SIGH OF 


HI, BOB! USUAL N 
WEEKLY DELIVERY 2 
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SARULLS AND AN ALIEN SUPER- 
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NNEW YORK THE MEMBERS OF 
THE FANTASTICO FOUR ARE RE- 
COUPERATING FROM AN ALL 
SOLDVER KNOWN AS GLADIATOR. 


BATTLE WITH THE SHAPE 


THIS SOMBER, BROODINÊ FIGURE 
15 NOT ONE OF THE FF. HE (S,IN 

THEIR GREATEST ENEMY, 
A MAN OF VAST KNOWLEDGE AND 
AWESOME POWER, 


BUT THIS 18 NOT NEW YORK, AND 


FACT, 


ME 18 DOCTOR DOOM! 


BIN MY BELOVED LATVERIA 
Sa ROS - CC suFFÉRED MUCH UNDER THE 
AN É G RULE OF THE USURPER SO REA. 
NM HE BROUGHT CRUEL LAWS 
UN] » AND GREAT PAIN TO THESE, 
RG my LOYAL SUBTECTS. 
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da e “S 


AD mas 
Or il De 
Cncaea 


EH 
EN NH , 


OHN BYRNE 
STORY AND ART 
GLINIS 


WEmn 
COLORING 


IT WAS AS IF 4 HUGE AND 
TERRIBLE ZLAGUE HAD 
FALLEN UPON THIS LITTLE 
COUNTRY, TOPPLING IT FROM 
ITS PLACE AS ONE OF THE 
MOST POWERFUL NATIONS 


TO A PITIFUL 
JOKE OF À COUNTRY, 
TOTTERING ON THE 


BRINK OF 
ANNIHILATION. 


BUT NOW THE RULE OF 
LOOM IS RESTORED, THE 
PEOPLE PROSPER ONCE 
AGAIN. THE FIELDS ARE 
LUSH WITH GRAIN, THE 
SHOPS BULGE WITH 
LUXURIES. 


O) 

ONCE MORE THERE |$ NO 
CRIME, NO HUNGER, NO UNEM - 
PLOYMENT IN ALL THE LAND. 
THE PROCESS OF REBUILDING 
LOOMSTADT GOES QUICKLY, 
THE PEOPLE ARE HAPPY 

AND CONTENT. 
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BUT,EVEN THEMGINOS OF ONE OR THE WORLD LAST [ANDITIDINTHE PRESENDE OF HER Ki 
REIGNING ABSOLUTE MONARCHS DO NOT GO UNINTER- WOMAN TELLS HER STORY. THE — = = 
: E FORGIVE MY INTRUSION MASTER) |... THUS IT HAS COME TO 

FeReNE Ma IN YOUR LIEGE WELL, 


HAS ARRIVED AT PASS THAT DOCTOR 
THE MAIN GATE. SHE BEGS AN STRANGE |5 WITHOUT 4 


AUDIENCE WITH YOU. é 
3 
uma ML ul 


LEAVE ME NOW. 
I HAVE MUCH TO se 
| PONDER. ro 
| | = == == A 


ON 
IM TO ACKNOWLEDGE ANY 
MAN HIS MASTER... 
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AND YET, SIEBHEN STRANGE 

DOES POSSESS KNOWLEDGE WHICH 

MIGHT BE OF USE TO ME. 
ja ld pra PROPER 
/ DECEPTIONS. 


BUT, NO... 1 MUST NOT LEAVE 
MY PEOPLE NOW, THEY NEED SHALL MEET THIS DOCTOR 
THE FIRM HAND OF DOCTOR O STRANGE, AND THEN HE 
POOM IN THIS HOUR, TO GUIDE SHALL LEARN WHICH OF US 4, mm TA 
THEM BACK TO PEACE AND 15 TRULY THE gra “a 
dias rr 
f MIM Uh 
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BUT FOR NOW 

VÁ THERE ARE OTHER 
MATTERS TO 
CONCERN ME. 
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THIS 18 À SIDE OF POCTOR 
DOM THE WORLD RARELY 
SEES, THIS [8 NOT THE CRUEL 
TYRANT, THE WIELDER OF 
DEATH AND DESTRUCTION. 


EVIL DOOM MAY BE, BUT 

ALSO A MAN OFMHONOR, 

AMAN WHO RAYS MIS K 
DESTE, 
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==” ANP SO IN 1876 THE 
—| HEREDITARY MONARCH 
TN OF LATVERIA PASSED 
FROM ... OH... 


U ( / 


OF THE MAN CALLED DOC, BUT THE 
JOY THAT BLOCMS NOW IN THE 
CHILD!S HEART (6 TOTALLY GENUINE... 
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Ba LEAST OFALL 
PA Was BH |Z4RENTAL LOVE... 


N 
N N DUPLICATES, UNTIL... 
j; MN. THE HUMAN ARCADE 


AN 
I EMPLO ,= ROBOT À 76, YOU HAVE A STRUCK A MA 
OF MY MORE MENIAL (é des C 


; d SILENTLY, THE STEEL-CLAD MONARCH PACES BEFORE HIS 
/ A y 
MÁ 
OPERATIONS. 2 VA 
ES 
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| Eneias 
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== 
A NY DID NOT TERMINATE 
MR MOR | THIS AFFRONT TO THE HIM MASTER, L JUDGED 
PERSONNAGE OF Doom? IT CONCEIVABLE YOU 
MIGHT HAVE NEED OF 
HIM LATER. 


REMEMBER THAT, KRISTOFE, PAY CLOSE ATTENTION WII ONE THAT Wi 
IT IS AN IMPORTANT LESSON,. | TAKE na Ba 
A RULER MAY SURROUND HIM- d VERY FAR. 
SELF WITH MANY UNDERLINGS, 

FOR HE CANNOT BE IN ALL 

PLACES AT ALL TIMES. BUT 

HE MUST NEVER FORGET 
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ONE BY ONE THE DAYS LIST OF | ]/N EACH INSTANCE HE 

SUPPLICANTE COME BEFORE HIM, | RULES QUICKLY. FOR 
2AY SOL || |7HE MOST PART HE (5 

CMON DOOM HANDS DOWN His || AAN.-. —. 


E 
Z 
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do 
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ALWAYS HE I--I DO NOT UNDER- 
(6 FINAL... STAND, MASTER. WHY DID 
You WANT ME TO $EE 
ALL THIS Z 


O = 
e ir 
To 
; ANY KNOW THESE THINGS. 


OF THIS MATTER NO MORE 8 SAID FOR 
THE PRESENT, AND SO THE BOY 1$ LEFT 
7O PONDER THE CRYPTIC WORDS OF 
THE KING OF LATVERIA... 


SOME WEEKS LATER, AS THE FIRST 
L/GHT OF DAWN TINTS THE MIGHTY 
TOWERS OF CASTLE DOOM... 


+. THE PEOPLE OF DOOM- 
STADT BEGIN TO STIR. 


THE DAYS ROLL 
SLOWLY BY... 


ONLY THESE FOREVER LOYAL 
SERVANTS ARE PERMITTED IN 
IN HIS DAY. 


EREZA 


WITHIN THE VERBAS 
psd nos 


Sa 


WAS COMPLETE... 


WITHIN SECONDS, IN AN ELEVATOR 
PLUNCINE INTO THE CASTLEIS DEPTHS. .. 


THLIS ELEVATED ALMOST TO GOLHOOO 
DOOM 


THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN 
UNDER WAY S0 MANY 


WENT MALD, AND SET FORTH 


UPON À Va raid OF CONQUEST AND, 
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EF DE=. 
do. 
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GALACTUS, THE SUPREMELY POWERELL 
x 2" 


SILVER SURFER. 


Pç 
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eomced 
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Ao um 
TRICKING THE SURFER INTO BELIEVING [2 
MIM TO BE À GENEVOLENT SCIENT/ST..» 


AND THE DICTATOR DRAINED 


FROM HIS ARGENT FORM THE 


STAR-SFANNINE POWER. 
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EUT REED RICHARODS, LEADER AQ 
C FOUR N 


OF THE FANTASTI: 


rá 


WAS ABLE TO TRICK DOCM. 


e*. 


CLUTCHING A MECHA- 
NISM HE BELIEVED MAD 
BEEN DESIGNED TO 
STRIP HIM OF THE 


HFOR 


| 7HERE TO SMASH 


e o .. (E a 


AGAINST THE BARRIER 
GALA MAD SET TO 
HOLD HIS REBELL/OUS 


SILVER HERALD FOR + 
EVER PRISONER ON 
RTA, * 


AMORE COMPLETE VERSION SEE FE *!S 57 THRU 60. | 


cas VOM SURVIVED, THE COSMIC, 

POWER RETURNED TO THE SURFER, 

LOST o DOOM FOR ALL TIME... “AM 
| N] A q 


NM E] | 
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a < dia 


I HAVE TAKEN THE LIBERTY OF 
Enelia THE PRIMARY SEQUENCES, 
EVEN NOW THE ENERG 


IT WILL THEN REMAIN 
ONLY TO ACTIVATE THE 
FINAL SWITCH... 
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RN SA Je 
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VERY en THE 
POWER THE 
di se SujarR Md 
E YOURS AGAIN 


NO, NO, DEAR, LOYAL 


NO, MASTER! | |DO NOT FEAR, HAUPT- 
NO? NO 


POWER COSMIC. 
Eg 


À |L/MBS EXPAND, H/S MIND FILLS 
WITH CONCEPTS BEYOND HUMAN 
UNDERSTANDINE. 


AN 
IAN 


Wº N N NM 
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Mm 2... V 
RA FROM SOMEWHERE DEEP 
IN /NS/DE THE ARCANE EN- 
IM SINES A SOUND BEGINS, À 
SOUND LIKE NONE EVER 
HEARD ON EARTH. 


N 
TSK TSK. POOR, POOR 
HAUPTMANN. EVIDENTLY HE 
WAS NOT SO SUCCESSFUL 
AS HE BELIEVED. 


NO/ DOOM 


NOW, À SINGLE SWITCH 
DON'T DO... , 


| AND THE GOS- 
NR MOS SHALL BE 
YOURS... 


| | l ui 


a 
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SCREAMS UNTIL THERE 
/8 NOTHING LEFT WiTH 
WHICH TO SCREAM... 


MASTER, YOUR ACTIONS DISTURE THERE WAS NO - 
MY PROTECTIVE CIRCUITS. IF HAUPT- DANGER OF THAT PCIALIN RE CREATED PEER 
LOW. EVENTUALITY, MIGHT BE TOO UNSTABLE 
A-I7, FOR A HUMAN BODY TO CON- 
TAIN. HAUPTMANN!S LAGER - 
MESS CONFIRMED THIS, 


HE HAD LONG HATED ME 


» E a / , 
DI) DS Da? FOR KILLING HIS BROTHER 
o su A HAD DEAR HAUPTMANN 
a) a á A) Teu succeeDED HE 
PARE. E* WOULD HAVE ALREADY USED 
see: E, £. 


THE MACHINE ON HIMSELF. 


á Ná 
BUT, ONE THERE IS MUCH | |MANY Ná 
SIDE NOW, TO DO, - , 
na -—, C at - ; 

/ | q Pi 


AH--KRISTOFF. 
COME IN, LAD. YOU DOING, 
COME IN. MASTER 2 


SOME POWER OF THE SILVER 


SURFER, YET CRAVEN ENOUGH RIVALS EVEN 
THAT I MAY USE HIM TO FUR- Y 


THER MY GREATEST PLAN. 


DOOM IS SUPREME/ 
THERE IS NO POWER 
ON EARTH, NO INTEL - 
LECT IN ALL CREATION 

TO EQUAL MINE” 


Cotidico a 
BE GONE FROM MY SIGHT/ 
You HAVE ANGERED ME BE- 
YOND MEASURE. GO TO YOUR 
QUARTERS AND REMAIN 
UNTIL Z SUMMON YOU 
AGAIN“ 


| RM il 


tu 


THE ULTIMATE 
LESS CIRCUITS TO / se OF THE 
id OUR. 


LET FORT Y-EIGHT HOURS ROLL QUICKLY 
&Y, AS WE TURN FROM THE VALLEY 
sf Cen NESTLED IN THE BAVARIA 


AND CANYONS OF EARTH'S 
GREATEST CIT 
3 NEW YORK, 


Pao a CA 


y 
ju 
iu 
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SEGURA» amam. 


Es ELE E ks 


SPECIFCALIy Look TO] AGR 
SECAR, DO VÁ IN A DARKENED CORRIDOR 


WS; 
NS THEY MOVE ALMOST SILENTLY, 
A) THE THICK FOAM ON THEIR 
) SOLES CUSHIONINE THEIR 


METAL FEET FROM THE COLD 
FLOOR... 


A Lad Ya TS TOA ig 


ONE OF THE MANY HOS- 

IL ZTALS DOT TED ABOUT 
THE ISLAND OF MANHAT- 
SERVING HER SICK 
A GLANCE WOULD BE 

MORE THAN ENOUCH 

7O TELL THEY DO 
NOT BELONG HERE. 


Ata IM) 


NO UNITSEVEN. 


THE MASTER IS 
AWARE OF THE 


ALIVE, HE'LL PULL 
THROUGH L/NE.* 


U 


E X/OR THE FULL STORY BEMINO THIS 
DISCUSSION SEE MARVEL 2-IN-2 4%, 


/ 
/ 


MORNIN!, BOB. | UNCHANGED, TIM. T SWEAR, 


QUICKLY UNIT FIVE-- THIS 
IS$ THE CORRECT CHAM- 
BER. DISPOSE OF THE 
BODIES AND LET US 


THREE. 


THEY FIND HIM STARK NAKED 
IN A GARBAGE PILE, EVERY 
MAJOR BONE IN HIS BODY 
BROKEN... 


STILL GOT HIM | YEP. THAT SUGAR ANP ALCOHOL 

ON THE GLUCOSE / SOLUTION SEEMS TO BE HOLDING 

MARTINIS 2 HIS CONDITION, BUT IT'S HARD TO 
TELL IF HE!'S HEALING OR NOT, NONE 
OF HI$ CHEMISTRIES COME OUT 


u ; 
SPEAK ENGLISH --OR ANY 
LANGUAGE WE KNOW. 


IT SOUNDS 
CRAZY, BUT IM 
HALFWAY CON- 
VINCED HE!S NOT 
EVEN MUMAN. .. 


QUICKLY NOW, SEVEN, DETACH 
THE ZARGET FROM THE LIFE- 
SUPPORT SYSTEMS, 


SENSORS DETECT 


qu || PR 
ALARMS SOUNDING, | pa 
WE MUST MAKE VE | EAR 
HASTE. BI "7 
| | TAN / 
SIN 


BS 4 À ZRIES 
To = ER 
SS 


THE MASTER WISHES 
NO FURTHER DAMAGE 

TO COME TO THIS 
) SPECIMEN, 


II 


DO NOT DISTRESS, 
FIFTEEN, THE TAR- 
GET IS SECURED. 


WITHIN FOUR HAURS THE SLEEK CRAFT 
/8 FLASHING ACROSS THE TREETOPS OF 
LATVERIA, BOUND FOR HOME... 


AND EXACTLY /[ WELL, PHYSICIANZ | AH, MASTER, I YOU ARE CERTAIN T | NO NEED, MASTER. HIS BODY 
SIX WEEKS OW FARES YOUR /WAS JUST ABOUT AM PREPARED TO WAIT ) HAS COMPLETELY HEALED. 
LATER... PATIENT 2 TO CALL YOU, T A FEW MORE pays 


E BELIEVE HE IS IF NECESSARY. WORKED PERFECTLY, MY ONLY 
; pe < RE, CONCERN WAS THAT HIS ALIEN 
METABOLISM MIGHT REJECT THE 
TRANSLATOR IMPLANT, BUT THAT. 
HAS NOT OCCURRED, 


EXCELLENT! IT 
WOULD SEEM THEN 


TT — 


vg! Mi i é : 

= E q [TIME THAT 1 INTRO- 
ua a DUCED MYSELE Ti 

Ss) | UCED MYSELF TO 


E=— a! E OUR... GUEST, 


ER... FORGIVE ME, 
MASTER, BUT YOUR GARE 
IS NOT STERILE... 


AFTER TODAY HE WILL 
NOT NEED TO BE PRO- 
TECTED BY HIS ENVI- 


RONMENTAL cuBE. 
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TZ A ] 

MEP n/ELL TO COMMAND 


PALISE À MOMENT NOW. STUDY CAREFULLY THE TABLEAU UNFOL DING HERE BEFORE YOU: ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL 
HUMANS OF ALL EARTH'S TORTURED MISTORY FACES AN ALIEN BEING ONCE ONE OF THE MOST POWEREUL IN THE 
COSMOS. HOW CAN WHAT HAPPENS NEXT BODE WELL FOR ANYONE, LEAST OF ALL THE LANTASTIC LOUR 2 


S0 IT IS TYROS, IS ITZ | NI AAAOY vou PRATTLE Without EEE ZA ANSWER QUICKLY,OR BY 
THEN T DEDUCED COR- MEANING, ARMORED ONE. CESSA MARMAN'É SEVEN RINGS 
RECTLY THAT YOUR Çã WHO ARE YOU 2 WHAT ZA 1 WILL CRUSH YOUR 
RECENT MEMORIES I$ THIS PLACE Z ARMOR FLAT-- WITH 
WERE STRIPPED AWAY, YOU INSIDE IT! 


ALONG WITH YOUR 
Cosmic cce A A 


ii é 
NR ) 


YOUR RAGE IS MAGNIFICENT, VE HA |VO NOT QUESTION HOW I GAINED SUCH KNOWLEDGE, | 
TYROS, AND JUSTLY $0. BUT TYROS, BUT BE ASSURED I KNOW YOU, KNOW WHO 
DIRECT IT NOT AGAINST THE AND WHAT YOU ARE. S ) 


PERSON OF Z200M,FOR YOUR - Es 
LIFE NOW RESTS IN THE dj ONCE YOU RULED THE CITY OF LANLAK, 
HOLLOW OF MY HAND, Í IN THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE OF A 
WORLD CALLED G/RT, FIFTH MOON OF 

I AM MASTER HERE, TYROS, THE GAS GIANT MARMAN, EIGHT Y 

AND BEFORE YOU PROTEST E 

THAT IRREVOCABLE FACT, 

YOU WOULD DO WELL TO 

LISTEN, LISTEN... 


"you WERE CONTENT WITH YOUR MEN AT THE WILL AND HAND OF 
PETTY TYRANNY, BUT YOU FELL A? WE WERE You EmPowERED rouca 
UNDER pus GAZE OF Es , FORMED, NO LONGER THE LOWLY DICTA- 
GAL Us. gil TOR OF AN UNIMPORTANT CITY-STATE... 
GALACTUIS ! HE WHO IS q 
POWER PERSONIFIED, THE | ... NOW YOU WERE THE 
ONE BEING IN ALL THE UNI- | À : MASTER OF ALL THINGS 
VERSE BEFORE WHOM EVEN Ermo, ROCK AND EARTH. 
DOOM MUST TREMBLE. GALAC- a 
7US, DEVOURER OF WORLDS, 
WHO FEEDS ON THE LIFE- 
ENERGIES OF ENTIRE MLANETS! 

ue. 


"HE HAD NEED OF A 
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19/28 


Eid. 
“Now vou wERE Eé 


1 ZERRAX, 


BUT, LIKE SO MANY BEFORE YOU, 
You TURNED UPON YOUR MASTER, 
THINKING YOUR OWN PUNY POWER YOUR MORTAL FORM.YOU 
TO BE AMATCH FOR HIS Cosmic WERE SMASHED ALMOST 
TO JELLY, BUT YOU 
[ SURVIVED. AND IT IS 
'PLUNGED APPAR- YOUR VERY SURVIVAL 
ENTLY TO A CER- 
| tj 
alii 1 HAVE IN MIND. 


Y YOUR STORY HAS A 
STRANGE RING OF 
TRUTH, ONE-CALLED- 
/) 


a: DOOM. SAY ON. 
14 


THE TIME FOR 
WORDS |$ PAST, 
TYROS, TIME 18 NOW 
RIPE FORACTION! 


[7HU/S.../ I...DO NOT WITHIN THESE MECHANISMS 1 HAVE YET THAT SPARK 18 SUFFICIENT To 
E]  UNDERSTAND THESE | CREATED, ARTIFICIALLY, À TINY SPARK, | À |GENERATE WITHIN YOUR BODY A FORCE 
d MACHINES, NOR THIS/ TYROS, A SPARK THAT |$ AS NOTHING TO EQUAL THAT OF THE FIRST HERALD 


STRANGE GARE. BEFORE THE FIRE OF GALACTUS. OF GALACTUS, THE SILVER SURFER. 


q 


ABOUT TO BE 
RE-BORN... 


Ka 


(PRE 
N rig 


AGAIN THE SWITCH Doo + AGAIN À MORTAL FORM /8 SUBTECTED 
/$ THROWN. «« | ! ro THE BOMBARDMENT &Y POWERS 


JALMOST BEYOND COMPREHENSION... 


p. 
Mai + 


N 
A Wi 
TAS 
E 
AND THOUGH 7H/S TIME, ATLEAST, 
IT IS EX; TIS NOT FATAL ... 


ELE 


ES 1 
my Z, 


HOLD HIM FAST, MY IT MAY HAVE 
UNLIVING SLAVES. PRIVEN HIM INTO 
HE MADNESS... 


POWER 


TYROS REMEMBERS / REMEMBERS |) W ) THE POWER TO LEVEL MOUNTAINS AT 
THE COSMIC GLORY, THE BOUNPLESS JW | YOU THEN THAT YOUR ENEMIES WILL MAY NO LONGER BE YOURS, BUT 
POWER TO CRUSH AND SHATTER AND ARE MINE ALSO-- THAT 1 HAVE )I THINK YOU WILL FIND ENOUGH 
SMASH WORLDS. FORCE TO SHATTER THEM... 
NIM 7yROS REMEMBERS 
N N THE UNSPEAKABLE JOYS, ESSE] AND TO SENP YOU ON 
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AWN | ê 
NILE 4 siso 
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See MA 
Ss 


IT Looks Too SN 
| Edo o al 

; TAS - Z . NOU (0) 
Se Bo Y MY PURGÕSE 2 


AFEWMINUTES LATER... 


WELL, TYROS, IS 
YOUR QUESTION 


COMPLETELY, DOOM. 
ITISAS IF THE SLED 15 
AN EXTENSION OF MY 


if IAMGONE, DOOM, 
“AND THE LIVES OF THE 
$) ACCURSED QUARTET 


ANSWERED 2 — OWN BODY, 


GO ANP SEEK 
YOU OUR ENEMIES. 


WITH THE ALIEN TYROS | HAVE NOT, YOU SEE, 
THUS EMPOWERED... | TOLD TYROS QUITE 
THE ENTIRE 
TRUTH. 


TYROS HAS NO MORE 
THAN FIVE HOURS OF LIFE, 
BEFORE THE SUIT BURNS 
OUT AND THE POWER 
COSMIC CONSUMES 


CAN NOW BE MEA- 
A SURED IN MOURS! 


THE TECHNO-SUIT HE WEARS DOES MORE 
THAN CONTROL THE ENERGIES NOW RAM- 
PANT WITHIN HIM. IT SERVES ALSO AS À 
LIFE-SUPPORT SYSTEM, DELAYING THE 
h DESTRUCTION MET BY HAUPTMANN, 


/ 


BUT THAT WILL BE ENOUGH 
TIME FOR HIM TO SUBJUGATE 
REED RICHARDS AND HIS 

THREE PARTNERS. THEN Z 

SHALL DELIVER THE 
COUP DE GRACE... 
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Alá VW" 
me DESTE THAN ie FANTASTIC FOUR! 


Fantastic 


PROVED 
BY THE 
Comics 
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OOOPS! T ALMOST GUESS TM TOO YES, I'M SUSAN MARTHA WINSLOW, YES. 
ANSWERED “NO! T USED TO BEING ? BENJAMIN, ARE YOU I'M IN CHARGE OF SHOWING 
CHOSE “BENJAMIN"AS CALLED SUSAN ,THELADY I SPOKE THIS HOUSE TO PROSPECTIVE 
AN EASY NAME FOR US STORM TO ON THE BUYERS. I SUPPOSE THAT'S 
ALL TO REMEMBER, RICHARDS. TELEPHONE ? A STEPUP FROM MY NORMAL 
BUT IT LOOKS AS IF ROLE OF NEXT-DOOR 
THIS SECRET IDENTITY NEIGHBOR. 
BUSINESS MAY BE 
TRICKIER THAN IL 

THOUGHT. os 


ENA : D. sa INDEED/ 

OH;T TAKE s VTN AND I GO 

IT YOU'RE A FRIEND E GER] BACK JUST FOR- 
OF THE OWNERS 2 GEE À EVER AND EVER! 


I LOVE THE SIZE OF THE JUST THE LIVING ROOM 
ANY THEORY SHE ROOMS-AT LEAST WHAT AND UPSTAIRS HALL. OH, 
MIGHT BE 4 I'VE SEEN. BUT IS THE AND ONE WALL IN THE 
PS Aa WHOLE HOUSE DINING ROOM. 


DON'T You 
LIKE IT Z 


WELL IT'S À BIT 
+ MONOTONOUS. 
I LIKE VARIETY, 


ISN'T IT, THOUGH Z THE | | ZM NOT DOING MUCH | YOU SEE, MY HUS- 
KITCHEN IS THROUGH OF ANYTHING JUST BAND AND I ARE 
HERE. UMM, I DON'T NOW. I'M HOPING TO / EXPECTING OUR 
THINK I ASKED WHAT | | |TAKE IT EASY FOR À SECOND CHILD... 
YOU AND YOUR A WHILE. 
NICE DINING HUSBAND 20 Z 
ROOM. 


Da «HOW WONDER 
ALL. GEORGE ANDI 
HAVE NO CHILDREN. 


YOU'LL WANT Ema 


. 


OH WELL, I SUP- 
POSE WE'LL JUST 


WH 
Ka 
HAVE TO MUDDLE À 
| TO 
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W A LADY 
pg HOUSE. 
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AN HOUR A WELL, THAT'S IT/ ALL THE WHAT AN EXPERIENCE 
COMPLEX LITTLE REAL 7HYS HAS BEEN! IT'S 
E Qi ESTATE WHEELS HAVE BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE 
SET TO TURNING. IN À FEW I'VE LIVEP IN DARK- 
DAYS THE FAMILY “BENTAMIN” EST SUBURBIA. NOT 
WILL BE HOMEOWNERS. SINCE BEFORE REED 
5 AND T GOT 
Co MARRÍED. 


ho 

HER COSMIC-RAY- SPAWNNED SO LONG, BELLE 

POWER REACHES OUT, ANP LIGHT PORT. I WONDER WHAT 

WAVES BEND AROUND SUSAN YOU'D ALL THINK IF 

RICHARDS AND HER VEHICLE... YOU KNEW THE Z4N- 
SOMETHING LIKE 4 NORMAL 7ASTIC FOUR ARE 
LIFE, BUT I HOPE REED AND IT WAS BEST “) THERE ARE THINGS COMING TO TOWN! 
I WON'T GET CABIN FEVER dd THAT I DOTHE THE WWSIBLE 

HOUSE- GIRL CAN DO THAT 
HUNTING; EVEN MISTER 
— PRATA TIE 
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RIGHT WHERE 
ILEFTIT. 


Va " te, 
L TIM OUT OF RANGE OF 
PRYING EYES NOW. SÕ,I 


CAN BECOME HipLr AGAIN... 


MEANWHILE, EVEN AS THE FANTASTICO FOUR'S 
BEAUTIFUL DISTAFF MEMBER GUIDES HER CUR/OUS 
CRAFT WESTWARD TOWARDO HOME... 


US T'GET BLOWN 


HAVE NO RIGHT TO 
OUTTA TH' SKY! 


SUBJECT YOUR PAS- 
SENGERS TO SUCH 


I...I'VE NEVER DANGERS: 


HAD SUCH 4 
TERRIFYING 
FLIGHT: 


WHAT GIVES?Z T — 
THOUGHT THEY HAD) [ PASSENGER 
GOOD WEATHER... )À LIST. 


DOES IT HAFTA BE THAT TH' GAXTER 

WAY EVERY TIME ONE BLYLDINE, PAL, 

OF TH' FF USES PUBLIC || |AN' STEP ON 
TRANSPORT ? T/ 


DOES EVERYBODY THINK 
ONE OF OUR ENEMIES 
15 GONNA ATTACK US 
ANY SECOND 2 


Ea 


O 


Go T' TH 
HEAD OF TH! 


IT AW... NUTS! T LASS, BRIGHT VA 


JUST NEED TA GET 4 
7 HOME AND INTA À 
NICE HOT BATH. 3> 


H-HOLY cars! 
YOU'RE THE 
THINGS 


A SLEEK DC-9 WINES 
IN OVER NEW YORK!S 
BUSTLINE LA GUARDIA 


“GEN CRIMM /$ | JUST GREAT! AS 

ON THAT FLIGHT!" | IF IT WEREN'T 
=== == ROUGH ENOUGH 
FOR ME THE 


PAST COUPLA 
: 6,.,.% 


.. LI GOTTA WIND UP WITH À PLANE 
FULLA FOLKS WHO TREAT ME 
LIKE T WUZ TYPHOID MARY / 


XSEE FANTASTICO FOUR ÉS 2256-257 AND 
THE THING ES B-U -- BOB, 


THUS THE CAB MERGES 
INTO THE STEEL AND RUB- 
BEER SNAKE SLITHERINGO 
SLOWLY TOWARDE THE 
MIDTOWN TUNNEL ... 


«AS THE THOUGHTS OF 
THE MIGHT Y-MUSCLED 
THING TURN TO 
DARKNESS... 


WHEN 1 THINK 4' HOW GLAD T 


(j 


«IT DON'T HARPLY SEEM POSSIBLE MAKES ME WONDER IF TIM 
REALLY CUT OUT FER TH! 
(2 MUCH IN JUST A COUPLA DAYS. BUT SUPER-HERO BIZ. NOT 
MY FAITH IN HUMAN NATURE!$S TAKEN MUCH ELSE A LREAK 
A HECKUVA POUNDIN' LATELY, WHAT LIKE ME CAN DO, BUT... 
WITH GQUICKSILVER AN' THAT 
KID, LUCAS, * 
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/ YOU DARE PIT pl 


«OR, TA PUT 
FOOL! STUPID PUNY 
YOUR PUNY STRENGTH lá 


FOOL 


YEOW/ GOTTA BE 


> a 
OTHERWISE 
HE COULDN!T 4! 


NOW I SHALL TASTE n | NOW Mt THIN" BALDY. 
THE FIRST SWEET BOY, IF THERE'S ONE 
NECTAR OF MY THING BURNS MY BUTT 


REVENGE. NOM... MORE'N ANYTHING IT'S 
A SUPER-GOON MAKIN! 
SPEECHES. 
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BLASTIT/I DIDN'T 
EXPECT HIM TA BE 498 
ABLE TA DO THAT! : 


. qo = 
y N 
da a 
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AD 
py NOW TO FREE MYSELE  NTHE SHARP METAL 
AND PRESS THEATTACK.) MUCH OF MY GAR- 
MENT... 


o [av | 
a 


«YET, T AM UN- 


HÁRMED... AND FEEL 
: GER! 


a" A AME , 
EÃi : 


HE WHO RESURRECTED | ... THAT “SAVIOUR” MUST BUT AS FOR NOW IT IS THE 
ME, SAVED ME FROM — HAVE MEANT THE CLOTHES ULTIMATE DESTRUCTION 
THE LIVING HELL TO HE GAVE ME TO CONTROL 3 OF THE LANTASTIO 
MY POWER, THAT I MIGHT s"CÍ<SAS FOUR WHICH IS MY 
NOT TURN IT AGAINST E” AO, GREATEST DESIRE! THEN 
HIM Ê ; SHALL IT BE YOUR TURN, 
MY “SAVIOUR”-— 


k 


ta 


7º 


ARENS 


Re as 


NOT FAR AWAY... 


NOW, WHERE AW, NO/ RIGHT THERE'S CIVILIANS ALL OVER THE TIME HAS COME, BEN 
DID I GET IN FRONT OFA "PLACE. GOTTA CHASE 'EM 
DUMPED... 2 SUPERMARKET/ 


BETTER MEN THAN 
TH' PLACE. GRIMM. THE MOMENT OF 
OUTTA HERE BEFORE... YOUR ANNIHILATION IS 
AT LAST AT HAND? 
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AT THAT PRECISE MOMENT, 2) |INHERE...OH,HEY 
SOME MILES AWAY ON THE SHARON. YOU'RE | nes BETTER 
OW, TH , 


ISLAND OF MANHATTAN... A EF] |LOOKING GOOD 
”.. HOW ARE YOU Z 


FEELING MUCH, 
| 
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(44 
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—— ali “mms a N E R ' 
BUT I'DBEIN 

DEEPER-THAN-DEEP 

das TROUBLE BY NOW IF EX 
É. YOU AN' THE REST 
G OF THE FF HADN'T 


sá BAILED ME OUT...* 
CAPACITY. 


1 


j) ay 
ly | 


“1 JUST WANTED 
TO DROP BY AND 


THE EXTERMINATOR”, 
SHAR. WHEN WVORM 
7OBIN SOLD ME THIS 
LOFT TO CONVERT IN- 
TO MY NEW APART- 
MENT... 


Vo f...er gonnny, IT'S À LITTLE GAME 
WHAT ARE YOU CALLED “ WAITING FOR 


DOING 2 


USIN' YOUR POWER TO JUST THINK OF ITAS MY 
KILL ROACHES 2 THAT'S LOWLY CONTRIBUTION TO 
A BIT LIKE LSIN' À À BATTLE THAT'S BEEN 
MURE TO KILL GOING ON FOR 300 
MICE AIN'T IT 2 — x MILLION YEARS. 


ANYWAY, CAN I OFFER YOU A WELL TO BE 
COKE OR SOMETHING? THE HONEST... 
PREVIOUS TENANTS LEFT ppa 
AN OLD BUT FUNCTIONAL 

ICE-BOX. 


SH--SHARON! PLEASE! ; JOHNNY, WAIT! MAYBE 
YOU'RE... À CUTE KID... BUT IT ISN'T FORYOU. T 

I'M NOT...T MEAN... = MEAN, MAYBE IT ISN'T 
a S 
N 3s 


BESIDES, IT'S FASTER, 
CLEANER, AND PROBABLY 
À LOT LESS CRUEL THAN 

USING POISONS... 


... AND... AHEM 
«MORE LUN, 
TOO. 


«1 CAN THINK OF MUCH 

MORE ENJOYABLE WAYS TO 

SPEND AN AFTERNOON IN 
JUNE, CAN'T YOU Z 


LEAGUE SERIOUS, 
SHARON, 


REED'S OVER ATAVENGERS SUE'S HOUSE-HUNTING IN 
MANSION, AND THAT LOOKS CONNECTICUT, SO IT MUST 
QUIET... BE THE 7ZMINE WHO'S 
SIGNALING. 


À QUICK CHANGE OF PIRECTION ANP 
SIGNAL IS ON THE QUEENS THE MUMAN TORCH ACCELERATES 
SIDE OF THE EAST RIVER. OUT OE MANHATTAN TOWARDS... 


I SHOULD BE BACK HOME... NO 

BACK TO THE BAXTER BUIL - 

LINE... WITHIN TEN MINUTES 
AT THIS RATE. 


N2 


I HOPE REED 
REMEMBERED TO POP 


ALTHOUGH SHE 18 CAUGHT UNAWARES, ! SIMULTANEOUSLY SHE 
Ea 16 —— UNPREPARED... meras | RENDERS HER STREET 
A ue MR q CLOTHES INVISIBLE, AND 
x E SM A, Ni THE UNIFORM SHE WEARS 


BENEATH REVEALS ITSELF... (US 


INSTINC TIVELY SHE WRAPS 
AN IMPENATRABLE, INVIS!- 
ELE ERSéi” ne ABOUT 


a 


I RECOGNIZE 
THIS STYLE OF 
TECHNOLOGY. 


EXCELLENT, SUSAN. YOU 
ARE AS INTELLIGENT AS 
YOU ARE BEAUTIFUL. 


SPARE ME YOUR 
HYPOCRISY, DOOM, THE 
INHIBITOR RAY YOU ONCE 

LSED AGAINST US* HAS 
LONG SINCE WORN 
OFF. 


THERE'S NOTHING NOW 
TO PREVENT ME FROM USING 
MY FORCE-FIELD E CRACK 
OPEN YOUR ARMOR AND 
SQUASM YOU--|F IT REALLY 
15 YOU, AND NOT ONE OF 
YOUR ROBOT DOUBLES. 


SUCH A GREETING! [mm 1 HAD THOUGHT | |...T'LL TREAT 
OU AS ONE“ 


LT... DOOM MUST BE USING FOR THE SAKE OF THE BABY 
FELT * SOME KIND OF CONCUS- “ TMUST FINISH THIS FIGHT 
THAT/ 2 SIVE WEAPON THAT BEFORE HE CAN KNOCK ME Os 
ad FORCE- ABOUT TOO MUCH... 
IELD. 


«MILL ONE, ERR COSMIC-SPAWNED ENERGY IN HER CELLS 
YES, BUT I Ga SMAPES THE POWERS LOCKED WITHIN 
; ( O THEM, AND SUE LASHES OUT... 
EN 
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(RD 


p 


S 


as A > 
y Ç | lc, 
NT | 


om mM 


ANP NOT A PARTICULARLY | | FORGIVE ME FOR NOT 
GOOD ONE, EITHER. MY | |PERSONALLY WELCOMING 
FORCE -FIELD RAM TOOK | | YOU, SUSAN. THERE WERE 
ITS HEAD RIGHT OFF/ MORE PRESSING MATTERS 
TO CONCERN ME. 


REALLY, VON DOOM Z 
YOU USED YOUR 
ROBOTS AGAINST 
US THE LAST TIME 
WE BATTLED * 


I'M INCLINED TO 
THINK YOU'VE SIMPLY 
BECOME AFRA/O 
TO FACE ANY OF 
THE FANTASTIC FOUR 

YOURSELF. 


YOU KNOW ME BETTER MY TRUE POWER LIES IN A PRETTY SPEECH,DOOM, 
THAN THAT, WOMAN. I THE STRENGTH OF MY BUT LACKING CONVICTION. 
SIMPLY FIND IT UNDIG- INTELLECT, AND HOW YOU STILL WON'T CON- 


NIFIED FOR AMON- I USE IT TO GUIDE FRONT ME YOURSELF! 
ARCH TO ENGAGE OTHERS. 


IN SUCH MENIAL DO T HAVE TO 


PHYSICALITY, ER COME AFTER YOU? 
DO I HAVE TO TAKE 
THIS WHOLE SHIP 
APART TO FIND 
vou 2 


WONDERFUL ! WONDERFUL! | YOU COULD INDEED SMASH YOUR WAY| 
/ THROUGH THIS VESSEL. YOU COULD 
CERTAINLY FIND YOUR WAY TO ME. 


FOR THE FIRST TIME I AM EVEN 
COMPELLED TO CONSIDER THAT YOU, 
IN YOUR OWN RIGHT! WHOM T ONCE THOUGHT WEAKEST 
OF THE FOUR, MIGHT ACTUALLY 
À SURVIVE 4 BATTLE WITH VICTO 
VON DOOM. 


BUT, BEFORE WE 
TEST THAT HYPO-| 
THESIS, LOOK 
BEHIND YOU. 


WHAT KIND 
OF GAME ARE 
YOU PLAYING 

NOW, VON 

DOOM... £ 


Ea Atala. = SEA] s 
ZERIND HER A BULRHEAD HAS SNUNG VAN 
SILENTLY TO ONE SIDE, SUSAN STORM , : 
RICHARPE LOOKS OUT ON A SCENE RA 
MORE SUITED TO À WAR-ZONE 


j a 67 


Fá d 
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ARE THEY 
FIGHTING ? 


| 


POOM'S COLD, METALLIC VOICE 

/8 ALMOST WITHOUT EMOTION 

NOW, YET IT S&NAPS AGAINST 

HER LIKE À CAT-O'=NINE-TAILS, 

“FIGHTING £ YOU MEAN WHO |S 

ao ROYING THEM, Vo You 
OT 


a 
E LOOK cLoseLy susan. sureLy vou REZA 
1, E REcoGNiZE AN OLD... FRIEND. “ md 
NT 


SHE SQUINTS THROUGH BILLOWING 
BLACK SMOKE, AND AN [CY CLAW 
SNATCHES AT HER HEART. “TYROS/ 
TYROS“ BUT HE'S DEAD: 


à 
A 
+ 


“NO, SUSAN, HE 5 RESUR- 
ND ATMY HAND. 
POWER /C IS 
HIS ONCE MORE, THAT 
SAME POWER Z ONCE 
STOLE FROM THE S/l- 
| VER SURFER! 


AND 80, I CONFRONT YOU. | THE CHOICE THEN IS YOURS, sy 
IT IS THE TRUE VICTOR VON | ENGAGE ME NOWIN 4 BATTLE 


POOM YOU SEE HERE NOW. À YOU M/GHT SURVIVE... (2 5) 
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“,.. OR GONOW TO THEIR AlD, REMEMBERING 
ALWAYS THAT TO DO SO IS TO FLEE DOOM 


Vir SÊ 
Ny a 


MIS LOGIC 18 FLAWED, WARPED By 
| 4/5 UNEQUALED EGO, VET THE 
CHOICE HE PRESENTS /$ PLAIN 
ND TRUE... 


-» AND IN THE LAST 
ANALYSIS, NO 
CHOICE AT ALL... 


BUT, AS THE INVISIBLE GIRL RIDES À 
A MASTILY PROTECTED FORCE- 


to es ro: 
... WE MUST FOR À TIME 
A DIVERT OUR ATTENTION, 
À TURNING OUR GAZE UPWARDS, 


ZA EVER UPWARDS, TO THE VERY 
À EDGE OE SPACE. DO 


= 


.. ANO WITH THEM ii Ria”, 


e - “e 
RIDES ONE WHO 18 » fg 


dis o g 
WE... MMERE, NOT YET CAPTIVES 
0 E487H'S (RRESISTIBLE 
EN G24V/7Y, 4 SWARM OF METE- 
ORS FALL THROUGH THE UN- 


ENDING NIGHT... E: 


A MATTER TRANSFERRAL BEAMM EN a 7 sTRUCK SOMEWHERE * 
SIMILAR TO THOSE USED By WITHIN THE HUMAN CITY 
MANY WORLDS$ FOR INTER- k CALLED NEW YORK. IT 
STELLAR TRANSPORTATION... MIGHT WELL AFFECT THE 


FLEETING LIVES OF THOSE 
MORTALS T NAME My i 
FRIENDS. 


BE THAT 


ASITMAYIT 
15 OF CERTAIN 
INTEREST À 


DOCTOR DOOM 
NEXT ZXYROS THE TERRIBLE! 
ISSUE: THE SILVER SURFER! 
A STORY WE COULD ONLY CALL... 


BEFORE WE PICK LP WHERE WE LEFT OFF LAST (SSUE- - 


FROM HERE T DETECT NOTHING 
OUT OF THE ORDINARY, THE 
WATER COLOR HAS NOT 
CHANGED, THE ICE FLOES 
FLOAT NEITHER HIGHER 

NOR LOWER. 


SO THINKING, THE MONARCH!S MIND 
PULLS BACK THE CURTAIN OF TIME, 
AND YESTERDAY COMES ALIVE FOR 
MIM AGAIN. 


td! 7/5 SEES ONCE MORE THE 


Pp 
VERY 
“(( W7 / NV ZR4NTIC ARRIVAL OF AN 
l ATLANTEAN BORDER GUARD 
b AT A MORNING'S COUNCIL... 


4 


THE BARBARIANS HAVE COME NOT AS 
INVADERS , BUT AS SUMLICANTE 1 
BEGGINE SANCTUARY IN THE NOBLE 
HALLS OE ATLANTIS. 


Eos: 
” RN, SS Tm 


YET SOMETHING IS 
(7) soRELY AMISS IN THESE 
REGIONS,OR THE EVENTS 
OF THE LAST TWO DAYS 
WOULD NOT HAVE 
OCCURRED. 


.««HE STANDS AGAIN ALONE ON À 
DISTANT OUTPOST OF THE FABLED 
REALM, BEHOLDING WITH HIS OWN 
EYES THE APPROACH OEMANY 
HUNDREDS OF THE BARBARIANS 
OF THE NORTHERN REACHES. 


E ma 


THE BARBARIANS LACK THE WISPOM 
TO PROPERLY DESCRIBE WHAT HAS 

lá PRIVEN THEM FROM THEIR HOME 
WATERS --ABLE ONLY TO SAY THAT 
THOSE WATERS HAVE BECOME 
UNLIVABLE. 


— (6) 
/ q Ss 
DA Ê 
AND SO THE AVENGING SON SETS 
FORTH TO LEARN FOR HIMSELE ; 
WHAT HAS TRANSPIRED. ——) 


THE REALMS OF THE 
BARBARIAN LORDS LIE 


ALL ABOUT ME... 


FURTHER 
FROM ABOVE 
THE WATER... 


YET Z DETECT 
NOTHING WRONG. HAVE 
THE BARBARIANS £L/E0 2 
18 THIS ALL PART OF 
SOME LARGER SCHEME 
TO INVADE ATLANTIS 2 


CREAT NEPTUNE'S TRI - 
DENT! My WRIST BANDS! 
THEY ARE Z/SSOLVINE! 


BUT... THERE IS NO 

AGENT IN THE WATERS 

WHICH MIGHT CAUSE 
SUCH A THING. 


DRAINS FROM MY 
B0DY...WHAT IS... 


«BUT MORE ON HIS FATE 
LATER. AS FOR NOW-- 


--STAN LEE PRESENTS A BATTLE OF TRULY COSMIC PROPORTIONS! 


WE TITANS 


FHE STORY SO LAR: DOCTOR DOOM HAS 
AT LAST SUCCEEDED |N RECREATING ARTIFICIALLY 
THE FOWER COSMIC HE ONCE TRIED UNSLCCESS - 
FULLY TO STEAL FROM THE SILVER SURFER. USING 
THAT POWER, DOOM HAS RESURRECTED TYROS 
THE TERRIELE, FALLEN HERALO OFGALACTUS, 
AND DISBATCHED HIM ON À MISSION TO DESTROY 
THE FANTASTICO ECUIR, AND MOST ESPECIALLY 
THEIR LEADER, REED RICHARPS, POOM'S 
GREATEST FOE. WHAT TYROS DOES NOT KNOW 


AND WHAT DOOM AND THE REST OF THE FE PO 
NOT KNOW 1$ THAT REED HAS VANISMEL! 


4 
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FOOLS! CRETINS! 
YOU PIT YOUR PUNY 
POWERS AGAINST TYROS? 
AGAINST THE MASTER OF 
ROCK AND EARTH Z 


THING! DO 
SOMETHING! 


= 


WADDAYA 
THINK T'M DOIN', 
HorsHor 2 PICKIN! 
POSIES? HEY, 
CHROME DOME, 
LOOK OVER 


JOHN BYRNE H 
STORY AND ART 
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W JUST LIE 
THERE LIKE 4 
DUIL POSSIBLE 
POSSIBLE! 


SUPER-PUNK... 


BLASTIT,T 

SUCKER MIGHT 

BE RIGHT ! i ; 

Eee ( UNTIL WEIRE TOO 
ASS, 02 ASR POOPED T'PANT... 


PRA 


... AN' DOIN! IT 

DON'T SEEM «48 

TA COST HIM do) 
Ss 


MAN-O-MAN. THIS I$ 

ONE PAY 1 SHOULD 

HAVE TAKEN MY 
VITAMINS, 


ARA 
PTE a 


2 


ND) 


UPPER HAND, BUT IN THE 
END WILL TYROS 
TRIUMPH SS 


BUT I CAN'T JUST. 
E LE HERE DOING MY 
E” IMPRESSION OF 
»» POTTING SOIL. BEN 
NEEDS MY HELP. 


AND EVEN THOUGH I 
DON'T MEEDP TO SAY IT 
SINCE TIM ALREADY 
ABLAZE,I CAN USE 
THE EGO-BOOST OF 
MY BATTLE-CRY... bx 
= 


Peas mesa 


THE THING IS 
BURIED FOR THE 
NONCE. TI CAN 4FFORD 


THE 
MEUMAN TORCH! 


o 9 Ma A 
ERR CINDA is 4 FI 
... MY STRENGTH, AND 


THIS WATER PIPE 
UNCOVERED BY OUR 
ATTLE. 


BUT 1 DO NOT NEED 
TO USE MY EARTHEN 
POWER FOR THAT. 1 

NEED ONLY MY 
STRENGTH... 


G 


STOPS THE WATER 


ART WHAT 2 SOMETHIN 
STREMM... é 


ll é 


.«- BUBBLE... FORMING 


AROUND My HEAD... CUT- 
TING OFF MY AIR... 
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THING LIKE 740$? 
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Sogo 
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THE INVISIBLE 
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NOT SOMETHINE; À 
TYROS, SOMEONE. 
NAMELY ME. 


HA HA HA HA! FOOLS! WELL, IT AIN'T GONNA | |... BUT WE'VE ALREADY 
FOOLS AND WEAKLINES! BE FER LONG, BUTTER- 


THIS IS ALMOST 7OO CUP! T'D BE HAPPY TA 
EASY/ PLAY WITH YA ALL JUST DUMB LUCK 
DAY. NO ae GOT 


WAY TO 60, + NOW LET'S PUT TYROS 
BENTAMIN! , a IN LA-LA LAND BEFORE 
ANY OF OUR AUDIENCE 
GETS TOO CLOSE. 


EA 


SO // ieí aii 


IT'S NO USE! EVEN 

WITH THEIR COMBINED 

POWERS ALL JOMNNY 

AND BEN CAN DO IS 

PROLONG THE 
BATTLE. 


SECONDS LATER, À 
FAMILIAR FLARE 


SINAL LIGHTS THE N 
AFTERNOON SkY 
OVER QUEENS. À 


DA 
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à, 
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EXCELLENT, EXCELLENT. ALL 
GOES EXACTLY ACCORDING TO 
PLAN, MY INSTRUMENTS SHOW 
TYROS HAS LESS THAN FORTY- 
EIGHT MINUTES BEFORE THE 
POWER COSMIC WILL BEGIN 
TO OVERWHELM HIM. 


“AND, IN À GREAT SHIP, HIDDEN BY, 
ROLLING CLOUDS, FAR ABOVE 
THE BURSTINGE FLARE... 


THREE MEMBERS OF THE ACCURSED 
FOURS$SOME, JUST IN TIME FOR REED 
RICHARDS TO ARRIVE. 
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Us [amo areas vens AS 
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THEN DOCTOR DOOM 
WILL TAKE A HAND, AND MY 
OLD AND HATED ENEMY WILL 
BE FOREVER ZESTROYED? 


» E 
BUT AS LONG MINUTES 
TICK AGONIZINGLY BY... 


WHERE IS RICHARDS 2 (4 
HE MUST COME“ HE 
MUST SEE THE HUMILI- 


SECONDS LATER ON LOOK OUT,MAN! 
THE STREET BELOW... À IM GONE“ 


THE FF HAVE HAD IT 
FER SURE NOW/ 


ONE SIDE, PEASANTS! 
NONE MAY BLOCK THE 
PASSAGE OF THE LORD 
OFLATVERIA 


IT'S DOC DOOM! 
HE'S BEHIND 
ALL THIS / 


ARGUE WITH 
HIM, PAL Z 
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AND THE TIME HAS 
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3 
Moses 


YOU ARE A FOOL, 
E” DOOM: À GREATER 
qd FOOL THAN T HAD 
EVEN IMAGINED. THE 


7d 


74 é, 


4 
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HOLD,TYROS THE BATTLE 


RICHARDS 
PRESENT/ 
THEN TYROS 
IS DEAD? 
COSMIC 2! 


YOU DARE! YOU DARE 


E Z ? q A 


18 THIS, NATIONAL DDR HE'S THE ONE WHO 
7 YEAH? WELL THEM 
Lira Ds Er R ro 1214 Aa TWO DON'T LOOK NONE 
j TOO BUDDY- BUDDY 
TAME/ 
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INDEED, DOOM 18 IGNORANT ALIEN THEIR LIVES ARE 
UNLEASHING THE FULL SAVAGE! I AM POOM! ES (6) MINE TO GRIND 
MIGHT OF HIS ARMORED THIS IS MY PLAN/ MY À AWAY TO DUST! 
BATTLE SUIT AGAINST VICTORY ! WITHOUT 
HIS ERSTWHILE THE DEGRADATION OF | |ORL 
“PARTNER, REED RICHARDS IT FANTASTIC FOUR 

WOULD MEAN BETRAYED ME! * 

NOTHING 


HA HA HA HA! YOU ARE FINISHED 
DOOM: THE POWER COSMIC HAS 
USED YOUR ARMOR, AND THUS 
SHALL YOU REMAIN, A MONU- |) 
MENT TO YOUR OWN STUPIDITY, / 
UNTIL IT PLEASES ME TO á 
GRANT YOU THE RELEASE 

OF DEATH / 


THE AIR SCREAMS ABOUT HIS 
ARGENT FORM, AS HE FLASHES 
DOWN FROM THE VERY EDGE 
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TO THE LUNHUMAN EYES OF TYROS 
THE POWER COSMIC FAIRLY. 


ER/STLES AROUNO HIM, AND THE EA 


WOULD-BE DESTROYER FEELS À 
SINGLE PROP OFACID FEAR 
SILASH AGAINST HIS HEART: 


AREA co 
HTHE SURFER!S ATTENTION WAS VRAWN TO NEW 
YORK CITY WHEN HE SAW, FROM M$ VANTAGE 
POINT AT THE EDGE OF THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE, 
À MATTER TRANSFERRAL BEAM HEADING TOWARD 

THAT LOCALE LAST ISSUE -- BOB, 


AND NOW SHALL T FINISH 
WITH THE FANTASTIC FOUR, 
FOR THERE REMAIN$ NO 
ONE IN ALL THE WORLD 
WHO CAN STOP ME/ 


NO ONE, 


FELLOW 
HERALD 2 


THEN “NO ONE"RIDES 
A SHINING SILVER 
BOARD! 


AYE, TYROS. AND KNOW AND TO ATTACK 
THE RR IS 


MASTER, TYROS... - LETUS 

NOW PUT THAT 

BOAST TO THE 
7EST! 


EH TS 
a al 


THOUGH 1 FEAR 
FOR YOU IT WILL 
BE A TEST UNTO 
DESTRUCTION! 


HAPS THAN T HAD 
EVER SUSPECTED/ 
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PET AU 


RACING ACROSS THE SHATTERED 
PARKING LOT, TYROS SNATCHES 
UPAMOST PRECIOUS PRIZE... 


NOW IZ HAVE IT/ TI 
HAVE BUT TO LEARN 


WIL 
ONCE AGA 
MINE. 


ll 
IN BE 


= Ia Bs. 
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FOR THAT |$ 
WHAT I AM! 


TRUE MASTER! 


SN 
DAGRIM!$ a 
BONES! Lá 
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IT LEAPS 
SKYWARD OF ITS 
OWN VOLITION! 


AND, AS THE / 
BATTLE CLIMBS e! 
ONCE AGAN VW 
TOWARDE THE | HE 


»» THIS ISA CONTINGENCY 
I HAD NOT CALCULATED 


|| 


/ 
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, o RN p. | 
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208 NOW, WITH MY ARMOR FUSED, A 
A”) IAM UNABLE TO ACTIVATE MY pá 
a ESCAPE MECHANISMS. mos 
pm 


— 
THERE MUST BE A WAY Em Ny an TueRE 4s/ Bur 
TO EXTRICATE MYSELF EL Ás IT |$ SOMETHING I 
e” HAVE NOTATTEMPTED 
FOR MANY YEARS. 


FROM THIS PREDICAMENT. 


THE CONPITIONS ARE FAR 

FROM DEAL , BUT IT IS 

MY ONE CHANCE! I MUST 
ATTEMPT IT! 


ANDAS VICTOR VON POOM TURNS HIS WHY, THEYIVE BE SILENT,OLD HEY, I DONT THINK 

AWESOME INTELLECT ALONG STRANGE BEATEN THAT WOMAN! T HAVE NO - VANYTHING “SET HIM 

PATHS ... NASTY DOCTOR | TIME TO LISTEN TO OFF! Z THINK IT'S 
WHY IS IT TAKING 


DOOM DOZENS | YOUR RIDICULOUS JUST ANOTHER 

THE FANTASTIC FOUR SO LONG OF TIMES PRATTLING / £Z/ SIGN OF THE AWFUL 

TO STOP THESE AWFUL PEOPLE? BEFORE. TI... MANNERS YOUNG 

FROM ALL T'VE READ T WOULDP PEOPLE HAVE 

HAVE THOUGHT THEY WERE NOWADAYS * 
POWERFUL ENOUGH... = 


AND FAR, | 


FAR ABOVE... Ba ; j ( TWO WIELDERS OF THE 
Re q POWER COSMIC, THE 
PRIMAL LIVING ENERGY OF 
THE UNIVERSE ITSELF, 
LOCKED IN BRUTAL, HAND- 
7O-HAND-COMEBAT. 


.RAGES À 
BS SUCH AS THE PLANET 
2 A EARTH HAS NEVER 
Sa A(BEFORE SEEN-- 
do k 


TDI] wHar PLUNMETS BACK TO 
Fe EARTH RESEMEBLES LITTLE 
THE SHAPE OF TWO MEN, 


THE UNBRIDLED FORCES OF A SKY TO WHICH THE 
CREATION FLASH AND CRACK COMBATANTS ONCE 
ACROSS THE AETERNOON SKY. AGAIN RETURN. .. 


ANDAT THE 
died TOF 


THAT 
UNIVERSAL 
FIRE... 
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BUT EVEN AS THE STARTLED 
SURFER GCASPS HIS OPPONENT'S 
NAME HE REAL/ZES TYROS 15 

NO LONGER TRULY THERE... 


AND THE MORTAL FORM OF 
WHAT GRAPPLES WITH | | THE CREATUKRE ONCE CALLED 
WITH HIM NOW 18 A TYROS BOILS AWAY. 
LIVING EXTENS/ON OF 
THE POWER COSMIC... 


BUT LIVING NOT 
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EARTHWARD ONCE N má 
AGAIN. . 
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HOLY CATS! 1 AIN'T IT'S LIKE >. GET CLEAR, PR: Ro I'VE SURROUNDED 
NEVER SEEN AN , H 7 E IT WITH AN INVISIBLE 
EXPLOSION LIKE DD 4L/VE Ê “Eure FORCE abr BurT 


7H1S BEFORE. POWERFU L 


PUSHING 
ME BACK... 
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SI8/ SIS, ARE 
You OKAY £ 


PROPELLEDP BY THE PRESSURE OF THE 
ELAST AGAINST HER FORCE-FIELD, 
SUSAN STORM RICHARPS FAIRLY 
FLIES ACROSS THE PARKING LOT. 


EVEN TAKEN THUS BY SURPRISE, 
MER LITHE FORM ($ GRACEFUL 
IN MOTION. 
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WHAT ABOUT 
THE SILVER 
SURFER £ 


E À 74E SAME CANNOT BE SAI? 
FOR HER STOPPING... 


I DUNNO, SUE. IT 
DON'T LOOK LIKE 
ANYEODY!S COMIN' 
UP OUTTA THIS 
MESS... 


WOW, GLINTY,AM T 

EVER GLAD TA SEE 

YOU ALL IN ONE PIECE. 
BUT, TYROS... 7 


DON'T WORRY, JOHNNY. 


DON'T THINK Z HAVE ANY- 


THING TO FEAR FROM 
POOM ANYMORE ! 
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OF DOOM T CANNOT SAY. AND AS FOR 

BUT TYROS IS GONE, ULTI- DOCTOR 

MATELY CONSUMED BY THE DOOM ... 
POWER COSMIC. 


! 1 AND IF THE BLAST COULD SHATTER 
HIS ARMOR THEN... DOOM COULD 
NOT HAVE SURVIVED. THE GREATEST 
EVIL THE WORLD HAS EVER FACED 

15... DEAD? 
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RIGHT OFF! 


AN' G00D RIDVANCE, 


SEZ I. LET'S BLOW THIS 
JOINT “ 
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EAVING WILL NOT 
PROVE QUITE SO 
EASY, THE CONSEQUEN- 

CES OF A MAIOR 
BATTLE IN THE MIDDLE 


EMOTIONAL THAT WILL 
TAKE YEARS TO SETTE. 


PRESENT, HOWEVER. 


AND, ON THE THIRT Y- SECOND 
FLOOR OF THE FANTASTICO 
FOUR 'S FAR-FAMED BEAXTER 
ELUILOING HEADQUARTERS... 
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WE TURN OUR AT TENTION INSTEAD 
A FEW HOURS INTO THE FUTURE... 


«AS DUSK CREEPS INTO THE GLEAMINE, 
NYONS OF THE WORLD'S GREATEST 
CITY, AND SUNSET PINKS THE TOPS OF 
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SELF, SUSAN. 
I SHALL... 
RECOVER. 


I'M SURE YOU 
WILL, BUT THAT 
DOESN'T MEAN YOU 
SHOULDN'T REST 
AFTER YOUR BATTLE. 
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> WAIT HERE IN 
THE INFIRMARY, AND 
ff TILL SEEIFREED 
I$ BACK FROM 
AVENGERS MANSION, 


I CAN'T SHAKE 
É ESS THE FEELING SOME- 
E THING IS ABOUT TO 


Lhe HAPPEN. SOMETHING 
AEE AWEULS 


FINALLY, ON THE THIRT Y- FIRST STORY REED WASN'T IN «+ LOOK EXACTLY AS 
RESIPENTIAL LEVEL... ANY OF THE LABS ” THEY DID THEN. HE 
UPSTAIRS. IN FACT SAID HE WAS GOING 
I DON'T LIKE THE EXPERIMENTE OVER TO AVENGERS 
THE FEEL OF HE WAS WORKING MANSION AT TEN... 
THIS AT ALL. d = |0N WHEN I WENT 

OUT THIS 

MORNING... 


«BUT HE WAS CERTAIN HE'D BE 
BACK IN TIME TO START DINNER 
COOKING AT THREE. 


DIDN'T LORGET. 
EVEN IF HE GOT 

TIED UPAT THE 
MANSION... 
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+. HE'D HAVE WHIPPED | BUT, NO, THE BUT BEFORE A 
UP SOME WIDGET LASAGNA T LEFT IS | | PHONE CAN BE 
TO COME AND TURN | STONE COLD, REACHEO. . « 


ON THE OVEN. 


I'D BETTER 
SIVE THE 
AVENGERS 
A QUICK 
CALL... 
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Marvel Super-Heroes Megazine &5 cover by John Byrne 
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Fantastic Four: The Trial of Galactus TPB (1990) cover by John Byrne 
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The issues presented in Fantastic Four: The Trial of Galactus TPB (1990) were edited to give the story a 
seamless flow. This page would go between pages 553 and 554 of this collection. 


JTARVWIS! WHAT | M-MASTER CAL, MIS- 
IN BLAZES IS /TRESS NASP Í...I 
GOING ON? 4 ' 
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ROM THE R [6] 
AND SOMETHING IS BLOCKINS, 
OUR EMERGENCY CALL SIGNAL. 
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Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe character profiles by John Byrne 


Crystal 


Doctor Doom 


Diablo 


Fantastic Four 


MISTER FANTASTIC 
(Reed Richards, scientist) 
First appeared in FANTASTIC FOUR 41 


INVISIBLE GIRL 
(Susan Storm Richards, adventurer) 
First appeared in FANTASTIC FOUR 41 


THE THING 
(Banjamin Grimm, adventurer) 
First appeared in FANTASTIC FOUR 41 


HUMAN TORCH 
(John Storm, adventurer) 
First appeared in FANTASTIC FOUR &1 


Galactus Hate-Monger 
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Invisible Girl 


Mad Thinker 


Maximus Medusa ES 
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Puppet Master Rama-Tut 


Ronan the 
Accuser 


Silver Surfer 


Terrax 
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Trapster 


“eso 
B 
Ss 
> 
a 
= 
D) 
| 
o 
s 
E 


Fantastic Four Visionaries: John Byrne Vol. 0 TPB 
cover by John Byrne, Joe Sinnott & Chris Sotomayor 


Fantastic Four Visionaries: John Byrne Vol. 1 Fantastic Four Visionaries: John Byrne Vol. 1 
(Qnd Edition) TPB cover by John Byme, Terry TPB cover by John Byme & Chris Dickey 
Austin & John Kalisz 
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Fantastic Four Visionaries: John Byrne Vol. 2 TPB 


cover by John Byrne, Terry Austin & Avalon”s Andy Troy 
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Fantastic Four Visionaries: John Byrne Vol. 3 TPB 
cover by John Byrne 


Fantastic Four Visionaries: John Byrne Vol. 4 TPB 
cover by John Byrne & Chris Sotomayor 
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Fantastic Four by John Byrne Omnibus Vol. 1 HC variant cover by John Byme & Chris Sotomayor 
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FANTASTIC FOUR HAS ALWAYS BEEN CALLED “THE WORLD'S 
GREATEST COMICS MAGAZINE.” THE EVIDENCE IS FOUND IN 
THESE VERY PAGES. 
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Collecting stories ffom Marvel Team-Up (1972) 461-62; Marvel Two-in-One 
MARVEL H50; Fantastic Four (1961) €209-218, €220-221, 8232-260 and Annual &17; 
Avengers (1963) 4233; and Thing (1983) &2. 


